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Item 14.a of the Provisional Agenda:

Accreditation of non-governmental organizations

	Summary

In accordance with Chapter III.2.2 of the Operational Directives and with Resolution 4.GA 6, this document presents the requests of NGOs to be accredited to provide advisory services to the Committee.
Decision required: paragraph 9


1. The Operational Directives lay out in Chapter III.2.2 (paragraphs 91-99) the criteria and procedures for the accreditation of non-governmental organizations (‘NGOs’) to provide advisory services to the Committee, as provided in Article 9 of the Convention. The General Assembly has to date accredited 156 such organizations (97 by its Resolution 3.GA 7 and 59 by Resolution 4.GA 6). The Committee at its seventh session recommended an additional ten NGOs for accreditation (Decision 7.COM 16.a). The General Assembly at its fourth session encouraged non-governmental organizations that meet the criteria to submit their requests for accreditation at the earliest opportunity. It also invited the Committee to undertake a reflection on the criteria and modalities for accreditation of non-governmental organizations, taking account of their role in the Convention (Resolution 4.GA 6); this question is addressed in document ITH/13/8.COM/14.b. 
2. The Operational Directives provide that NGOs should submit their requests for accreditation to the Secretariat at least four months before each session of the Committee, i.e. 31 May 2013, and 22 entities submitted new requests. An additional 22 requests not completed prior to the seventh session of the Committee remained active.

3. After requesting additional information from many of these entities, the Secretariat proceeded to its examination of those requests that were completed on or before 1 September 2013. The website of the Convention (http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?lg=en&pg=522) makes available all of the requests that were completed by that time, namely the standard form ICH-09 submitted by each organization, together with the pertinent supplementary documents they submitted regarding items 8.a and 8.b of that form. The request and the supplementary documents are presented in the language in which they were submitted.

4. In accordance with paragraph 92 of the Operational Directives, the Secretariat submits to the Committee its recommendation that the following twelve NGOs appear to satisfy the criteria for accreditation set out in paragraph 91 of those Directives:
	Name of Organization
	Country of headquarters
	Request number

	Associazione per la conservation delle tradizioni popolar / Association for the conservation of folk traditions
	Italy
	NGO-90316

	Berättarnätet Kronoberg / The storytelling network of Kronoberg
	Sweden
	NGO-90306

	Centre for Heritage Development in Africa - CHDA
	Kenya
	NGO-90313

	Centrum voor Agrarische Geschiedenis
Atrechtcollege / Centre for Agrarian History - CAG
	Belgium
	NGO-90300

	Doostdaran and Hafezane Kheshte Kham Association - DHKKA
	Islamic Republic of  Iran
	NGO-90289

	Ens de l'Associacionisme cultural catala / Organe de l'Associationnisme culturel catalan
	Spain
	NGO-90318

	Eric Sahlström Institutet / The Eric Sahlström Institute
	Sweden
	NGO-90317

	International Mask Arts & Culture Organization - IMACO
	Republic of Korea
	NGO-90295

	Memória Imaterial Cooperativa Cultural CRL / Intangible Memory - Cultural Cooperative CRL
	Portugal
	NGO-90307

	Norges Husflidslag / Norwegian Folk Art and Craft Association
	Norway
	NGO-90308

	UNESCO Etxea: Centro UNESCO Euskal Herria / UNESCO Etxea: UNESCO Centre of the Basque Country
	Spain
	NGO-90032

	Рэспубліканскае маладзёжнае грамадскае аб'яднанне "Студэнцкае этнаграфічнае таварыства" / National Youth Non-Governmental Organization ‘Student Ethnographic Association’
	Belarus
	NGO-90304


5. In accordance with paragraph 92 of the Operational Directives, the Secretariat submits to the Committee its recommendation that, based upon the information they have provided, the following seven organizations do not appear to satisfy the criteria set out in paragraph 91 of the Directives:
	Name of Organization
	Country of headquarters
	Request number

	Association for Natural Medicine in Europe e.V (ANME)
	Germany
	NGO-90315

	Cerle Internacional d'Amics dels Gegants / International Circle of Friends of Giants
	Spain
	NGO-90302

	Eypωπaiko Kentpo Texnhσ Kai Epeynaσ Toy Πoλitiσmoy Toy Anatoλikoy Pωmaikoy Kpatoyσ Σthn Eypωπh / European Art Center and Institute for Eastern Roman Empire Research Studies in Europe (EUARCE)
	Greece
	NGO-90299

	Groupe folklorique Mbudje Nshimikulu de Balubakat
	Democratic Republic of the Congo
	NGO-90301

	PCI-Associaçăo Portuguesa para a Salvaguarda do Património Cultural Imaterial / Portuguese Association for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
	Portugal
	NGO-90309

	Scuola di tarantella montemaranese / Tarantella Montemaranese School
	Italy
	NGO-90244

	Xalςa Dünyası Assosiasivası / The World Carpet Association
	Azerbaijan
	NGO-90282


6. In the cases of NGO-90244 and NGO-90309, the organization has not carried out activities for at least four years when being considered for accreditation (paragraph 91 (e) iii). Both were encouraged to resubmit requests at a later stage, when they will have carried out activities for a sufficient time. In the remaining cases, the organization did not demonstrate that it has proven competence, expertise and experience in safeguarding intangible heritage (as defined in Article 2 of the Convention).
7. In addition, seven entities submitted new requests prior to 31 May 2013 that were not completed on or before 1 September 2013. These requests, if complete, may be presented to the Committee at a subsequent session. They are listed for the Committee’s information in the Annex to this document.
8. The Committee is invited to examine the above recommendations with regard to accrediting NGOs in conformity with paragraph 91 of the Operational Directives.

9. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:

DRAFT DECISION 8.COM 14.a
The Committee,
1. Having examined Document ITH/13/8.COM/14.a,

2. Recalling Article 9 of the Convention and Chapter III.2.2 of the Operational Directives,
3. Further recalling Resolutions 3.GA 7 and 4.GA 6,
4. Decides that the following organizations satisfy the criteria set out in the above-mentioned Directives and recommends to the General Assembly that they be accredited to provide advisory services to the Committee: 
· (name of NGO, country of headquarters)

5. Encourages non-governmental organizations that meet the criteria established in Chapter III.2.2 of the Operational Directives to submit their requests for accreditation at the earliest opportunity.
ANNEX

This Annex presents a list of those entities that submitted requests to be accredited to provide advisory services to the Committee that were received on or before 31 May 2013 but not completed on or before 1 September 2013. If complete, these requests may be presented to the Committee at a subsequent session.
	Name of entity
	Country of headquarters

	Alliance Française de Nairobi
	Kenya

	Assemblée des arméniens d'Arménie occidentale
	France

	Fondation des œuvres pour la solidarité et le bien-être social - FOSBES
	Democratic Republic of the Congo

	Lok Kala Sagar Sansthan
	India

	National Council of Folklorists of UGANDA-NACOFU
	Uganda

	The Norwegian Museum of Cultural History/Norwegian Ethnological Research
	Norway

	Organisation des Nations Autochtones de Guyane - ONAG
	French Guiana (France)

	Sami Handcraft Foundation Sámi Duodji
	Sweden

	Société française d’Ethnoscénologie (SOFETH)
	France

	World Mountain People Association - WMPA
	France


In addition, the following 15 entities that submitted requests for accreditation prior to 15 July 2011 have not responded to the Secretariat’s requests for additional information; in all cases the most recent communication from the entity is more than one year old. The Secretariat considers these requests to have been suspended. 
	Name of entity
	Country of headquarters

	Al Ahli Club of Jordan
	Jordan

	Center for Research on the Armenian Diaspora
	France

	Central Asian Crafts Support Association's Resource Center - CACSARC
	Kyrgyzstan

	Centre for Reading and Cultural Entertainment
	Lebanon

	China Art Anthropology Institute
	China

	Cultural Movement
	Lebanon

	Damascus Friends Foundation - DFF
	Syrian Arab Republic

	Farafra Badr Museum
	Egypt

	International Council for Philosophy and Humanistic Studies
	France

	International Dance Council - IDC
	France

	International Scientific Council for Island Development - INSULA
	France

	L'Institut Européen d'enseignement des relations publiques - IEERP
	France

	Museums Association of Namibia
	Namibia

	Uganda Performing Rights Society
	Uganda

	United Natives of Alaotra - Imerimandroso - Z.A.M.I.
	Madagascar



