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REGISTO DA MANIFESTACAO NO INVENTARIO NACIONAL DE PATRIMONIO CULTURAL 

I MATERIAL 

F.VIDENCf OF TilE ELEMENT'S INCLUSION IN TilE Nll,TIONAllNV[NTORY OF INTANGIBLE 

CULTURAL. HERITAGF 



Diario da Repzihlica. 1. a serie- N. o -/j- j de man;:o de 20 I j 

2 - Justiticar ou injustilicar falta'i. induindo dos trabalhadurcs da 
Ddcga~ao Sub-regional do Vale do Tcjo 

3 - Autorizar a inscri~ao c partictpa~ao do pcssoal cm congrcssos. 
n.:unii'i.:s. scmin{trios, col6quios, cursos de tonna~ao cm regime d.: 
autoforma~iio llU llutras iniciati\·as scmclhantcs que ocorram cm tcrri
t6rio na,;ional c qttc nao importcm custos para o scrYi\O, incluindo dos 
trabalhadorcs da Dckga~ao Sub-regional do Vale do Tcjo 
4-Assinar a corrcspondC:ncia int..:rna corrcnte, nc<:<.:ssaria a ins

tru~iio e tramita~ac1 de todos os proccssos qu..: corrcm na DiYisiio de 
Liccnciamcnto Ambicntal 

5 - Substituir-mc nas minhas ausew;ias c impcdimcntos. no ambito 
das compdcncias da Divisao de Liccnciamcnto Ambicntal 

6 - Substituir-mc nas minhas aus~ncias e impcdimcntos. no wnbito 
das compctencias da Dirc~iio de Scrvi<;os de Ambicntc c scrYi<;os de 
fiscaliza~iio. paantc indica~ao express a da signataria. 

12 de tc\·crciro de 2015. -A Dirctora de ScrYi~os de Ambicntc da 
Com issao de Coordc:na~ao c DcscnYolvimcnlll Regional de Lisboa e 
Vale do Tejo, fsab~l Du let! .\lendes da Sdva MwYfli;S. 

208440332 

Despacho n.0 2268/2015 

Ao abrigo das disposi~iks conjugadas dos artigos 35." a 39." do C6-
Jigu do Pro~cdimcnto AdministratiYo (CPA ). aprc1vado pclo Dc~rcto-Lc i 
n." -1-12/91 de 15 de novcmbro. ct>lll as altcra9tics introduzidas pelo Dccrcto
-Lci n." 6/96, de 31 de janciro. pclo Decrcto-Lei n." I S/2008, de 29 de 
.ianciro e pda Lci n.'' 3U/200S de julhu c acl abrigo Jas competcncias que me 
I(Jram subdclcgadas pdos despachos n." 15685/2014. de 30 de Jewnbro. 
publicado no Dilirio da /leptiblim. 2." scric, n." 251, c. n." 343/2015, de 
14 de janeiro. publicado no Di<irio da Reptihlica. 2." scrie. n.0 9. dclcgo c 
subdclcgo no Chctc de Divisao de A\·alia~ilo c Monitonza~ao Ambicntal da 
Comissilo de Coordcna<;ilo c Dcscnvolvimcnto Regional de Lisboa c Vale 
do Tcjo. liccnciado Cristiano Guilhennc da SiiYa Amaro. as compctcncias 
que cstao atribuidas para a pratica dos seguinto:s atos: 
I-No •lmbito da Divisao de AYalia<;ao c f\,llHJitoriza<;ilo Ambicntal 

(DAM:\) 
1. 1 - Justitlcar ou injustitkar faltas: 
1.2- Autorizar a inscri~ao c participac;ao do pcssoal cm congressos. 

rcuniocs. scmimlrios. coi(Jquios. cursos de i<mnao;ao cm regime de au
wt(mmt<;iio ou outras iniciativas semdhantcs que ocorram cm territ(nio 
na~ional c que na(l import em custos para o scrvi~o: 

1.3 - Assinar a corrcspondC:ncia intcrna correntc. necessaria a instru
<;ao c tmmita<;iio de todos os proccssos que corrcm na DAM!\ 
2- No .tmbito dos scrvi~os de liscaliza<;iio: 
2. 1 -A coordcna~ao de todos os processus rclcrcntcs as mat~rias 

da competencia dos scrvic;os de tiscaliza.,:ao. cm que se inclucm as 
Ddcga\i'ics Sub-regionais do Vale do Tcjo e do Ocstc: 

2.2- i\ coordcna~iio e descnYolvimcnlo da.> a~lio:s de 1iscaliza~ao 
nas mat~nas da compctcncta da Comissao de Coordcna~ao c DcscnYoi
Yimcnto Regional de Lis boa c Yale do Tcjo: 

2.3- /\ assinatura da corrcspondcncia intern a c outra documcnta~ao 
rdauvn as matcrias ora subdclcgadas: 

3 - Justilicar ou injustiticat:-!~tltas . incluindo os trabalhadorcs da.> 
Ddcga\iks Sub-rcgiotiais do \'ale do Tcjo e do Oeste: 
4- :\utorizar a inscri~aD c panictpa,:lo dD pcssoal cm cDngrcssos. 

rcuni0es. scminitrios, Clll(>quios. cursos de ti.mna<;acl cm regime de 
autoforma,ao ou outras iniciativas scmclhantcs que ocorram cm tcrri
t(niu nacional c que niitl importem custos para o scrvi~o. incluindo os 
trabalhadorcs das Ddcga<;i'ics Sub-rcgionais do Vale do Tcjo c do Ocstc. 

5- Substituir-me nas minhas auscncias c impedimentos. nu wnbito 
das competcncias da D.-\1\!A c scrYi<;os de tiscaliza~iio: 
6- Substituir-mc nas minhas auscncias c impcdimcntos. no •lmbito 

<his compctcncias da Dire<;ao Jc Servi<;os Je Ambientc. perante inJica<;ilo 
expn:ssa da stgnatana 

12 de lcvcrciro de 20 15. - A Dircltlra de Scrvi~os de .-\mbientc da 
Comissao de Coordcna<;ao e Desenn1lvimcnto Regional de Lisboa e 
Yak Jo Tejo, [,,·,tbd Du lee .\ fe11des da SLim .\larqu;s. 
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Dire~tao-Geral do Patrim6nio Cultural 

An lincio n.O 36/2015 

ln scri~iio (salvaguarda urgcnte) do "l'roccsso de conrc,ao 
da l.ou~:t Prcta dt• Bis:tlhiics" (Yila Real) 

no lnnnt:irio l\acional tlo l'atrimbnio Cultuntllmatcrial 

I -Nos tennos dun ." 2 do .-\rti!!O 15 .'' do Decn:to-Ui n" 13')12009 
Je 15 Lie junho. conjugado com o Jisposto pda aline a d) do Artigo 13 .'; 

5471 

do Dccrcto-Lei n" 11512012. de 25 de maio. fa<;o publico que. por de
cisiio de 13 de tcvereiro de 2015, o Dirctor-Gcral do Patrim6nio Cul
tural decidiu lavoravdmentc sobre ,, pedido de inscri<;iio (salvaguarda 
urgentc) do "Proccsso de conlC<;•1o da Lour,;a l'rcta de Bisalhaes' no 
Jm·mfario .\'acwnal do Patnm6nio Cultllral lmaferial. aprcst:ntadn 
pclo t\!unicipio de Vila Real. 
2- A d.:cisao da Din:<;iio-G.:ral do Patrimonio Cultural sobn: o 

pcdido de inventariac;ao do "Proccsso de contc,:iio da Lou,a Prcta de 
Bisalhacs" tcvc por fundamcnto. no cnquadramento dclS critcrios de 
aprcciac;iio a que se retcre o Artigo 10.0 do Dccreto-Lei n-" 139/2009. 
de 15 de junho: 

2.1 -A irnportancia de que se rcwste csta manifcsta~ao do patri
monio cultural imaterial cnquanto rellcxo da idcntidadc da comunidadc 
da Bisalhaes (Municipio de Vila Real) cm que esta tradi<;ilo se pratica: 

2.2- A importatJCia de que se rcvestc csta manifesta~ao du patri
munio cultural imatcrial pcla sua profundidade hist6rica, corn origcns 
que rcmontam pclo menus ao s~culo XVI, assim como pcla sua forte 
ancoragcm social, nao apcnas na comunidadc de Bisalhiics mas no 
Municipio de Vila Real considcrado globalrnentc: 

2.3- A relcvancia dcsta mani!Csta<;ao do patrimt'mio cultural ima
terial para o desenvolvimcnto sustcntavcl da comunidadc de Bisalhiks: 

2.4- A comprovada necessidade da salvaguarda urgcnte dt:sta ma
nifesta~iio do patrim6nio cultural imalerial. atcndendo as caractcristicas 
do atual contcxto de transmissao intcrgcracional dos incrcntcs sabcres 
tccnicas c tccnologias. que con1igurai~l s~rios riscos de cxtin<;ao Jest~ 
priltica tradicional. a mcdio OU longo prazo: 

2.5 - As medidas de salvaguarda c Yaloriza~iiu prcconizada~ para a 
salvaguarda c Yiabilidadc linura da tradi,ao cm aprcc;o, dcsignadanu:nte 
as de ambito patrimonial. cicntitico. hmnativo c econ6mico 

3 -A dccisiio da Dirc<;iio-Gcral do Patrimunio Cultural sobrc o pc
dido de invcntaria~iio (salvaguarda urgcnte ) do '·Proccsso de confc~iio 
da Low;a Prcta de Bisalhacs" (Vi la Real). tcvc ainda por fundamcnto: 

3.1- A contorm idade do pcdido de invcntaria~iio com os requisitos 
dctinidos conjuntamcnte pclo Dccreto-Lci n." 139.'2009. de 15 de junho, 
c pcla Portaria n." 19o/2010. de 9 de abril: 

3.2- A auscncia de parcceres comrarios a conclus:lo do proccdimcnto 
de inYentaria<;iio cm scJc da fasc de consulta dircta sobre o proccdimcnto 
de invcntaria.;ao. a que se rcfcrc o n." I do Artigo 13° do Decrcto-Lci 
n-" 139/2009, de 15 de junho. 

3.3- 0 !acto de que o pedido de inventaria.;ao rcsultou da iniciativa 
Ja comunidade no ambito da qual se realiza o "Proccsso de conlc~iio da 
Loup Prcta de Bisalhaes·. tendo cm vista a Yalori za<;iio desta manitcs
ta~iio do patrim(mio cultural imatcrial a escala nacional. 
4- Em rcsultado da conclusilo do proccdimcnto de inYcntaria<;ao 

do "Proccsso de confe~ao da Lou~a Prcta de Risalhiics' (Vila Real ) a 
respctiva Ficha de lnvcnt;irio ~ disponibilizada publicamentc na pagina 
dctr6nica de accsso ao Jnvelllimo ;\'acwnal do Patmn6uio Cllltural 
lmataial (cndere~o web: www.matrizpci .dgpc.pt). de acordo com o 
A1tigo 16." do Decn;to-Lci ll. 0 139i2009. de 15 de junho. 

5- Con1onne previsto no Artigo l S." do Dccreio-Lci n." 139!2009. 
de 15 de junho. a invcntaria~ao do"l'roccsso de conlC\iiO da Low,:a Prcta 
de Bisalhilcs'· (Vila Real ) t: objcto de rcvisao ordinaria cm pcriodos 
de I 0 anos. se m prcjuiz,, de rcvisiio cm pcriodo intcri,lr scmprc que 
scjam conhecidas altera~iics relcvantcs. St:ndo que qualqucr intcrcssado 
podc suscitar, a todtl o tempo, a re ·isiio ou a atualizac;ao do rcspctivo 
invcntano. 

13 de feycrCiro de 2015 . - 0 Dirctor-Gcral do Patrimt'mio Cultural. 
.\'ww r its.mllo ~ Stlm. 

208442203 

PRESIDENCIA DO CONSELHO DE MINISTROS 
E MINISTERIO DAS FINAN~AS 

Gabinetes dos Secretaries de Estado da Cultura 
e Adjunto e do Or~tamento 

Portaria n.O 166/2015 

C:onsiderando que aAssocia<;ao Musica Educa.;ao e Cultura (AMEC) 
c a Prcsidcncia do Conselho de Ministros, rcprcsentada pclo Sccrc
taricl de Estado da Cultura cclcbraram a 17 de dezembro de 2014 o 
V Acordo de Fundadores rdatiYo ao apoio tinancciro para as suas 
atividadcs. limcionamcnt'l c equipamcnto. cuja vigcncia tcvc inicio a 
I de janeiro de 2015 c tcrmina a 31 de dezcmbro de 2019. pclo valor 
total de '2.375 milhi'>cs de euros: 

Considcrando a importam:ia da AMEC na promLl~iio musical cultural 
cm Portugal e 110 estrangciro, c cm particular na im:a mctropolitana de 



Portugues 

Diario da Republica, 2.l! serie- N.Q 45 - 5 de man;:o de 2015 

Dire-;:ao-Geral do Patrimonio Cultural 

Anuncio n.Q 36/2015 

lnscri-;:ao (salvagua rda urgente) do "Processo de confe~ao da Lou-;:a Preta de BisaiMies" (Vila 

Real) no lnventario Nacional do Patrimonio Culturallmaterial. 

Enghsh 

Official Journal, 2rnl serie ~ ne' 45- 5 March 2015 

General Directorate for Cultural Heritage 

Announcement ner 36/2015 

Inscription of the "Bisalhaes Black Pottery Manufacturig Process" (Vi la Real), in an urgent basis, 
in the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage. 
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~r"ao. de OCOfdo coma quantbadc d!i oaw qtre r-oc.e:i-s.ka par2 orodtrz.- till<:! pf!l\:3 o <W"o esccA:lt! ama CM.J l'raS 

·p6cs e an\Bssc novan o o oano com 2s mdos t111 ~oce.sso OO.s9nodo d1' cotdlar a oatro a..-~ ~)(00 ton~: 
lllli!: fa. mu nnEKJoodaoa nqiJU os (ft05 dlalla'n o embol.w.Jo· 

0 trabalho a red a 

Nesta allra oodeti! hciw-so ~ fss~ segt.•'t.e ~ cont~t'i'J do o..Ymaue e olrat~r'1tlo ~: roti?. cu! rKJcaso oa o&.lfl 
ne Etii•\l'M.s ~ umn rode OOU.e n,., (M.Iili o ok...-o dfi fomV! fl.s iJ'[.,.vfiS tkllou1;a que ;:;-eo.tende cr\.T ft r()(~ wtuvJa 
(k.tk>s <*. .. os de. Alsall{Jtls ~ constAt.lldf: ~s s~•V.es t8nec;eos 

Cmt- t1tNessas ~ llwdera q(ll) s~ cwz~n Nn er.tren.:Ja<.f.e 0-3- cada t•n t!OS qu •. 1~f'O 9fdlljUS dft r.w:.:: t.'lr(jX:;:"lf(fflll ,,.s 
ponilitJS 

Talr-.x; 'tk1 !Of~- d~sco (~ llll(t( • Clifll ni6t5 (~ '11to c:..efll:imt•fcx; de c~notro no Q4..1ii o olelru cok:x,B (J Oor1o que 
t ~) trabelltflr 

B.i.K;bo -'C.one .. Kiade ~ rst!ll-.tts 1\il p91te ••~ c~oClafo2 1odt1 na qt.hll dlncro:a a 91'lroo-.Jedft pont48gln2 do 
lt6bt.Jfo 

Ao~.,.,ct!- fJHt~:; •lsffl".:kn 'lO M-eo SI .. )QfD qtfll_ ~•niom ~tfrat a rc'Cia 00 fnunc a (.ontNI"·bfi n~ 
fa::anent~l n)()tlt"Of!lrro 

A.~~ dos ok."t"O~i (comocOIIVf"nk"lUl Ci!tsei~tOda Rocim ,._,.artn:s fl Ot.G"tiwn OlwrrDs R<X:.l\.,<!) •111101i.1ZlJ JP. 
1\0S sl.r.s rtx.las. lollilllfl'l'liOS ~ftluc:os nl04:1'~1t.os de funrw R tncJilnr o nlO\'UWN' o 00 Io&. £~ ai.JIUt]flkx _, ""*JC.tdado 
tktrcttla<;llo 

.\i.Jclt - pc-1u c;r1111 xKto • • odoodo ,,..._, o 1k o llt ·(J("kn: •K> •·i~tc.w dn'!'i. fJI8ytt> 'r-lAfll1U n~' I • ~ iX~is l..,~ {H.l;b- kl cool 

~ m6oG (DO< a "'lP" •• litho$ w ""~as ,or • a<f'4lkl1 

C~ - t.Gld.'\ de ..,;ce c •lie w,·Mo ou W. l'M! co.:::.tur!i (l quH c;.nrl.10N1i~ ?ItS pec;a"S o o ~~· ~f!fv~ :.«a 
:~ltj)UI~ra~p ... ·a;;. o. loltyadaroda Nu'-»SOdds pe.y.as.o-.s i ~~ •t' ~unaii"J · r~ c-:.~t.lifl:.o;rfe'5,JI'IO 
""C..,.,., m rn.flet 110 G >O d< f1 et~ I i>lll'• r~ t~"" p.J<li<W'OS Ill! f' 0 Nt C""C i! ~ 
•c turll rJe,_.-dm. ' ec .... ccroado•"da 

Mat cas nas pe):as de banv 

o ... ..m...~ "' Cllel' , nwcas :1.1 ~~.Dt · per; at IV-! r<odw.eo• Dos ,..O<o ~"~ w, . ._ "'*"" o 
oieoro C•IJOflt.wn 0~ <'le R~ha ~,. r.as ~"' do""' iUCn'l"' """do !w ncme OR" !ll.l R" .-. '1"' 

oF lA!!~ F. &Ill , ,lorge P.at&WII'Ocmuna n•u cow Clllrla RIJIT>Ohj .:Jn< '·m c!eHZ em 
,...,,...;,- f1'"· • ...-.·&.-: .• l'. R 

ar'.OI< llO ' U< ~-·~·f10111'1'1o~ ~!'l'JaS&IO<Iil <l<IG«at:la -a · ...,..... . .., 11" "<tv.,· t · t comonrr'.ondo• <lllrliAlou;aF't lAce 
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e.,, s M!).'1<~Ns \IMR~IIil M~•II""-";EMMJXl<lCOCiocC<f~!;) h0je~qllii5I!O<II\Illr.(I.X<l1Ma !OHI9r·~

n'lti ~ th~W·'Ijj.:: 11\H"! tl<t?: ti(r.(d-\)C()I'00'~•'-'0 f~'(}'.~Ot~Aa;iof ~ G(XJ'.•~ ~O}I"UfW<ilfrSi,l' S' t-~ aS 11101& 

~~ bNeza c~ fOfm!l' ookadecot~&'.J i!' i)I!Cfa ll~~t.."tll.:)orJ d.: afli: qoe ~si treu. ag.auat.:k; doOJioJ ~ flllColaktad-u 
ql.l(t tnot~ouo~~, ~ t'~ ~~IN ~it~ t~ yflrKif> soctlkls (f:tYnar•·Jos M0:5f,QiO e<:ast~o 2'lA>9} 

A<k."COf~OO~ o;-~as d kJ\«;a de.: 9s~~ ~ .. r;t.:a.r ...... •·nte •~xrSt~ ~t:.' aL acs prme.os ~lo.s oo s~t~ .Y. tt- m 
COIH) Ju\i¥,:1ocf..:-, pecra~ occ.or~ o~o;: ft!'stllacnda r--.ec.~sst~~ s~d2 ~'*""os<!; adape-:!'·~n t!Ste ~o ao 
fJOSto OM C.<JCl5lilWiol"s 2 o.M ~ d.?. 31:t•a S~n qtli:! a venda <!.:'1'5 ~as tl• ·arw doca:tt dor.Mdo ac ap.:!~rocnw:n:o OC 
j)f.M'~3S. {1'.16 CllllP~n !\5 lllt.\rnas rl8(;1~ssr.:l • .-lt~5 Of'>'Jtr:ldra3 n pafl( (f.B utlitiOS mr~ Olk'"!tS ·- con10 o ~~5tA::o Oa~ qtl€· 

()GSd!l: ~!St: altl'a a: ~;; atl.d.i:ade s.a 1-IYiwvnX> an:.ntfT'Il~of:_:v r: c-Hxh;~ (,.~ r "9~~s ~;-:xn~a.; •:: ade<.t..:l'fat o 
n~a t.u twe qt)e iJ{.t(flcnm·,~rltl'! !~l.tlVa ~~-.a~ motrvot der.:O{ill!\'01. 

H _ s 1'\.~ con:..•_. •• :\>'~ <!a tra:li';l';<; a.a corlt~!io d.1 k:"A11Cf8 ;x-e~a de 8o.s ~-e! f1 ;::;~efe. OC'C(!(atrvD des ~?..se a•~ 
r~sj.X)flSrll: dc,de d.P.s raA"w..-res -· f\r.l qt~..se t0lfild..'Jdo.1 dos c&sos oos 00«-os k>ca.s. essas rrattefCS s<lo as suas 
espo~as C01 .uoo t:"~o5.i81r lll06iW06 doc.OJ~NrJ.S. dG aotork! dos pc 6prns. de«os Conv~n por JS-so dot:.r:r•,•l.;x cs 
£~r~-.-os der:<Xatrms. J\£t:<r -k';sr-..uhN;i peto"i lnnons dilqt.~ qut15~ de atF.OlE 005 rn~es 

5«.·.:;~ .. fX.-QtKJiliiS.lnurlas anodond:l(~'!s on ba.Jo cotocad.as oos p.<Jft'!S <:ohft! cooa tnHtos laoos do'S aagtacares 
quo vOO oo kxno 

No atlSSado as ~as tambem Of<Wl'ldeccxadas p~ ote.'os com n-.:a ou e.c;rdMJ" COfllO ~R a-•J5Iglllc10J 

rlllsl:.tTtOdo-e no httlro o Qt"' corlar?. bl•lO t: kx.:;;;, COf'lttKio z-~u..-.nenl:e ess~ roc••so doc.orffiNo ~ nAo Sd 

eo::orw a Qln uso 

Cocno OCou acn~ n :·f""¥io <::: tdllditt?. ,o; pcodu:,;.OOdotOfatJYa M tO!'--~<W de~ !)19t.s de Bt':;.atklO's cube 
flKlO!lCl~nllner~e 8S lnt*l(JCeS <If~ ~os 3 quorn corllf)(flo 1tMnt:hTl o tr aboiK> 00 ortri au .. 'J09llf .. a lot•; a com 
JOCt¥.50 a utn s ~liio do rJJ ou ~'090· e decor&-las ~sa-..; e.st<:t' n-,:..lJiril sec~• ou ltlOCa· no vocar:J.Il{.-lo dos oleros 

A<;s•n as fnt.•hlr~s c.on~am DC' ·QO';:.ar as paycs ne sua lotakidoe OOtxaodo-bS polldlis. Depots oo as ~~a-s 
~1Ut9111 gocft'las con~:: n•lt1't.Xk1U-Ihes ebtnltos ch.xorattYos Wl3t*ados Al llll'WJtNos da nattKeza cano fiof£>s 
kJ16S t) (}.oJS6ni'lOS. 00 EJSI(ai.'IS .:-SPI (js. S-~H·,l!CS do fQlP. pw~ YQ""OC!JCS e (){.jqt)GS. .\lrJl.T'w~S lli..~Y~S 

'l5p1T•m· Stt l ~nl:l'twn ~n rnOIN0-5 EV:Si!lfi~S l"n p<.JI"IOS bct'oados ~ CCltt\05 

A co1.edur41 da low;a 

ltcuz&dtJsti6 ~ matcaas•~).-.w .. t.ac.t\! ''" call~d.:'lbllj;~ thl E)saf~s dacir: f. anc~ akk-:« de 1t.~l'IC 3 
tltllada oas a r...nzedt.W2 <k'-EW iouya ~ ~~tltad<: oo .,- ivH! ~JI'n fonX)S que pu:iort~nos r •• ons~ care LI'Hll kxnkJ 

lfk'kS a'4"af~adt1 dt: 1:-1fltKJP. Sl)!)llg~ 0 JOIOO us ado Olll mat'J.OOS ai1Gel fk~:) p()'35t~a ~lA Uffi alOS, ::A~Jo-Jr( graoe oe 
SN)Iitr~OO ;e."'ICI~ a (.~l'wa dtt corro:Jst~'J ~ ~ clwlft~de eofOfllar'l'Wl~O N~U:~ <J..All 'A Lua;t~ "Dteto (JQ 

~5lih.",.,:os (~or'k.k~ s ~~ RMf till dos ffXnos t'!!'(lrcO._'ilS d-J E:Jrsalk~S ~ -nos descriO o.a Se?••"J fOfmr. '1 .] t! 
~15-CGVadono soo. lcm ceotc;a de 1 5Um ·~! f:toftw\dtd::lde pi:.:< dols n~uos du d.:.:ne·:to H'k'\,..loo, se.-ldoapeonas 
v.si'I.'E!Ii a ff)C~ nh:..et~~radt1 :-.osoo~ lltl ounl se s•un a [)()CJGi;!cakiM~ Estll9 rl t•-.:.floo'od..::: d.& Pi.Qik~1cl aue o 

fooo fk)SSlil Sllpefbtnaclt~ e l"' rlivel dos<*.· (em C..ll'lfil f'Cli a boc.a da clJtliH! 00 fJ:'I!:lrrWt)!llflfO Df•i~ ss wkK:~ 

?.lot ace: que 'la cc.;: eo« 0 kx110 siu•se ••alt IH~"rono ctAnune carta w~IK.l e p.•ltO a tro c.r<~~~"IKJ on\ cktch-e "' 
qt.e 9),-:B: a drtef~lf./a de c.ota.::.. ~ttlr"U nnu~ ii txx:a d?. ct.,wa clft er-liorn.wr,entll n li po~ta dd catdell:a t~o 

tllen:x do far.:l ~:~ c cc»o" au s~ txnc eos~ <iA (';otC*i~OO lo::!llto etn ~a~-.o If:*> e harw QUft asstWlta uma 

das 1-X'fltF.s r() sOO ~~.ir'-'Jo·Sfr n outra 1w.1 ttilf~ do fc')&OO Ol"':! {~n a t)oca d8 ~ Esle .-piio• rf.Jd~~ a 
Sllj.lOttl'fl ~a ~stnMu- ar 1j ~!"t.fw-: i)IO'I'~{')na ~~ o cti't o c•• CO'l) as ronr-fts (rO'IIWiiK~·s :?Oi71 Os f01ros cp.~ SIJo 

trs wnl• !lln <,._ ft'Hn ffi!F.t~ hil f.erca (~ '\11-~• , am ~o::f.t:t:· barrac, ck~ forro QlM' Seo-.)t¥ arn ~ c..)r~~;j oo 
-r.Qfnbt;sl1o da c~r.w-a d!!' t,.:'KNI\afnaolo 3Cal2iii!XJO-Sf:• dJ)s1& form.: corn a lllfK,!)S'i'(ladoJ oe c~ ns. ronc.as 

iollrll'4'('9 (P,JII\o s.e :» •:!l:etlC'ie un:~ n k.A.t;a 

No dli ~sh~~cro ;liiil't a t.o!>Xll"n dit btllj:a nrtt Ch· calC.o!! m set~ hOcas dR n1611flhG os l:Mifos ~ ft'5P'lW.!tS 

fan 11 ar.-spg1.--vn as ~as a.a oOr.tlill p.ai( .J o forno cv qu~ ~ ac.os.o o ~·~ PI !Jfoct'II..:IJtneflH'J cool ea quo,ca 
can.Jt'lif. "l g.es.ta5 h tna,)le o U1.e ~ rnor.:rio !flllxio £1 t.k"'S.t.l\ft.-se ~ ot.Jw .. dtt hunaiM1J!tlo e7r>~9f ~ €! llO lltanor 
!)(;• forno i.X~ S~Ji'.iltdo: l ... t.ltls. ;:"'s~oos •ncc.fn'l1 o procttsso 00 c-on .. ;:;:n~t.o dt! ~Etd!J do ffxno c-onJ.Il\!~00 ~c 
·ra~~ qt.-: s9CV<l!n do fJfO:'" t~ SOCJiW~~ ert.1n ::1 c•k...-P. oo.l if"1Wlf! "-'~de k.ur;r: ~ ontorrlltf T e~:·,,•~l ~ 
constrtJJ;.Io da gn.I(Je JliO"/lS.Of'lil sOO r.<h<XI!Is. de 1=--•rw. hotr~ tde hoc:~ ;)D(al:$xo E' la'OJ: p;ili1 r.ana) ~ 
ac».st•~~.t: po~- unnCas IO(I"~Q.S · at; r~as !1ft iouca & CU:"'N ~:,nio pel.."lS de nBOrdtoofl&OO ~ pa CJillU 

oo:: tns !15 n\OfS p&q\~~ Ap6.r, o ocasi~llo oa lot,K;~ o cflwo proc('f(to ao at~lOf)IO do ita\'~ t•O•aonftr~'kt 

n-.si8'114ttouurs~iv,;j f'l!ll'ftQUe~tlocJr;ss~cOlJda OU8i'X:Y.Ial0l-;ae:s~c ··m nc~t-saa·EOt~atlWliO (JU-'! 

l"l.)l55bl('! sr. k'Yll;• nn pa-in ~tlptlnCf" dQ tonlO s.obrn a bta.;~ a f.(~"" ramus.~ 9"'1SUIS o caq;r.Jnta :J OUD a'ltva 
macs a kxna.. ..h.•· ...,lftllffl corn es~a~ r.-no..c: 'la~ sobrf!l as~& quo tic;.*l\ coberlil~ t~ '18?'" ~ thlllzuda 
am cozEKUas Htlh¥Q'e5 C'.:tfxio tk'!-!> !ion Jorn-ua eont.-MJiltadu ao proc £'.s. s.o do. eoz~n ;.OI • t.:.~C".r; d8 iof'lha 
parn-.a(')(Ktt aWr.ootttJt:f .. ., Ht'l fl r~~~n~ ooo ~~part·~ s'tpOOOJ Cka foule o obfo ltll urn onr1c;o q•.k: tunc.o\fl <"OfrtO 
C/)it('lll-e A c~a Jitllf,, e. rJ.Xpt)( l&ll; n oo olel""o daHJ!Ilt '\a o lllOil)t'}f)IO t'ltn qtl6 Q coloc.oda A ArdM ne pa: to st~p~KkW 
da C(ltwl'W'ai H\£6 Caf"tBM 0 qu-. rrovoc..a c WN8f do iooO {)~ .llfk"l.._l"...O o otN"o tatAt r.om t!'ll:-~ ttno 0 b~Ml C,.IO 

El'i11'l no piil'lf1 stlr!ln!X do fomo con-.o fl t:.'X:.a do fomo_ tJi!:Slit ~~a o oloro louw tr.do o t.."'lJ(t.."ldu no s.01~in de ._.. 
louc;.a;xwrnw'IOCl!f toou tafli'~~(.Oi'n 1 ut de ~01m11 a 1ilo pennt:!l· O.ti'9! -.ono w ~ 10t dofotno o cp..w a i!l1Conh_1(~ 

prOVCJC.WW n · ;(~tl 'le"' <Jot uwx:has 11i1lot!f.,at Its t.JiO'\.as liA k:A.~ pt:(f1WII(.~n .-ssJn atwtadas {-..u11 "t't mats. 

lllguon tOO'(JO orognanoo o jl< ''M;Ao 0<1 ""IQ<!<"" Ill"' f>e colfMe • tr~lltkJad<l • :J<5 qoo a ~ I' I >M 

moJns • trq-a "'~ N& loo~a ~lk> de• f.,_ !!et<ad~A a arr ' '" e .,rpas ""'" poder .. n ti<1X*> '"" 
• ·ddao 

,..,.. c0111oc:....na<>os d:loo If,. 1<0;*'~ nr."'m r,<m" :t\aldade n ~., 
Ulrnt1l!!T> <J6~91Ada ooro lot ..;a cur a "a~· O<oc;ta:,va ''IC!o t•s 
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~a:ntfesta;;;6es associ1.das: 

MatrizPCI 

A b~a u: ~&a ~h~ ..-:o(no 1: ~;o llilllUmeli:t~ Wr.;llr..1a As at'V.C:.'ideJ pr:Jdulrv.• 1'1 ~ Qa\tronorrw dJ f~_ Seodc 
dllfCti'\16 IYUlO IOUiJ- a aQIIO.ir~rn lll bttsc df! SU!t!!IIIMO dai 1901..,":~ de E'k<lh.'\n-i 9 (l((t~tl~ - IK.l.•ldo das 
OfOix~r:s !auVlm. dos <M~ c::orno tf' fa. arllfJfurnent& r&fWI(Io - O\ ~os <Jusdt'! cedo PrOdtu.•a.rn fl't.~;::s que o11 
a"' :ss 11 no ~i1~r·;JO.'Otl0 at: algu'lw da"' tarf.!fas do cr.t'I)J>O Can~~a copc>.s ;:wt.:nouo.s t: p,chc1ras G-.OHaf~! 

()r¥11 .:Mlm 0 [Hl"'fipt.'(~€! d agua OU VI'OJ 0 S~l afn)oJ.?.f'!(lillf~liO 0 0 S@tl COilMIH)O A£ a.z~t'flaS culw:J3.~!! 0 

att:...q~ d-.*~ [l(r . .du:-:ldo 'CifiJCO .i::.JHlf.lO.lados llo.l'l' t.all."ls (ou t;JI'i\fis) Qt~ s~wwn I(Jr9t)Q(...:~ pan.1 ~k1fd1f m-:11 ou 
&te ~oct.oos. As p.ar~s goss11;s dffstns ~a.s !)e,rn como c su•~ fO(mt'! ~rill., a ;Nt~n : ;)(ll rlfto so marrH!'f o sotJ 
cor·1sQU_1o fr•J!'-0 (Omo I"W:lrCess.iv£11 003 f~'.Jt.a«tt& t•tv~ t..•x~slu-ntt::t 1hl~ b";H&S CI"K1o:J at~~n .:Yrnc1l~lOO\tS (os 
~lk.VIt(J!; e!r.:n~, n"M.a:o lroquenmtMlH! co~•i:1a(JQ5. e<n;~as IQL~U prcxk.m!i:J.a.• Broloc.J~CJ r...-~ta Jl.lc}'.lklafes. ~ 
~;;;r:acfAras par~ os a!isadoi •ue: can )I' oo de f~flj e fJ'W'a o wroz tw"a.t~. para AS8)f <1'i c.Mo tall~s no 
ot•tOf):J. ou f.t8 os. cooyf'IIE!tos ~p.OM"!S ionna3 qou <ief"ani o noow aos. hajri:• fa,.ncsos pns £"aS coo1 rocf)OK; ~c~~ne 

""Vlt!Jii, J-«0~ r pocos r>~ \tte. R~a 

o"::\lanenu~ ao::ia si) coc:•-.tw: n·uw em tmrro proto &l}f)(M J PfW"M:llt*l)("ffb: ~YI n~ nwiil9 moJriO:> . .DOf p-ls.soas 
que nndil SJ..Jot•c&m e ll1ellk.ina dos coz~s oos f811l*'"es 00 outtore A rest?.(tr~llo locfil' denotP. 1nAoto 

lnt~esse rw. ut t:z ~tt;M an lot~!;!::. pret:~ OO'It'JI)(~ i'! ro50tV6 s~·t:·:tKk) P.,!f.J ln.VJi n ret~.t'lxl ~~ nk~sr: 

A lol~i!;J D!~:n 00 Bi.sal)t;es Clll~n I'OfD t.wn p.esx,; •nats lll>OJHiflf:C a.~ c::lfl~vts.w do~ Reul une vcz oue 

e nuo oroct.l'aln palos t~•tsk1s ou& '11'\Sil'•tn 2 c~t.itlde E t~ esse f.z-:et o at.Jo-J faz corn oue pt.:Mcamente toon a 
kxM;~ Df()(li.lz~: pekls .... o~ seta <fQcurock fx1epondorWarrlonte de s~ lot~a n1111 c9Galnante dt..rcOf~i'...-a ou tk-""o 
muoos polo~ odtoroa 

A impermcabilizat;ao dalouc,a 

~'t'YKio 8 !Uii pocosk!fldu a iotH;f:: (,_ P...!!tli\O".os co:;tumc: s&r n~P('rl}~.at*t:K:.?. ooti!S ~ S.Y Usr.da. CO!ll:udo s!iO 

YIJ(iadaS as tOC.ntc&i if' nlal~'-lli usiMJoi ne ll~lfhl.UI.C.)(:OO. As :;. ln. M ~s~~ L'Ue t.llU':il"~ o ~llfllllCY d.1 f)t,.~a 
r.orn 87~ !! outra:; pus.sam carca v1gom ne 9Xt•~o Oll no l~t:ftX d8 r~a ouv-as at¥!?. u~al/atll agtJa. e ~~~· 

A venda da loufa 

'-w.,:.-neni~.:; v~Kii'! de io(Jt;8 de Eh.alms atOftioc.c Jund~l~lltBin~ .. 'f\t~ nos of!(A'k1S ~xtst;)llf:0$0 i! enuade de. od~ 
df! Viti Real CKl r N:~s UiSt:s e ofblliS. quo posSLJ(!tn r\il alk!lf. de t..,.;,#.aes Os oles'os. ref~Yorn tan~n Q'l9 na ~-e, ~l 

a1 SJ\o PtYJro t.'tll \oli: .f{e4 ewldc: ~-rent.av.lll Os o«:tos Olh:Mllt'•n Cut.-..Os Roche e Ces::ifto et?.. Roci\f! M:::~tlls 
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o.l01b d~ Poo!Ypooo 
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<lovarll <001 u<la:le ~ e<•tf~,'lo dalouo;a o18Q1'a de f.ooal·~• 
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lli€Jf\sos A iot.J!;...:A ara €!x.pos~u no chf10 ~ ~·ll:l.Jfud1 001 !)r•n•uvos e.xposittw·£'s· de madl!:.."'fa Em s~nt.Att.leo o.s 
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No t<liuo CfOS atlQS. 00 00 s~tk XX. c.om a co.sl•t~OO e. ~--b9ftu:~ oo pUIJr:o 00 ltll\Mti(V Pro::: to~ tiPJ) (J(tE.l se 

constltr~u cono ai".W'not.va ~ v~w: a-c.:ttt:dt.11lb(.IOC'tr.111 15 a DJOCess.o ckl' 'fet-.18 da oinltr. de rt.c; r•\[t-~s sotr·J\1 w'~B 
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novJ r~rj[jado .. A. soa...;oo cons.flW na COiiJ1nw;.~ ;:-or ~If:. Lie. Clwl"W51 Mtr.-~ de\~ RNV ® um conjtlf.to 'Ck 
poslos cloe ,oradi; loc:ilz.ados ne 61fll:radii nrAtl!!l do drA»J. E::sles po.skts 00 vetxi~ 'l\ii.S modetoos f: t•n pot.t::o n~ 
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~eoMiCiinl d ... GOilCt't-10 de Vli! PBHI s .la: oo•;IPIOS \IL:':.I""IIJO.i tbln OOf"llt~M,nto c.onvidado os 00 os adi:n)U(t~lr .8' 

(i sua ot~tporantiJOS ai"m comotOlirwJti!.'JI-..cs da"atorlwte.ftl ftM'to lll:.e&l' .tW1do, St r~: •,ea 
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INPCI_SU_2015_001 

Skills in traditional processes and techniques 

Artistic and related activi ti es 

Bisalllfios Black Potto1y Manufacturing Procoss 

Bisalhaes Clay 

Bisalhaes Black Pottery, specific to the pottery
making centre of the village of Bisalhaes. in the 
Parish of Mondroes. in the Municipality of Vila 
Real, is remarkable due to the ancient processes 
and techniques used in its manufacture and 
firing. Bisalhaes is currently the only place in Vila 
Real where black pottery is still made, but until 
the early 20th century was a part of a more 
extensive pottery-making centre comprising the 
parishes of Lordelo. Mondroes (to which 
Bisalhaes belongs). Vila Marirn and Parada de 
Cunhos. 

Bisalhaes is one of the few places in the country 
where this type of pottery is still made. including 
the arctwic process of preparing the clay, 
throwing the pieces, decorating and fi ring them. 
but between the late 19th and the early 20th 
century. it was just one of rnore !han 70 pollery
making centres in the cmmtry. mostly north of the 
River Tagus. 

Social context: Individuals: Cesc.irio da Rocha Martins: Manuel 
Joaguim di'i Roctw Martins:Sezisnando 
Ra,!llillho; Ouer_ubim OueiL6S R_ocha; Jorae 
RamalhQ 

-· 
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Geographical Location: Bisalhaes 
context: Parish: Mondroes 

Municipality: Vii<J Real 
District: V!la Real 
Country: Portuga l 
NUTS: Portugal\ Mainland \ North \ Douro 

Timeframe: Periodicity: Bisa lhaes Black Pottery is made all 
year round . 
Date(s): Throughout the year, with a higher 
output in June. due to the proximi ty of the 
Festival of S. Pedro , during which the traditiona l 
"Feira dos Pucarinhos" is held. 

Brief description: The Bisalhaes Black Pottery, specific to the 
pottery-making centre of the village of Bisalhaes. 
in the Parish of Mondroes, in the city of Vila Real . 
is currently manufactured by the potters Cesario 
da Rocha Martins: Manuel Joaquim da Rocha 
Martins: Sezisnando Ramalho; Jorge Rarnalho; 
Querubim Queir6s Rocha; Miguel Fontes: and 
Albano Carvalho (the sculptor). These potters 
make pieces of earthenware, fire them and sell 
them. The pottery is currently made in the 
workshops these potters have in Bisalhaes. but 
also at the stalls made available to them by Vila 
Real City Council at the entrance to the city. The 
firing process of the clay pieces is done 
exclusively in these potters' kilns in Bisalhaes. 
The intermediate stages of manufacture, 
including the preparation of the clay and the 
decoration are usually the responsibility of 
women (the potters' wives andtor daughters). 

This type of pottery, which is produced 
throughout the year. includes utilitarian pieces 
called churra (rough) pottery because they are 
coarser and barely decorated items; and 
decorative pieces , called "fine" earthenware. 
Bisalhaes pottery is unique because of the 
ancient processes and techniques used in its 
manufacture and firing. which gives it its black 
colour. 

Detailed description: Manufacturing the pottery 

Firstly , it should be noted that pottery-making has 
always been a family activity that involves the 
man. his wife and chi ldren. who each have 
clem!y defined tasks. So it is the job of the men 
to work the wheel and to fill the kiln. For their 
part. the women and children are responsible for 
the henvier and "minor" work such ns the 
preparation of the clay. supplying the water and 
gorse necessary for firing the clay. "burnishing" 
and decorating the earthenware. 

Extracting the clay 

The clay currently used 1:1 B1salhaes pottery 1s 
<Jcquired from tile and brick factories in Vilar de 
Nantes (near Chaves), wi1ere there wc;s once 
also il pottery-making centre The potters pay for 
the clay and for the tmnsportntion. which is made 



by road to Bisalhaes, and is actualiy more costly 
than the clay itself. According to the potter 
Cesario da R.ocha Martins , the clay from Chaves 
is not as good as Parada de Cunhos clay, which 
was used to produce Bisalhaes pottery, because 
in his opinion, Parada de Cunhos clay makes for 
sturdier pieces. 

Traditionally the clay was extracted from the clay 
pits around Parada de Cunhos. which is a 
neighbouring village to Bisalhaes, in the spring or 
summer. Unlike what happened in other 
production centres, extracting the clay was 
tough. dangerous work that was not done by the 
potters themselves, but by men specialising in 
this activity. The c!ay was then transported to the 
village in ox carts. 

Preparing the clay 

The clay is stored in a small wood-floored 
compartment in the workshop which the potters 
call ca/eiro. There the strongest clay is 
separated. This contains higher amounts of clay 
and less sand, or teix<1o. Both qualities of clay 
are worked separately, and then blended in 
accordance with the nature of the pieces to be 
produced. Then tt1e bc/oiros are formed. ball s of 
clay from wh ich the pottery pieces will be 
shaped. These clay balls are then carried on 
crates from the caloito to the pios (stone tanks 
with a recess in the top), in which they are 
crushed with hammers made of alder wood that 
the potters call picos. The clay is then sifted into 
a wooden or stone game/a (bowl). The finer the 
sitter the better the quality of the pottery to be 
made. The finest earthenware, such as 
pucarinhos de poito (chest pots) and other 
decorative pieces, screened in finer siflers made 
of silk cloths. are separated from the coarser or 
churra earthenware, screened in maize siflers. 
also used in bread-making. and this is usually 
intended for current use. 

The clay is then kneaded again. mixing it with 
water in the game/a. and forming new balls that 
the potters of Bisalhaes call pelc or pcis (pieces 
of clay) when there are severai , which must be 
kept moist. 

Then. depending on the amount of clay needed 
to produce a piece, the potter chooses one or 
more pcis and kneads the ct<Jy <~gain with his 
hc:mds, a process knovm <JS coldrar, or shaping 
the clay. lt then takes a rounded form the potters 
call the vmbo!ado. 

Working the wheel 

At this point the next phase in working the clay 
can siarl on the pot!er's wheel. In the case of 
Bisalhaes potlery it is a low-set wheel on which 
the potler shapes the earthenware pieces he 
wants io create. The wheel used by the 



Bisalhaes potters consists of the following 
elements: 

Ouiqo - rectangular board on which the trabulo is 
fi tted: 

Trabufo- piece of wood which functions as an 
axle, with the pointed top fitting into the cruz ; 

Cruz - wooden slats that intersect in the shape of 
a cross. At the end of each of the four arms of 
the cross there is a poml!a; 

Pom!Jas- short wooden rods upon which the 
wheei itself sits: 

Tampo da roda- wooden disc more than twenty 
centimetres in diameter on which the potter puts 
the clay he will work with; 

Bucha- central bushing underneath the wheel in 
which the pointed end of the trabufo fi ts : 

Agarras - notches in the top disc that allow the 
wheel to be held in such a way that it is easily 
moved: 

Banca- three legged wooden stool , on which the 
potter sits to work the wheel: 

The majority of potters (as Cesario da Rocha 
Mariins and Querubirn Queir6s Rocha confirm) 
have already inserted metal ball bearings in their 
wheels to facilitate the wheel movement and 
increase its turning speed. 

The potter uses the fol lowing tools to produce his 
pieces: 

Augueiro- clay vessel containing the water 
needed to wet the hands; 

Fanadouro- wooden laths that the potter uses to 
shape the pieces and lift them from the wheel: 

There are two types of fanadouro: 

Fanaclouro cfe puxar- used to lift the piece off the 
wheel: 

Fanaclouro cle alisar- used to decrease the 
thickness of the clay, and to shape and smooth 
the pieces: 

.Moca- the long , round stick the potter inserts 
inside the pieces when he is unable to do it by 
hand (for example to li ft the pitchers or vessels); 

Cega - a guit8r string . horset1arr or sewi ng thread 
which. depending on the pieces. the potter uses 
to separate the pieces of pottery from the wheel. 
For smaller pi f:ces. the caga is a length of 
Sf~wing thread or even a woman·~ hair, used to 
separate pi<:ces such as the clie~t pot s. For the 



larger rough pottery. the cega is a guitar string. 

Marking the pieces of pottery 

Generally speaking. the potters do not put 
maker's marks on the pieces they produce. Of 
the potters currently working only Ouerubim 
Oueir6s da Rocha engraves the initials of his 
name on the pieces he makes- "OR" or "R". to 
which he adds Bisalhaes/Vila Real , and Jorge 
Ramalho usuaily writes "Oiaria Ramalho" 
(Ramalho Pottery). sometimes adding 
Bisalhaes/Vila Rea l. 

Decorating the pieces 

Unlike in the past. both the fine decorative pieces 
and the coarse churra . utilitarian pieces of 
Bisalhaes black pottery are now almost entireiy 
decorated. as mentioned in "A Louc,:a Prcta de 
Bisa/haes " (Mondr6es, Vila Real): "previously. 
the pottery had very little decoration , but today it 
is almost entirely decorated , making it more 
attractive and more in line with the reason people 
buy it. Nowadays, the pieces are bought more for 
the beauty of their shape, their decoration and 
the memory of the art they carry with them , than 
for the functiona l use that motivated the potter to 
create them. some of them for centuries" 
(Fernandes, Moscoso and Castro, 2009). 

The decoration of Bisalhaes pottery . virtually 
unknown until the early 20th century. as well as 
the creation of decorative pieces. reflected the 
need fell by potters to adapt their pottery to the 
taste of consumers. at a time when the sale of 
utilitarian pieces was dropping due to the 
appearance of items that served the same needs 
but were produced from other materials. like 
plastic. From then until the present day, 
therefore , the production of decorative pieces 
has increased. along with the decoration of the 
utilitarian earthenware that was traditionally free 
of decorative motifs. 

Today. following the tradition of Bisalhaes black 
pottery manufacturing. decorating the pieces is a 
task that fal ls to the women - in almost all cases. 
these women are the wives of the local potters. 
However. sorne of the decorative motifs are 
designed by the potters themselves. The 
decorative elements included in the pottery by 
the men. therefore, can be distinguished from 
those designed by tile women. 

"The rnen's decorative motifs are generally these: 

Eslretas - striae inserted using <J marker: 

Verdugos - the application clny strings or straps: 

Bicos- small rounded clay spouts placed in pairs 
on eaci'l side of the bowls as they go ir1101he kiln: 



Other decorative elements that require less 
refinement. 

In the past. the pieces were also decorated by 
potters with mica. or ospelho (mirror). as it was 
called. mixing it in the clay. which gave the piece 
a certain lustre. This decorative feature is no 
longer in use. 

As was mentioned above. the task of decorating 
the Bisalhaes Black Pottery fundamentally rests 
with the potters' wives, and they are also 
responsible for the burnishing work. using gogos 
(pebbles from the river). then decorating them 
when they are half-dry or moqa (young). as the 
potters say. 

So the women begin by bu rnishing the pieces in 
their entirety, leaving them polished. After they 
are burnished, they start to add decorative motifs 
inspired by nature. like flowers. leaves and star 
designs, spirals, and segments of parallel. 
vertical and oblique lines. Some women are also 
inspired by moti fs they find on embroidered 
cloths and curtains. 

Firing the pottery 

The firing process is what makes the production 
of Bisalhaes pottery so unique. given the 
ancestral technique used, because it is done 
outdoors in kilns that we could consider as a 
more advanced form of the old pi t kiln (soenga). 
Until a few years ago , the kilns used in Bisalhaes 
sti li did not have any separation grid between the 
combustion chamber and the kiln chamber. In "A 
Lour;:a Preta de Bisalhaes" (Mondroes . Vila 
Rea l). one of the tradi tional Bisalhaes kilns is 
described as foll ows: "[ ... ) it is dug in the ground. 
about 1.50m deep by 2m maximum diameter, 
with only the part not buried in the ground. where 
the mouth of the furnace is located. being visible. 
This is the only masonry wall the oven has. 
Above, at ground level. is the mouth of the kiln 
chamber where the pieces to be fired are placed. 
The kiln is located on land with a certa in incline, 
alongside a downhill path, which expla ins the 
difference in elevation between the mouth of the 
kiln chamber and the dom of the furnace. Inside 
the kiln there is the pitio (top). a kind of elbow 
made of granite. brick and clay. one end of which 
rests on the ground. the other leaning onto the 
\vail of the kiln where the mouth of the furnace is. 
This pdlo helps lo support and provide a 
structure for the provisional gr·id that ihe potter 
creates with the roncas (clay pieces)" 
(Fernandes. 201 ?). The kilr1s that are used today 
have had ior some twenty years cwde iron bars 
that separa te ihe combustion chamber from ll1e 
kilr1 chamber. thus dtspensing with the need to 
piCJce the ronct-1;.; whenever the pottery is to be 
fired . 

Between 5arn anti ?am on the day set oside for 



firing , the potters and their families carry the 
pieces from the workshop to the kiln , in which the 
fire is lit , preferably with broom, gorse and pine 
needles. Initially, tt1e flame is kept low to 
eliminate the humidity in the oven. Then . several 
people start the process of building the grid of 
the kiln consisting of the roncas, which serve as 
a separation grid between the wood burning 
furnace and the pieces in the kiln . After the 
construction of the temporary grid, the pieces to 
be fired are placed upside down (borcada) and 
stacked on top of the roncas. starting with the 
larger pieces and with the smaller ones above 
them. After stacking the pieces, the potter stokes 
the fire , adding more wood , to f1re them. When 
the pottery is fully fired. the ''smothering" is 
started. which involves tossing branches of 
broom and gorse on to the top of the kiln , over 
the pottery being fired , which further intensifies 
the heat. Along with these branches. black earth 
that has already been used before in the kiln, is 
also piled on to the pieces of pottery. which are 
covered , thus giving continu ity to the firing 
process, because the wood-burning furnace 
remains fed. Note that the potter makes a hole in 
the upper part of the kiln , that functions as a 
chimney. At a certain point. the potter relies on 
his experience to determine the time at which to 
stack pine needles to be burned in the upper part 
of the chimney. which stokes the fire. 
Immediately, the potter covers with earth both 
the flame burning at the top of the kiln and the 
mouth of the furnace. At this point. the potter 
takes great care to ensure that all the pieces 
remain covered with earth so that no oxygen 
enters the kiln. If this happens, it makes stains 
appear on the pieces. The pieces of pottery 
remain smothered like this for some time. and 
the resultant deprivation of oxygen is what gives 
them their distinctive black hue. The fire is finally 
extinguished. and the pottery is uncovered. 
allowed to cool and cleaned. ready for sale. 

Types of pottery made in Bisalhaes 

There are two types of pieces made in the 
Bisalhaes potteries. according to the purpose for 
which they are intended. We are referring to the 
rough utilitarian earthenware. also known as 
churra. and the decorative pieces that the potters 
also call "fine" earthenware. 

Currently, the potters tend to give priority to th e 
manufacture of decorative pottery, since ltle 
utilitarian pieces were gradually replaced during 
the 20th cc, nlury with articles with the same 
purpose blll in cheaper and longer-lasting 
r·n<1lerials . However , the potte1 s of Bisa lllaes still 
make significan t quantities of certain utilitarian 
pieces. particularly bowls used for baked rice and 
roasting dishes. The attached table identifies the 
pieces made 1n Brsalh?.es with a descriptron of 
the type and purpose (see /~ n nex 11-5). 



As for the decorative pottery. jars and pots. as 
well as piggy banks, stand out from amongst the 
other pieces produced by the potters. 

The utilitarian earthenware is. of course, closely 
linked to the region's production activities and 
cuisine. Since agriculture was the basic 
livel ihood of famil ies from Bisalhaes and the 
surrounding areas for a long time. including the 
families of the potters themselves, as already 
mentioned, the potters produced from early on 
pieces that would help them perform some of the 
tasks in the fields. Mugs. cups. large and small 
tankards and bottles all enabled water and wine 
to be carried , stored and drunk. The olives 
harvested and the olive oil produced from them 
were stored in tanhas (vessels), which were also 
used to store honey or even sausages. The thick 
walls of these vessels. together with their shape 
and height, helped the produce to remain fresh. 
since they were inaccessible to the small animals 
in the places where they were stored. And the 
food was also frequently cooked in utensils made 
of black pottery. Bowls and roasting dishes for 
baked meat or fish and rice; braziers for roasting 
chestnuts in the autumn; and even covilhetes, 
small pie dishes that have given their name 
today to the famous pies stuffed with minced veal 
that are typical of Vila Real. 

Currently. black pots are sti ll used for cooking, 
albeit mainly in rural areas , and to a lesser extent 
by people who still recall the food cooked by their 
famil ies in the old days. The local restaurants 
show a lot of interest in the use of black 
earthenware. although it is mainly reserved for 
bringing the meals to the table. 

Bisalhaes black pottery today plays an important 
role as a "visiting card" for Vila Real. since it is 
very popular with tourists visiting the city. Indeed. 
it is this interest that means that almost all the 
pieces produced by the potters are decorated. 
whether they are clearly decorative or, judging at 
least from their type. utilitarian pieces. 

Sealing the earthenware 

Due to its porosity. Bisalhaes pottery is usually 
sealed before being used. However. various 
techniques and materials are used for 
waterproofing. Some people smear the inside of 
the piece with olive oil, others use beeswax 
outside or inside the oiece. and sti ll others use 
water and bran. 

Selling the pottery 

Currently Brsalhaes pottery is sold pnncipally 
from the workshops located at the entry points to 
Vi la F~eal or from the potters' homes and 
workshops in Btsalhfles The potters also say 
tha t the Festival of S. Pedro 111 Vila F~eal is still 
profitable for them. Potters Querubrm Queuos 



Rocha and Cesario da Rocha Martins regret not 
being able to go to the Festival for health and 
family rensons. 

However. in the past, potters recounted that. in 
their youth. like their forefathers. they went from 
place to place with their parents and siblings. 
walking barefoot , to sell the earthenware 
throughout the Douro region . south of the district 
of Vila Real to the northern area of Viseu. 

In fact. despite the ha rshness of the work 
involved in the many stages of the manufacture 
of Bisalhaes pottery. the suffering inherent in the 
process of selling their wares tradit ionally 
employed by the potters and their families took 
on inhumane proportions. it should be mentioned 
here that, by the middle of last century , the sale 
of the pottery was done not only by the potters. 
but also by their wives, who travelled to towns 
and villages in the region that were maybe forty 
or fi fty kilometres away from Bisalhaes, such as 
a number of towns in the wine region of Alto 
Douro. They carried the earthenware pieces in 
baskets weighing dozens of kilos, balanced on 
their heads to make walking easier. Without 
money to pay for road or rail transport, they went 
by foot - and often barefoot - using steep. rugged 
mountain paths, both in summer and winter. 
Sales were made in many villages spread across 
the Douro region. as wel l as in some of the major 
markets in the area. such as Vila Real , Regua, 
Senhora do Viso. Santa Marta de Penaguiao and 
Santa Andre. in Mesao Frio. The work by Maria 
Emilia Campos and Duarte Carvalho entitled 
"Bisalhaes - Anatomy of a People" provides a 
number of enlightening and poignant testimonials 
about the task of selling Bisalhaes pottery. By 
way of example. we can quote the statements of 
Dona Lidia. wife of the old potter Lucilio 
Fernandes: 

"We would go to sell them in Aba9as and Guiaes. 
We would go one day. and come back the next. 
In those days. there were no roads. We would go 
through the mountains. Very few people had the 
money to buy aluminium. so they all cooked in 
clay pots. The oldest pots were made of clay. In 
Aba9as. we would stay in the house of Dr. 
r~,1adeira Pinto. it was his sister, Dona Luisa, a 
single lady, who ran the house. They would buy 
from us from small pots (bowls) to wide bottomed 
pans. to take to the farms. They wouid pay us in 
olive oil. Dona Maria Jose, the mother of Dr 
Sanfins, would give us 20 litres of olive oil when 
she only had to give us 15. Dona Rosinha. the 
mother of Mr. Nicolalf. also bought from us. We 
would also go to Galatura on foot. There were 
others who would go to other places L ucilro·s 
father had a horse and they would go to Lei16s 
and S. Mart inho. In Guiaes. the1e was a square 
and we would go there on Saturday or Sunday 
when the workers had been paid. We would also 
go to Ordonho and Gouvinhas on foot. On the 



slopes of ?.ba~tas there were on!y oak and pine 
woods. There were no roads: just hiils and 
valleys. We always walked barefoot. sometimes 
with our feet bleeding. We would also return 
laden with potatoes. olive oil and broad beans". 

Testimonies of this ki nd give meaning to the 
words of Miguel Torga. in the book Trar;o ctc 
Uniao: "[ ... ] The black pottery that this potter from 
Bisalhaes sold us is not. as it appears. JUSt 
kneaded and fired clay: it is the dark side of 
hunger in his sad and stoic expression". 

Associated events: Vila Real's Festival of S. Pedro. also known as 
the Feira dos Pucarinhos. is inextricably linked to 
Bisalhaes pottery. Each year, on 28 and 29 June. 
the potters of Bisalhaes spread their earthenware 
out in Rua Centra!, also known as Largo da 
Capela Nova, to sell the pieces they have 
produced. The people of Vila Real and 
neighbouring towns flock in large numbers to this 
market, which is one of the city's and the region's 
most popular festive events. Another tradition is 
for groups of people to buy a piece of pottery 
from the potters. then form a circle and toss it to 
each other. Anyone who drops a piece, making it 
break, is obliged to buy another so that the game 
can continue. In Vila Real, this tradition as known 
as the "Jogo do Panelo". 

Transmission 
context: 

Active transmission status 
Description: Currently, the manufacture of black 
pottery is active in the village of Bisalhaes, but is 
limited to five potters. all residing in Bisalhaes. in 
the Parish of Mondr6es, Municipality of Vila Real. 
District of Vila Real. 

The Bisalhaes black earthenware tradition is 
inactive in the villages of Lordelo, Parada de 
Cunhos , Mondr6es and Vila Marirn 

Traditionally, ttle transmission of know-how 
inherent in the production of Bisalhaes pottery is 
made in the family context. Potters pass down 
their knowledge to their children and 
grandchildren. just as they received it from their 
parents and grandparents. These potters do not 
show much willingness to pass on their 
knowiedge outside their immediate fam ily. 
According to the currently active potters 
themselves. they have all tried to pass their craft 
on to their children and grandchildren. However. 
they say that the younger generations do not 
show any willingness to !earn how to make the 
pottery. because it is a demanding job from a 
physical point or view, bot11 for men and women. 
The increase in the level of education of the new 
generations has enabled the descendants of the 
potters to find professional work that does not 
require them to work with clay. We con therefore 
conclude thnt the new generations have only a 
!title knowledge and few technical skilis that 
would be insufficient to undertake any production 
activity. The exception to this rule is the potter 
Jorge Ramalho, agnd 46, t11e son of Sesiznando 



Ramalho, who has dedicated himself full-time to 
making BisaiMes pottery for about three years. 
He is the youngest working potier because the 
age of the others currently rvnges front 74 to 81. 
/'\!so worth men tioning, is the young Miguel 
Fontes, the grandson of potters. who has tried to 
deepen his knowledge and improve his 
technique, and has already made some pieces 
typical of this type of pottery. 

None of the potters mentioned share their 
knowledge with each other, and a certain rivalry 
between them is even noticeable. 

Date: 31-12-2014 
Method of transmission: oral 
Language(s): Portuguese 
Transmission agents: The potters themselves 

Orig in/History: An analysis of the current literature indicates that 
pottery has been produced in this clay-working 
area in a number of small villages adjacent to the 
city of Vila Real , such as Mondroes , Lordelo , Vila 
Marim. Parada de Cunhos and especially 
Bisalhaes. at least since the 16th century. The 
charter of Lordelo , of 12 November 1519, 
provides information on the taxes payable by 
potters. This pottery, which traditionally 
comprised articles of a utilitarian nature such as 
jars, jugs. bowls, pots, pitchers, ewers. large and 
small tankards. coffee jars. pie dishes and 
"secret" pipes. and decorative pieces such as tea 
sets. miniatures and chest pots, was - and still is 
- sold in the city of Vila Real, at the Feira dos 
Pucarinhos, which is held every year on 29 June. 
St. Peter's Day. and a number of towns in the 
Douro region throughout the year. 

However, if we take into account the study 0/aria 
cle Bisalllaes -· Cacfemo cle Especificaqoes para 
Cetlificaq<lo (The Pottery of Bisalhaes -
Specifications for Certification) by Grat;a Ramos 
(CRAT) and Alberta Tapada (AETUR), published 
in 2006. it is plausible that the making of pottery 
in this area has more ancient origins. ll is a topic 
that warrants further investigation. because the 
primary focus of the studies produced so far has 
not been on this aspect. Recent archaeological 
work in the Vila Velha (Oid Town. the original 
heart of the city of Vila Real) in 1995 and 1996 
and between 2002 and 2004. and !a ter up to 
2008 under the Polis Programme. has enabled 
fragments of pottery to be collected that suggest 
the possibility thnt ii orig inates from this pottery 
centre, given the similarities with the pottery 
produced here. 
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