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CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE 
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATES PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Fourth session

UNESCO Headquarters, Room II

4 to 8 June 2012
Item 8 of the Provisional Agenda:

Proposals for the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Convention
	Summary

The General Assembly, by its Resolution 3.GA 10, invited the Committee to consider, at its forthcoming sessions, ways of celebrating the tenth anniversary of the Convention and to submit to it a programme and schedule for the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Convention.
Decision required: paragraph 9


1.
The General Assembly, at its third session, considered that the tenth anniversary of the Convention would be an occasion for the international community engaged in safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage to conduct an initial assessment and identify the main challenges, constraints and opportunities related to the implementation of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Convention. It invited the Committee to consider, at its forthcoming sessions, ways of that celebration, and to submit to it at its fourth session, in June 2012, the proposed programme and provisional schedule for the year (Resolution 3.GA 10). 

2.
The Committee thus invited the States Parties and other stakeholders to consider how the tenth anniversary of the Convention could be celebrated at the local, national, regional and subregional, as well as international levels, and to submit information to the Secretariat by 1st  July 2011 at the latest on such events and activities that they wish to develop and carry out; it further encouraged the participation of communities and intangible cultural heritage bearers in these celebrations, and invited UNESCO category 2 centres as well as NGOs to join the celebrations and to contribute to the widest possible dissemination of this event. Furthermore, the Committee requested the Secretariat to submit to it at its sixth session, in 2011, a programme and schedule for the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Convention, comprising the various activities to be undertaken by the States Parties (Decision 5.COM 14). 

3.
Pursuant to that decision, the Secretariat of the Convention, in a letter dated 8 February 2011, invited States Parties, category 2 centres and NGOs to submit to it information on such planned events and activities on the occasion of the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Convention. At the time of this writing, 24 States Parties and one category 2 centre had responded to the consultation. The contributions may be found on the website of the sixth session of the Committee.
 

4.
The main lines of action that emerge from the consultation are:

a. organizing national and international conferences concerning the assessment of the implementation of the Convention and its prospects;

b. organizing workshops, conferences and awareness raising events for young people, students and professors of higher education, staff of museums and cultural institutions;

c. organizing communication events about inventories of the intangible heritage;

d. organizing festivals;

e. organizing exhibitions;

f. producing publications, in particular translations of the Operational Directives into national languages;

g. producing films and television series;

h. organizing competitions;

i. media awareness.

5.
The Secretariat was thus able to consolidate an initial programme and schedule for the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Convention, comprising various activities to be undertaken by the States Parties. This programme and tentative schedule has been annexed to document ITH/11/6.COM/CONF.206/21
 submitted to the Committee at its sixth session, in November 2011.

6.
Owing to a packed agenda, at its sixth session the Committee was not able to examine the item concerning the tenth anniversary of the Convention. However, the Secretariat offered to spread news on the many initiatives already planned as well as those to be planned in the future, and to act as a platform for information and exchange through the Convention’s website so that different initiatives might complement each other and gradually take shape, and the evolving schedule is visible to all States Parties and to the general public. 

7.
An interface dedicated to the tenth anniversary will be accessible from the intangible heritage website. Initiatives may be submitted and modified directly online and all relevant information regarding these initiatives will be accessible through a dynamic schedule and a map. 

8.
Subject to the availability of extrabudgetary funds, the Secretariat is planning a photography exhibition on the intangible cultural heritage and its contribution to sustainable development, which could be made ​​available to States Parties in digital form from the beginning of 2013 for modular use. The exhibition could be presented during the last three months of 2013 on the fence around UNESCO Headquarters to close this year of celebration. It could also be associated with selected events organized by States Parties, especially those with an international dimension.

9.
The General Assembly may wish to adopt the following resolution:

DRAFT RESOLUTION 4.GA 8

The General Assembly,

1.
Having examined document ITH/12/4.GA/8,

2.
Recalling Resolution 3.GA 10,
3.
Takes note of the provisional programme and schedule for the tenth anniversary of the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, as submitted to the Committee at its sixth session;
4.
Commends those States Parties and other stakeholders that have planned activities to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Convention and encourages those who have not yet done so to implement activities for the celebration of the anniversary;
5.
Invites the States Parties and other stakeholders to register their respective activities planned for this celebration on the website set up by the Secretariat, in order to facilitate information sharing internationally and promote the objectives of the Convention;
6.
Also invites States Parties and any other donor to support the creation of a photography exhibition on the intangible cultural heritage and its contribution to sustainable development, so it can be made available to States Parties at the beginning of 2013 and presented on the fence around the buildings of the UNESCO Headquarters, particularly by making voluntary supplementary contributions to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund;
7.
Requests the Committee to promote cooperation between the States and other stakeholders for the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Convention, and invites it to mobilize extrabudgetary funds to that end;
8.
Further invites the Committee to submit to it at its fifth session, in June 2014, a report on the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Convention.
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