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Item 19 of the Provisional Agenda:

Voluntary supplementary contributions to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund
	Summary

In accordance with Article 25.5 of the Convention, the Committee may accept contributions to the Fund for specific purposes relating to specific projects, provided that those projects have been approved by the Committee. The present document concerns offers by the Netherlands, Norway and Spain to support several capacity-building programmes benefitting developing countries.

Decision required: paragraph 7


1. Chapter VI of the Convention concerning the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund states that States may wish to provide voluntary supplementary contributions (Article 27) in addition to their assessed contributions as defined in Article 26. Article 25.5 also provides for the possibility that such contributions be made in favour of specific projects, ‘provided that those projects have been approved by [the Committee]’. 

2. By its decision 5.COM 17 in 2010, the Committee accepted a generous contribution to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund offered by Norway of approximately US$1.3 million to support three capacity-building programmes in Portuguese-speaking African countries, Central Asia and the Caribbean, respectively. In that same decision it invited other States Parties ‘to consider the possibility of supporting the global capacity-building strategy by offering similar voluntary supplementary contributions to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund’. Responding to that call, Spain made a voluntary supplementary contribution of US$230,770 to support a capacity-building programme in Central America. 
3. The Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund has also received two voluntary supplementary contributions from Japan in response to Committee decisions. First was a contribution of US$160,100 to support the organization of the Open ended intergovernmental working group to discuss possible measures to improve the treatment of nominations to the Representative List by the Committee, Subsidiary Body and Secretariat (Paris, 12 and 13 September 2011), responding to Decision 5.COM 7, and second was a contribution of US$82,629 for the Open ended intergovernmental working group on the ‘right’ scale or scope of an element (Paris, 22 and 23 October 2012), responding to Decision 6.COM 15.
4. A number of developing countries have benefitted from the Convention’s global capacity-building strategy for the effective safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage, thanks to the support of generous donors. The strategy aims at providing a diverse complement of interventions over the course of several years – designed according to each State’s need – to strengthen and solidify its human and institutional capacities for safeguarding
. The effective implementation of the global capacity-building strategy is possible only through the coordination of financial resources from several sources. These include UNESCO’s Regular Programme, contributions in cash or in kind of a growing number of Member States, and the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund, in particular through its budget line ‘other functions of the Committee’ (Resolution 4.GA 7). Earmarked contributions to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund such as those from Norway and Spain in 2010 and 2011 are particularly important because they allow effective utilization of resources beginning from a careful needs assessment and consultation with the beneficiary countries and leading seamlessly to project implementation. 

5. The needs in many countries for strengthening national capacities remain unmet and a number of States Parties have not benefited from the Convention’s opportunities for cooperation. In order to enable those countries to participate in multi-year projects tailored to their specific needs, the Netherlands, Norway and Spain have generously offered to provide contributions of 250,000 euros
, 10,000,000 Norwegian kroner
 and 125,000 euros
, respectively, as set out in Annex 1, 2 and 3 to this document. After consultation with the Secretariat of the Convention and in the light of the global distribution of needs and other available resources, the Netherlands, Norway and Spain have proposed that their voluntary supplementary contributions be used for five specific projects, should the Committee approve, as follows:

	Project
	Donor
	Amount

	Strengthening the capacities of Suriname and Dutch Caribbean islands for implementing the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
	Netherlands
	100% of its contribution

	Second phase of the project ‘Strengthening capacities of Portuguese-speaking countries in Africa for implementing the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage’ with special emphasis on São Tomé and Príncipe and possible extension to Guinea Bissau and Cape Verde
	Norway
	35% of its contribution

	Strengthening the capacities of Maghreb countries (Morocco, Mauritania, Tunisia) for implementing the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
	Norway
	33% of its contribution

	Strengthening the capacities of Myanmar for implementing the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
	Norway
	16% of its contribution

	Strengthening the capacities of Eritrea for implementing the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
	Norway
	16% of its contribution

	Strengthening the capacities of Niger for implementing the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
	Spain
	100% of its contribution


6. The Committee may wish to encourage other donors to consider supporting the global capacity-building strategy through similar earmarked voluntary contributions to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund. This funding modality allows the Committee to better coordinate international cooperation as described in Article 19 of the Convention, while permitting the Secretariat to match needs and resources responsively and deliver services effectively; it also provides high visibility to the donor. In keeping with the Organization’s principle of results-based management, the Secretariat is responsible to the General Assembly – and through it, to the donors – for achieving concrete results in accordance with the specific purposes agreed between the donors and the Committee. 

7. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:

DRAFT DECISION 7.COM 19
The Committee,
1. Having examined Document ITH/12/7.COM/19,
2. Recalling Article 25.5 of the Convention and Chapter II of the Operational Directives,
3. Commends the Netherlands, Norway and Spain for their generous offers of voluntary supplementary contributions to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund to support capacity-building programmes in developing countries;
4. Approves the specific capacity-building programmes proposed in that document and requests the Secretariat to move forward with their implementation;
5. Accepts with gratitude the generous contributions of the Netherlands, Norway and Spain;
6. Takes note that such voluntary supplementary contributions for specific purposes relating to specific projects allow the Committee and Secretariat to mobilize and utilize extra-budgetary funds strategically and effectively;
7. Invites other States Parties to consider the possibility of supporting the global capacity-building strategy by offering similar voluntary supplementary contributions to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund.
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Sra. Cecile DUVELLE

Jefa de la Seccién de Patrimonio Inmaterial
Sector Cultura

UNESCO

Madrid, 13 de noviembre de 2012

Estimada Sra. Duvelle,

Como Estado Parte de la Convencion para la Salvaguardia del Patrimonio Cultural Inmaterial,
el Reino de Espana se propone dar una contribucion voluntaria complementaria al Fondo de
Salvaguardia del Patrimonio Cultural Inmaterial, al margen de la prevista en el articulo 26 de la
Convencion.

Espana quiere expresar su satisfaccion con la estrategia global de fortalecimiento de
capacidades dirigida por la UNESCO, cuya importancia el Comité ha resaltado en muchas
ocasiones como hemamienta para ayudar a los Estados Partes en sacar el maximo partido a
este instrumento normativo, de lo cual Espana ya tiene una experiencia positiva reciente como
fue el nuestra contribucion voluntaria suplementaria del 2011 al Fondo de Salvaguardia del
Patrimonio Cultural Inmaterial para el fortalecimiento de capacidades en Centroamérica.

Espana es consciente de que la UNESCO ha dedicado esfuerzos sustanciales a una estrategia
global de fortalecimiento de capacidades para la- Salvaguardia del Patrimonio Cultural
Inmaterial y que un buen nimero de paises en vias de desarrollo ya se han beneficiado de ello.
A pesar de este apoyo sustancial, sigue habiendo necesidad en muchos paises de asistencia, y
un buen numero de Estados Partes no han podido beneficiarse aln de las oportunidades para
la Cooperacion que ofrece la Convencion.

Por tanto le agradeceria que presentase al Comité una nueva propuesta de contribucion
voluntaria complementaria para el Fondo de Salvaguardia del Patrimonio Cultural Inmaterial, en
virtud del art. 25 de la Convencion. Espana desea que su donacién se destine a un programa
de fortalecimiento de capacidades para que un Estado Parte se beneficie de una politica para
la salvaguardia efectiva y sustancial del patrimonio cultural inmaterial presente en su territorio.





[image: image7.png]Espana propone destinar una contribucion voluntaria suplementaria de 167.336% (ciento
sesenta y siete mil trescientos treinta y seis dolares). Tras consultas con el Secretariado de la
Convencién y teniendo en cuenta la lista de los paises prioritarios establecidos por la AECID,
asi como el mapa de los paises que ya se benefician de la estrategia de fortalecimiento de las
capacidades globales, Espana propone que esta conlribucion se destine al fortalecimiento de
las capacidades de Niger para poner en practica la Convencién de Salvaguardia del
Patrimonio Cultural Inmaterial por medio de un proyeclo de 24 meses.

Entiendo que, si esta contribucion recibe el visto bueno del Comité Integubernamental para la
Salvaguardia del Patrimonio Cultural Inmaterial, el Secretariado procedera a la elaboracion de
un plan de trabajo concreto para la puesta en practica de esta actividad, con el fin de que
empiece lo antes posible. El proyecto se pondra en practica adaptandose a las necesidades
especificas de Niger, incluyendo la revision de politicas y legislacion, el redisefo de la
infraestructura instilucional para adaptarla a las caracteristicas de la salvaguardia del
patrimonio cultural inmaterial, el desarrollo de métodos y sistemas de inventariado, la
participacion de todas las partes interesadas y la mejora de conocimiento y técnicas para
solicitar asistencia internacional o para presentar candidaturas a las listas de la Convencion.

Entiendo ademas que la contribucion sera cargada a la Cuenta especial para la Salvaguardia
del Patrimonio Cultural Inmaterial y se regird por su normativa financiera, tal como fue
aprobada por el Comité en su primera sesion extraordinaria de mayo de 2007. Aunque el
Director General informa anualmente a la Asamblea General de Estados parte sobre el uso de
estos fondos, Espaiia agradecera que se le manlenga informado de forma regular sobre el
desarrollo y ejecucion del proyecto, en el marco de las Comisiones Mixtas entre Espana y la
UNESCO.

Espero que la contribucién voluntaria suplementaria al Fondo produzca beneficios tangibles en
la forma de fortalecimiento de capacidades de los paises beneficiarios y del Secretariado, de
modo que juntos podamos avanzar en la implementacion de la Convencion y cooperar
activamente en la Salvaguardia del Palrimonio Cullural Inmaterial. Confio en que el Comité
apruebe el proyecto en su reunion de diciembre de 2012 para que las actividades puedan
empezar cuanto antes.

Agradeciéndole de antemano su atencion, le ruego que me haga saber si requiere informacion
adicional por parte de Espana

Le saluda atentamente,

CAMMATVWATYO

T T

Carlos Maldonado




ANNEX III: translation from the secretariat
	MINISTRY OF

FOREIGN AFFAIRS
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	aecid

Spanish Agency for International Cooperation and Development

DIVISION OF CULTURAL AND SCIENTIFIC RELATIONS

CHIEF OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COORDINATION
OF CULTURAL AND SCIENTIFIC RELATIONS



Ms Cécile DUVELLE
Chief, Intangible Cultural Heritage Section
Culture Sector
UNESCO

Madrid, 13 November 2012

Dear Ms Duvelle,

As a State Party to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, the Kingdom of Spain proposes to provide a voluntary supplementary contribution to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund in addition to that foreseen under Article 26 of the Convention.

Spain would like to express its satisfaction with the global capacity-building strategy conducted by UNESCO, the importance of which has been repeatedly stressed by the Committee as a means to assist Member States in taking full advantage of this normative instrument, and of which Spain already has a recent positive experience through our 2011 voluntary supplementary contribution to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund in support of a capacity-building programme in Central America. 

Spain takes note that UNESCO has devoted substantial efforts to a global capacity-building strategy for the effective safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage and that a number of developing countries have already benefitted from it. Despite this substantial support, the needs in many countries for such assistance remain significant and diverse and a number of States Parties have not fully benefited from the Convention’s opportunities for cooperation. 

Spain therefore would appreciate it if you could bring a new proposal for a voluntary supplementary contribution to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund to the attention of the Committee, in conformity with Article 25.5 of the Convention. Spain would like our donation to be allocated to a capacity building programme to help a beneficiary State to develop policies for the effective and substantial safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage present in its territory.

Spain proposes to provide a voluntary supplementary contribution in the amount of US$167,336 (one hundred sixty-seven thousand and three hundred thirty-six dollars). After consultation with the Secretariat of the Convention and taking into account the list of priority countries established by AECID as well as the map of countries already benefitting from the global capacity-building strategy, Spain proposes that this contribution be used for strengthening the capacities of Niger for implementing the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage through a 24-month project.

Should this contribution be received favourably by the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, it is my understanding that the Secretariat will proceed to the elaboration of a concrete work plan for the implementation of this activity, to begin at the earliest possible opportunity. The project will implement an integrated approach tailored to the specific needs of Niger including revision of policies and legislation, redesign of the institutional infrastructure to cater to the specific needs of intangible cultural heritage safeguarding, development of inventory methods and systems, the involvement of all stakeholders and enhancement of knowledge and skills required to request international assistance or submit nominations to the Convention’s lists.

It is my further understanding that the contribution will be credited to the Special Account for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage and governed by its Financial Regulations, as adopted by the Committee at its first extraordinary session in May 2007. Although the formal reporting on the use of these funds is made by the Director-General to the General Assembly of the States Parties, Spain will appreciate being kept informed by you on a regular basis of the development and implementation of the project, in the context of the Joint Commissions between Spain and UNESCO.

It is the hope that this voluntary supplementary contribution to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund will produce tangible benefits in the form of strengthened capacities of the beneficiary countries and the Secretariat, so that together they can effectively implement the Convention and cooperate actively in the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage. I hope that we may look forward to the approval of the Committee when it meets in December 2012, so that the activities may get underway soon thereafter. 

Thank you in advance for bringing this proposal to its attention, and please let me know if any additional information is required from Spain.

Yours sincerely,
Carlos Maldonado
�.	A brief overview of UNESCO’s global capacity-building strategy, including its first results and current challenges, is provided in document � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/doc/src/ITH-12-7.COM-INF.5-EN.doc" ��ITH/12/7.COM/INF.5�.


�.	Approximately US$324,000 at current exchange rates.


�.	Approximately US$1.76 million at current exchange rates.


�.	US$167,336 at the exchange rate of the time of receipt of the contribution at the end of 2010.






