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Promoting Living Heritage in Mediterranean Countries

Inventorying the Intangible Cultural Heritage in four Mediterranean countries, a core component of the MEDLIHER project “Mediterranean Living Heritage”, was highlighted as a priority. From 28 to 30 November, MEDLIHER partners have assessed the first results of the project and have selected activities for 2011.
On Sunday 28 November, Ms Nataliya Apostolova, Deputy Head of Delegation of the European Union in Egypt, has opened the MEDLIHER phase II regional meeting, with the attendance of Mr Mohammed Safwat Salem, Secretary-General of the Egyptian National Commission for UNESCO and of Ms Cécile Duvelle, Chief of the UNESCO section of Intangible Cultural heritage.

The Phase II regional meeting has gathered representatives from Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria with the cooperation of Maison des Cultures du Monde to draw conclusions on the national assessment of existing programmes, experiences and structures in the field of safeguarding Intangible cultural heritage. 

It was crucial to establish working groups to draft the outline of those projects which will be implemented during the third phase of MEDLIHER, in 2011. All partners having recognized the importance of safeguarding and raising awareness on Intangible cultural heritage at regional level have consented to set the inventory making a key concern. 
The discussion has led to the selection of projects targeted to the needs of each State. The five projects are: 

· Egypt: “Inventory of the Nile River Intangible cultural heritage”.

· Jordan: “Launching inventory of ICH at the national level”. 

· Lebanon: “Launching inventory of ICH, with focus on Oral tradition (Zajal tradition)”.

· Syria: “Launching inventory of ICH at the national level, with a focus on performing arts”.

· Regional project (including all partners): “Documentary film of the regional ICH”.
In concluding, all partners have also agreed to start the elaboration of nomination files to the Lists of the Convention. 

For more information:

· MEDLIHER: www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/medliher
· Euromed Heritage Programme: www.euromedheritage.net/

· UNESCO, Intangible Cultural Heritage : www.unesco.org/culture/ich
