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Dayirmi Masa istirakeilarimmin
YUNESKO-ya Miiraciati
Baki, 13 iyul 2009-cu il

Azorbaycan xalcasi — Azorbaycan ohalisinin ononovi badii senetkarlifinin an populyar
formalarindan biridir. Xal¢a tokco 6zlntiifade simvolu deyil, hom do Azorbaycan xalqinin rhilli
identikliyinin goruyucusu va dagiyicisidir. Xalga sonsti moadoni vo tarixi ardicillifin oshom:yyatini
tomin etmoakls, Azorbaycan madoniyyotinin muxtalif tarixi qatlarlm va dovrlerini 6ziinds birlagdirir.

Azarbaycan xalgacsr Boyik Ipak Yolu boyu 6lkalor arasinda asrlor boyu bas veran ¢oxtobagali
va miirokkob madeniyyetlorarasi mghsﬁl kimi interpretasiya oluna bilor. Azerbaycan xalca sonati
xalqlararas1 madoni dialoq vo yaxsi miinasibotlor vasitosi kimi hor zaman miixtelif xalglarm canli
maragina sabeb olmusdur. Azorbaycan xalgalar1 biitiin diinyada ¢oxsayli turistlar, kolleksiyacilar vo
muzeylor ti¢in on arzulanan tapintidir. Qarbin Sorq haqqinda tssovviirlori oksar hallarda, mohz
Azarbaycan xalga naxislart da daxil olmagla, Serq obrazlyam vasitasilo formalasir.

Diinyovi geyri-maddi irsin ohomiyyatinin  anlagilmasmin  yiiksoldilmasindo,
moadeniyyatlorarast dialoqun giiclondirilmesinds vo bu irsin qorunmasmin dostoklanmosinds
Reprezentativ siyahinin bir alst kimi rolunu nazars alaraq, hesab edirik ki, Azarbaycan xalgasinin
Reprezentativ siyahiya daxil edilmesi geyri-maddi irsin canli snsnesi kimi diinyovi xalga irsinin
doyorinin basa diisiilmosino tokan veror. Azerbaycan xalgagi icmalar1 terefinden yaradilan xalga
naxislar xal¢agilifin vizual dilinin biitiin rongarangliyi ilo gobul edilmasine vo gavranilmasina 6z
tohfasini vermoklo, tokco Azorbaycanda deyil, hemginin toxuculuq senatinin gadim dévrlorden bari
inkisaf etdiyl regionlarda da unudulmaqda olan sonstkarliq saholerinin yeniden dir¢almasino vo
yasadilmasina komak eds bilor.

Bundan basﬁqa, bu togobbiis diinyovi qeyri-maddi irsin modeni vo wmonovi doyorlorini
zanginlagdirmakle diinyanin modoni miixtalifliyins dostok vera bilar.

Qloballasma npocecu vo Azarbaycan comiyystinde hayat torzinin doyisilmasi naticasinda bu
sonat vo onun keyfiyyotinin derki azalmaqdadir. Azerbaycan xalgagiliq icmalarn miixtolif icmalar
arasinda dialoga gorait yaradan qloballasma prosesinin eyni zamanda geyri — maddi medeni irs iigiin
ciddi tohliike manbayi oldugunu etiraf edir vo xiisusen gonc nasiller iiglin geyri — maddi madeni irsin
va onun mithafizasinin shamiyyatinin derindon darkinin vacibliyini anlayirlar. Azsrbaycan xalgagiliq
icmalar1, homginin, bu giin, Azorbaycan xalgasina bazarda kiitlovi tolobatin artmasi ilo slagodar,
onlarin texniki xarakteristikasinin besitlogmoasindo vo naxislarin tehriﬁndan, son ucda, xalgalarin

keyfiyyetinin pislogmosi, naxisin monasinin va biitévlitkde Azorbaycan xalcast onsnalorinin itmosina



gotirib ¢ixara bilon mogamlara géro ¢ox narahatdirlar. Bu proses Azorbaycanin ¢oxsayli enenovi
icmalarinin tosarriifat qurulusunda xalganin roluna vo onun golacok inkisafina zerer vura biler.
Problemin garsisinin alinmasi ti¢lin goriilesi todbirlorden biri do xalganin Reprezentativ siyahiya
salinmasi1 ola bilor. Azorbaycan xalca¢i icmalari, 6z ndvbasindo, milli xalcanin qorunmasi Ugiin
ollarindon goalani edacoklarini Shdsloring gotiirtirlor.

Yuxarida deyilonlori nozors alaraq, biz, Azorbaycanin ononavi xalgacgiliq icmalarinin,
hamginin, xalga istehsalina vo arasdirilmasina calb edilmis ¢oxsaylt rossam ve dizaynerlorin, is
adamlarmin, alimlorin, sonastsiinas vo muzey isgilorinin niimayandslori olan Doyirmi Masa
istirak¢ilarl, “Azorbaycan xalcast” nominasiyasinin YUNESKO-nun geyri-maddi madeni irsi iizra

Reprezentativ siyahisina salinmasina dair 6z azad, ilkin ve melumatlanmis raziligimiz: bildiririk.
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The Address to UNESCO
Approved by the Participants of the Round Table

“Perspectives of Inclusion of “The Azerbaijani Carpet”
into the Representative List of [CH”

Baku, July 13, 2009

The Azerbaijani Carpet is one of the most widespread forms of traditional artistic crafts among
the population of Azerbaijan. The carpet is not only a handicraft product and a symbol of artistic
self-expression, but is also the bearer and keeper of the national identity of Azerbaijani
communities at home and abroad. Through centuries of development the Azerbaijani Carpet has
incorporated the social, cultural and artistic values of various periods in the history of
Azerbaijan, providing the Azerbaijani people with the spiritual foundation of their cultural and
historical continuity.

The Azerbaijani Carpet can be interpreted as a complex multi-layered product of intra- and
intercultural interactions that developed over many centuries between the lands and cultures
situated along the Great Silk Road. The Azerbaijani Carpet played an active role in cultural
dialogue between the peoples of the Caucasus, Asia Minor, Central Asia, and the Middle East,
stimulated artistic interaction between East and West, and inspired many great personalities in
world culture. Azerbaijani carpets have made a considerable contribution to the development of
world textile art; they are an integral part of the holdings of great international museums and
important private collections, and are valuable acquisitions for numerous foreign visitors to
Azerbaijan. The Western vision of the East and Oriental culture is often formed through images
of Oriental carpet patterns, including masterpieces of Azerbaijani carpets.

Taking into consideration the role of the Representative List as a tool for increasing
understanding of the importance of intangible cultural heritage (ICH), for strengthening
intercultural dialogue, and for promoting and safeguarding this heritage, we believe that the
inclusion of the Azerbaijani Carpet on the Representative List will substantially increase the
understanding of the value of the world's carpet-weaving heritage as a living tradition of ICH.
The many motifs and patterns created by communities of Azerbaijani weavers can contribute to a
better understanding and perception of diverse visual languages of world carpet-making. It can
also help to revive lost knowledge and support handicraft skills not only in Azerbaijan, but also
in those regions of the world where traditional craft requires support for sustainability. In
addition, its inclusion will promote diversity in world culture by enriching the cultural and
spiritual values of the world’s ICH.

However, due to the process of globalisation and consequent changes in the traditional way of
life in Azerbaijani society, awareness of the carpet-weavers’ art and its qualities is in decline.
Recognizing that the processes of globalization, while creating the dialogue among communities
also gives rise to grave danger of the disappearance of the intangible cultural heritage, the
weaving communities of Azerbaijan understand the need to build greater awareness, especially
among the younger generations, of the importance of the intangible cultural heritage and its
safeguarding.

The carpet-weaving community of Azerbaijan is also greatly concerned that, while today's output
of Azerbaijani carpet production has been considerably increased in order to meet mass market
demand, this process is leading to the worsening of technical characteristics of carpets and the
distortion of their patterns. That, in turn, may cause the degradation of the quality of carpets,



decline in craftsmanship and, as result, loss of traditions of Azerbaijani carpets. This devalues
the cultural importance of the Azerbaijani Carpet, undermines its social role in the daily
household life of many traditional communities in Azerbaijan, and may harm its further
development. We understand that in order to support the development of current carpet
craftsmanship, appropriate cultural measures and social actions must be taken, and inclusion of
the Azerbaijani Carpet into the Representative List may be one of those important acts. The
weaving communities of Azerbaijan and all those who are involved in the modern development
of the Azerbaijani Carpet are willing and able to put all their efforts into safeguarding this
national cultural heritage.

Considering all factors of the modern development of the Azerbaijani Carpet, we, the
participants of the Round Table, who represent the traditional carpet-weaving communities of
Azerbaijan, as well as artists, designers, carpet traders, scholars, museum collection keepers, and
researchers involved in the design, manufacture, and study of carpets, express our free, prior and
informed consent to the nomination of the ‘Azerbaijani Carpet’ for the UNESCO Representative
List of ICH.

List of the Participants of the Round Table
“Perspectives for Inclusion of the Azerbaijani Carpet
into the Representative List of ICH”

1. Rasim Efendi — academician (signed)
2. Teymur Bunyadov — academician (signed)
3. Roya Taghiyeva — Doctor of Arts, Prof., chair of I[COM Azerbaijan (signed)
4. Arif Mustafayev — Doctor of History., Prof., ethnographer (signed)
5. Mashadikhanim Nematova — Doctor of History (signed)
6. Anvar Garayev - carpet designer (signed)
7. Eldar Mikayilzade- carpet designer (signed)
8. Afet Makhmudova - carpet designer (signed)
9. Mammadhuseyn Huseynov - carpet designer (signed)
10. Natig Safarov — carpet restorer (signed)
11. Alisafa Nuriyev — head of Azerkhalcha Company (signed)
12. Vidadi Muradov — head of Azerilme Company (signed)
13. Eldar Huseynov — head of the L.Kerimov Foundation for Carpet Development  (signed)
14. Mahir Pashayev — director of the Burch Research Centre (signed)
15. Vahid Memishov — the Atropatena Carpet-producing Company (signed)
16. Nazim Naghiyev — Vulkan Carpet-producing Company, Sheki (signed)
17. Zemfira Agayeva — Gizilaller Workshop, Shamkir (signed)
18. Dilshad Huseynova — Gulustan Carpet Workshop, Ismailli (signed)
19. Ruhiya Suleymanova — Khoshbaht Carpet Workshop, Ismailli (signed)
20. Fatma Agamirzayeva — director of the Aygun Company, Kuba (signed)
21. Humaya Mammedova — head of the Gadim Kuba Company, Kuba (signed)
22. Zahra Aliyeva — weaver, Baku (signed)
23. Afet Aliyeva — weaver, Baku (signed)
24. Garira Mammadova — weaver, Baku (signed)
25. Zumrud Huseynzadeh — weaver, Baku (signed)
26. Shafiga Namazova — weaver, Baku (signed)
27. Sanura Rustamova — weaver, Baku (signed)
28. Solmaz Namazova — weaver, Baku (signed)
29. Durdana Babayeva — weaver, Baku (signed)
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Nazila Abilova — weaver, Baku

Susan Mikailova — weaver, Baku

Shukufa Guliyeva — weaver, Baku

Khalida Safarova — weaver, Saatli

Nazbaim Huseynova — weaver, Saatly

Ganisha Rahimova — weaver, Sabirabad

Akif Maharramov —~ weaver, Sabirabad

Aliya Aliyeva — weaver, Imishli

Gulnar Gurbanova — weaver, Imishli

Agamzadeh Nisayeva — weaver, Lenkoran
Khanim Bakhshiyeva — weaver, Lenkoran

Fardiya Shabanova — weaver, Astara

Shakhanim Zulfugarova — weaver, Astara

Raisa Mirzayeva — weaver, Masall

Mahabat Abdulazimova — weaver, Sheki

Salimli Mammedova— weaver, Sheki

Masiba Mirza — weaver, Balakan

Umeysat Algayeva — weaver, Balakan

Aynur Suleymanova — weaver, Balakan

Sulhiya Aliyeva — weaver, Lahic

Nasiba Mirzayeva — weaver, Lahic

Tofiga Valiyeva — weaver, Agstafa

Sevil Alakberova — weaver, Agstafa

Tarana Akhundova — weaver, Agstafa

Solmaz Amirova — weaver, Shamkir

Leyla Aliyeva — weaver, Shamkir

Saida Habibullayeva — weaver, Oguz

Solmaz Amirova — weaver, Zagatala

Tukazban Seidova — weaver, Shamakhi

Nazim Kalyugin — weaver, Kazakh

Fazil Abasguluzadeh - Youth Center of Carpet Art, Sumgait
Antiga Muradova — “Against Poverty” NGO, Barda
Namaz Karimov — “Against Poverty” NGO, Barda
Ulker Karimli — “Against Poverty” NGO, Barda
Yagut Jalalova — director of Regional Museum of History.
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