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CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE 
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATES PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION
Fifth session

UNESCO Headquarters, Room XII

2 to 5 June 2014
Item 8 of the Provisional Agenda:
Revision of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly
	Summary

The Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention were adopted in its first session in June 2006 and amended at its second session in June 2008. This document proposes amendments to Rule 2 to include Associate Members to UNESCO. It also proposes amendments to Rule 14 concerning the presentation of candidatures to the Committee. 

Decision required: paragraph 7


1. The Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention were adopted in its first session in June 2006 (Resolution 1.GA 3) and amended at its second session in June 2008 (Resolution 2.GA 10). The present document proposes revisions concerning two Rules.
2. Rule 2 determines who may participate as observers in the work of the Assembly. At present, representatives of Associate Members of UNESCO are not mentioned under this Rule, and the proposed amendment, as annexed to this resolution, allows their participation as observers.
3. Rule 14 governs the procedures for the presentation of candidatures to the Committee. Rule 14.1 provides that State Parties shall send to the Secretariat at least six weeks prior to the opening of the General Assembly their candidature to the Committee. At its second session in 2008 and its fourth session in 2012, the Assembly was obliged to suspend the application of this Rule because there were not sufficient candidatures presented prior to the six-week deadline. States Parties consequently requested that an item to amend this Rule be included on the agenda for the fifth session.
4. There is another inconvenience resulting from the current rules: the number of States Parties to the Convention at the time of the election can only be known three months prior to that date. The Secretariat is obliged under the current Rule 14.1 to invite States Parties to indicate their interest in standing for election three months prior to the opening of the Assembly. However, given that the election of Committee members usually takes place on the fourth or fifth day of the Assembly, the Secretariat must invite candidatures without being able to inform States Parties of the correct number of States Parties and consequently of the distribution of seats and the anticipated number of vacant seats.

5. Further complicating the procedure and timetable is that the final number of vacant seats can only be known one week before the opening of the Assembly. Article 26.5 of the Convention provides that the term of office of ‘any State Party to this Convention which is in arrears with the payment of its compulsory or voluntary contribution for the current year and the calendar year immediately preceding it’ ‘which is already a Member of the Committee shall come to an end at the time of the elections provided for in Article 6 of this Convention.’ In conformity with Rule 14.3, no payments of compulsory and voluntary contributions to the Fund will be accepted in the week before the opening. Since unanticipated vacancies may arise until the week before the opening of the Assembly, the present Rule 14.1 does not permit States Parties to present their candidatures for such last-minute vacancies.
6. The proposed revisions to Rule 14 seek to reduce the likelihood that such problems will occur by better coordinating the respective deadlines. In line with Recommendation 16 of the 2013 Evaluation by the Internal Oversight Service of UNESCO’s standard-setting work of the Culture Sector (see document ITH/13/8.COM/INF.5.c) and Decision 8.COM 5.c.1, the Secretariat has consulted with the Secretariats of other UNESCO culture conventions on the rules and procedures concerning their Committee elections and has adapted their best practices.
7. The General Assembly may wish to adopt the following resolution:

DRAFT RESOLUTION 5.GA 8
The General Assembly,
1. Having examined Document ITH/14/5.GA/8,
2. Approves the revised Rules 2 and 14 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly as annexed to this resolution.
ANNEX

	
	Rules of Procedure – General Assembly
	
	Proposed amendments

	Rule 2
	Representatives and observers
	Rule 2
	No change.

	2.1
	The representatives of Member States of UNESCO not parties to the Convention and of permanent observer missions to UNESCO may participate in the work of the Assembly as observers, without the right to vote, and subject to Rule 7.3.
	2.1
	The representatives of Member States of UNESCO not party parties to the Convention, of Associate Members of UNESCO and of permanent observer missions to UNESCO may participate in the work of the Assembly as observers, without the right to vote, and subject to Rule 7.3.

	2.1
	Representatives of the United Nations and organizations of the United Nations system and other intergovernmental organizations which have concluded mutual representation agreements with UNESCO, as well as observers of intergovernmental and international non-governmental organizations invited by the Director-General, may participate in the work of the Assembly, without the right to vote, and subject to Rule 7.3.
	2.1
	No change

	Rule 14
	Procedures for the presentation of candidatures to the Committee
	Rule 14
	No change.

	14.1.
	The Secretariat shall ask all States Parties, at least three months prior to the opening of the Assembly, whether they intend to stand for election to the Committee. If so, the State Party’s candidature shall be sent to the Secretariat at least six weeks prior to the opening of the Assembly.
	14.1
	The Secretariat shall ask all States Parties, at least three months prior to the date of the election opening of the Assembly, whether they intend to stand for election to the Committee. States Parties are requested to send their candidature If so, the State Party’s candidature shall be sent to the Secretariat at least six weeks prior to the opening of the Assembly.

	14.2
	At least four weeks prior to the opening of the Assembly, the Secretariat shall send to all States Parties the provisional list of candidate States Parties, indicating the electoral group to which they belong and the number of seats to be filled in each electoral group. The Secretariat shall also provide information on the status of all compulsory and voluntary contributions to the Fund for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage made by each of the candidates. The list of candidatures will be revised as necessary.
	14.2
	No change.

	14.3.
	No payments of compulsory and voluntary contributions to the Fund (for the purpose of presenting a candidature to the Committee) will be accepted later than a week before the opening of the Assembly.
	14.3.
	No change.

	
	
	14.4
	The list of candidatures shall be finalized three working days prior to the opening of the General Assembly. No candidature will be accepted in the three working days preceding the opening of the Assembly.



