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To: Intergovernmental Committee,
Convention for Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

This is to confirm that the Kok-boru, Kyrgyz traditional horse game is included
into the Intangible Cultural Heritage National Inventory under the domain
“National games”, section “Traditional games” in 2008 by the Order of the
Ministry of Culture and Information of the Kyrgyz Republic. On the 5th of July
2011 it was updated by Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Kyrgyz Republic.
Website links and extract of the inventory concerning the element are given in the

submitted nomination file.

"

Chairman Samakov Karganbek

Natioral Commi T Intangible Cult&ralHeritage,
Vice-Chairman,

National Commission for UNESCO of the Kyrgyz Republic

0041677
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Domain V.

Kyrgyz national games and children games

1. Children’s games

Ak terek — kyok
terek
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There is more ancient name of this game — ‘El
Chabar’. From the earliest times there was a
warning system among Kyrgyz when a chabarman
(messenger) was galloping from ail to ail to notify
people. This is a team game for children of 10 or
more. At a distance of 20-30 meters the players
while holding hands line up in a row and shout
altogether. * Ak-terek — kyok Terek — bizden sizge
Kim kerek’. The selected player then run to the
certain spot on the opposite side and tries to break
the chain of holding hands.

Chatyrash

Board mind game: something like a chequerboard
is drawn; 8 balls painted in two different colors, 9
at a time. The goal is to capture the square in the
center of a circle which is called daban.

[ ]

Kachmai top

The players are divide into two teams. At both
ends of the ground with the size of 50x100 meters
smaru (line) is indicated. The hitting team is
settled by lot and takes place at the ground. The
server (pitcher) is chosen. The ball is rolled out of
animal wool. After that the order of strikers is
determined. The strike renters the maru, takes a
stick of one meter long and hits the up cast ball as
hard as he can. After the hit, the striker has to run
to the opposite maru. The the players change over.

Tak teke

This entertainment was organized during the
festivities or just in spare time. Not a very big
table was placed where on a vertical stick on
hinges were fasten small carved out of wood
figure of goat, its legs and head.
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Games with alchiks

Chuko atmay

Players draw a circle with a diameter of 3-5 cm
and alchiks are brought to the center. After
throwing ‘saka’ the order of players is defined. At
1 m of both sides of the circle the hit line is drawn.
After the first successful strike, if alchiks are
knocked off the line, other hits are made from the
circle line. In case of unsuccessful strike, the lead
is passed to another player. The one who knocked
the most alchiks wins.

Ordo

The ancient game with alchiks. It was played at
large toy, ashah; contests were arranged even
between ails and kin groups. It was always
decidec on holding the game. Before hand: place,
the number of participants, the prize. The number
of players reached 50 people, 25 in each team.
There were 2 judges (one from each team) and 3
men from each team who collected alchiks. The
game could last for 3 or more days. On flat ground




was drawn a circle; the distance from the center to
each side was 35 taman (footsteps). In the center
of that circle, ordo, a small hole was digged for
khana — silver, copper, or bone coin. Each player
got 5 alchiks and was placing them sideways,
bogu, in a row around the circle till 249 alchiks
were placed. Whose alchiks was the first to reach
the aykor, had the right to hit the first. If the
player’s hit was successful and achik made it over
the circle, he continued to play. Judges tha
distance alchik moved. A skilled player could win
up to 20-30 alchiks. There are different types of
players on ordo: kadamakchy — makes a hit while
bending down and with a heel on the line;
torukmachy — puts his left foot on the line and hits
the left side; atmakchy — ordo buzuchu — hits from
the standing position and chetmekchi who hits on
bended knees. Up to 5 meetings could take place
per day. Nowadays, ordbo is a national sport. From
1592 it is included into the program of national
sports and is in the Integrated Register of the
Republican. The championships of the country are
held regularly.

gates of the contesting team. The opponent team's
players try to counteract striving to retake the ulak
and throw it into rival's tai-kazan. By
contemporary rules the game lasts 60 minutes (3
periods, 20 minutes each). Team which scores
more ulaks in the opponent's tai-kazan wins.

The game originated long ago, Kyrgyz shepherds
had no firearms and herds were attacked by
wolves; brave horsemen chased after wolves

Kan Talamay The game with sheep alchiks. The essence of the | All
game is that each of two teams can crash ordo regions of
(stake) and capture the ‘khana’ with generals. the
country
. Traditional games
(horse games)
At chabysh Long-distance horse racing-the most favorite and | All
the main type of Kyrgyz national sport. regions of
the
- country
Kyz kuumay Catcha girl popular youth game which was a All
wedding custom before, This is the race whichis | regions of
attended by the bride, groom, and their friends the
where the main aim is to catch the bride and to country
kiss her.
Kok boru or Ulak | Kok-boru is traditional horse-game in which All
tartysh participate two teams of riders. Object of the game | regions of
is ulak - goat's carcass. Goal of each team is to be | the
the first to seize ulak and deliver it to "tai-kazan" - | country




untill the beasts' death. Dead wolf was brought to
the house of a respected person. Therefore the
original name is kok-boru ("grey wolf" in Kyrgyz
language).

Gradually, it transformed into the game when
men divided into teams and competed for the right
to present a wolf's carcass to their patriarch. When
the Kyrgyz passed to settled way of life, they
used a calf instead of wolf. Today they use goat's
carcass for ecological, economic and cultural
reasons, thus the game is called ulak-tartysh.

. Martial Arts and
Competitions
Zhorgo Salysh Sport races of amblers at great distance. All
regions of
the
country
Burkut (kush) The hunting with golden eagles of falcons on All
salu wolves, foxes, hares and pheasants — traditional regions of
national sport. the
country
Oodarysh A game in which two horse men are trying to All
bring each other down from the horse. regions of
the
country
Dzhamby atmay | Archery at full tilt. Today the participants fire a All
gun at stretched thread and ingot of any metal regions of
hanging on it. the
country
Kuresh Wrestling of strong men. The peculiarity of
Kyrgyz wrestling competitions is that all fightings
are accompanied by the komuzchi who comment
on what is going on, praise the strength and
courage of competitors.
Er Saiysh Fight of strong men with lances. The essence of | All
the game is that the horseman ride out into the regions of
field at a full gallop and win the blunt end of the | the
peak knock the opponent out of the saddle. country
Tyiyn enmei Getting the coin from the ground — the meaning of | All
this game is to pick up the coin from the ground regions of
while at a full gallop. the

country
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V. KbIPTbI3 VLJIHK OIOHTAP JKAHA BAJUIAP OIOHIAPBI

"By:z OIOHAYH MATepEH artamgsiusl D1 uabap” gen arasar.
| Knipremagapasin unrepreaen kabap Gepyy woay Gap Goaroin
: Anza uabapman (kaGup Tapkaryyuy) afibuLian aiibiara uT MeHen
fuaan 3are xabap tapkarkan. Byn 10 kava aija aa KeGypook
Danaapaad Typrai TONTYK Oloi.

i()lounyﬂ kateityyuyaapsl 20-30 merpaers apaabikta KO
| xapuamun Gl!p KQTaPra THIHAHI ajkiuar ga «AK TCPUK — KOK
i"l‘L‘-pC}C == 6}‘]3‘}]8}{ CH3re KHM KEpek» Aen Hooryy Kblfil{blpblﬂ
affTeiuar. Tauaaapln AILIMTAH OIOHYY O3YHO ULIHKLIPALL Y3y
CANMYYHY MAKCAT KOKOM  TBIPBILIBI Kapama Kapiiplh 1apaika
YVPRAIT.

TakTafiplig OKINOFOH 1aKTaifua chiRBIBIT anpiaT. 9 aaanajan
akd Gaurka Tycke Goéarod 8 Tonmdo asninar. O0HAYH MAKCATH
Goayn  TerepekiH  opTocymiarsl  dafian  Jen  atairap
TOPTOVPYTYKTY Dachill wiyy caHanar.

Hoadurny Peemebaivacsnin

SURETHTLTD 8 135

AALTRIMAT MHEICT DR

Oronayn KaTellyyuyaapbl 3KH TOHURO Geayner. 30x100 merp
QAUOMYIBNY SSHTUAHLIH 3KH JKaK GalbiHa Mapa — CBI3BIKUaiap
Gearyaener. HUyuykyiax OomonYa UAHTHAIAH OpPYH Qild TYprau
ypyyuy Ton jaisigiaaar. Ton Sepyyuy Tanaaasnt ansiyat, Tonty
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OIOHYY Mapara Hblfbif, KOAyHa OHP METPNHK Y3YHIYKTArhl
TASKTB] ANEI JKOFOPY Kapail BIPreITBIATaH TONTY ypat. Mymkys
Gonyiuyidy KaTyy YPrasaadn KiiiMH ail kapama-kapiubl mapara
uyeiiHn KYIYPYN JKCTHIIE Kepek. Anian kuilMd  oloHuyaap
WIMAINTHIPBITAT.

Tow Toke Bys komysn auyysy OOHAZp CAlTAHATTAp YYYPYHIA e KoH ne
Gom  ybakreUapaa  erxkepyiuy.  Yaxail  yetea  opuoryayl,
YCTOAAYH YCTYHO mapuup wmeHen Oekwriies THE Typrau
raskgara 6y1y skaHa Gallp! JKBIFAMTAH OION AJBIHFAH YAUKTLIEH
Kenbern opHoTyara.
o101aap

Karpunyyuyaap asamerpn
| Oprocysa uykeaepay safrawtsipar. Cakawbl aTyy MeicH
| OIOHAYH KU3ErHH @HBIKTANAT. | M. apatblkTa TErepeKkTHH IKd
WArBIHAH ATYYYY CBIZLIK Cbisbinatr. Brepae OupuHud Koay
AIKAILA YYKO OHYHAH TYUIYTT CBI3BIKTAH YPYN TYLIYPYHCe, aHaa
Ka/Iral aTyy/aap TCICPeKTHH CRIsITRHAR Oanran atnaar. Drepie
| ATKAHJA KAKIIEl THHOece. OIOHAVH MKYPYILY KHHHNKH OIOI4Yrd
_oToT. KM Ken uyke atuin aica, omo: xeryy4y 6001

Cpin { Byl uykenep meHeH oifHOouy HATepKH ofon, bya owoumy uorh
Emii, amrapaa ofinowron, alibi-aiua ke ypyy-ypyy Oonyn
| MEJUICIITEPAR Jia VIoWTYpywiKan, Oy eTkepyy Tyypauyy
| QUIBIH a71a cYHAOIYT anbliKa: Kafichl JKepae 0TROPYIOT, Kanya

Karsliyyyy, Kaniai cetiiasikrap Sonor. OoHYyIapALIH canLl ap
| Gup TonTo 25 KunnzeH Gonyn 50ro 4eifiiH JeTKeH.

Oronra 2 xazwic (ap Oup Tonton Gupien) skasa uyKelepiy

HOUVIATVYUVHYH MIATICTHH aTKapran 3 KHIIH  KaaLICTLIX KLINran.

[ Oion 3 ke aHAaR Kon KyH yzapent kere fepred. Tys sxepre

Ko PeonyGanracamit il
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' terepex amifmin wistar, Terepextun GopSopyHan GHp Ak
| GeTHIMH apaisirk! 35 TaMaHARl TY2CO, DKHHYN JKAK 18 OLIOHYO
| Bonro.
| Terepextitd GopSopy — OPJIONQ HAKAH YYHKYP Ka3bll Ajiwil ard
| KYMYUITOH, Re3/IeH e COOKIOH HKacanraH ThIbIHABL - XaHIbl
| cajpluKaH. AHb! Terepere ap Oup Rateiyyuyra Sten uyke, foro
Lwaxtan 249 uyke kolon upirehukan. Kumaun sykecy adxyp
| Typea, owoa GupHiu Sairraran, Jrepae OlHUY aTKanAa 4yKecy
OHYHAU TYLIYN TErepeKTeH HLIKCA, AHAA &1 OIOHAY GHIaH apbl
| ynanrar. KansieTap apaisikTapbii uesen usirsiuat. Jlackixkan
" otorny 20-30 weituy yyko yryn ama azar. OpAoio TOMOHKY:0i
| oronyynap 0ap: kadusayel — ChI3bIKKA COTOHYOIYH KOIOT TYPYTI, |
KHUMHE OYIYAYN 4YKe aTyydy. mopykuausr — col OyTyH |
| CRISLIKKA KOIOM, O KAKKA aTyydy, ammarisi — opao Oysyuy — |

| TYDYD aTyyqy JKaHa ‘epmstexyu — OTYPYN bl TH3CASH aTyyuy
olonyyaap. bup kynae Ske uelinn OloHNAPAL BTROpET. A3RIPKEI
| ybakta opao crnoprTyH YAYTTYK Typy Goiyvi ocerrreaer. 1952-
LiRbIpan Oaltan CnopriyH YAYTTYR TYPYHYH [porpaMMachiia |
| mana JKaunnl peenyOMHKaIbIK HHKTOO THIMCCHIE KHPIHIILITEH, |
. | PecuyOuKaibiK SHPHHUAIIKIED OTKOPYIYI Ty pat. . ool
Fast ruaamail Kofiayn dyxenopy seiren oftonyyay oworuap. Oonayn Maubsst L Oskoniy i
— ap Oup 7ton (skee Gomot) opaomy Ovavh, Xawael sKai | Gapasix
- — | IOORODIOPY MONGH B KIEIe Sy V Uy HEQ THpaT. | aiiMaktapet |
| 3. Jaauk owmiaap (ar oonaap) . T =y |
At sabbun | Vayn apaasikra ar 4abbiul - KbPrei3 MUK CHOPTTY D11 HKAKIIbL | OnrouyH
| KOPI'OIL Kana UCTH3IN TYPY- | Dapasik
. - o |f R . | aiimMaKTape!
| Kais kyymait Kuia kyymail — amypaa yitnenyy yanoTyHyH kaaaachi GOXIOH ! QikonyH
fxamTapasin Deavwayy oloHy., bya - keisra sketsn, ausl Gup — Oapabir
=

2.
' (;{c/u% H. Hiasuer
L {/
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T aitmartaps!
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qekTenoeiT. QoH4yIap O370pYyHOH OIOHIR Kanbic maitianar,
KanpieTa 3ukiHuy 4eiArTel Tepicn fozoT. An kek OGopy el
araaart. ;'.Ieru 1€ «CTai-Kazan»  jered TECPMHHIIMHN  KEXHH
ABICBIHEL, HATEPKH KY4KO TOIYN TYPraH KUTHTTEP KaIHuMEH 3¢
GO[TIYH Y MR LI, TANAIBIN- TAPThILLIL ﬂﬁHDIIIK{)Hﬂ_\'T}’ MCHCH
| Dafannuukan.  Aselpker  mesrHage  Oya 0OH  wapTka
,' I:l:'[aﬁbiiiTaUJTHi)bL‘ILlﬂ, Kbliina MAARHHATTATLIPEUINAH. ?}’Ep KOK
iBopyro 60 wmunyr (3 yOaxerr, 20 MMHYT) eTKel Kaphulyy
| HIHITEp RaTbilica, Oamisl Kecwiren yaak, alfipeiM yuypia
topnok ga Tapreiiar. Kok Oopy Taptniayvyuy Kep, wmapa
GCIUHICHET. Kansic OIOHYY:IAp B! amMaarail;ibirbHa,
gadenagcrurnge Kapaua Gapalap canaa sk waarka 6eaeT. An
aTHaH KeTHIL, KOJIYHIATH KoK DODPYHY OIOHYYAapiablil OPTOCYHA
TAUITAHT. 0!(1[!‘[}'.1]3[) a7 MEHSeH WOMIOWYH Keaun, amapibii
HUHHCH MBIKTEI '!:lﬁeﬂ.’l(‘.‘c}‘[ KOK ﬁ{!pYH‘l—' AHHIL Aablil KAauL
HOHOHT. A7 kex OepyHy blHraiiel Kelce ©HOKTOLITOPYHO
Gepyyro, aarbiiIa Mapard Tairooro, 43 SMH aTallalrapsl Kex

ARARCIIEINCT. .

Kok ©opy 7terus wepie oitnoinor. OQROHUYIApALIH - CAHBL |

OopyHy amjay  KyJIyn  amhlll.  0310pY Mapara  TallTooro

OnKoHYH
OapibiK
aliMarTaphl

4. Kypou ; Az Me aewmyyaep

JKopro caasin | ZKopronopay COpPTTYK ¥3yH apaablKTapra yuoyy.
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+ Oral tradition and expressions:
| -Falkales:
-epic songs (small epics:
—epics (farge epics);
-suyings and proverps,
Performing aris:
-the art of singing;
-the it of dancing;
-piusical and instrumental art:
-urt of nurrating.
Festive and ritual culture:
~velebrations:
~LCTEmonies;
-rituals.
Technigues and Technologies:
- techniques and technologies linked with
traditional crafts;
- technigques and rechnologies linked with
musioal instruments;
- techaigues and technologies linked with
traditional clothing:
| = techniques and technologies linked with
i traditional cuisine,
—zames for children:
- eames with alchiks:
- horse games;
- martial arts and competitions
Traditivnal knowledge:

|

| - knowledge about using natural recourses

Bz of Cutlure and Information

1. Identification of the element

National form for identifying [CH element

 Ulsktarcysh

' Domain: Traditional Games

| genre: horse games

Raev K.
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Annex 2

tor sustainable livelihood of population
(pastord nomadic knowledge):
| -knowledge about traditional system of
selt-government and methods of
| transmission of information of ecological
and ethinic importance from genermion o
generaton;
- knowledge about traditional system of
fpwration, development and maintepance
of high guality of individual and
population health of ethuos (through the |
system “Jeti Ata™;
-traditional medicine '
Ovnaments

Coumntry, area where the element is ina
given tine

Batken, Chui.

To which community a given element is

“Kok-boruchuu’, the players.

List of kok-boruchuulor co:ﬁ[mécﬂ; regions.

Description of main chargcteristics and
features of the element

L. Definition of the

ol

Sy ubtire and Infernsation

1 ::

Kui\'w-_bo_m is traditional horse-game in which participate two teams of riders,
(bject of the game is ulak - goat's carcass. Goal of each team is to be the
first to seize ulak and deliver it to "tai-kazan™ - gates of the contesting team.
The opponent team's players try W0 counteract striving w retake the ulak and
throw it into rival’s tai-kazan. By contemporary rules the game lasts 60
minutes (3 periods. 20 minutes each). Team: which scores more ulaks in the
opponent’s tai-kuzan wins.

The game originated long ago. Kyrgyz shepherds haa no livearms and herds
were  attacked by wolves; brave horsemen chased afier wolves untill the
beasts' death. Dead woll was brought to the house of a respected persun. |
Therefore the original nusie is koh-horu "grey wolt™ in Kyrgvr lang
Ciraduaily, it transformed into the game  when men divided into teams and
competed far the right W present a wolf's carcass 1o their pariarels. Whon the

gel.

Raev S.
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2 the element with
ng spects places of eultural

Ficritage

Adilitim ol

Thols sssociated with elemonts

miGrivation

i

Nawee! Address

[f there are any

f I any

. ——— o Amex2
Kyreyz passed to settled way ol lile. they used a call instead of woll. Today .
they use goal’s carcass for ecological. economic and eltaral reasons, thus
the gume is called ulak-tartysh.

*Kok-boruchuu’, the players. are the element bearers and practitioners. They
are primarily men. Today in Kyrgysstan there me 12 registered Higher
League teams. B0 semi-professional teams, and over 600 amateur teams in
all regions of the country. Even more people. men and women, play as
amateurs without any registration,. .,
Full video and audio information about the element is stored and availuble in
the following organizations:

Ministry of Culwre, Tourism and Information:

National Federation ol Kok-Boru:

| National Academy of Sciences:

| Cultural and Research Center "Aigine™.

|
i

111 Features of the element

Tangible abjects Atools (such as specind
places, vitual objects (if there are any)
associated with ensctment ar transmission
_of the clement

- no |

| no e J —
— IV. Classification of the ef t - N
fanguage of the element’s rensmission Verbal
| tmusical, verbal) N o R o
Name of the instrument vsed for the no ‘I
expression of the given element (musical i
instruments, means of production ele, and
their reles} should be indicated. Tt is
| possible to inclide phutos of these
s struments, i i = SRR
| 1 there are imy 18] = i
- V. Practitioner (bear/community /organization e _— y
| 1. Federation of Kok-Boru Players alas region
Begaliev Talas, Presilent, Kudaibergenov Ramis. member

1 97. Gagarina Str., Talas, Kyrgyz Republic

Ruev S,



Annex 2

+0996 777 673 131
2. Federation of Kok-Boru Players of Chui region
[ Ajveulov Aibek, President, Smanaliey Kemeibek, member
134, Tegolok Moldo Str., Issyk-Ata. Kvruyz Republic
l 096 530 552 600
3. Federation of Kok-Boru Players of Jalal-Abad region
[ Bekbolot Ibragimov, President
‘ 42, Auni Sir., Jalal-Abad, Kyrgyz Republic
+996 772 497 310
4. Federation of Kok-Boru Players of Osh region
i Kokkozov Ablaz, President
98, Toktogula Str.. Osh, Kyrgyz Republic
| +996 770 24 07 78
| 5. Federation of Kok-Boru Players of [ssukkul region
+ Jumabekov Erlan. President
| 27, Salieva Str, Kavakol, Kyrgyz Republic
+896 353 16 16 53
6, Federation of Kok-Boru Players of Narva region
Jusupov Syrgak, President, Anarbaev Sezbek, member
34, Tursunbaeva Str., Naryn, Kyreyz Republic
996 770 164 530
7. Federation of Kok-Boru Players of Batken region
Nivzov Taalay, eoordinator
37. Batken, Kyrayz Republic
+096 33244 1546
8. Wational Federation of Kok-Boru
Nasritdinov Almayz
| 17, T.Moldo Str., Bishkek. Kyrevz Republic
S +996 312 32 34 81 Fax 1996 312 32 53 08
rmation 1 I_I'I!-.m: are any B - _

VI Status of the clement

Viability =
T T e o X - . e r 2 5
{urrent conlition Bivel snalvsis of the cumrent conditicn | \\-'dely spread

L T

vt Clultare s Information aey 8.




_Annex 2

“Thres tn The viabiiy [ Dearee of threat extinetion and its na
causes(reduction in nuinbers, clrnge of
environment, te)
Fraguinney Has the element been threatened to no

| extinction betore

| -
=1 = —= = In 2007 year
| 1f there are any I no

=n

VIL  Person (s) who compiled the inventory entry

Work group:

| Mambetaliev Iskender

Bedilbaey Urmat
i Egenberdiev Nurlan
| Akunov Adilet

+ Bolotbekov Aidin
Saparbekov Askar
Toktogulov Bolot
Namazbekov Murat
Grishuk Cholponai (Aigine)

1
| | Sulaimanov Edil
|
|

Audio fixation

Photo fixation

Written texts

Video fixation

Pl 0F Stonage ' ' | National Federation of Kok-Boru:

! Natonal Academy of Sciences:
- Cultural and Research Center “Aigine™.

L April 27, 201

Upe o counpletivn

1

Mitklatry of Caitaie und Information

Raev S.



Thprese 2
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_ L “Faemen T naen i RAnnses i R —_ )
4 . Kex Sopy Sl
o _.i_"",Bh Gap Geaco Yask tapieiw o =l
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