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MODIFICATIONS TO WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTIES  

 

 

 
MINOR MODIFICATIONS TO THE BOUNDARIES OF WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTIES  
 
Boundary modifications should serve better identification of World Heritage properties and enhance 
protection of their Outstanding Universal Value. 
 
A proposal for a minor boundary modification, submitted by the State Party concerned, is subject to 
the review of the relevant Advisory Body(ies) and to the approval of the World Heritage Committee. 
 
A proposal for a minor boundary modification can be approved, not approved, or referred by the 
World Heritage Committee. 
 
Documentation requested 
 
1) Area of the property (in hectares): please indicate a) the area of the property as inscribed and b) 

the area of the property as proposed to be modified (or the area of the proposed buffer zone). 
(Note that reductions can be considered as minor modifications only under exceptional 
circumstances). 
 

2) Description of the modification: please provide a written description of the proposed change to 
the boundary of the property (or a written description of the proposed buffer zone). 

 
3) Justification for the modification: please provide a brief summary of the reasons why the 

boundaries of the property should be modified (or why a buffer zone is needed), with particular 
emphasis on how such modification will improve the conservation and/or protection of the 
property. 

 
4) Contribution to the maintenance of the Outstanding Universal Value: please indicate how the 

proposed change (or the proposed buffer zone) will contribute to the maintenance of the 
Outstanding Universal Value of the property. 
 

5) Implications for legal protection: please indicate the implications of the proposed change for the 
legal protection of the property. In the case of a proposed addition, or of the creation of a buffer 
zone, please provide information on the legal protection in place for the area to be added and a 
copy of relevant laws and regulations. 

 
6) Implications for management arrangements: please indicate the implications of the proposed 

change for the management arrangements of the property. In the case of a proposed addition, or of 
the creation of a buffer zone, please provide information on the management arrangements in 
place for the area to be added. 

 
7) Maps: please submit two maps, one clearly showing both delimitations of the property (original 

and proposed revision) and the other showing only the proposed revision. In the case of the 
creation of a buffer zone, please submit a map showing both the inscribed property and the 
proposed buffer zone.  

 
Please make sure that the maps: 
 
- are either topographic or cadastral; 
- are presented at a scale which is appropriate to the size in hectares of the property and sufficient 
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to clearly show the detail of the current boundary and the proposed changes (and, in any case, 
the largest available and practical scale);     

- have the title and the legend/key in English or French (if this is not possible, please attach a 
translation); 

- mark the boundaries of the property (current and proposed revision) through a clearly visible 
line that can be distinguished from other features on the maps; 

- bear a clearly labeled coordinate grid (or coordinate ticks); 
- clearly refer (in the title and in the legend) to the boundary of the World Heritage property (and 

to the buffer zone of the World Heritage property, if applicable). Please clearly distinguish the 
boundary of the World Heritage property from any other protected area boundaries. 

 
8) Additional information: In the case of a proposed addition, please submit some photographs of 

the area to be added that provide information on its key values and conditions of 
authenticity/integrity. 

 
Any other relevant document can be submitted such as thematic maps (e.g. vegetation maps), 
summaries of scientific information concerning the values of the area to be added (e.g. species lists), 
and supporting bibliographies. 
 
The above-mentioned documentation should be submitted in English or French in two identical copies 
(three for mixed properties). An electronic version (the maps in formats such as .jpg, .tif, .pdf) should 
also be submitted. 
 
Deadline 
 
1 February23 of the year in which the approval of the Committee is requested. 
 
 

                                                 
23 If 1 February falls on a weekend, the nomination must be received by 17h00 GMT the preceding Friday 
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