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Italian Community — Comunita degli Italiani
“Pino Budicin”
Rovinj-Rovigno

Piazza/TrgCampitelli 1, pp 147, 52210 Rovinj-Rovigno
Tel: +385-52-811283, Fax: +385-52-830139, E-mail: ¢i-rovigno@pu.t-com.hr
Web: www.ci-rovigno.hr

Ravinj, 7t February 2014
Ref. No. 13/14

Subject: The Rovinj batana inscription on the UNESCO Register of Best Safeguarding Practices of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity — Supporting letter

Dear Sirs,

The ‘Pino Budicin’ Italian Community in Rovinj hereby wishes to express its support for the
inscription of the Rovinj batana on the UNESCO Register of Best Safeguarding Practices of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

The ‘Pino Budicin’ ltalian Community in Rovinj is the representative organization of the
members of the (talian National Community in Rovinj, which expresses and represents their
cultural, linguistic and social needs with the aim of safeguarding, promoting and developing their
ethnic identity.

The ltalian Community in Rovinj is an association created to safeguard, preserve and pass on
to future generations the ltalian language and characteristic culture of this area. To pursue this
goal it strives energetically to safeguard its own traditions, including the Rovignese dialect (a
Romance language related to Istriot and spoken in the region from time immemorial), the Rovinj
folk songs including the famous ‘bitinada’ (a special method of ‘instrumental’ accompaniment to a
soloist voice, with other singers imitating the sounds of various musical instruments so as to sound
like an orchestra — now included in the intangible cultural heritage list of Croatia) as well as its own
symbols, including the well-known ‘batana’ boat.

The Rovignese dialect, bitinada and batana are inevitably linked, as they are the three
features which best represent the traditions, soul and spirit of both our town and its inhabitants.
Far from being merely mentioned in documents, recorded on CDs or kept in a museum, these
traditions and symbols are rooted in the way of life of the people of Rovinj, which is still reflected
in our daily existence and makes our town so unique and loved by locals and visitors alike.

The Italian National Community is one of the fundamental components of Rovinj society
and, since the post-war period, when it became a minaority, it has cohabited peacefully and
established friendly relations with the Croatian majority, while still preserving its own peculiarities
and identity. Indeed, these clear and honest relations and the interweaving of the different
experiences and traditions have resulted in the atmosphere of civil coexistence and mutual
respect which characterizes the life and attitudes of people in Rovinj.



For all of these reasons, we believe the Rovinj batana and all its related traditions fully
deserve to be included in the prestigious UNESCO Register of Best Safeguarding Practices of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Yours faithfully,

Gianclaudio Pellizzer Cinzia lvanci¢
President President of the Executive Committee



Societa artistico-culturale “Marco Garbin”

della Comunita degli Italiani “Pino Budicin” della Citta di Rovigno
Kulturno-umjetnic¢ko drustvo “Marco Garbin”

Zajednice Talijana “Pino Budicin” grada Rovinja

Rovinj-Rovigno, 20 marzo 2014

bl

Spett.le Ecomuseo-Ekomuzej “Batana’
Riva-Obala P. Budicin, 2 Rovinj-Rovigno

Post.no Ministarstvo kulture Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb
Spett.le Ministero alla cultura della Repubblika di Croazia
Runjaninova, 2 Zagreb-Zagabria

Oggetto: raccomandazione per la nominazione dell’arte di costruzione della batana
rovignese per ['iscrizione nella lista delle migliori pratiche di salvaguardia del patrimonio
(cultura) immateriale del mondo sotto tutela dell’ UNESCO.

La Societa artistico-culturale (=SAC) “Marco Garbin” ¢ stata fondata nel 1947 ed
anche oggi opera quale SAC nell’ambito della Comunita degli Ttaliani “Pino Budicin” della
citta di Rovigno.

Dalla fondazione ad oggi tutela, valorizza, promuove e presenta il patrimonio storico
culturale, in particolare quello legato alla ricchissima tradizione dei canti popolari
(“bitinade”, “arie da nuoto”, “arie da contrada™) della citta di Rovigno e ovviamente della
comunita nazionale italiana locale autoctona.

La SAC “Marco Garbin” collabora attivamente e partecipa alle iniziative, ai
programmi ed ai progetti dell’Ecomuseo “Batana™ (in particolare alla costruzione e
riparazione di batane al “Piccolo squiero™ e ai vari dal molo piccolo).

Considerate le componenti, i programmi realizzati, i risultati ed i riconoscimenti finora
conseguiti, nonché la visione futura dell’Ecomuseo “Batana”, riteniamo che la sua attivita in
generale ed in particolare I'arte di costruzione della batana rovignese rappresenti uno
splendido e positivo esempio di salvaguardia, implementazione e diffusione di un mestiere
tradizionale e di tutta la realta storico-culturale che ruota attorno alla batana. Importante
inoltre che questo esempio di pratica di salvaguardia della cultura immateriale avvenga anche
attraverso la valorizzazione dell’antico dialetto di Rovigno e delle tradizioni musicali
rovignesi piu genuine.

Per questi motivi diamo pieno appoggio alla nominazione dell’arte di costruzione
della batana rovignese per iscrizione nella lista delle migliori pratiche di salvaguardia
della cultura immateriale del mondo sotto tutela del’UNESCO.

Il Presidente
Della Societa artistico-culturale “Marco Garbin”
Ivetta Vol&i¢ Zufié



Cultural Club “Marco Garbin”

of the Italian Community “Pino Budicin” of Rovinj

Societa artistico-culturale “Marco Garbin”

Della Comunita degli Italiani “Pino Budicin” della Citta di Rovigno

Rovinj-Rovigno, 20" March 2014

Subject: Supporting letter for the nomination of the Rovinj batana boat building crafismanship for
inscription on the UNESCO Register of Best Safeguarding Practices of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity.

The ‘Marco Garbin® Cultural Arts Society (Societa artistico-culturale) was founded in 1947
and operates within the ‘Pino Budicin’ Italian Community in Rovin;.

Since the beginning, its aim has been to protect, promote and present the historical and
cultural heritage of the town of Rovinj and of its ancient local Italian ethnic community, with
special emphasis on the extremely rich traditions related to folk songs (bitinada, aria da nuoto, aria
da contrada).

The ‘Marco Garbin’ Cultural Arts Society actively cooperates and participates in the
initiatives, programmes and projects of the Batana Ecomuseum, particularly those related to the
construction and repair of batana boats in the Piccolo Squero shipyard and to their launch from the
‘small pier’ in Rovinj.

In light of the Batana Ecomuseum’s components and vision for the future, the programmes it
has implemented, the results obtained, and the acknowledgments it has so far received, we believe
its overall activity, and more specifically the Rovinj batana boat building craftsmanship, is an
outstanding example of effective safeguarding, implementation and dissemination of a traditional
craft and of the whole historical and cultural heritage related to the batana. More importantly, this
model practice for the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage has also contributed to reviving
the ancient Rovinj dialect and the most genuine Rovinj musical traditions.

For the above stated reasons, we hereby express our full support to the nomination of
the Rovinj batana boat building craftsmanship for inscription on the UNESCO Register of the
Best Safeguarding Practices of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

President
of the Cultura% Club ‘Marco Garbin’
Ivetta Vol¢i¢ Zufi¢









ITALIAN UNION
UNIONE ITALIANA

CENTRE FOR HISTORICAL RESEARCH -ROVINJ
CENTRO DI RICHERCHE STORICHE — ROVIGNO

Rovinj-Rovigno, 16" February 2014

To:  Ecomuseum Batana
Riva Obala P. Budicin 2, Rovinj-Rovigno

To:  Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Croatia
Runjaninova 2, Zagreb

Subject: Supporting letter for the nomination of the Rovinj batana boat building crafismanship for
inscription on the UNESCO Register of Best Safeguarding Practices of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity.

The Centre for Historical Research (Centro di Ricerche Storiche) of the Italian Union has
been operating for almost 50 years in the field of historical research. Founded in 1968 by the Italian
Community, the only representative organization of the Italian National Community living in the
republics Croatia and Slovenia, it was created to start a process aimed at highlighting and
explaining the history of Istria, undoubtedly one of the most delicate and complex of its kind due to
its geopolitical position and secular multi-ethnic structure, among other factors.

Since its beginning, the Centre has organized its activities in five sections: General History of
the Region, Ethnography, Dialectology (Romance languages), History of the Workers’ Movement
and of the Resistance; to this must be added the Social Research section which was created in 1985.
Since its foundation, the Centre has been based in the town of Rovinj, in Istria (Croatia).

In its over 45 years of activity, the Centre has independently published 270 volumes in several
collections and co-published 62 works, totalling about 100,000 printed pages written in Italian, with
summaries in Croatian and Slovenian.

Its Scientific Library now includes over 110,000 volumes of outstanding bibliographical value
as well as 1,695 magazines and 673 newspapers. The main theme of the library collection is the
history of the region (including the historical settlement area of the Italian National Community)
and other relevant topics.

Since November 1995 our Library has enjoyed the status of Depository Library of the Council
of Europe (Strasbourg), and contains a special section devoted to human and minority rights and
environmental protection.

The Library also features a unique collection (some 3,500 items) of geographical, topographic
and military maps, prints and views of our area, spanning from the 16" century to the present, as
well as almost 4,000 documents, drawings, posters and calendars. There is also a rich collection of
printed material, photos, films, video and music tapes (about 10,000 items).



Among the institutions the Centre for Historical Research collaborates with is the Batana
Ecomuseum. Since the creation of this innovative Ecomuseum, our Centre has given considerable
support to its projects and initiatives by providing historical, scientific, technical, bibliographical,
documentary and photographic material and advice.

Through its various components and its activities over the past decade, the Batana
Ecomuseum has made substantial and fundamental contributions to the safeguarding, enhancement,
promotion and presentation of our most genuine traditions, including those expressed in the ancient
Istriot Rovignese dialect, those closely related to our unique folk songs, particularly the bitinada,
and, more generally, those concerning our rich historical and cultural heritage linked to fishing,
seamanship and shipbuilding.

The greatest merit of the Batana Ecomuseum is its commitment to safeguarding, enhancing
and promoting the craftsmanship of batana boat building, an art which was in danger of being lost.
The batana is unique among the small-sized vessels typical of the Adriatic Sea also thanks to its
construction technique: made entirely by hand according to a tradition passed down from generation
to generation, which requires the use of special cartaboni (ancient tools for measuring angles), very
few traditional tools and the carpenter-builder’s skilled eye.

By safeguarding and enhancing this craftsmanship, the Batana Ecomuseum has indeed
revived the ancient Istriot Rovignese vocabulary related to the batana with its traditional
characteristic lugsail, encouraged the resumption of certain fishing roles and activities based on the
batana and developed a social project which involves the whole community and embraces almost all
aspects of daily life in Rovinj.

From a historical perspective, the Batana Ecomuseum has revitalized one of the most
fundamental aspects of our historical and cultural heritage, the sea being its main pivotal axis.

More importantly, the revitalization of the batana, its boat building craftsmanship and the
world related to it has made it possible for the members of the Ecomuseum, all the citizens and the
numerous tourists visiting Rovinj throughout the year to discover our rich traditions at first hand
and actively experience them, day by day. This is, indeed, a model of an excellent practice to be
shared, followed and implemented in other fields as well and, above all, an experience that should
be taken into consideration by all those committed to safeguarding maritime cultural heritage.

For the above stated reasons, the Centre for Historical Research of the Italian Union
fully supports the nomination of the Rovinj batana boat building craftsmanship for
inscription on the UNESCQO Register of Best Safeguarding Practices of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

The Director
Prof. Giovanni Radossi



ZAVICAJNT MUZE] GRADA ROVINJA
MUSEO CIVICO DELLA CITTA DI ROVIGNO

Rovinj-Rovigno, 12.02.2014
Urbroj/Numprot: 01-66/1-2014

MINISTARSTVO KULTURE RH
Runjaninova 2, 10000 ZAGREB

Predmet: Nominacija umije¢a gradnje rovinjske batane za upis
na UNESCO-vu listu najboljih praksi o€uvanja nematerijalne bastine svijeta

UMIJECE GRADNJE BATANE

Nesmiljen tijek vremena briSe tragove biv8ih Zivota, mijenja obi€aje i ljude, nestaju i
mijenjaju se rodbinske i medugeneracijske veze koje su Zivot znadile — posebno u prijenosu
znanja, vjestima i posebnih umijeéa, zaboravljamo rijedi, mirise, zvukove, gubimo navike... u
Rovinju to nije sluaj.

Suskavi melodiozni dijalekt kojeg &ujete na svakom trgu, ulici, u crkvi ili na trznici, zvuk
,nevidljivog orkestra® bitinadora, zvon zvona sa zvonika Svete Eufemije, razgovor ribara dok
¢iste mrezZe na batani u luci ili razgovori na trZnici, Zubor vode u fontani na trgu, ¢iove, galebovi,
zvuk broda §to isplovljava ili pljusak vesla, igre i smijeh djece ispod volte — mnogobrojne su i
slikovite scene Zivota u gradicu na Mediteranu, nama muzealcima bogat i Ziv izvor podataka za
istraZivanje.

Zahvaljujuci grupi gradana u Udruzi ,Kuéa o batani“ organizira se velik broj manifestacija
i aktivhosti za gradane, djecu i posjetitelje s osnovnim zadatkom oZivijavanja tradicijskih
zanata i obi¢aja i namjerom poudciti mlade generacije i promovirati kulturno nasljede zajednice.
Pomno se bilieze obiaji, vrijednosti, zanati i umijeéa koja su bila i jo$ uvijek jesu, dio
svakodnevnog Zivota u Rovinju.

Posebnu paznju javnosti privia€i gradnja batane na trgu tijekom ljetnih mjeseci. Batana
je u Rovinju sveprisutna: u juznoj luci Katarina usidreno je pedesetak batana u 5-6 nizova, luka
je pretijesna, opjevana je u bitinadama i stihovima, u romanima. Nekada je batana imala jedro,
oslikano prirodnim bojama sa iscrtanim simbolom obitelji ili nekim drugim crteZzom od posebnog
znacaja za vlasnika. Batana je bila skoro pa &lan obitelji i dobivala je ime: Orsolina, Lucia, Leni,
Rita, Caterina, Gioiello. Ona nije samo simbol, nekada je batana bila neophodna za
prezivljavanje ribarskih obitelji.

Pred pogledima znatizeljnika, majstori graditelji, tesari rade na planiranju, organiziranju i
pripremi materijala i procesa gradnje batane: postavijaju postolje za gradnju, oblikuju jelove
daske, rezu i blanjaju, pripremaju statve, rebrenice, bitve, jarmenicu i spone, spajaju u kostur
barke, i dalje slijedi niz poslova odredenim redoslijedom. Nije svako plovilo batana — rovinjska
batana ima kormilo, a nekada je imala jedro, lagana je i stabilna, sigurna na otvorenom moru,
s djelomiénom ili s potpunom oplatom, s dimenzijama do najviSe 6,5 m duZine.
Setadi, turisti zastaju i propitkuju tesare $to rade i §to dalje slijedi, usporeduju svoja iskustva iz
svojih zemalja u gradnji malih obiteljskih plivila. Dolaze grupe djece iz rovinjskih 8kola i prate
gradnju batane.

Posebna svelanost je trenutak kada batana prvi puta dodirne morsko plavetnilo, uz
zvuke pjesme ,Viechia batana“ i druge stare napjeve. Velik broj rovinjace spusti se na veliki mol

Trg mar$ala Tita 11, 52210 Rovinj » MB: 3048748 « tel: ++385 052 816720 « fax: ++385 052 830650
e-mail: muzej-rovinj@pu.t-com.hr * www.muzej-rovinj.com






HERITAGE MUSEUM OF THE CITY OF ROVIN]J
MUSEO CIVICO DELLA CITTA DI ROVIGNO

Rovinj-Rovigno, 12 February 2014
Ref. Number/Numprot: 01-66/1-2014

MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF THE
REPUBLIC OF CROATIA
Runjaninova 2, 10000 ZAGREB

Subject: Nomination of the art of building the Rovinj ,,batana® for inscription on
the UNESCO world List of best practices of safeguarding of intangible
heritage

THE ART OF BUILDING THE ,,BATANA*

Time relentlessly passing erases the traces of former lives, changes tradition and people, kin and
intergenerational ties that meant life disappear and change — especially regarding professions,
skills and special artisan skills, we forget words, fragrances, sounds, habits die... this however is

not the case i Rovinj.

The rustling melodious dialect you hear on every square, street, church or at the market, the
sound of the “invisible orchestra” of bitinadori (singers of the bitinada, traditional song
accompanying the building of the batana boat), bells ringing form the St. Euphemia belfry,
fishermen chatting while cleaning fishing nets in the batana or people talking to each other at the
market, water burbling in the fountain on the main square, swifts, seagulls, the sound of a ship
sailing out or paddles splashing against the sea, children playing and laughing under vaults — those
are the many and picturesque images of life in a small Mediterranean town, to us museum people

a rich and lively source of data to research.

Thanks to a group of citizens, the Association “Kuca o batani”/”House of batana” is the place
where a large number of events and activities are organised for citizens, children and guests,
aimed primarily at reviving traditional crafts and customs as well as educating younger
generations and promoting the cultural heritage of the community. Customs, values, crafts and
skills that used to be and still are a part of everyday life in Rovinj are being meticulously recorded.

The building of the batana on a little square during the summer months attracts special attention
of citizens and guests. The batana in Rovinj is everywhere: in the Katarina south port some fifty
batana are anchored in 5-6 rows, the port is too small, songs have been sung about it in many
bitinada songs, in verses and in novels. The batana used to have a sail painted in natural colours
with the drawing of the family symbol or another drawing of special significance to the owner.
The batana was almost like a family member and would be named: Orsolina, Lucia, Leni, Rita,



Caterina, and Gioilello. She is not just a symbol; she was once the only means of survival for

fishermen families.

Under the eyes of interested audiences, master builders/carpenters plan, otganise and prepare the
materials and the process of building the batana: they set up the stand on which the boat is to be
built, they shape fir boards, they cut and plane, they prepare the stems, the girt, the bitts, the hand
saw and the clamps, they connect them into the boat skeleton, all of that followed by phases of
work in specific order. Not every boat is a batana- the Rovinj batana has a helm and once used to
have a sail, it is light and stable, safe at open seas, with partial or whole planking and up to 6.5
meters long. People strolling, tourists passing by stop and ask the carpenters what they are doing
and what is next, comparing experiences of their countries in building small family boats. Groups
of children from Rovinj schools come to keep track of the construction of the batana.

The moment when the batana first touches the blue sea accompanied by the tune of the song
“Viechia batana” (in English “Old batana”) and other old chants, is indeed a special ceremony. A
large number of Rovinj inhabitants come to the big pier to see the “launching” of the batana.

Visitors accompanied by experienced rowers can also sail along the Rovinj coast in the batana
and enjoy in the silent murmur of the sea, the splashing of the batana against the sea surface. The
rowing style of Rovinj fishermen is interesting too: with his body turned towards the direction of
movement, the rower actually pushes two long paddles toward the prow. The story of the batana
has countless details. The fishermen of Rovinj gladly share their experience and skill with voung
people and all those interested in this art.

The art of building the Rovinj batana is an old traditional craft. Today there are builders of the
batana who build batana boats and repair the existing ones in the traditional way. The Batana
Ecomuseum and the Heritage Museum of the City of Rovinj keep old tools, planes, saws, drills,
small tools once used to build the batana. Traditional tools and materials are also used today in
building the batana and the process of making has been known for ages. The interest for building
the batana and sailing in it is there — the batana is used for coastal fishing, for sports and

recreational purposes and as additional tourist asset.

For all the above we support the nomination of the art of building the Rovinj batana for
inscription on the UNESCO world List of best practices of the safeguarding of intangible
heritage because we believe that this good practice should be properly categorised, recognised

and preserved.

Marija Smolica, Director



Drustvo osoba s invaliditetom -Rovinj

Associazionedelle persone portatoridell ‘handicap -Rovigno,
Rovinj ,Carducci b.b. OIB 91469650958

Ziro ra&.2407000-1128021368,0TP banka

M.B.1426257

Rovinj, 27.2.2014.

Ekomuzej Batana svojim djelovanjem prepoznatljiv je u gradu Rovinju te se istiCe u svom
vrlo aktivnom djelovanju. Smatramo da je Ekomuzej zasluzan u oCuvanju rovinjske bastine,
sa posebnim akcentom na ocuvanju i prepoznavanju brodice batana, i to ne samo njenog
vizualnog identiteta, ve¢ i na ofuvanju tradicionalnog nacina izrade batane.

Posebnost izrada batane prezentira se gradanima ali i svim posjetiteljima grada Rovinja.
Mnogobrojni gosti koji dolaze iz svih krajeva svijeta svakodnevno na rovinjskoj rivi i u
starogradskoj jezgri uZivaju u jednostavnosti, strpljivostii ljepoti izrade brodice.

Bez obzira na sva ogranicenja koje imaju ¢lanovi ne$e Udruge osoba sa invaliditetom, prije
nekoliko godina EFkomuzej nas je pozvao 1 strpljivo prezentirao svoj rad, $to nas je vrlo
ugodno iznenadilo. I tako je zapocela nala suradnja. UkljuCujemo se u aktivnosti koje
provodi Ekomuzej, od prezentacije pripreme tradicionalnih jela do izrade batane koju
obavezno prati bitinada, tradicionalna pjesma koja takoder obiljeZzava rovinjsku tradiciju i na
koju smo svi jako ponosni.

Ponosni smo 3to djelujuci zajedno sa Ekomuzejom Batana imamo priliku doprinijeti ouvanju
i zadtiti tradicije 1 zahvalni na njihovom strpljenju, edukaciji i prenijetoj ljubavi prema
tradiciji kuju ¢emo svakako, na svoj nafin njegovati.




Association of Disabled Persons — Rovinj

Associazione delle persone portatori dell'handicap — Rovigno
Rovinj, Carducci b.b. PIN 91469650958

Giro-account: 2407000-1128021368, OTP Bank

Reg. Number 1426257

Rovinj, 27 February 2014

The “Batana Ecomuseum” is recognizable in the City of Rovinj for its activities and stands out by its
very active engagement. We consider that the Ecomuseum greatly contributed to the safeguarding of
the heritage of Rovinj, with a special focus on the preservation and recognisability of the small boat
batana, not only of its visual identity but also of the traditional way of making the batana.

The unigueness of making the batana is presented to the citizens and visitors of Rovinj. A large
number of guests coming from all over the world have the possibility to enjoy in the simplicity,
patience and beauty of the making of the small boat.

Regardless of all the limitations of the members of our Association of Disabled Persons, the
Ecomuseum invited us to join in a few years ago, by which we were very pleasantly surprised, and we
have been patiently presenting our work ever since. This is how our cooperation started. We are
involved in the activities of the Ecomuseum, such as presentations of the preparation of traditional
meals and the making of the batana, always accompanied by the bitinada, a traditional song also
celebrating the tradition of Rovinj, which we are all very proud of.

We are proud that by working together with the Batana Ecomuseum we have the opportunity to
contribute to the safeguarding and protection of the tradition and are thankful for their patience,
education and transmission of love for tradition they have passed on to us, tradition which we will

definitely nurture in our own way.

President of the Association

Mirjana Kmacic Pellizer






REPUBLIC OF CROATIA

REPUBLICA DI CROAZIA

OSNOVNA SKOLA VLADIMIRA NAZORA
SCUOLA ELEMENTARE “VLADIMIR NAZOR”

Edmonda de Amicisa 31, 52210 Rovin;
Tel/fax: 0527 811-271 and 816-612

E-mail: 0s-rovinj-002(@skole hmethr

WwWw.0s-voazora-rovinlskole hr

Class: 602-01/14-01/5
Ref. number: 2171-01-17-01-14-1
Rovinj, 14 March 2014

Subject: Nomination of the art of building the Rovinj ,,batana‘ for inscription on
the UNESCO world List of best practices of the safeguarding of intangible
heritage

To live in Rovinj and not to teach students about the historical and cultural value of the city
would be a role incomplete for teachers. Not to develop among our students love towards all that

we have inherited would be not to fulfil our responsibility as adults.

Therefore, our school, through regular educational and extracurricular activities, initiates and
supports various activities with students always underpinning the importance and the value of
what Rovinj has as a city. We find motivation for our activities in the warmth of the stone,
narrow streets, fishing nets, singing at squares, playing music, the scent of the sea, seagulls flying,

paddles splashing in the sea, the batana on the horizon. ..

In June 2012, we have enthusiastically embraced the proposal of the association ,,Mrezza® and
the project team ,,StolArt™ for the students of our school to participate in building for the first
time a children batana in Rovinj. In cooperation with the Batana Ecomuseum, we thought it
would be very important and valuable for our students to gain experience in building and
launching a batana they made with their unskilled hands. Working out in the open, on 2 city
square, under the vigilant eye of their mentor, they have revived the traditional art of manually
building Rovinj batana boats. Along with familiarising themselves with the building technique,
little shipbuilders (kalafat) got to know all the parts this little Rovinj boat is made of. A very
special impression on the students had the launching of their batana into the arms of the sea. The
experience of acquiring the skills of the art of building the batana most certainly guarantees
sustainable safeguarding of this tradition of Rovinj. We are therefore willing, as a school, to share

this good practice with everyone who wants to preserve that tradition.
School Principal

Suzana Poropoat-Bozac
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Ref. number / Numprot: 2171-01-02-14-2

Rovinj, 6 February 2014

MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF THE
REPUBLIC OF CROATIA
Runjaninova 2, 10000 Zagreb

Subject: Nomination of the Rovinj ,,batana® for inscription on the UNESCO world
list of best practices of the safeguarding of intangible heritage

Rovinj and its citizens have always been otiented to the sea which has sustained them since times
immemorial and has shaped their mentality, their lifestyle and economic activities. It is therefore
no surprise that people from Rovinj were once known as skilled shipbuilders, but no boat has
ever managed to become part of people’s lives and almost part of them as has the small fishing
boat batana, which still lives today in the port of Rovinj overtopping other small boats with its sail
of tan colours, modelled and made after the traditional old sails. For this unforgettable sight 1
thank a group of citizens, today gathered in the Association “Kuca o batani”/”House of batana”,
which, at the beginning of September 2004, completed the project of revival of tradition by

opening the Batana Ecomuseum.

Over the past ten years of the Ecomuseum and numerous nominations, awards and compliments
the Museum has received from internationally renowned institutions and authorities, the
Association, today counting an already impressive number of members, has been promoting the
Rovinj tradition with a whole range of activities, through music, gasttonomy and old crafts, thus
bringing it closer to young generations, immigrants and numerous visitors and guests of Rovinj,

and with that, through the story of the batana, has managed to materialise the intangible heritage



of a city over and over again so as to satisfy all human senses: from flavours and fragrances to eve

and ear pleasing scenes.

A special story without words is told by the carpenter and shipbuildet, who builds his batana in
the summer evening hours, out in the open, with forgotten tools, by the fishing nets mended as
they were mended once and with the inevitable bitinada, traditional singing by combination of
imitating of instruments and words expressed in the dialect of Rovinj, included as of 2007 in the
Register of Cultural Goods of the Republic of Croatia (as well as the building of the batana,
included in the Register in 2008).

Those are the evenings during which the Past, in its beauty and harmony of peculiar dynamics

and tranquillity, pervades every soul.

In that rich opus of a variety of history tales and stories about this constant city-island where
known and less known Rovinj people and customs have found their place, the nurturing of
tradition and culture has found its way to coming generations precisely by sailing into the wave of
its small boat batana. Encouraging and supporting in every way the activities and projects of the
Association Kuéa o batani/House of the batana and of the Batana Ecomuseum, as well as their
passion in sharing the experience of this good practice with the whole world, and ensuring funds
in the city budget for their unobstructed work, which in every way represents preservation of
tradition, the City of Rovinj supports and proposes the art of building the Rovinj batana to be

inscribed on the UNESCO world List of best practices of the safeguarding of intangible heritage.

The City Mayor — Il Sindaco

Giovanni Sponza





















TOURIST COMMUNITA
BOARD OF ROVIN]J TURISTICA DI ROVIGNO

Tourist board of the City of Rovinj - Rovigno
Obala Pina Budicina 12

52210 Rovinj

Ref. Number: 13/14-2014

Rovinj, 3 February 2014

MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF THE
REPUBLIC OF CROATIA
Runjaninova 2, 10000 Zagreb

Subject: Nomination of the art of building the Rovinj ,,barana® for inscription on
the UNESCO world List of best practices of safeguarding of intangible
heritage

The ,,batana” is the most widespread boat in Rovinj. She reflects the continuity of local tangible
and intangible maritime and fishing heritage, as well as the continuity of everyday life of the local
population. The small boat batana, characterised by its flat bottom, is made of wood. The fact
that the population of Rovinj believes it is important to preserve the tradition of the batana
resulted in the opening of the Ecomuseum “Kuca o batani”/”House of batana” in 2004 and

citizens gathering in the Association Kuéa o batani/House of batana.

Through a range of activities the Association is reviving the history of Rovinj. The Association
organises a procession of batana boats followed by dinner in the jpacio /tavern Matika, wine
bottles are being knitted, fishing nets mended, and Rovinj bitinada songs are being sung. The
procession of batana boats starts at dusk from the small pier close to the city main square and
sails along the beautiful old town centre to the tavern Matika in Svalba Street, a place one can
also enter from the sea. Sailing in the batana boats is accompanied by evocative music played by
the Rovinj folk band Batana or the bitinadori (singers of the bitinada traditional songs) of the
Cultural Club Marco Garbin. A traditional dinner with fish specialties is served in the tavern

Matika.



Speaking about the activities of the Association, supported and helped by the Tourist Board of
the City of Rovinj — Rovigno, we must not forget the shipbuilders and the art of building the
Rovinj batana, because of which the citizens and visitors of Rovinj can witness ways of past
times. The almost ritual process of building the batana, the same way it has been built for
centuries, without the help of modern tools, is followed by the entire community of Rovinj and
numerous visitors night after night in the “Ma/i Skver”/Little shipyard in the immediate vicinity of
the Hcomuseum’s museum. Since the batana only comes to life once she is in the sea and
“serves” her master the fisherman, all newly built or repaired batana boats are in the hands of
Rovinj fishermen, who participate with the batana boats in numerous actions, promotional and
educational programmes of the Ecomuseum. Over the years, some fifteen batana boats have
been built or repaired. The art of building the Rovinj batana has been included in the Register of

Cultural Goods of the Republic of Croatia.

The tradition of the batana cannot be separated from the musical tradition of Rovinj represented
by the bitinada, the original expression of the Rovinj folk song, which according to the tradition,
was created among Rovinj fishermen who were spending hours in their boats fishing or mending

nets.

The art of building the batana represents significant contribution to the safeguarding and
nurturing of the old fishing traditions of the City of Rovinj and contributes to the promotion of
the authentic values of the destination and to higher touristic product value, and the members of
the Association House of batana are eager to share the experience of this good practice both in
our country and abroad. Pursuant to all of the above, the Tourist Board of the City of Rovinj —
Rovigno, supports and proposes the art of building the Rovinj batana to be inscribed on the

UNESCO world List of best practices of safeguarding of intangible heritage.

Director of the Office of the Tourist Board

of the City of Rovinj — Rovigno

Qdete Sapac


















SCUOLA ITALIANA DESIGN
35127 PADOVA

To: Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Croatia
Runjaninova 2, 10000 Zagreb

Subject: Nomination of batana boat building craftsmanship for inscription on the UNESCO
Register of Best Safeguarding Practices of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

My name is Giorgio Pellizzaro and | am the Marketing & Training Manager for SCUOLA ITALIANA
DESIGN (ltalian School of Design), the training department of the GALILEO SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY PARK (STP) in Padua, ltaly, directed by Massimo Malaguti (Engineer).

Please find attached a short profile of Scuola Italiana Design.

Since 1980, | have visited Rovinj as a tourist on many occasions, even during the difficult 1990s,
attracted not only by the place itself, but also by its history, which is inextricably linked to the living
and working conditions of the local seafarers, their community, activities, tools and boats.

Rovinj has a body — its architecture and landscape — and a soul, created by all those dedicated to
safeguarding the traditions and customs of a community that is so rich in values.

Since 1998, Scuola ltaliana Design has organized the SID ROVINJ WORKSHOP, a high-powered
creative design week which takes place in June every year, involving 6 teachers and more than 60
students from both our school and other international institutes (from Spain, Sweden, Poland,
Austria and Latvia, among others) to work on industrial design projects assigned by client
companies (Whirlpool, Chicco-Artsana, Ferrero, Alifa Romeo, Rollerblade, Fila, to mention but a
few).

Although for more than 15 years the workshop was held at the Hotel PARK, last year we moved to
the Hotel Katarina, situated on the island of the same name, opposite the town of Rovinj.

A true and extraordinary cradle of creativity which is now engraved in the minds and hearts of the
participants, so far including over 1,000 students and more than 20 companies.

The safeguarding of a community’s traditions and distinctive heritage is part of a cultural basis that
cannot be ignored.

For this reason we hereby express our support for Croatia’'s nomination of the batana, the
traditional Rovinj boat conceived by the people of Rovinj to meet their local seafaring needs, for
inscription on the above-mentioned UNESCO Register in consideration of its aesthetic qualities
and high performance ensured by its original and unique design and the building craftsmanship
involved.

This is a practice and an experience that can be shared and proposed to those operating in this
field.

We suggest investing resources to create construction drawings for batana boats, since
construction has so far been based on the ‘oral transmission of building skills and father-son
imitation,” as well as a ‘Batana vocational school’ for the fransmission of this as yet unwritten



craftsmanship which is in danger of being lost. This may lead to new employment opportunities for
young boat building enthusiasts in Rovinj, since this unique craft is also in great demand.

We would also like to take this opportunity to suggest including the Rovinj Squero, the shipyard
where batana boats are built and repaired, in the nomination. The shipyard, which was about to
close down after centuries of activity, has been revived by a recent, high quality restoration project.
A masterpiece of engineering and industrial architecture of great historical and cultural value, this
is a site that definitely deserves to be preserved and promoted.

We remain at your disposal for any clarification you may need and wish you success with your
project.

Yours faithfully,

Giorgio Pellizzaro Massimo Malaguti
Marketing & Training Managing Director
Scuola ltaliana Design Galileo STP joint-stock consortium company

Galileo STP joint-stock consortium company

Padua, 11" February 2014






Per questo motivo sosteniamo la nominazione all’oggetto non solo perché tramanda un

antico mestiere ma anche perché si tratta di una pratica da condividere e da proporre a coloro che
operano in questo campo.
I giacimenti etnografici tramandatici, € che ancora oggi sopravvivono, rientrano in pieno in quel
patrimonio culturale europeo meritevole di tutela che, con I'entrata nell’Unione Europea (UE)
della gran parte dei Paesi che si affacciano sull’ Adriatico (Croazia, Grecia, Italia e Slovenia), e
con la prossima entrata degli altri (Albania, Bosnia-Erzegovina e Montenegro) dobbiamo
salvaguardare.

In questo modo, infatti, potranno essere salvaguardati i numerosi legami storico-culturali
che ci sono oggi tra le due sponde, e, con ’eliminazione delle vecchie frontiere, I’ Adriatico
svelera al meglio la sua specificitd e la comunanza di storia, tradizioni, culture e rapporti che ci
hanno legato per millenni.

Proprio per concorrere a tale spirito di cooperazione tra i popoli,. Il Centro Studi Storici
di Mestre offre la sua collaborazione e solidarieta alla proposta, che € in via di inoltro a cura del
“Ministero alla Cultura” della Repubblica di Croazia, che intende candidare per la lista dei beni
immateriali sotto la protezione dell'Unesco "L'arte della costruzione della batana rovignese",
che va a convalidare il riconoscimento che va dato all' “Ekomuzej-Ecomuseo della Batana” ed
all’intera comunita di Rovigno-Rovinj.

Mestre (Venezia), 5 marzo 2014,

f T/I;Presidente
(Prof. Roberto Stevanato)

Centro Studi Storici di Mestre
C/o Centro Culturale Villa Pozzi
Via Gazzera Alta 46 — 30174 Mestre (VE)
Tel e fax 041.8020824
e-mail: studistoricimestre@libero.it
web: www.centrostudistoricidimestre.it




CENTRE FOR HISTORICAL STUDIES IN MESTRE
CENTRO STUDI STORICI DI MESTRE

To: BATANA ECOMUSEUM
Obala- Riva Pino Budicin 2

Rovini-Rovigno (Croatia)

SUBJECT: Nomination of batana boat building craftsmanship for inscription on the UNESCO
Register of Best Safeguarding Practices of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

The Centre for Historical Studies in Mestre (Centro Studi Storici di Mestre, CSSM) is a non-
governmental, non-profit cultural association whose aim is to promote, coordinate and disseminate
historical, artistic, cultural and environmental enhancement initiatives in the Veneto region.

In particular, the association promotes the history, art, culture, environment and traditions of
the ‘Venezie’ through studies, research, study meetings, round tables, conventions, conferences,
publications, exhibitions, guided tours, historical re-enactment events, cultural gatherings and other
cultural events.

As a part of its ‘mission’ the CSSM places great emphasis on the centuries-old historical and
cultural relationship which has closely linked Venice to Istria and Dalmatia, forging or refining
unique types of culture, customs and languages.

Since ancient times, the Adriatic Sea has always connected the two shores and favoured the
development of ties between them.

A simple overview of the coastal towns will suffice to identify a common, constant, and in
some cases predominant urban layout, in which most of the historical buildings reflect the
unmistakable Venetian style of urban architecture. In terms of artistic ¢creativity, the historical street
furniture is even more surprising, with architectural styles and types often overlapping; the religious
artistic heritage also reveals a common influence even in the smallest details, as a comparison of the
basilicas of Aquileia, Gradac, Porec, Torcello and Venice clearly shows. The key factor is the
Adriatic Sea, serving as a binding influence between cultures.

The links between the two Adriatic shores have been even closer in the trade and maritime
fields. Rare examples of bragozzo, lieuto, brazzera, caorlina, sandolo and battana boats can still be
seen in the various fishing ports, and tools, methods, artefacts and languages common to both
shores are still used today — the surviving traces of the millenary cultural heritage shared by the
whole Gulf of Venice.

We therefore support the above-mentioned nomination, not only because it promotes the
transmission of an ancient craft but also because this is a practice that deserves to be shared and
proposed to those operating in this field.

The ethnographic items that have been handed down to us and still survive today fall within
Europe’s cultural heritage which deserves protection — a heritage which must be safeguarded,
especially following the accession of most of the Adriatic countries (Croatia, Greece, Italy and



Slovenia) to the European Union (EU) and the forthcoming accession of the others (Albania,
Bosnia-Herzegovina and Montenegro).

Doing so will help preserve the numerous historical and cultural links between the two
Adriatic shores, while the abolition of the old national borders will allow the Adriatic Sea to fully
reveal its unique character and all the shared history, traditions, cultures and relations which have
linked us for thousands of years.

In this spirit of cooperation between peoples, the Centre for Historical Studies in Mestre
offers its support and solidarity to the proposal put forward by the Ministry of Culture of the
Republic of Croatia for the nomination of ‘The Rovinj batana boat building craftsmanship’ for
inscription on the UNESCO Register of Best Safeguarding Practices of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity, confirming the recognition deserved by the ‘Batana Ecomuseum’ and the
entire community of Rovinj.

Mestre (Venice), 5™ March 2014

The President
(Prof. Roberto Stevanato)






I’ Adriatico svelera al meglio la sua specificita e la comunanza di storia, tradizioni, culture e rapporti
che ci hanno legato per millenni.

La possibilita di mettere insieme idee, proposte ed azioni e collaborare per promuovono il comune
passato storico-culturale rispondono appieno ai principi ispiratori della Comunitd Economica
Europea (CEE) prima ¢ dell’UE oggi.

Lo stesso trattato di Maastricht (1993) prevede per I'UE, storicamente orientata verso l'economia € il
commercio, I'avvio di azioni culturali per la salvaguardia, la divulgazione e lo sviluppo della
cultura in Europa; ’UE, infatti, si pone l'obiettivo di evitare che 1 confini nazionali ostacolino lo
sviluppo equilibrato e l'integrazione dei Paesi nel territorio europeo.

E’ con tale spirito che questo Museo appoggia caldamente la proposta formulata dal “Ministero alla
Cultura” della Repubblica di Croazia che intende candidare per la lista dei beni sotto la protezione
dell'Unesco "L'arte della costruzione della batana rovignese", che costituisce un grande
riconoscimento e onore per 'Ecomuseo Batana e per ’intera comunitd di Rovigno e dell’Istria
marittima e che & certamente una pratica ed un’esperienza che noi vogliamo condividere e proporre
a tutti quelli che operano in questo settore..

11 nostro appoggio solidale & ancor piu significativo dal momento che nelle collezioni di questo
Museo, si conserva un esemplare originale di “Batdna istriana” proveniente proprio da Rovigno-
Rovinj, volutamente acquisito nei decenni scorsi per I'importanza etnografico-culturale che tale
imbarcazione rappresenta per il patrimonio della cultura peschereccia adriatica.

Venezia, 1i 12 febbraio 2014.

11 Presidente
(prof. Giampaolo Rallo)

Mus.te.la.Onlus
Sede legale: Via Caneve 63 - 30173 VENEZIA-MESTRE
(Sede espositiva in allestitnento: Lova di Campagna Lupia)
Tel. +39.335.5483107 - fax +39.041.612143
E-mail: museovallivenezia/mvahoo.it



Ecomuseum of the Venice Lagoon
Museo del territorio della Laguna di Venezia — Ecomuseo — Onlus
Giunta Regionale del Veneto
Via Caneve 63 —30173 VENEZIA-MESTRE
Tel. +39.335.5483107 — fax +39.041.612143
E-mail: museovallivenezia@yahoo.it

To: Batana Ecomuseum
Obala- Riva Pino Budicin 2
Rovinj-Rovigno (Croatia)

SUBJECT: Nomination of batana boat building craftsmanship for inscription on the UNESCO
Register of Best Safeguarding Practices of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

The Ecomuseum of the Venice Lagoon (Museo del territorio della Laguna di Venezia — Ecomuseo
Onlus), included in the list of Veneto regional ethnographic museums, is a non-profit private
institution which was granted public recognition with Regional Authority agreements no. 459/1996
and no. 1554 of 3™ September 2013.

The aim of the Museum is to contribute to the promotion, dissemination and preservation of the
cultural heritage of the Veneto Region through the recovery and acquisition of materials, artefacts,
iconographic documents, photographs, publications, manuscripts and any other items related to the
material culture, ergology, ethnography, history and human activities in wetlands, with special
emphasis on the Veneto Estuary and the Upper Adriatic.

The centuries-old historical and environmental relationship between Venice, Istria and the Kvarner
Gulf has forged unique customs and languages.

Since ancient times, the Adriatic Sea has always acted as a bridge and promoted links between its
two shores, making it possible now for us to discover, study and benefit from this grand cultural
heritage. Historic monuments include the basilicas of Zadar, Porec, Gradac, Torcello, Venice (St.
Mark’s), Pomposa and Sant’ Apollinare in Ravenna, as well as most of the historical buildings in the
coastal towns where the infallible Venetian style of urban architecture still survives.

Probably none of this would have been possible without the strong maritime links created in the
Adriatic Sea via the Gulf of Venice.

In the maritime field, there are several examples of tools, methods, artefacts and languages common
to both shores: bragozzo, bragagna, lieuto, brazzera, caorlina, sandolo and battana boats are only
some of the ethnographic items that have been handed down to us, which still exist and are part of
our history.

Most of the Adriatic countries (Croatia, Greece, Italy and Slovenia) are already members of the
European Union (EU) and with the forthcoming accession of the others (Albania, Bosnia-
Herzegovina and Montenegro) the numerous historical and cultural ties between the two Adriatic
shores will become even stronger. Indeed, with the abolition of the old national borders the Adriatic
Sea will fully reveal its unique character and all the shared history, traditions, cultures and relations
which have linked us for thousands of years.



The possibility of sharing ideas, proposals and activities, and of cooperating to promote this
common historical and cultural heritage are in keeping with the fundamental principles of the
former European Economic Community (EEC) as well as of today’s EU.

The Maastricht Treaty itself (1993) provides that the EU, traditionally oriented towards promoting
economic and trade policies, should also implement cultural provisions for the safeguarding,
dissemination and development of culture in Europe, since one of its aims is to prevent national
borders from creating a barrier to the balanced and integrated development of the European
territory.

It is in this spirit that the Ecomuseum of the Venice Lagoon wholeheartedly endorses the proposal
put forward by the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Croatia to nominate ‘The Rovinj batana
boat building craftsmanship’ for inscription on the UNESCO Register of Best Safeguarding
Practices. This nomination is an honour and a great reward for the work of both the Batana
Ecomuseum and the entire Rovinj and maritime Istrian community, and concerns a practice and
experience that we definitely want to share and propose to all those operating in this field.

Our support is further strengthened by the concrete fact that our Museum collection features an
original ‘Istrian batana’ boat from Rovinj, purposely acquired some decades ago in view of the
ethnographical and cultural importance of this type of boat for the fishing cultural heritage in the
Adriatic.

Venice, 12" February 2014

The President
(Prof. Giampaolo Rallo)









Maritime Museum ‘Washington Patrignani’ in Pesaro
Museo della Marineria‘Washington Patrignani’ in Pesaro

To: BATANA ECOMUSEUM
Obala- Riva Pino Budicin 2
Rovinj-Rovigno (Croatia)

Subject: Nomination of batana boat building craftsmanship for
inscription on the UNESCO Register of Best Safeguarding
Practices of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

I hereby wish to express my support for the project on the craftsmanship of traditional shipbuilding
successfully implemented by the “House of Batana Ecomuseum” which, of all the museums in the
Mediterranean area, can be regarded as one of the best examples and one of the most effective
contributions to the safeguarding and enhancement of maritime intangible cultural heritage.

Incidentally, these themes were also included in my syllabus as associate professor of History of the
Mediterranean in the Modern Age at the School of Arts, Humanities and Cultural Heritage of the
University of Bologna, Ravenna Campus, as well as in the courses | have conceived and directed,
since 2007, at the ‘Mediterraneo’ International Summer School and in seminars organized at the
Maritime Museum (Museo della Marineria) in Pesaro where 1 am still working as Scientific

Director.

Far from being a simple ethnographic museum, the ‘Washington Patrignani’ Maritime Museum,
reopened in 2007, aims to promote awareness of the maritime identity of Pesaro and its coastline
through historical research. Seamanship, maritime customs and traditions, not to mention the boats,
which are often studied as mere ‘objects of folklore,” are presented here as ‘subjects of history’.
Consequently, the museum exhibition encompasses not only tools and materials linked to the more
recent past but above all the oral and archival sources which have brought back to the collective
memory the oldest traces of Pesaro’s maritime heritage, which help to understand and interpret the
origins of its maritime traditions and of all the customs which have survived to the present day. The
museum’s educational activities (guided tours, exhibitions, seminars, conferences) contribute to
make the research results easier to understand and more accessible to the general public, also thanks
to initiatives specially designed to motivate the younger generations and introduce them to the
maritime world. The museum is actively involved in international projects for research into and

enhancement of maritime culture, collaborating with Italian and foreign universities, museums and



cultural institutions. Since 2007, it has been a member of the Association of Mediterranean
The Pesaro Maritime Museum and the House of Batana Museum in Rovinj are linked by a fruitful
twinning partnership, resulting from the close ties that Pesaro and Rovinj have maintained since the
late Middle Ages. Since 2009 this has led to joint research programmes and cross-border initiatives
implemented in the framework of EU projects (Neptune 2010; AdriaMuse 2013).

The experience and close collaboration developed over the past few years have made it possible to
effectively exchange ideas and share research topics and methods, and to plan operative strategy for
both museums, with actions aimed at identifying specific types of joint cultural events, some of
which are scheduled or in progress while others have already taken place. Among the latter, special
mention must be made of the “Traditional Adriatic Boats” exhibition simultaneously held in the two
twinned towns in Spring 2013. While the exhibition in Pesaro focused on the origin and evolution
of the traditional fartana and trabaccolo boats (which are related to the birth and development of
local seamanship) its counterpart in Rovinj focused on the typical batana and batiel boats, testifying
to an ancient shipbuilding tradition, to preservation of which the House of Batana Ecomuseum
effectively contributes. This joint work will be continued in 2014 with a similar series of initiatives
to promote traditional fishermen’s songs or canti. These offer an extraordinary opportunity to raise
awareness of the strong historical relationship between the two sides of the Adriatic Sea as part of a
single Adriatic macro-region, highlighting — in spite of local differences — a single cultural identity
that should now be oriented towards a new, improved cohesion in Europe. The next step that both
the ‘Washington Patrignani’ Maritime Museum in Pesaro and the House of Batana Ecomuseum in
Rovinj can envisage is to involve other cultural institutions on both sides of the Adriatic Sea in their
already solid partnerships so as to further consolidate the union of the ‘Community of Seashores’
and its role as a witness of this civilization.

The work carried out by the Batana Ecomuseum to safeguard the ancient craftsmanship of batana
boat building certainly deserves to be welcomed, supported and proposed as a model of good

practice for all those operating in this domain of intangible culture.

Maria Lucia De Nicolo
Bologna University

Scientific Director of the W. Patrignani Maritime Museum in Pesaro

Pesaro, 20" February 2013























