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UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC 

AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE 

FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

Second Session

Tokyo, Japan, 3 to 7 September 2007

Item 10 of the Provisional Agenda: Draft Plan for the use of the resources of the Fund
	Summary

At its first session, the General Assembly requested the Committee to submit to it at its second ordinary session for approval the draft plan for the use of the resources of the Fund referred to in Article 7 (c) of the Convention. This document proposes such a draft plan.
Decision required: paragraph 8


1. At its first session, the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention [“the General Assembly”], requested the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage [“the Committee”] to submit to it at its second ordinary session for approval  the draft plan for the use of the resources of the Fund referred to in Article 7 (c) of the Convention (Resolution 1.GA 7A). 
2. Article 7 (c) of the Convention requests the Committee to “prepare and submit to the General Assembly for approval a draft plan for the use of the resources of the Fund, in accordance with Article 25”. According to Article 25.4 of the Convention, the use of the resources of the Fund by the Committee “shall be decided on the basis of guidelines laid down by the General Assembly” (see document ITH/07/2.COM/CONF.208/9 for draft Guidelines). 
3. At its first extraordinary session, the Committee decided that the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund be managed as a Special Account as referred to in Article 6.6 of the Financial Regulations of UNESCO (Decision 1.EXT.COM.9) and that its financial period shall correspond to that of UNESCO. 
4. UNESCO’s financial period comprises two consecutive years starting at 1 January of an even year and ending at 31 December of the following odd year. The Programme and Budget of the Organization are approved by the General Conference at the end of the odd year. However, the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention meets in ordinary session during the summer of even years, about six months after the start of the financial period. The Committee may therefore wish to submit to the second session of the General Assembly a combined Draft Plan for the Use of the Resources of the Fund for the financial period from 1 July 2008 to 31 December 2009 and for the first half year of the next financial period, until the third session of the General Assembly. 
5. When preparing the Draft Plans, consideration must be given to the amount of funds available. For the first Draft Plan the total amount could be limited to the amount of funds actually held as of 31 December 2007. In subsequent years with more experience on spending patterns and the inflow of contributions, the Draft Plans may be based not only on the amount of funds held but also on contributions to be received in the period of the plan. Budget allotments will be adjusted quarterly based on the assessment of the availability of funds.  
6. For the 1st semester of the following financial period (1 January 2010 to 30 June 2010) one third of the amount established for the eighteen months period 7/2008-12/2009 should be allocated. This Draft Plan may be readjusted and reviewed during the General Assembly to be held in June 2010.
7. Since this is the first time the Committee is submitting a Draft Plan for the Use of the Resources of the Fund to the General Assembly for approval in accordance with Article 7 (c), appropriations are expressed in percentages of the total amount that might be available, for easy reference. Nevertheless, the document to be submitted to the General Assembly will specify the budgetary envelopes allocated to each purpose as decided by the Committee at this session. Calculations will be made on the basis of the funds available at 31 December 2007. 
8. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision :
DECISION 2.COM.10
The Committee, 

1. Having examined document ITH/07/2.COM/CONF.208/10;
2. Recalling Article 7 (c) of the Convention;
3. Submits to the General Assembly for approval a Draft Plan for the Use of the Resources of the Fund as annexed to this Decision, it being understood that the Plan may be adjusted in line with the guidelines for the use of resources to be laid down by the General Assembly in accordance with Article 25 of the Convention.
	Annex: Draft Plan for the Use of the Resources of the Fund

	1.
	For the period between 1 July 2008 and 31 December 2009, as well as for the period between 1 January 2010 and 30 June 2010, the resources of the Intangible Heritage Fund may be allocated for the following purposes: 

1. International Assistance, comprising: 

a. the safeguarding of the heritage inscribed in the Urgent Safeguarding List; 
b. the preparation of inventories; 

c. support for programmes, projects and activities; 

d. preparatory assistance;
2. Emergency assistance;

3. Other functions of the Committee as described in Article 7 of the Convention;
4. The participation in the sessions of the Committee of experts in intangible cultural heritage representing developing countries that are States Members of the Committee;
5. The participation in the sessions of the Committee of experts in intangible cultural heritage representing developing countries that are Parties to the Convention but not Members of the Committee;
6. The participation of public or private bodies, as well as private persons, that have been invited by the Committee to its meetings to consult them on specific matters;
7. The costs of advisory services to be provided by non-governmental organizations that have been accredited by the General Assembly to act in an advisory capacity to the Committee.

	2.
	At least 70% of the available resources will be allocated to international assistance, including at least 25 % for purpose (1.a) and 25% for (1.b) mentioned above.  

	3.
	At least 5% shall be used to build up the Reserve Fund referred to in Article 6 of the Fund’s Financial Regulations.

	4.
	The remaining resources shall be allocated to any or all of the abovementioned purposes.

	5.
	Budget that has not been committed at the end of the biennium can be carried over to the next financial period and shall be used primarily for the replenishment of the Reserve Fund. 

	6.
	For the period 1 January 2010 to 30 June 2010, one third of the amount established for the eighteen months period 7/2008-12/2009 should be allocated. This may be readjusted and reviewed during the General Assembly to be held in summer 2010. 
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