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CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE 
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATES PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION
Fifth session

UNESCO Headquarters, Room XII

2 to 5 June 2014
Item 4.2 of the Provisional Agenda:
Report of the Intergovernmental Committee on the 2012 and 2013 reports of 
States Parties on the implementation of the Convention and 
on the current status of all elements inscribed on the Representative List
	Summary

Article 30.1 of the Convention provides that the Committee submits a report to the General Assembly at each of its sessions concerning the reports by States Parties on the implementation of the Convention for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage. The present document introduces the reports that the Committee adopted during its seventh (document ITH/12/7.COM/6) and eighth (document ITH/13/8.COM/6.a) sessions. The individual reports of the States Parties may also be consulted on the website of the Convention.
Decision required: paragraph 6


1. The 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage provides in Article 30.1 that the Committee submits a report to each session of the General Assembly on the reports of States Parties on the implementation of the Convention and on the current status of all elements inscribed on the Representative List. The present document introduces the Committee’s reports on both the 2012 and 2013 reports of States Parties on the implementation of the Convention. 
2. A detailed overview and summary of the periodic reports, as adopted by the Committee in its Decision 7.COM 6 (for the 2012 reports) and Decision 8.COM 6.a (for the 2013 reports), is included in the two related working documents of the Committee. In order to avoid duplication, readers are invited to consult those reports, as adopted:
	Examination of the reports of States Parties on the implementation of the Convention and on the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
	ITH/12/7.COM/6: English|French
See the 16 reports submitted

	Examination of the reports of States Parties on the implementation of the Convention and on the current status of elements inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
	ITH/13/8.COM/6.a: English|French
See the 10 reports submitted


3. The 2012 and 2013 reporting cycle included the reports submitted by States Parties having ratified the Convention in 2005 and 2006. Out of the 63
 States Parties expected to submit their report for those cycles, 26 submitted complete reports that were examined by the Committee at its seventh and eighth sessions: Belarus, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cambodia, Côte d’Ivoire, Croatia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Madagascar, Mali, Mexico, Mongolia, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Peru, Republic of Korea, Senegal, Seychelles, Syrian Arab Republic, Turkey and Viet Nam. Those 26 submitting States accounted for a total of 78 elements inscribed on the Representative List and 8 on the Urgent Safeguarding List, as well as 3 Best Safeguarding Practices.
4. Out of the remaining 37 States Parties that should have submitted their periodic report so far, the following 16 States submitted an initial report in 2012 but decided to take additional time to revise it and submit their final report: Albania, Armenia, Burkina Faso, Brazil, Cyprus, Dominican Republic, France, Guatemala, India, Kyrgyzstan, Luxembourg, Morocco, Romania, Spain, United Arab Emirates and Zimbabwe. Their reports will be examined in a following cycle together with those from Argentina and Estonia that submitted their reports in 2013 but too late for treatment in that cycle, and those from Burundi, Honduras and Slovakia that were expected in 2012 but were submitted only in December 2013.
5. Sixteen States Parties have not yet submitted reports: Panama (2011 cycle); Bhutan, Dominica and Iceland (2012 cycle); the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Islamic Republic of Iran, Jordan, Mauritania, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Philippines, Plurinational State of Bolivia, Republic of Moldova, Sao Tome and Principe, Tunisia and Zambia (2013 cycle).
6. The General Assembly may wish to adopt the following resolution:

DRAFT RESOLUTION 5.GA 4.2
The General Assembly,
1. Having examined document ITH/14/5.GA/4.2,
2. Recalling Article 30 of the Convention,
3. Further recalling documents ITH/12/7.COM/6 and ITH/13/8.COM/6.a,
4. Taking note of Decisions 7.COM 6, 8.COM 5.c.1 and 8.COM 6.a,
5. Welcomes the reports of the Committee on the 2012 and 2013 reports of States Parties on the implementation of the Convention and on the current status of all elements inscribed on the Representative List and thanks the Committee for its effective work;
6. Requests the Director-General to bring these reports to the attention of the General Conference of UNESCO, in conformity with Article 30, paragraph 2 of the Convention;
7. Commends the States Parties that submitted periodic reports for the 2012 and 2013 reporting cycles and invites those that are revising their reports to submit them without  delay;
8. Notes with concern that many States Parties did not submit their expected reports and encourages those States to respect this statutory obligation and to duly submit them at the earliest opportunity;
9. Further welcomes the Committee’s decision to revise periodic reporting forms to include specific questions on policy, legislation and gender and to ensure that the reports focus on results and activities (Decision 8.COM 5.c.1);
10. Endorses the Committee’s decision to encourage States Parties to complement the data gathered on the implementation of the Convention through Periodic Reports submitted by States Parties including information provided by relevant non-governmental organizations (Decision 8.COM 5.c.1).
�.	Including two States that were to have submitted their reports in 2010 to be examined during the 2011 reporting cycle (Gabon and Panama).






