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Promoting Living Heritage in Mediterranean Countries

Safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage of four Mediterranean countries is at the core of the “Mediterranean Living Heritage” Project (MEDLIHER). From 28 to 30 November, in Cairo's Semiramis Intercontinental Hotel, partners will assess first results and select national and multinational activities for 2011.

"The Al-Sirah Al-Hilaliyyah Epic" in Egypt and the "The Cultural Space of the Bedu in Petra and Wadi Rum" in Jordan are vibrant examples of elements inscribed in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. This living heritage encompasses, among others, oral traditions, performing arts, festivals and crafts, i.e. cultural expressions and practices that are continuously renewed and transmitted from generation to generation within communities. Such fragile heritage, which is a primary source of cultural diversity and creativity and a basis of these communities’ identity, has gained international recognition and protection under the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

MEDLIHER aims at reinforcing the capacities in Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria to implement the UNESCO 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. UNESCO launched the MEDLIHER project in 2009, with the participation of the French Association, la “Maison des Cultures du Monde”. The European Union's Euromed Heritage IV Programme co-funds the project. MEDLIHER also intends to improve regional cooperation and exchange of skills and experiences, by establishing a network of institutions and developing a database. 

MEDLIHER is divided into three phrases to accommodate the needs of each partner States. The National assessments of existing programmes, experiences and structures are used first to establish a regional cooperation network and a database, and subsequently to implement targeted safeguarding projects, adapted to the situation of each country and involving civil society. After the first phase devoted to national assessment on the state of safeguarding intangible cultural heritage, this Phase II regional meeting will gather Egyptian, Jordanian, Lebanese and Syrian representatives to draw conclusions and to select targeted national and multinational projects for the third phase, in 2011. The MEDLIHER database will also be presented.

For more information:

· MEDLIHER: www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/medliher
· Euromed Heritage Programme: www.euromedheritage.net/

· UNESCO, Intangible Cultural Heritage : www.unesco.org/culture/ich
· Contact: Gehanne Abdel-Malek, g.abdel-malek@unesco.org, +20 2 7943036
