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look forward to collaborating closely with the Intangible Cultural Heritage Section to organize
the meeting.

Thank you in advance for bringing this proposal to its attention, and please let me know if
any additional information is required from the Vietnam National Institute of Culture and Arts
Studies.

Francesco Bandarin

Assistant Director-General for Culture
UNESCO

7, place de Fontenoy

75352 Paris 07

France

cc. Ms. Cécile Duvelle, Secretary of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage
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CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE 
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE
SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
Eighth session

Baku, Azerbaijan
2 to 7 December 2013
Item 12 of the Provisional Agenda:

Voluntary supplementary contributions to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund
	Summary

In accordance with Article 25.5 of the Convention, the Committee may accept contributions to the Fund for specific purposes relating to specific projects, provided that those projects have been approved by the Committee. The present document reports on such contributions since the Committee’s seventh session and presents an offer by Brazil to support a capacity-building programme benefitting Paraguay and an offer by Viet Nam to support an expert meeting on intangible cultural heritage and climate change.
Decision required: paragraph 13


1. Chapter VI of the Convention concerning the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund states that States may wish to provide voluntary supplementary contributions (Article 27) in addition to their assessed contributions as defined in Article 26. Article 25.5 also provides for the possibility that such contributions be made in favour of specific projects, ‘provided that those projects have been approved by the Committee’.

2. In its decision 7.COM 20.1, the Committee took note that States had not only made such contributions but had made use of different forms of support, financial and in-kind, to the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage and requested the Secretariat to report at each session of the Committee on the receipt of such contributions since its previous session. Accordingly, the list of voluntary supplementary contributions to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund and other support received since the Committee’s seventh session can be found in Annex III of the present document.
3. In 2010, when approving the first voluntary supplementary contribution of this kind offered by Norway, the Committee invited other States Parties ‘to consider the possibility of supporting the global capacity-building strategy by offering similar voluntary supplementary contributions to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund’ (Decision 5.COM 17). Responding to that call, the Netherlands, Norway again and Spain made voluntary supplementary contributions for similar purposes (Decision 7.COM 19), totalling of US$2.9 million
.
4. Resolution 4.GA 8 invited States Parties and any other donor to support the creation of a photography exhibition on the intangible cultural heritage and its contribution to sustainable development to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage by means of an earmarked contribution to the Fund. In response, Monaco made a voluntary contribution of 10,000 euros; an additional contribution of 10,000 euros for that same purpose was recently received from the Turkish National Commission for UNESCO
.

5. Since the last session of the Committee in December 2012, the sub-fund of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund received a single contribution from Japan constituting the unspent balance of its earlier earmarked contribution to support the organization of the Open ended intergovernmental working group on the ‘right’ scale or scope of an element (Paris, 22 and 23 October 2012), in response to Decision 6.COM 15.
6. At its present session, the Committee is called upon to approve Brazil’s offer to support a two-year programme for strengthening national capacities for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in Paraguay, as set out in its letter of intent presented in Annex I of the present document.
7. UNESCO’s global strategy for strengthening national capacities for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage aims at providing a diverse complement of interventions over the course of two to three years – designed according to each beneficiary State’s need – to strengthen and solidify its human and institutional safeguarding capacities and to integrate the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage into cultural policies as well as development policies more broadly. The effective implementation of the global capacity-building strategy is possible only through the coordination of extrabudgetary resources from several sources, which include mainly voluntary contributions in cash or in kind of Member States, and the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund, in particular through its budget line ‘other functions of the Committee’. Earmarked contributions to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund such as the one offered by Brazil are particularly suited to the spirit of the capacity-building strategy because they allow effective use of resources beginning from a careful needs assessment and consultation with national counterparts and leading seamlessly to project implementation. 

8. The selection of the beneficiary country is the result of consultations undertaken between the Instituto de Patrimônio Histórico e Artístico Nacional (IPHAN) of the Brazilian Ministry of Culture, the Brazilian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and UNESCO. Paraguay has recently been associated to a capacity-building programme supported by the UNESCO/Japan Funds-In-Trust for Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage; that project, which focussed primarily in Argentina, will be completed by the end of 2013. Paraguay’s participation in project activities (mainly training sessions on the Convention and its implementation at the national level) was relatively small in terms of number of participants and the generous offer of Brazil creates the opportunity to consolidate those results and increase the reach to a larger number of relevant Paraguayan institutions and community associations.
9. The Committee may wish to encourage other donors to consider supporting the 2003 Convention and in particular its global capacity-building strategy through similar earmarked voluntary contributions to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund. This funding modality allows the Committee to better coordinate international cooperation as described in Article 19 of the Convention, while permitting the Secretariat to match needs and resources responsively and deliver services effectively; it also provides high visibility to the donor. In keeping with the Organization’s principle of results-based management, the Secretariat is responsible to the General Assembly – and through it, to the donors – for achieving concrete results in accordance with the specific purposes agreed between the donors and the Committee.
10. The Committee is also asked at the present session to approve Viet Nam’s offer to support a category VI expert meeting on the relations between intangible cultural heritage and climate change, as set out in its letter of intent presented in Annex II of the present document.
11. Climate change is a matter of global concern, not only to countries such as Viet Nam that are among those most threatened by anticipated rises in ocean levels or by other environmental disruptions. Mitigation of its effects and adaptation to its challenges are central to sustainable development. Vietnamese institutions have already been investigating the relations between built and moveable heritage and climate change, and the proposed expert meeting offers an opportunity to highlight the fundamental importance of intangible cultural heritage. As explained in the letter of intent, ‘it is traditional communities with their exhaustive knowledge about their landscapes and their existing systems of natural resource allocation and dispute resolution that are particularly important in seeking to identify or devise simple and effective adaptive strategies to such [climate] changes or variability.’
12. If the Committee were to approve the offer of Viet Nam, UNESCO would organize a category VI expert meeting on this topic, with approximately 18 participants from around the world. The Intangible Cultural Heritage Section would work closely with the Vietnam National Institute of Culture and Arts Studies, the provincial authorities of Nghệ An and Hà Tĩnh and the UNESCO Office in Hanoi in the organization of such a meeting. As set out in the letter of intent, the Vietnamese authorities will provide a voluntary supplementary contribution in the amount of US$48,469 to support the programmatic preparation and follow-up of the meeting and will cover the international and domestic travel of meeting participants and the costs of their lodging and meals in Vinh city, as well as the costs of the meeting itself. 
13. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
DRAFT DECISION 8.COM 12
The Committee,

1. Having examined Document ITH/13/8.COM/12,

2. Recalling Article 25.5 of the Convention and Chapter II of the Operational Directives,

3. Commends Brazil for its generous offer of a voluntary supplementary contribution to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund to support a capacity-building programme benefitting Paraguay;

4. Accepts with gratitude the generous contribution of Brazil, approves the specific capacity-building programme proposed in that document and requests the Secretariat to move forward with its implementation;
5. Recognizes the significant and diverse needs in many countries to strengthen their capacities for implementation of the Convention at both the national and international levels;

6. Further commends Viet Nam for its generous offer of a voluntary supplementary contribution to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund to support an expert meeting on intangible cultural heritage and climate change;
7. Accepts with gratitude the generous contribution of Viet Nam, approves the expert meeting proposed in that document and requests the Secretariat to move forward with its implementation;
8. Takes note that States have made use of different forms of support, financial or in-kind, such as earmarked or unrestricted supplementary voluntary contributions to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund or the sub-fund for enhancing the human capacities of the Secretariat, Funds-in-Trust, appropriations to the Regular Programme or loaned personnel;

9. Thanks all the contributors that have supported the Convention and its Secretariat, since its last session, namely Azerbaijan, China, Italy, Japan, Monaco, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Turkey and the United Arab Emirates;

10. Encourages other States to consider the possibility of supporting the Convention through the modality of their choice.
Annex I
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No. 104/2013

Ms. Cécile Duvelle

Secretary, Convention for the

Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
Chief, Intangible Cultural Heritage Section
UNESCO

Paris, 21 October 2013

Madam Secretary,

Brazil attaches great importance to UNESCO’s work in assisting the
development of institutional and human capacities at the national level. In the field of the
safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, I would like to express my country’s
deep satisfaction with the global capacity-building strategy conducted by the
Organization as a means to assist States Parties in taking full advantage of the 2003
Convention.

On the occasion of the celebration of the 10th anniversary of this Convention, I
have the pleasure to inform you that Brazil’s National Historic and Artistic Heritage
Institute — IPHAN has indicated its wish to provide an earmarked extra-budgetary
contribution in support to the Convention’s global capacity-building strategy in the Latin
American and Catibbean region. Recalling the Intergovernmental Committee’s Decision
7.COM 19, which invited States Parties “to consider the possibility of supporting the
global capacity-building strategy either by offering similar voluntary supplementary
contributions to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund, or through Funds-in-Trust
arrangements”, IPHAN is proposing a supplementary contribution to the Fund in an
amount of USD 200,000.00 (two hundred thousand dollars) to be used for strengthening
the capacities of Paraguay for implementing the 2003 Convention through a 24-month
project.

Should this contribution be favourably received by the Intergovernmental
Committee at its next session, it is my understanding that the Secretariat will proceed to
the elaboration of a concrete work plan for this activity at the earliest possible
opportunity in close collaboration with the authorities in Paraguay. IPHAN hopes that
this voluntary contribution will produce concrete outcome to the beneficiary.
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Kindly find enclosed the original letter from Mr Jurema Machado, chairperson of
IPHAN, manifesting the Institute’s intention to provide the above contribution.

While looking forward to the Committee’s favourable approval in December, I
avail myself of this opportunity to renew the assurances of my distinguished
consideration.

—

MARIA LAURA DA ROCHA
Ambassador,
Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

cc. Permant Delegation of Paraguay
UNESCO

Enclosures: 01
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Oficio n°95§ /2013/PRESI/IPHAN
Brasilia, 11 de outubro de 2013.

A Sua Exceléncia a Embaixadora

MARIA LAURA DA ROCHA

Delegada Permanente do Brasil junto 8 UNESCO
1, Rue Miollis - 75732 Paris, FRANCA

Assunto: Manifestagdo oficial do Governo “brasileiro junto a Dire¢do-Geral da
UNESCO em favor da realizagdo de contribuicdo extraordindria ao Fundo do
Patrimonio Cultural Imaterial — FCPI, da UNESCO.

Senhora Embaixadora,

1. O Brasil, como Estado-Parte da Convengdo da Salvaguarda do
Patriménio Cultural Imaterial (2003), em comemoracdo aos 10 anos dessa Convencao,
tem buscado manter um3 presenca atuante no campo das politicas publicas relacionadas
a essa matéria, seja na sua esfera de atuac¢io nacional, seja no campo da cooperacao
internacional, especialmente a cooperagao Sul-Sul.

2, Por esta razdo, este Instituto se propde a dar uma contribuicdo
extraordindria ao Fundo da Salvaguarda do Patrimdnio Cultural Imaterial, da UNESCO,
para além da prevista no art. 26 da Convencio (2003), a fim de apoiar no Programa
“Global Strategy for strengthening national capacities for ICH”, reforcando as
capacidades na formulacdo e implementagdo de politicas piblicas nesse admbito em
paises em desenvolvimento.

3. Este Instituto considera oportuna a iniciativa que vem sendo empreendida
pela Secdo de PatrimOnio Imaterial da UNESCO ao promover e incentivar o
fortalecimento de capacidades em paises que necessitem impulsionar iniciativas que
possibilitem estruturar e consolidar politicas de salvaguarda efetiva e substancial do
patrimOnio cultural imaterial presente em seus territorios.

SEPS Quadra 713/913, Bloco D — 5° andar
Brasilia - DF — Cep: 70390-135  Tel: + 55 (61) 2024-5500/ 5502
Fax: + 55 (61) 2024-5514  E-mail: gabinete@iphan.gov.br
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[image: image4.jpg]4. No marco dessa estratégia, diante das interagdes que o IPHAN tem
mantido no campo da cooperagdo regional, seja na sua participagdo ativa tanto no seio
do Centro Regional para a Salvaguarda do Patriménio Cultural Imaterial da América
Latina — Crespial, como no ambito da Comissio de Patrimdnio Cultural do
MERCOSUL - CPC, e considerando consultas realizadas ao Itamaraty, bem como ao
Escritério da UNESCO no Brasil, este Instituto propde que esta contribuicdo se destine
ao fortalecimento das capacidades do Paraguai para por em pratica a Convengéo para a
Salvaguarda do Patrimdnio Cultural e Imaterial, por meio de um projeto a ser
empreendido em 24 meses no valor de US$ 200.000,00 (duzentos mil doélares
americanos). '
L)

5. Caso essa proposta seja aceita pelo Comité Intergovernamental da
Convencdo (2003), considero que o projeto a ser empreendido resulte de entendimentos
que venham a ser realizados entre o Secretariado dessa Convencdo e as autoridades
paraguaias, de modo a responder as prioridades que venham a s€ér elencadas em
articulagdo com as instincias governamentais competentes daquele pais.

6. Ressalto que, ainda que o Diretor-Geral da UNESCO venha a informar
anualmente na Assembleia Geral dos Estados Parte sobre o uso dos fundos que
gerencia, este Instituto muito agradecerd que o mantenha informado de modo regular
sobre o desenvolvimento e execucio do referido projeto, no marco das comissdes mistas
entre o Brasil e a UNESCO ou mediante a instalagdio de mecanismos simples de
monitoramento e comunicacdo como reunides‘de acompanhamento tripartite, a serem
definidas oportunamente.

7. Diante do exposto, venho solicitar a Vossa Exceléncia que, em nome do
Governo brasileiro, possa apresentar essa manifestacdo oficial a Direcdo-Geral da
UNESCO, a fim de que venha a produzir os desdobramentos correspondentes.

8. Aproveito desde ja para agradecer pela atengio dispensada e reiterar os
meus mais sinceros votos de elevada estima e consideraco.

f
Respeitosamente,

JUREMA MACHADO
Presidente

SEPS Quadra 713/913, Bloco D - 5° andar
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translation from the secretariat
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Ministry of Culture
Instituto do Patrimônio Histórico e Artístico Nacional

[National Institute of Historic and Artistic Heritage]
Presidency

Official Letter no.958/2013/PRESI/IPHAN

Brasília, 11th October 2013

Her Excellency the Ambassador

MARIA LAURA DA ROCHA

Permanent Delegate of Brazil to UNESCO 

1, Rue Miollis - 75732 Paris, FRANCE

Subject: Official communication from the Brazilian Government to the Directorate-General of UNESCO in favour of the payment of an extraordinary contribution to UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund.

Dear Ambassador,

1. Brazil, as a State Party to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003), and in celebration of the 10 years of that Convention, has sought to maintain an active presence in the field of public policies relating to that subject, both in its national sphere of intervention and in the area of international cooperation, especially with regard to South-South cooperation.

2. For this reason, this Institute proposes to make an extraordinary contribution to UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage Safeguard Fund, in addition to the one set forth in art. 26 of the Convention (2003), with a view to supporting the “Global Strategy for strengthening national capacities for ICH” Programme, reinforcing the capacities of developing countries to elaborate and implement public policies in those areas.

3. This Institute considers timely the initiative undertaken by the UNESCO’s Intangible Heritage Section to promote and encourage the strengthening of capacities in countries that need to boost initiatives allowing the structuring and consolidation of policies for safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage of their territories effectively and substantially.

4. As part of that strategy, and given the interactions of IPHAN in terms of regional cooperation – both in its active participation in the Regional Centre for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Latin America (CRESPIAL) and in the scope of the Cultural Heritage Committee of MERCOSUL (CPC) – and considering the queries made to Itamaraty and to UNESCO’s Brazilian Office, this Institute proposes that such contribution be applied to the strengthening of the capacities of Paraguay to enforce the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible and Cultural Heritage through a project to be implemented over 24 months and worth US$200,000.00 (two hundred thousand US dollars).

5. Should this proposal be accepted by the Convention’s (2003) Intergovernmental Committee, I believe that the project to be implemented must result from agreements between the Secretary of that Convention and the Paraguayan authorities, so as to meet the priorities that would be listed within the relevant government bodies of that country.

6. I would also like to point out that, even though the UNESCO’s Director General informs us each year at the General Conference of the State Parties about the use of the funds he manages, this Institute would greatly appreciate if it was regularly kept informed on the development and implementation of said project, as part of the joint committees between Brazil and UNESCO or by means of the creation of simple monitoring and communication mechanisms, such as tripartite follow-up meetings, to be defined at an appropriate time.

7. In light of the above, I hereby request that Your Excellency present this official communication to UNESCO’s Directorate-General on behalf of the Brazilian Government, so that he may take the corresponding measures.

8. I take this opportunity to thank you in advance for your attention to this matter and to express, once more, my most sincere regards and consideration.

Respectfully,
JUREMA MACHADO
Chairperson

Annex II
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32 Hao Nam Street, Dong Da District, Hanoi, Vietnam

Tel: (84-4) 35116460; Fax: (84-4) 38516 415

Website: http://www.vicas.org.vn; Email: vnevhnt@fpt.vn

Hanoi, November 20, 2013
Dear Mr. Bandarin,

As a State Party to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage,
Viet Nam proposes to provide a voluntary supplementary contribution to the Intangible
Cultural Heritage Fund in addition to that foreseen under Article 26 of the Convention.

The Vietnam National Institute of Culture and Arts Studies and the People’s Committees of
the two provinces of Nghé An and Ha Tinh take note that the worldwide impact of climate
change is deep and wide. It has lasting influences on ecosystems and carrying capacities,
resource availability, livelihoods, food security and biodiversity. Viet Nam and many other
countries agree that adaptation to such changes will have to be accelerated to address the
urgent challenges. Amongst all actors, it is traditional communities with their exhaustive
knowledge about their landscapes and their existing systems of natural resource allocation
and dispute resolution that are particularly important in seeking to identify or devise simple
and effective adaptive strategies to such changes or variability.

The Vietnam National Institute of Culture and Arts Studies and the People’s Committees of
the two provinces of Nghé An and Ha Tinh believe that the relation between cultural heritage
and climate change is a topic of great importance and timeliness. That relation has been the
subject of several recent meetings and research projects by Vietnamese scientists. For
instance, a meeting in June 2012, co-organized by the Vietnam National Institute of Culture
and Arts Studies and the Vietnam Museum of Ethnology, focussed on protecting cultural
heritage in the Mekong and Ganga River valleys against the impacts of climate change.

The June 2012 meeting concerned in particular tangible heritage and museum collections,
and in our view it is time to give similar attention to the question of intangible cultural
heritage and climate change. To that end, we have been discussing with the Intangible
Cultural Heritage Section the possible organization of a UNESCO category VI expert
meeting on intangible cultural heritage and climate change during the first half of 2014 in the
city of Vinh, the administrative seat of Nghé An province, Viet Nam.

The Vietnam National Institute of Culture and Arts Studies and the People’s Committees of
the two provinces of Nghé An and Ha Tinh therefore requests that you bring a proposal for a
voluntary supplementary contribution to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund to the attention
of the Committee, in conformity with Article 25.5 of the Convention. The Vietnam National
Institute of Culture and Arts Studies and the People’s committees of the two provinces of
Nghé An va Ha Tinh propose to provide a voluntary supplementary contribution in the
amount of US$48,469 (forty eight thousand four hundred sixty nine dollars) to support the
programmatic preparation and follow-up of the meeting. In addition, The Vietnam National
Institute of Culture and Arts Studies and the People’s committees of the two provinces of
Nghé An va Ha Tinh will cover the international and domestic travel of meeting participants
and the costs of their lodging and meals in Vinh city, as well as the costs of the meeting
itself.

It is my understanding that the contribution will be credited to the®Special Account for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage and governed by its Financial Regulations,
as adopted by the Committee at its first extraordinary session in May 2007.

Should this contribution be received favourably by the Intergovernmental Committee for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage when it meets in December 2013, we will
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Annex III

Contributions in support of the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage since the seventh session of the Committee

	Voluntary supplementary contributions to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund


Earmarked for capacity-building programmes
	Netherlands
	US$324,675

	Norway
	US$869,263

	Spain
	US$167,336


Earmarked for 10th anniversary exhibition

	Monaco
	US$12,255

	Turkey
	US$13,569


Sub-fund for enhancing the human capacities of the Secretariat 

	Japan
	US$20,458


Additional appropriations to the Regular Programme 

Effective implementation of statutory meetings

	Azerbaijan
	US$300,000

	Spain
	US$168,538

	United Arab Emirates
	US$125,038


Chengdu International Conference on Intangible Cultural Heritage
in Celebration of the Tenth Anniversary of UNESCO’s Convention
for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

	China
	US$70,000


Funds-in-Trust

	Japan
	US$1,022,810



Associate Experts, Loans and Secondments

	Azerbaijan
	12 months at P2 level

	Italy
	6 months at P2 level

	Spain
	18 months at P2 level


�.	The state of expenditures of such earmarked contributions as at 30 September 2013 can be consulted in Annex IV of document ITH/13/8.COM/11.


�.	The contribution was made in October 2013 and is therefore not reflected in the Financial Report as at 30 September 2013 in document ITH/13/8.COM/11.


�.	Received in 2013, including the secondment of a Japanese expert for 18 months at P3 level.






