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Salutations.

The Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage relates to concern about the gradual erosion of humanism in the world in recent decades. While the world is interested in the pursuit of goals which have no regard for the human person and the environment in which he lives, the human experience of the past gradually disappears and the environment in which he developed this experience is destroyed forever. The projected landscape is one of populations devoid of human experience and a desolate environment. 

For many decades now, the world has realized that while there s a need for development in some areas such as in the sciences, at the same time man and woman must never lose sight of the fact that he and she remains human and that a great part of this humanity is the collective experience, much of which has been developed over many centuries and even millennia. That collective experience, which is commonly called culture, was important in the past and is important for the future it man and woman are to maintain their humanity. 
Individual states and territories have developed their own ways and means to address the decline of humanism and the degradation of its environment. However, as much as individual states and territories would like to deal with these issues on their own, more and more it is being realized that these are matters which can only be adequately dealt with at the international level. International organizations such as the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) then become important.        

At the international level, the 2003 UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage is couched in that body of agreements such as the 1948 Universal Declaration on Human Rights; the 1966 International Covenant on Social, Economic and Cultural Rights; and the 2007 UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People. More specifically in relation to the protection and safeguarding of culture, the 2003 Convention is one three UNESCO Conventions which are recognized as pillars. The other two are the World Heritage Convention of 1972 and the Convention for the Protection and Promotion of Cultural Diversity of 2005
At the national level the Convention relates to the National Cultural Property and Preservation Act 1976, the National Museum and Art Gallery Act 1992 National Cultural Commission Act 1994, and other related legislations. 
In the above context, Papua New Guinea’s endeavor to ratify the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Heritage is thinking at the global level and acting locally. Ratification of the Convention will reaffirm our commitment on global concerns about the demise of humanism, while locally it will support our efforts to safeguard our intangible cultural heritage from further erosion and destruction. 
Let me thank the Minister for Culture and Tourism, Hon. Charles Abel for making the time available to be with us here today, the Chairman of NATCOM and Secretary for Education, Dr. Joseph Pagelio for his presence. A special thank you Mr. Fernando Brugman who has come all the way from Paris and Mr. Mali Voi who has come from Apia, Samoa.     

