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From olden times Ssirum has been a precious national heritage for the Korean people,
which develops strength and valor, wisdom and the might of unity.
Today, under the right policy of our Party for the protection of national heritage, Ssirum i
s actively promoted and has become an inseparable part of our people’s life.
With the belief that inscription of the element on the representative list of the intangible ¢
ultural heritage of humanity completely conforms with the international 2003 convention an
d will provide a good opportunity for protecting the national intangible heritage, we consent

to its nomination.

Ryong Ju, director general, NAPCH

Hyen Sang Ju, Chairman, Central Committee of the General Federation of Trade Union
s of Korea

Ri Myong Gil, Chairman, Central Committee of the Union of Agricuitural Workers of Kor
ea

Chon Yong Nam, Chairman, Central Committee of Kim Il Sung Socialist Youth League

Kim Yong Hun, Minister of Physical Culture and Sports

Jon Kwang Chol, General Secretary, Korea Ssirum Association

Hwang Yong Bo, Chairman, Central Radio and TV Broadcasting Committee of Korea

Kim Chol, Head, Pyongyang Municipal Sports Team

Go Myong Jin, Head, South Hamgyong Provincial Sports Team

Kim Myong Song, Head, Taeryonggang Sports Team

Li Chol Ryong, Head, Kangwon Provincial Sports Team
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Consent

Although the people at my home village do not know the name Ju Chang Yong, there is
no one who does not now a man called “eldest man in Ssirum”
It is because | am well known to many people by training Ssirum skills in leisure times fo
r 40 years, as a famous phanmagi Ssirum player and Ssirum teacher.
Though | am 74 years old now, | would like to play a game with young men when | see
them playing, so it appears to me that | have loved the element all my life.
| fully support the nomination of the element on the representative list of the intangible
cultural heritage of humanity with the feeling of great national pride.

Ju Chang Yong, farmer, Sinam Cooperative Farm,
Ryongchon County, North Phyongan Province
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Consent

In our local areas there are many places with long-standing tradition of Ssirum and many

people who possess high skills and transmit them to the coming generations.

People in these areas are strong in rivairy in Ssirum and feel deep attachment.

In the Ssirum games over the past 10 years, our men have won most of oxen, and each
time, a jubilant festival mood prevailed in our native places.

On holidays, days-off or during breaks of work they hold lively games, when the elderly a
nd kids as well as young people unfold impressive scenes of demonstrating their skills.
Highly appreciating the nomination of Ssirum which is a valuable national heritage, on the r
epresentative list of the intangible cultural heritage, we fully support it on behalf of all the S
sirum players, amateurs and all other people of North Phyongan Province.

Choe Jong Gon, Chairman, North Phyongan Provincial People’s Committee

Song Yong Hl, Chairman, Management Board of the Sinam Cooperative Farm, Ryongchon
County, North Phyongan Province

Hyen Ju Nam, Chairman, Management Board of the Namap Cooperative Farm, Yomju Co
unty, North Phyongan Province
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Consent

Though | am a student specializing in sculpture, | love Ssirum very much.
When | feel tried after nightlong creative work, | play Ssirum with my friends. Then | feel y
outhful vigour welling up and sometimes have a sudden inspiration for creation.
There will be no young man in Korea who is not excited on the Ssirum ground where youth
and strength, wisdom and courage are measured.
As a young man of Korea who love Ssirum, | enthusiastically support and approve the nom
ination of the element, which we young people love and enjoy playing, on the representati
ve list of the intangible cultural heritage of humanity.

Ko Kon, student, Pyongyang University of Fine Arts
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Consent

We participated in the aegi Ssirum during this year’s national inter-provincial Ssirum tourna
ment. Although young, we like Ssirum very much.

When our fathers, mothers and teachers praise us, saying we are good at Ssirum and w
hen even grandmothers and grandfathers we are not familiar with pat our shoulders and gi
ve us delicious foods after we have won games, we really feel elated.

Our teachers have told us that Ssirum will become known across the world.

By training and studying harder we will show the world our games in the future.

Yang Jin Hyok, Ryongbuk Primary School, Taesong District, Pyongyang

Jin Hyok I, Paeksa Primary School, Sinuiju, North Phyongan Province

Kim Song Un, Kumsa Primary School, Hamhung, South Hamgyong Province

Ju Sok Jin, Thongchon Junior Secondary School, Thongchon County, Kangwon Province
Kang Yu Hyok, Choyu Senior Secondary School, Janggang County, Jagang Province

Ko So Jin, Junghung Senior Secondary School, Samjiyon County, Ryanggang Province
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Consent

Ssirum is a precious national heritage which is loved by not only men but also women of
Korea.

When dear husbands or sons play the game displaying their courage and youthful vigour
on holidays or days-off, We women prepare national foods and cheer them up.

The pleasure we feel when, wiping away the sweat from the bodies of our husbands or s
ons who are enjoying congratulations of the audience after winning a game and serving th
em fresh makkoli (raw rice wine) is a feeling that can be feit only in the Ssirum playing gro
und.

Not only as a cadre representing the Korean women but also as an ordinary Korean wo

man, | express full agreement with the nomination.

Kim Jong Sun, chairwoman of the Central Committee

of the Democratic Women’s Union of Korea
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Consent

Ssirum is a popular folk game that all the Korean people enjoy playing.

The game played on folk holidays or in part-time during work to measure strength and
skills against each other enhances fragrance unique to the nation and adds vitality to life s
o that one can contribute to social development with strong body and spirit.

As safeguarding, developing and transmitting folk games is the purpose of my life, it w
ill be great if the element is inscribed on the representative list of the intangible cultural heri
tage of humanity

Fully supporting its nomination, | express my determination to be engaged in the litera
ry work for the rest of my life for the development and protection of the element.

Om Thae Jun, Sports Newspaper Publishing House
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