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Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

Comments on the criteria for INSCRIPTION
ECUADOR
URGENT SAFEGUARDING LIST 

Criterion 2

· Develop more precisely the concept of risk that can include environmental conflicts, natural disasters, socioeconomic conflicts, forced displacement, the effects of globalization, and the infringement of collective rights.

· Incorporate the concept of vulnerability, understood as the capacity of a social response to face the risks inherent to ICH (risk of exposure to crises and convulsions, risk because of the lack of capacity to face them, and the risk of suffering serious consequences because of them and a slow or limited recovery (Bohle et al., 1994:30)). 

· Expand the concept of ‘viability’ and ‘survival’, indicating the power of the State regarding intervention in case of emergency on local interests, individual and/or private. 

REPRESENTATIVE LIST

Criterion 2: 

· Consider whether the condition ‘make known the cultural heritage’ [as given in the Spanish translation of the Operational Directives] is actually a prerequisite for inclusion in the Representative List. If it becomes an obstacle, it should be removed. 
· The term ‘make known (dar a conocer)’, as established in the Spanish version, is different from the term ‘ensure visibility’ as it is written in English and French, leading to different interpretations of the meaning of the criterion. We could consider the revision of criterion R2 in line with the contributions of multiple representations in the sense that visibility is rather a ‘consequence’ of inscription and not a ‘condition’ for it. 
· It is suggested that mechanisms and indicators be developed and refined to determine visibility and awareness as processes or effects post-registration.
