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Press RELEASE

60 slaves abandoned for 15 years on a small desert island in the Indian Ocean
The GRAN (or Groupe de Recherche en Archéologie Navale, a non-profit organization) will conduct an archaeological excavation (underwater and on land) on the island of Tromelin (France).

Launch of the operation « L’Utile … 1761 : Forgotten Slaves ».

After leaving Bayonne on November 17th 1760, l’Utile, ship of the East Indies French Company, sank on July 31st 1761on the island of Sable (today known as Tromelin), a one square kilometre desert island. 

She was transporting Madagascan slaves purchased illegally to be sold on the Ile de France (present day Mauritius). Following the shipwreck, the crew sailed to Madagascar in a makeshift vessel, leaving 60 slaves on the island with food  provisions for three months and the promise to come back  for them soon. This promise was never kept and, fifteen years later, on November 29th 1776, the Chevalier of Tromelin, captain of the corvette La Dauphine, rescued the eight surviving slaves: seven women and an eight-month-old child.

A scientific and human adventure:

Tromelin Island is situated 470 km to the east of Madagascar and 560 km to the north of Réunion. In spite of the coral island’s lack of  water or natural resources, it has possessed a meteorological center since 1954.
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The underwater and land archaeological operation led by the Groupe de Recherche en Archéologie Navale (GRAN) aims to clarify the circumstances of the wreck of l’Utile and the extraordinary conditions of survival endured by the forgotten slaves on the small desert island.

For a  number of years, in co-operating with UNESCO, the GRAN research team has investigated slavery through the study of slave vessels. Within this framework GRAN announces the launch of the operation « L’Utile … 1761 : forgotten slaves ».
Island of Tromelin

A multi-sectoral coalition to finance the operation

The excavation will take place from October 9th to November 8th 2006, under the jurisdiction of the TAAF (Terres Australes et Antarctiques Française, chargé de l'administration des îles Éparses de l'océan Indien), and in co-operation with the UNESCO« Slave route » project. It has received  financial support from La Fondation d’Entreprise Banque Populaire, Collectivités Territoriales La Réunion (Conseil Régional and Conseil Général) and La Direction Régionale des Affaires Culturelles de La Réunion.

Additionally, GRAN has received assistance from the Defence Minister (Commandant supérieur des forces armées dans la zone sud de l’Océan Indien) and from the French Meteorological office (La Réunion), to help with the arrangements, transport and stay of the research group on the island. 

Many other institutions and associations have also contributed to the initiative such as : l’Unité mixte de Service (UMS : CNRS-Sorbonne-Musée de la Marine), la Société Française d’Histoire Maritime, the association « Les anneaux de la Mémoire » in Nantes, France, l’Institut National de Recherche Archéologique Préventive (INRAP), l’Education Nationale, and notably l’Académie de La Réunion, the association « La confrérie des gens de la mer » in Réunion, l’Association Réunionnaise Culture et Communication (ARCC), l’Association Généalogie et Histoire des Familles  in the French department Pays Basque - Adour Maritime, and le Musée de la Compagnie des Indes de Lorient.

Communication with the Research Team

GRAN, will broadcast a daily journal on www.archeonavale.org/tromelin which will also be linked to the websites of UNESCO, the French Culture Minister and TAAF, to provide day-by-day updates of the research’s progress. Moreover, thanks to an adapted software, pupils from La Réunion and elsewhere, will be able to take part in the operation and converse with the searchers.

A press conference will be held on october 3rd at  3p.m. at the headquarters of the Association Réunionnaise Communication et Culture” (ARCC), 160 rue Pelleport 75020, Paris.
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Groupe de Recherche en Archéologie Navale

Person in charge : Max Guérout
Email : mrgueroutmaxadrien@9business.fr
Phone : 00 (33) 4 67 35 92 01

UNESCO : Marie-Josée Thiel

Email : mj.thiel@unesco.org
Phone : 00 (33) 1 45 68 44 20

Communication : Sébastien BERTHAUT-CLARAC 

Email : sebbc@neuf.fr 

Phone : 00 (33) 4 66 04 05 41

In la Réunion : Jean-François Rebeyrotte

Email : jf.rebey@wanadoo.fr
Phone : 06 92 65 53 97

Web master : Sébastien Eon : sebastien.eon@archeonavale.org






