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REPORT BY THE CHAIRPERSON 
1. According to Rule 12.2 of the Committee’s Rules of Procedure, the Bureau “shall coordinate the work of the Committee and fix the dates, times and order of business of meetings. It shall exercise any other duty entrusted to it by the Committee”. Paragraph 73 of the Operational Directives designates the Bureau as the body authorized to approve preparatory assistance requests and international assistance requests up to US$25,000. By its Decision 3.COM 10, the Committee delegated “to the Bureau of the Committee, on an exceptional basis, until its next session, the authority to designate examiners for Urgent Safeguarding List nominations for the accelerated timetable for 2009 inscriptions, and for International Assistance requests greater than USD 25,000, in accordance with the procedures laid out in this decision, and in doing so, take into account, inter alia, regional particularities and specificities as well as the need for geographical balance”. 
2. The Bureau of the fourth Intergovernmental Committee met three times between the third session of the Committee (Istanbul, November 2008) and its fourth session (Abu Dhabi, September/October 2009): on 17 December 2008, 7 May 2009 and 10 June 2009. All meetings took place in the UNESCO Headquarters and, in conformity with the Rules of Procedure of the Committee, were open to Committee Members and States Parties as observers. The working documents and decisions taken by the Bureau at these three meetings are available on the website of the Convention at http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/4COM/
Follow-up of the decisions taken by the Bureau of the third Intergovernmental Committee
3. At its meeting on 20 October 2008 under the Chairmanship of H.E. Mr O. Faruk Loğoğlu, the Bureau of the third Committee approved eight requests for preparatory assistance for Urgent Safeguarding List nominations, for a total amount of US$47,500 (see Document ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/INF.5). I have been informed by the Secretariat of the follow-up that had been given to these requests. Following the Bureau’s decision, the Secretariat established contracts with each of the States Parties concerned. Of these contracts, five resulted in nominations submitted for the 2009 cycle: 

	Latvia
	Suiti Cultural Space
	00178

	Mongolia
	Mongolian folk dance – Bii biyeleg
	00260

	Mongolia
	Mongolian Traditional Heroic Epic
	00261

	Kenya
	Traditions and practices associated to the Kayas in the sacred forests of the Mijikenda (Kenya)
	00285

	Viet Nam
	Ca trù singing of the Viet people
	00286


4. Côte d’Ivoire, Ecuador and Ethiopia could not submit their nominations in due time because of the short time between the date that assistance was granted and the statutory deadline for the submission of nominations (16 March 2009 for the 2009 cycle and 30 March for the 2010 cycle). As necessary documents for the release of the first payment to Ecuador were received at UNESCO only two weeks before the deadline for submission of the nomination file, the first payment could not be made and the contract with Ecuador was cancelled. The contract with Côte d’Ivoire was also cancelled and funds are being returned to the Fund. Both Ecuador and Côte d’Ivoire have been informed that they may submit new preparatory assistance requests. The contract with Ethiopia was amended so that the nomination file is to be submitted by 31 August 2009 for possible inscription in 2011.
First meeting of the Bureau (4.COM 1.BUR) – 17 December 2008
5. The first meeting of the Bureau of the fourth Committee was scheduled on 17 December 2008, following the decision of the Bureau (3.COM) when it met on 20 October 2008 (see Document ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/INF.5). The Bureau met to evaluate two requests for preparatory assistance for elaborating a proposal of a programme, project or activity to be selected as best reflecting the principles and objectives of the Convention. 
6. When the Bureau of the third Committee met on 20 October, it had considered five requests for preparatory assistance for elaborating a proposal of a programme, project or activity to be selected as best reflecting the principles and objectives of the Convention (Article 18), for a total amount of US$30,000 from the following States Parties: Côte d’Ivoire, the Dominican Republic, Mongolia, Ukraine and a multinational request submitted by Peru on behalf of Peru, Chile and Bolivia. The Bureau noted at that time that there appeared to be confusion regarding these requests, which seemed not all to be aimed at preparatory assistance for Article 18 proposals. The Bureau therefore decided that it was not able to evaluate these requests, and asked the Secretariat to advise the States Parties concerned on how to revise them. It also requested the Secretariat to provide it with a recommendation concerning each request to facilitate its decisions.

7. The Secretariat informed the Bureau when it met on 17 December 2008 that Mongolia (request 00262), Côte d’Ivoire (request 00291) and the Dominican Republic (request 00295) had withdrawn their requests and informed the Secretariat in writing that they intended to submit a substitute request for international assistance, making use of Form ICH-04. The Bureau therefore examined the two remaining requests. These requests were submitted in English and were provided to the Bureau in that language, together with the recommendations that the Bureau had requested from the Secretariat provided both in English and French.

8. Request 00177 concerned the project entitled “Aymara Cultural Universe”, for which purpose US$7,500 was requested by Peru on behalf of Bolivia, Chile and Peru. Designed to encourage the development of safeguarding measures aiming at ensuring the viability of the Aymara Culture, the project involves the coordination of efforts for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage on the sub-regional level, since the Aymara people are found in all three countries. The preparatory assistance was requested to organize at least one meeting with cultural managers and with selected Aymara community members in order to elaborate a proposal to be submitted to the Committee under Article 18. 

9. This request appeared to the Bureau to satisfy the criteria and procedures laid out in paragraphs 47 and 59-75 of the Operational Directives. The Bureau highlighted the importance of encouraging multinational and regional cooperation. With regard to the relatively modest amount for implementing such a project expressed by some Bureau members, it was recalled that at this stage the Bureau was not considering the possible implementation of the project, but rather whether the submitting States could reasonably be expected to submit a proposal for the 1 March deadline. The Bureau approved the request for preparatory assistance (request 00177) from Bolivia, Chile and Peru for an amount of US$7,500.

10. Request 00293 from Ukraine, entitled “Sorocinskiy Yarmarok”, was also evaluated. The Bureau noted that the request sought financial assistance for the elaboration of a nomination file for the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. The work that was described in the request was completed prior to 29 September 2008, on which date the Secretariat received from Ukraine a completed nomination file requesting inscription of Sorochinskiy Yarmarok on the Representative List (registered as nomination 00246). As had its predecessor when it met on 20 October last, the Bureau remarked that the Operational Directives do not foresee that preparatory assistance is to be provided for nominations to the Representative List. The Bureau therefore decided that request 00293 did not satisfy the criteria and procedures laid out in paragraphs 47 and 59-75 of the Operational Directives. 

11. The Bureau emphasized the importance, especially when implementing the Operational Directives for the first time, of the Committee and its Bureau respecting and applying correctly their own rules as an example for the later stages of their work. The Bureau therefore suggested that the State Party concerned might wish to submit a new request for international assistance from the Intangible Heritage Fund, using form ICH-04, recalling that States Parties may request such assistance to supplement their national efforts for the purposes specified in paragraph 62 of the Directives. The Bureau adopted its decision 4.COM 1.BUR 3 approving preparatory assistance for the multinational request from Bolivia, Chile and Peru, and asked the Secretariat to send a letter to Ukraine recalling that it could submit a new request for international assistance from the Intangible Heritage Fund. 

12. The Bureau then turned to the discussion of scheduling and organizing its next session. At that next session, the Bureau would evaluate, on an exceptional basis, international assistance requests less than US$25,000 and would designate examiners for Urgent Safeguarding List nominations and international assistance requests of US$25,000 or more, in conformity with decision 3.COM 10. Indeed, as laid out in the transitional timetable in paragraph 18 of the Operational Directives, the Bureau should have met in April 2009 to appoint examiners for the nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List. However, as the deadline for international assistance requests of US$25,000 or more was 1 May, and in order to avoid two subsequent Bureau meetings, the Bureau decided to convene a single meeting for both purposes. 

13. The Bureau therefore decided to convene its next meeting on 7 May 2009. Having appreciated the recommendations prepared by the Secretariat concerning the requests for preparatory assistance for Article 18, the Bureau asked the Secretariat to provide it again with recommendations concerning requests for international assistance of less than US$25,000.
Second meeting of the Bureau (4.COM 2.BUR) – 7 May 2009

14. The second meeting was organized to evaluate International Assistance requests less than US$25,000 (Operational Directives paragraph 73) and to appoint examiners for the 2009 Urgent Safeguarding List nominations (Decision 3.COM 10). Between the first Bureau meeting on 17 December 2008 and the second one on 7 May 2009, the Secretariat had received five requests for international assistance less than US$25,000. Three of these, however, did not come from States Parties, the only entities entitled to request international assistance in conformity with paragraphs 65 and 68 of the Operational Directives. The Bureau thus evaluated the two remaining requests the Secretariat had received from States Parties for a total amount of US$33,862.61, from the Seychelles (file number 00296) and from Mongolia (file number 00298) respectively. 

15. The Secretariat informed the Bureau that after receipt of the requests, and in conformity with paragraph 71 of the Operational Directives, the completeness of these requests had been assessed, additional information requested and received, and the requesting State Party was informed about the date of evaluation of the request by the Bureau. The complete requests of the Seychelles and Mongolia are available in document ITH/09/4.COM 2.BUR/3 in the language received by the Secretariat (English), together with a recommendation, in English and French, prepared by the Secretariat, as requested by the Bureau in its meeting of 20 October 2008. 
16. Request 00296 concerned a project entitled “Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Seychelles”, for which purpose US$9,862.61 was requested. Designed to give a detailed description of different intangible practices in Seychelles, this project will serve as an important reference tool since a complete inventory of intangible heritage has never been carried out in Seychelles. Such a project will help with the dissemination, promotion and protection of indigenous knowledge and practices. 

17. Request 00298 concerned a project for the “Elaboration of the Inventories of the Representative List and List in need of urgent safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Mongolia” for which purpose US$ 24,000 was requested. Designed to support the inventorying of the intangible cultural heritage present on the territory of Mongolia, as required under Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention, Mongolia’s initiative builds upon its previous experience conducting an inventory of performing arts in 2000. The inventorying project, to be carried out with full participation of communities and ICH practitioners, will produce a two-tiered inventory, identifying representative elements of heritage and those in need of urgent safeguarding.

18. After careful study of the two requests and the recommendation of the Secretariat that both appeared to satisfy the criteria and procedures for international assistance requests in amounts less than US$25,000, as laid out in paragraphs 61-75 of the Operational Directives, the Bureau in its Decision 4.COM 2.BUR 3 granted the requested amounts to the two submitting States Parties.
19. With regard to the selection of examiners for the 2009 Urgent Safeguarding List nominations, fifteen nominations for inscription on the 2009 Urgent Safeguarding List were received before 16 March from nine States Parties, following the transitional timetable. The deadline for submitting additional information was 15 April 2009, by which date thirteen files out of the fifteen were complete following the receipt of additional information requested by the Secretariat (see Document ITH/09/4.COM CONF.209/14). The Secretariat informed the Bureau that the requested additional information for two files from Mexico, “La Maroma or peasant circus” (00316) and “The Yúmare of the O’oba (Lower Pimas) and their oral tradition” (00317), had not been received. The Secretariat informed the submitting States Party that the nominations could not be considered for inscription in 2009, but that they could be presented for inscription in 2010, if the additional information requested were received before 1 September 2009. 
20. Decision 3.COM.10 requested the Secretariat to provide for each Urgent Safeguarding List nomination “the names of at least two examiners with relevant competence to examine such nominations […], it being understood that up to the third session of the General Assembly, and in conformity with Resolution 2.GA 6, such examiners will include, as appropriate, non-governmental organizations that the Committee will have recommended for accreditation as well as experts, centres of expertise and research institutes”. The Secretariat proposed to the Bureau the names of four examiners for each nomination file including insofar as possible at least one NGO recommended for accreditation, therefore a total of 52 examiners. Basic identifying information was provided for each examiner, with regard to his/her relevant competence (nature of entity, expertise, affiliation, country). The Secretariat, while keeping in mind the need for a geographically balanced representation, verified that they had no conflict of interest or other reason for disqualification (e.g. being a national of the submitting State) and took into account the prospective examiners’ qualifications not only for the requirements and specificities of a given nomination file but also for the very tight schedule to carry out their work under the transitional timetable. The Secretariat had to verify, before putting any proposal to the Bureau that all examiners would be ready to undertake the work in the given timeframe. The language of the nomination file was also an important consideration to be taken into account since the nomination files had to be sent to the examiner(s) in the language received by the Secretariat.
21. The Bureau expressed its gratitude to the Secretariat for this huge preparatory work and found that it was not an easy task to make an informed decision in each case, as the very short timeframe within the transitional timetable for the 2009 Urgent Safeguarding List nominations did not leave much time to the Secretariat to gather detailed information on each examiner it proposed. The Bureau appointed two examiners per nomination file to the Urgent Safeguarding List as well as one alternate in the event that the preferred examiners were unavailable or unable to complete the examination despite their prior assurances. The list of the thirteen nomination files with the selected examiners and alternates is available in Decision 4.COM 2.BUR 4.

22. I have been informed by the Secretariat that the examiner initially designated by the Bureau, Asia/Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO (ACCU, Japan) for two nomination files, one from China (file number 00305) and one from Mongolia (file number 00312), was not able to undertake the examination. Therefore, contracts were established with the alternates, Erik Mueggler for nomination file 00305 and Peter Marsh for nomination file 00312
. 

23. The reports of the examiners are submitted to the Committee in Document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/14.
Third meeting of the Bureau (4.COM 3.BUR) – 10 June 2009

24. The Bureau met a third time on 10 June 2009 to select examiners for International Assistance requests of US$25,000 or more to be evaluated by the Committee at its fourth session. This third meeting of the Bureau was chaired by H.E. Mr Ávalos, Ambassador and Permanent Delegate of the Republic of Paraguay to UNESCO, Vice Chairperson, as I was unavailable to travel to Paris. I would like to extend my gratitude to H.E. Mr Ávalos for his prompt acceptance of this task and wise guidance of this meeting. 

25. In conformity with paragraph 73 of the Operational Directives, the deadline for submitting International Assistance requests of US$25,000 or more is 1 May. Paragraph 72 of the Operational Directives specifies that ‘the Secretariat shall seek examination for complete requests over US$25,000’. At the deadline of 1 May 2009, four international assistance requests for US$25,000 or more had been received, submitted by three States Parties to the Convention for a total amount of US$246,198. 
26. Given the shortness of time between receipt of the international assistance requests and the meeting of the Bureau on 7 May 2009, the Secretariat was not in a position to check the technical completeness of the files, to prepare a resume of the requests in both languages of the Committee and to identify several examiners with relevant competence and verify their availability in order to propose a list to the Bureau for its selection. The Bureau therefore decided at its meeting of 7 May to schedule a third meeting on 10 June in order to designate examiners for these four requests.
27. The Secretariat proposed to the Bureau the names of four examiners for each request including at least one NGO recommended for accreditation (see document ITH/09/4.COM 3.BUR/3 Rev) for three of the requests after having followed the same procedure as used for the Urgent Safeguarding List nominations (see paragraph 20 of this report), in particular with regard to the proposed examiner’s field of competence, knowledge of local particularities, the need for a geographical balance and verifying that the proposed examiner was not a national of the State Party submitting the nomination and no conflict of interest with the nomination.
28. With regard to the international assistance request from Kenya, “Traditions and practices associated to the Kayas in the Sacred Forests of the Mijikenda” (file number 00326), for the amount of US$126,580, the same element had been nominated for the Urgent Safeguarding List and the Bureau had appointed examiners for the nomination at its meeting of 7 May 2009. The Bureau decided to reappoint the same two examiners already appointed to the Urgent Safeguarding List nominations to examine the related International Assistance Request, in order to ensure coherence between them.  
29. The two requests presented by Mauritius both concerned inventories: one in the amount of US$46,203 for “Documentation and Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Republic of Mauritius” (file number 00327) and the other for US$27,777 for “An Inventory of Elements of Intangible Heritage Pertaining to the Indenture Experience in the Republic of Mauritius” (file number 00328). In order to avoid a multiplication of potentially divergent examiner perspectives, the Bureau selected the same entities (NGO recommended for accreditation and experts) to examine both requests.

30. Concerning the request from the Dominican Republic for an amount of US$45,000 for a “Regional inventory of the intangible cultural heritage of the Dominican Republic” (file number 00330), the Bureau selected one institution and one expert. In addition the Bureau selected for each file an alternate in the event that the preferred examiners were unavailable or unable to complete the examination (see Document ITH/09/4.COM 3.BUR/Decisions). I have been informed by the Secretariat that with regard to the request of the Dominican Republic (file number 00330), the Instituto del Patrimonio Cultural-IPC (Venezuela) was finally unavailable to carry out the evaluation and that the alternate
, the Instituto Colombiano de Antropología e Historia-ICANH (Colombia) was instead contracted.
31. The reports of the examiners are submitted to the Committee in Document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/11.
ANNEX
List of examiners having carried out examinations of USL nominations 
and International Assistance requests

Urgent Safeguarding List nominations examiners:

Belarus ‑ Rite of the Kalyady Tsars (Christmas Tsars) (file number 00308)
1.
Lietuvos liaudies kultūros centras / Lithuanian Folk Culture Centre – LLKC (Lithuania)

2.
Slovenské centrum pre tradicnú kultúru / Slovak Centre of Traditional Culture (Slovakia)

China ‑ Traditional Li textile techniques: spinning, dyeing, weaving and embroidering 
(file number 00302)
1.
Craft Revival Trust – CRT (India)

2.
Edric Liang Bin Ong  (Malaysia)

China:
Traditional design and practices for building Chinese wooden arch bridges
(file number 00303)
1.
Goa Heritage Action Group (India)

2.
Ronald G. Knapp (United States of America)

China ‑ Maxirap (file number 00304)
1.
Chun In-Pyong (Republic of Korea)

2.
Rachel Harris (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland)

China ‑ Qiang New Year festival (file number 00305)
1.
Erik Mueggler (United States of America)

2.
Regional Resource Centre for Folk Performing Arts (UDUPI) (India)

France ‑ The Cantu in paghjella: a secular and liturgical oral tradition of Corsica 
(file number 00315)
1.
Associazione Musa - Musiche, Canti e Danze tradizionali delle Quattro Province / Musa Association - Music, Songs and Traditional Dances from "Four Provinces" (Italy)

2.
Ignazio Macchiarella (Italy)

Kenya ‑ Traditions and practices associated to the Kayas in the sacred forests of the Mijikenda (file number 00313)
1.
Harriet Deacon (South Africa)

2.
Susan Keitumetse (Botswana)

Latvia ‑ Suiti cultural space (file number 00314)
1.
Christopher Moseley (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland)

2.
Stiftelsen Râdet for folkemusikk og folkedans / Foundation Norwegian Council for Traditional Music and Traditional Dance (Norway)

Mali ‑ The Sanké mon: collective fishing rite of the Sanké (file number 00289)
1.
International Social Sciences Council - ISSC / Conseil international des sciences sociales – CISS (France)

2.
Mary Jo Arnoldi (United States of America)

Mongolia ‑ Mongol Tuuli: Mongolian epic (file number 00310)
1.
Chao Gejin (China)

2.
Ngo Duc Thinh (Viet Nam)

Mongolia ‑ Mongol Biyelgee: Mongolian traditional folk dance (file number 00311)
1.
Peter K. Marsh (United States of America)

2.
Tamil Nadu Rural Art Development Centre (India)

Mongolia ‑ Traditional music of the Tsuur
 (file number 00312)
1.
Peter K. Marsh (United States of America)

2.
Mark Van Tongeren (Netherlands)
Viet Nam ‑ Ca trù singing (file number 00309)
1.
Barley Norton (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland)

2.
International Council for Traditional Music - ICTM / Conseil international de la musique traditionnelle – CIMT (Australia)
International Assistance requests of US$25,000 or more examiners :

Mauritius ‑ Documentation and Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
in the Republic of Mauritius ‑ US$46,203 (file number 00327)
1.
Klessigué Sanogo (Mali)

2.
Goa Heritage Action Group (India)

Mauritius ‑ An Inventory of Elements of Intangible Heritage Pertaining to the Indenture Experience in the Republic of Mauritius ‑ US$27,777 (file number 00328)
1.
Klessigué Sanogo (Mali)

2.
Goa Heritage Action Group (India)

Kenya ‑ Traditions and practices associated to the Kayas in the Sacred Forests of the Mijikenda ‑ US$126,580 (file number 00326)
1.
Susan Keitumetse (Botswana)

2.
Harriet Deacon (South Africa)

Dominican Republic ‑ Regional inventory of the intangible cultural heritage 
of the Dominican Republic ‑ US$45,638 (file number 00330)
1.
Antonio Augusto Arantes Neto (Brazil)

2.
Instituto Colombiano de Antropología e Historia – ICANH (Colombia)
�.	The complete list of examiners having finally carried out the examination of USL nominations and International Assistance requests is annexed to this report. 
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