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Item 11 of the Provisional Agenda: Discussion on the implementation of Article 18 of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
	Summary

Article 18.1 of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage provides that the Committee shall define criteria on the basis of which it may periodically select and promote national, subregional and regional programmes, projects and activities for the safeguarding of the intangible heritage which it considers best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention, taking into account the special needs of developing countries. The present document requests the Committee to discuss its vision of Article 18 so that those discussions may serve as a basis for developing the criteria required in Article 18.1 and draft operational directives to implement the other provisions of Article 18.
Decision required: paragraph 5


1. The Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (the “Convention”) calls upon the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (the “Committee”) to define criteria, to be approved by the General Assembly, on the basis of which the Committee may subsequently, in response to “proposals submitted by States Parties… periodically select and promote national, subregional and regional programmes, projects and activities for the safeguarding of the heritage which it considers best reflect the principles and objectives of this Convention, taking into account the special needs of developing countries” (Article 18.1).  
2. The Convention further provides that international assistance may be granted for the preparation of such proposals (Article 18.2). The Convention asks the Committee to “accompany the implementation of such projects, programmes and activities by disseminating best practices using means to be determined by it” (Article 18.3). Related articles of the Convention include: Article 7 (b) empowering the Committee to “provide guidance on best practices and make recommendations on measures for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage”; Article 7(g) addressing the Committee’s procedures for selecting such programmes, projects and activities and Article 20 (c) providing that international assistance may be granted for the implementation of programmes, projects and activities. 
3. The Committee, at its second ordinary session, will be asked to consider the uses of the Fund for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, including the international assistance identified in Articles 18.2 and 20 (c). However, the Committee may wish at this time to discuss the other provisions of Article 18 in order to develop draft criteria and procedures to be adopted at its second session. The Committee may wish, for example, to elaborate on what it understands as the “principles and objectives” of the Convention, as may be found inter alia in the Preamble and Article 1 of the Convention, and may wish to prioritize such principles and objectives with respect to Article 18. 
4. The Committee may further wish:
a. to discuss whether it considers that Article 18 refers to a short and selective listing or register of those programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the Convention’s principles and objectives, and which are therefore selected and promoted as exemplary safeguarding practices, or whether the selection should be more inclusive; 
b. to clarify whether Article 18 should be understood as providing for the recognition and promotion of completed or ongoing programmes, projects and activities, on the one hand, or of prospective programmes, projects and activities (including some that may require financial assistance), on the other hand, or of both kinds of programmes; to clarify further what balance should be sought between past and present versus future programmes if the latter is the case;
c. to discuss the extent to which it might give priority for international assistance to the programmes, projects and activities selected under Article 18, or whether the allocation of resources might proceed independently of that selection;
d. to offer guidance on the relative importance it might attach to national versus subregional versus regional programmes;
e. to consider how it can best take into account the special needs of developing countries when selecting and promoting programmes, projects and activities in accordance with Article 18.1;

f. to consider procedures for independent review of proposals for programmes, projects and activities seeking recognition under Article 18; 
g. to consider the periodicity of the selection process; and
h. to discuss the means it might wish to use to disseminate best practices, as provided in Article 18.3. 
5. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision: 

DRAFT DECISION 1.EXT.COM.11

The Committee, 

1. Having examined document ITH/07/1.EXT.COM/CONF.207/11;
2. Recalling Resolution 1.GA. 7A, whereby the General Assembly of the States Parties requested the Committee to submit to it for approval inter alia draft operational directives at its second ordinary session;
3. Requests the Secretariat to prepare, in light of the debates at its first extraordinary session, draft directives on the implementation of Article 18 of the Convention, including draft criteria for the selection and promotion of programmes, projects and activities as described therein.
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