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:he wor d ' J atra' derives from the reo~ word : t ~eans it ~ as a 
re.=-a.tioG \·Ji~ h th e t err.->. 'go ' or ':eave '. F .. t first i-: '.·Jas a fes t i":.ra l . ~he 

arra r:gement o: going t o hol y p l ace/ pi l gr i :ll.a ge v1as c al l ed as Jatra . ~he 

definiti on o f Jatra and its origin has been not ed from the author of Bangla 
dictior:a ry Nagendro Bas u (1866- 1 938 ). He said ' From the ancient time with 
::f:e r.e l p o : mu sical instrurner:ts ma: e and fema l e o: 't!el: - dre ssed a:1d 
d i :ferent outloo k st age d open a ir opera by enacting the l i f e and a ctivi::ies 
0 f Sr i Krisna all over Indian subcon':i::e:1t. :::Jevoted Hindus arra:~ged ;:::-:,e 
fes t ive t0 the rememberace of miracu lous e vent s of God Shiva and ::::::_s 
performance was ca lled as rea l o r a ctua l J atra .' Some referred it a s 
p:easure play and s ome cal led it as Jat r a. Nagendro Basu called it J atra . 
It '.-Jas originated in 1l' n c entury. The :eve of Radha Krisna took the for r:o, 
of p l ay in Joydev' s 'Gi tagobindo' . Expe r ts have d iffe rent viev1s about t h e 
form of Gitagobindo. But from Dr. Niharanjon Chattopadhyay's r esearch ~t is 
:=ound that 'Srikri s hnaL i la' which was written in t he e nd of 14 r ~ century or 
in the b eginning of 15' ~ century also followed t he t ype of Gitagobindo . 

I n U:e middle o: 15'': century to 16:c. century Sri Chaitanya Ha~aprabhu 
(1 486-15 33) has Kept huge con tribution ir. the culture-l iterature and socia l 
a spects. Some denied to de f ine i t as Jatra rather re:erred it as Lyr i ca : 
bal lad . But the combi:1a t i o n of lyrics , act i ng and d ancing •..-Jas Catra i n 
sense. In t h e play 'Chaitanyadadayam' poet Karr.apu r Pa ramanondo Sen's it is 
found the acting of Sri Chaitanya Dev a t Chandros h e ka r ' s h ome . 
Tt:e legendar y ma ker of Jat r a Brojendro Kumar Dey said ttat Jatra star t e d 
b efore t he b irt h of Sri Cha ita r. ya. San jib Chandrc Chattapadaya, editor o f 
'Bangodorshon' told 'jat ra b eings b efore the bi rth and ends after the dea th 
c : Ra j a R.ammohar. Roy.'' In the stud y o: Sr i Chaitanya' s life, Mar. tha t R.oy 
sa i d that Sri Chaitanya Dev a cted in Krisna Jatra in the f i r st aecade o f 
1 6"~ century a:1d this was the time when Jatra g o t its form of p erforming on 
s::age / q-ct it s shape. The empe ror of Jatra, Arnal endu BisvJas st a ::ed tha t 
same about t he origin of Jatra . Professor Or. Sye d Zar:-til Ahmed, direc::o~ 

a nd researcher, utt ered that the p rofessiona l stage per:=crma r.ce of j a':ra 
r.as begun five cent ury be:ore. It means the manifestatic:: of j atra has 
f :ou r i shed i n l6!~ century. 

Se lim Al Din vigorously researched en the Bar.g:a drama c: middle age. But 
he s aid that there was no existe:1ce of jat ra before :a·~ century. He sau d 
' ~~ad'J.al:~i t he :r.eai"l ing of jatra ha s beer: c:..1r:: ai l ed ic th e rr. iddl e of 
~ e ~ ::urv and t ook its :arm as dra~a i r. t he beginnir.g c: :9: ' century .' 

~~o s: of t he res e ar:::hers agreed -: ha :: 
c e n ::·__;ry beca:.1se the perfcrrr.ar.ce o f 
Ja::ra. Sir.ce the civi l i zation begu~ 

th e o r~g.: n of j atra exp l oded i n 
Sr .: Chai ~a~ya Dev \·:as -::c~sidereci 

jatra has got t h e festive :ook as 
as 

was :.:sed for the proce3sion 
J.. Y". t hat time it hta s held 
re:=er red as after 

and it took its form on st age in :6: ~ cent u ry . 
ir. public gatheri:1g o r t errace. St i :.:_ ~ ~ is 
1 8": cen tury jatra has get an :.:n ique :or::', c : 

perfo r~ing art . Because of the in:luence o f theatre now ~ atra is gc::_n g t o 
b e as sumed the cor.temporary art form. 

Development: 
I n the history o : jatra song/ l yr i cs, the c ontribut ion of Sri : hai tanya Ce v 
was inf l uent i a l . : n his time ~a t ra has l cs:: it s fe s t ive outl oo K and i t wa s 
e x::ended here a n d there . Bes ides the p reaching o f ' S ohc ~ia' :Mcderr. 
Hind·.1 ism) by Sri Chai tanya Dev , J a t ra kept ::he f estive l oo k . !oiher. Bare 
: h a ndidas wrote 'Sri kris hnakirtan', Sri 
t he i nf l u ence of ' Sr i krishnakirtan ' , 
s t y l e. 

Ct:a itanya was o nl y 11 
Sr ; Ch aitanya for~ed 

.=..:t er hav i n g 
his o:·.':-1 act 



Shis hura Adhikari is called the creator o f ne \v form of j at r a. Paramanado 
Adh i kari (1977-1823), the followe r o f Shishura Adhikari flourished his 
~ale~t b y jatra song . Bes ides it, he i~trod~ced text-base langua ge in 
jatra. T viO brothers , Sridarndas Adhikari a :1d Subol Adhikari achieved the 
'Ka : iyadamanj atra' t itle and they were counted as the l a st representative. 
'Kal iyadaman jatra' •ilas later knm·::', as 'Kr i snaja t ra'. Lochon Adhikari carr.e 
afte r tha t and he wa s famous f o r 'Ankur Sangba d' and ' Nimay Sa n nash' . Badon 
Adhi kari fr om Zirat, Hugl i, was the follower of Paramanado Adhi kari . 
Sob i ndo F ... dhit:a r .:_ ( 120 5-:2 77 ; :ro:!l Uahangirpara, HG.g l i , p erformed i :1 
'Kal ar: ko von=: on' , 'L"1a:-lvon j on.', 'Subo:mi.i._or..', ' Provasmi l o~', ' No r..=._churi ' , 
'Gcs hthobihar ' , 'Krishnokali ' , ' Danlila or Naykabihar ', ' Ankur Sangbad ' 
etc. Pitamba r Adhikari from Bardhowan and Kalachad Pal from Bikrampur kept 
t he same form . 

Krishokomol Gosamy (18 10-18 88) , contemp orary of Gob indo Adhikari, b r oe1gnt 
back the traditiona 2_ fo rm of jatra .. In 1860, Jatra got nev1 life in his 
'llri t ing 'Sopnobi la sr. ' a nd 'Dibbonmad'. Eas t Benga l i n present Bang l ades h 
was the focal point of Jatra performance. 
Anna yaprashad Bandhopadyay vJrote 'Shakuntala Gitavhinoy ' and it was acted 
in 1864 . Form the news of Hindu Patriot ; it was the first ballad 
performance. At that time having the controversy with the landlord of 
Nawababpur, Dhaka, the landlord of Suttrapur and Ekrampur staged the ' Narad 
Sambad' or 'Provaslila' Jatrapala whi ch vlere \-Jritten by Govinda 
Cha krabarti. After that Ramkumar Basak' s 'Dhonokundo' , ' Nawkakundo', 
Brokhar Geet ' and Govinda Chakrabarti 's 'Kundeshorir ~i lon ' d idn't get any 
populari t y. 

I n 1870 there were two or t hree Jatra troupes. The team of Mohesh Tagor o f 
Kushtia and jatradal of Gopi mas ter of Janipur achieved popularity by thei r 
per f ormance. One school going student of Shariatpur was excluded for 
watching jatrapala in 1897. 

A jatra n amed ' Dhara tole Sorgodham'was arranged in the reslaence of Brahmin 
society in Dhaka known a s Bidhanpalli (Now near about Nimt a li) in 1883 . 

Except the entrance of vulgarity, 
1 9::. century. Poet Ish\'larchandra 

jatra was practiced in the beginning 
Gupto ~1812- 1859) ·.v rote many essays 

o f 
b y 

cri~i ciz ing jatra in the newspaper named 'S angbad Prova kor ' 

He s a l a 'Ka liyadaman, Bidyasundo r , 
e ::ter::ain:r,ent but t he p rioritization 
mean/ wicked people got amusement 

Nalapakhayan 
is d one in 

v;here c.:v i : 

etc jatra may 
the vJors t ·.,;ay by 
soci ety d1dn't get 

give 
•..;hich 

any 
sa tisfaction .' He addres sed for sending sending the in formation o f ancient 
verses and composer of verses in his e ssa y named as 'E todes h iyo 
sorbosadharon byaktir p roti b i noypurbo k nibedon '. I n the end of the :9:" 
centu r y, there we r e many jatra song t roup es in Barisa l , Faridpur , 
~ymens ingh and J esscre. 

I n 19C5 Mukundo Das formal l y estab li s hed fi rst jatra troupe. He threa tened 
t he Br i tish government b y de livering swadeshi (indigenous) speeches thr ough 
'Ea::ripuja', 'Karmakhet tro' , 'Palli seba', 'Samaj' j at r apa: a. P..s the r e s u l t 
t :C.ese j a t ra palas ;·:ere b a:1ne d ar.d he 1·1as impr isoned . 'S1·1adeshi J atra p arty' 
was succ essful l y staged the ir performan ce till the death o f Mu kundo Das i n 
: 934. Getting inspi r ati on fro r:-t 'Sh'adeshi C"atra party, a ne;·; jatra troupe 
' Nag- Da t t- Singh- Roy ' \'ias e rr.erged in Jhalokat i i r. 1 906. The ne·,·: cor:lpany 

\B S :1amed a fter Raj anikanth Nag from Kris h nokathi o f Jha l okati dis t r ict , 
~ahendrcnath Si ngh f rom Bada lkathi a nd t wo othe r Adhikaris name. Except the 
j a~ra pa .:a of t~lu k u:-:do J as, Abh i vl.::.s hon Bb.. a t-:acharya' s 'Suroth ::a::.ar ' a nd 
Volanat h Kabyasha tri's 'Kubolayasho' were staged . Th e team was divided 
after one year. I n : 907 Rajanikanth Nag a nd ~aher.drcr.at h Singh made ' Kag
Sing:C, Cor..pany' :v;ohendro Kc.m.an Se:1 made '.U.di Vo2_ana th Opera' in t!-:e sarr.e 
year in Faridpur ( r:: O\·i kno•,m as Shar i atpGr Agh orcha:1dr o B!-:at t acharya' s 
' Prchadcharit tro ' , Pachkori Chattapadaya's 'Ka:apaha r' a:1d Sowridromohan 
Chattapadaya's · ~ati r ma' etc jatrapa l a had achieved huge popu l ar i ty . 



In 1 907 'Nag- Singh Compar:y' ':Jas divided a:1d tr;;o :1ev: jatra troupes v1er e 
e merged as Ra jani kar: th Nag ' s '~:ag Company ' and ~-1ahendro:1at h Singh ' s ' S i :1gh 
Compa ny' . Vu shor. Das, famous s i:o,ger, \·:as :o:otion :o:ater i r. Singh Compa:-:<y. 
SL: rj o Jatt ·.-~as t h e cr. i ld a rt is t ':!:-1 0 played the c h aracter o: Dr ubo i n 
' Dr u bocharit '. 

:r. 1909 Rajanikanth Chakraborty made 'Tagor Company'jatra troupe ~~here 25 l 
share wa s gone to Sha shivusho n Natt form Machra :1go vi l lage. He was t h e head 
a~a t:-:e f.:r st spea ker (Baya n ) . s:..;.=:c Da:: t r.~Jo!:'ke d r.-.1.:_-:r.. the trot:pe . The 
fa~ou s dance mas ter Rai charan Sh i l f rom Bosura wols o involved in this 
corr.pany. This corr.pany stager t!-:e jatrapa l a named ':1ar.dita o Tara ' o : 
Earipad Chattapadaya was we l l app re c i a t ed . 

I n 191 0 Akshay Babu made another jatra troupe vlh i ch vias known a s 'Jl.ks h ay 
Babu Dal' . At that time ' Kest hosahar Da l ', Noakhali 1·1a s renm-med j atra 
t roupe. The proprietor of this tro upe was Kri shno Chadro Saha . Ni lmadhob 
Mukhopadaya's 'N i l madhober Dal' , Jessore also achieved fame. I n the year o f 
1914 , Baykunthonath Natt made 'Machrango Baykuntho Natto Soma j ' . Before 
forming it was known as 'Machrango Baykuntho Sangeet Soma j. There wa s 
sayi:1g that it also staged j atra and this i nformati on was kep t in tne 
reminiscence of Brojen Dey. In his essay 'childhood memori es of Jatra', he 
remembered t he past events of 60 years in the year of 1 914. 

T!!ere \va s not a dequate information about Broj obashi, Umanath' Ghosa l and 
Guho Ray j atra troupes. For the first tirc.e female leading troupe ' Lady 
Company' was formed in 1915 . Srimati Bocha was the Adhikari (owner) of the 
company. Female actress started to join in this team. This troupe was also 
known a s 'Bochar Dal' . Sarnakumar Ray, Romony r anj on Chattapadaya and 
Ra j a n ikanth Guhu were est a blished in 1916. Kalicharan Natt estab:ished 
'Bi l gram Nat tcompany' i n l 918 in Bilgram, Barisal. Gauri. cf:andrc Pramanik 
~ade 'Gauropramaniker dal' in Narai l i r: 192 0. 

'Natt company Jatra Party '(1 924) was es tablished by Bai kunt honath Natt from 
Jhal okati which is s til l popular both i n Banglades h and Kolka ta. After the 
s :.:ccess f u l comple t ion o f it s excellent performance in Faridpur, t he sarc,e 
pala was taken to Farashganj , Dhaka. 

I n 1. 928 'Ran jeet Opera' iva s made by Kalidoyarr. Guhutago r frorr. Banaripara, 
Bar.:sal. '!vluslim J at ra Party' (1930) \vas f lourished by Mo jaher Al.: Sikciar 
h 1ho is from Pat uakhali and it \·:as the first mus l im l e adir:g opera. The 
compose r of the team was K. M. Bashi ruddin from Baris a l . Xo j aher A:i Si kdar 
made another t roupe named as 'Babu: Ja t raparty '. 
I n 19 31 Nabadipchadro estab l i s h ed ' Shankar Opera ?arty' and ' Nabadipchadro 
Sa h a ~atra Party'in Faridpur . Sures h chandrc Mukhopaciaya ( 1 884- 1 936 ! ge t t f:e 
p opu l ar.:t y f or his acting in Na badipch adro Saha J atra Party' . Kris n o komo l 
Gcsami ' s 'Sapnobilas 0atra' \vas staged ir. 1 932 ir;. I-lograpa ra, Narayanga :1 j 
a :~ d t!-'.e =iai:1ty busi:~essmen patroni zed it. Su r eshcha:1ciro :':ukhopa d aya rc.ade 
a~o:ter j atra t r o upe n amed as ' J a ti ya Ar.anda Prot it han' (1 934 ) . Hi s n e phew, 
?cres h r.a t h Mukhopadaya was the director . 
Karti kcha:1dro Saha fro~ :v:an i kqar. j rr,ade 'Ar:nyapurn a J atra Party ' in 1 944. 
There was another troupe named as 'Kar:ai-Bo l ai Opera ?art y' . Some renown ed 
a rtis ts such as Sudhi rranjcn Basuray, Gourogopa l Gcsamy, Ni t ishchadra 
.n.dh ikari, Akali Halder 1-:ere perforrr.ed s u c cessful ly. So:1 of Ki tishchadra 
r.:ih.:kari, Niran j on Adhi kari pro fes sor of ::lhaka Un iversit y \·;as the chi l d 
a rtist as we ll a s the eo-di rector a l so. 

' J cydurga Opera', 3 r a f:manba r ia was we ll- known j atra 
e stabl ished by Cati:1dronath Chakraborty in 1 94~. He 

t rou p e which was 
also made ar.othe r 

~ ~o~pe ~amed as '\~o:anat~ Opera' i ~ 1 95 5. :hc~gh f~~s~ f ema l e artis t j oi ne d 
i n ' Lady Company ', t he dance ar tist J csnarani Catt of ' Jo ydurga Opera' ha s 
kept huge ro le t o f l ou ri s h the f e male c haract e r . Her fa tte r wa s Sur jo Catt 
:·;as ~he co:r.edian. His ar:other three da:.;.ghters t~iayarani Dat t, Chayarar:~ 

Datt, Jayaran i Datt a n d three sons ~ar.i Dat t, Gopa l Datt and ~u l al nat t a l sc 



worked i n Ja tra. His ful l family was vigo rously i~volved in jatra. At first 
h is daughters were da~ce artists later the y achieved fame for their 
perfor:nan:::::e. P.. jatra trouoe ·:~as es tab l ished i n Gopalga~j in 2_94 9 and the 
adhikari of the 'Raycompany Catraparty' was Bidhuvushan Ray . 
'Basan~i Muktoman:::::ho Nat taprati than ' was founded in 1958 which is counted 
a.s o:1e of :-. ~e inf~uent .::.a l troupe o:: j a-cra. ~~araya:1chaildro Dat -: ~-.ras ±:r~e 

Adhikari o f the team. Femal e artists s t arted t o work since 1960. wa s ~ he 

second t roupe af te r Babul Opera where fema l e artists were involved . 
Bab·..:l Opera vJas established i n 1 958 . I ts Acihikar 'das ?..rr.ir: Sr.ar::_: 2ho•r~dhu r y 

f:r:or.-~ Chi ttago:1g and it v.ras rr.ai!"L l y the re forrr~ troupe of 'Babul :hea t:t:e' . 
Othe r e ~trepreneur s Babul Opera of were Sadekun Nabi, Malay Ghos h Dast =._dar , 
Ru n:..: B::_sv:as etc. eminent figure o:= Jatra, f..male nd'J Sis•::as, Sadek Ali , ~laj ir 
Ahme d, Sadh o na Chowdhury, Ma~j usry ~ukharj ee, Beni Cha kr a borty, Usha ~as , 

~akbul Ahmed , M.A.Hamici, Jahanara Begu~ et:::: were working in this t roupe. 

''!aggola kkhi Operaand' (1960 ) and 'Royal Vo l a:1at h Opera ' (1962 ) •::er e made by 
t he manager of ' J aydurga Opera' Gopalkr::_shno Pandey who was fr om Oriss a . 

.-'\.bd ul Hamid , Mymens ingh made 'Naboran j o Opera' i n 1966 . Gopal vJas the 
Adhikari of 'Gatashri Jatra Unit' •11hich vias establi shed i~ 1967 . Abdul 
Khalek Bhuiyan, Mymensingh a lso kept contributior. in the establi shment o:= 
'Babul Opera' in the same year. Sapon Kuma r Saha, Far idpur made ' Ne•r1 
Basanti Opera' in the f ol lowing yea r. 
Dhirendrokumar Bagchi, Gopalganj established 'Dipali Opera' in 1 969. He 
also start ed 'Adi Dipal i' ( 1 972) and opened ' 1 no Dipali Opera' in joint 
venture with his wife, Banasri Bagchi. He also operated ' Nabo Dipa l i Opera ' 
and ' Deep Dipali Opera' He became the l e gendary as he ·.vas the ovmer o f 
five jatra t roupes. 

I ~ 1 97 0, Pa rima 1 Ha l de r := ram Bagerhat start ed ' J ayashree Opera'. ' Ne w 
Sanesh Opera ' •r:as := o"Jnded in 1 97 2 ;·: :-t o se .n.dhi i<ar i 'da s Ganes hcha~drc Gos r. 
from Manikganj. Lipay Mia,Habigan j made 'Kahinu r Opera'. The renowned 
t roupe ' Sabu j Opera ' , tv1ymensingh i"las made in 197 2 and Nuru l I s:am first 
handl ed it a nd later Del war Hossen Ba:::::chu took the au t hority. 

Shekh Khalil ur Rahma n, Narail e stabl ished 'Rangmahal Opera ' ( 1 972 :. Khage n 
~askor made 'Ruposhri Ooera'. 'Jagor.nath OPera' by Dr . Broj endr o t1andol 
(!':a :1i kganj ), Vanu Saha' s 'Ombika Ja traparty ' 'Bishaj eet Opera' of Ra rnpad 
Saha (Sa tkhi ra), 'Shirin Jatran Uni t' of f azlul Karim Bis1·1as (Khu lna) 'dere 
e stablished. 

' Jo~a !<i Opera' : Jessore) a~d 'Adi_ t'-~ il ta 1__: 8pea' (Ra j shah.:) "~~·:e l:'e ::o:1~ded ~:--~ 

1 97 3 by N~ran ] on Ray and Azi zu l Alarn Chowdhury respe c t ively. Several 
Troupes were establ ished in :97 4 such a s Karam Ali Bh u iyan's ' Bi jcylokkhi 
Opera ' (Dhaka), Harunur Rashid 's 'Harun Opera' (Habi ga n j ), Sel i rr. ChO\"idhury's 
' Ta run Jatraparty ' (Feni), Badrul Chowdhury 's 'Sharonika Ope ra ' (Comi lla:, 

.=>.k!-l il chandrc Jas's 'l)t t am Opera ' (Kh u l :1a ;, Ka::.1 :c1aster's 'Bishorupa 
Ope:ra' (B~ahmanba:ria) ,Tushar Casgup~o's ' Tushar Opera' ~Jessore;, Tapes 
Sarka r 's 'Charonik Nattrogodhi' (IV:ar.ikga nj} , NiraojoYJ Chaciro Kuncio 's 
' Ba:-'.ashri fi!Ju ktomancho :\atto Pratit han' (S i ra:;ga ~j ) , Nur ['loha:-:unad t:osse n ' s 
' Ba:-'.gaashri Opera' (Bagerf:at ) , .iUaudd::_n f'..h:red 's 'Si~anjali Opera' (Ku sr.tia ) , 

.;bd'J. l J a bbar Bh u.:)/an. ' s 'Nabo j ago ran Opera' {~araya::gan.~ ; , t;h ~re~drc ~u::lar 

Bagch i 's ' Nab Dipali Ope ra' and 'Cip Dipali Opera' (Gcp algar:.::) and 
~a l i~mohan Gosh's 'Nabaru:s :;: at~rcsa:-:gsha' (Chittagong). 

Tu s har Dasgup~o was bor~ in Fa ki rhat under the up ozi l la of Satkaniya 
Chi ttagon g i n : 923.He e stablish Gc l<uleshor Opera and he j ci r:.ed in 3abul 
Opera i~ ::.95 7 . He l ater launched ' Satsango Opera ' His '::ide \·:as popula:::: 
a ctress Sabori Dasgupto . 

. Zu:-,ale:-Jdu Bis;.;as took the leadership o:= 'Charonik l\:a rtog osthi ' ht:ich \·:as l ead 
by Tapes Sar!<a~. .A...T.a~e ndc Bisv:a s \:,Ias bo~n in 3a:::-r:ta 1 

f athe r =hough n1 s fa t her was fron Chitt agong. 
;;e~fo rrr.a r:ce ir.. ' Ra j a Sanr..ashi 1 

1 ':"-) i c !-'~ ae l ' 1 ' ~a nch·a~ ' 1 

the workplace cf ti s 
His showe d = re~endc~s 

':;..e li n ' , 'Hi t l ar ' . He 



was awarded a grea t actor in 1 979 i n Ja tra fes tiva l arranged by Bangladesh 
Sh::. l pakala Academy as v1ell as he achieved 'E kushe y Padak' in 198 9 for hi_s 
g~ea t contributio~ ic Jatra . His wife, Cos hna Biswas is known as the q~een 
of j atra . She involved herse l f to : ead ~he trope aft er t he deat~ of 
.l>x,a l er.du Bisv1as. 
P.x.ong the troupes o f 1975 'l r.o Bangoshri Ope~ a ' by Nur t'.l oharr.r:Lad H a•:~lade r 

(Bagerhat) a nd Jl.lauddi_ n Ahr.ced Harumi a , Prohl ad Bis•t:as Hii:l ar's ' Bai_kal .: 
Opera ' (Jessore) , Suvashchandro Sar ka r's 'Tapcba n Nat tosangtha ' (Bari_sal ) 
ha d achieved popula~i~ y . Except these, Prcshan tokumar Ray ' s ' Adi Sobu j 
Opera ' (~ymensingh), tvi .P.. Cho•:~dhury 's 'Agr cdut ~: a tto sagtha' (Chit tago ng) , Shekh 
Borhanudin's ' Balaka Opera' (Man ikga nj) , Khokon Chowdhur y ' s ' Nab c chadon 
Opera ' (Narayangan j ) ,Aftab Uddi n 's 'Ko h inu r Opera' (Man i kg a nj) , Pandob P.~ li_ 's 
' Ba nco Lc kkhi Ope r a ' (Coreilla ) ,Sadhucha ra n Pand.: t a nd Zud h istir Mandc l ' s 
'3a~deb Opera Par ty ' (t-1ani kgan j ) , Ab dt:s Salar:; Bacch~ 's ' !~e~r: Balaka 
Opera ' ( Bagur a) , Gi a s uddin Ah:ned ' s 'J:.~zad Opera' (Na raya ngar.j) , t·.-:o ta har Y.ia ' s 
'Li ly Opera ' (Noakhali ) , Pranba l l a:n Gosh ' s 'IJd ayan 
Nattyasangtha ' (Chi ttagong ), Chunnu Mi a 's 'Nabo Bangoshri Opera ' (Bagerhat ) , 
Sachin Gosh' s 'Bangodipali Opera ' (Manikganj ) , 

Mehbub Islam f rom Kus ht i a joined as the actor o f Bangolakkhi Opera in 1976. 
His 11ife Taponi Is l am was also a celebrated actress. Some other j atra 
troup es 'Anando Opera' (Nikhilkumar Roy , Pabna) , 'The Naboranj on Opera ' 
(Shah Abdul Ma naf, Mymensingh), 'Sadhona Opera ' (Abdul !"lale k 
f\1oral , Khulna) , 't'1itali Opera' (Dab l u Mia, Myrnensi ngh), 'Lakkhan Da s Ope ra ' 
(Bi r endro Das, Barisal), 'Nishibani Ope ra' (Khokon Cho~r;dhury, Narayanganj } 
were establi s hed in 1977 . 

Ganeshchandr o Kundu 's ' Protima Opera ' (Jes sore ) , Aratirani Biswas' s ' Arat i 
Opera ' (Khulna), Dr. To faz za l Hossen' s ' the Gitanjali Opera ' (Kushtia ) , 
t-tlatiur Rahman ' s ' Tarun Opera ' (Bar i sal) , Narayanchandro Biswas' s ' Ja:1ata 
Opera ' (Sirajganj ) we re influential troupes in 1977 . Abu Chairman's 'Shamim 
Opera' (Rangpur),Prodip Biswas's ' Pradip Opera ' (Khulna), Ahrned Sardar's 
'Vadra Opera' (Khulna) , Mohiuddin Halde r Monir's 'Adi Jo r~a 

Opera ' (Madaripur ) , Shasv t'-1ia ' s ' Rupali Jatraparty ' (Comilla ) 1-Je re a lso ·::e.!_ l 
app r ecia ted jatra troupes. 

Jagar.ando Tagor ' s ' Na rnarayan Opera' (Gopalgan j), Lal [viia ' s 'L ion Opera ' 
(tv:yme nsingh) , Ajit Saha' s 'Chalant ika Nattyasangstha' (Tangail ) , Ani s 

Ahmed ' s ' Rupanja li Nattyasangtha' (Barisal ), Shekh Azizur Rahman and Khte r 
Si dd ique ' s 'Adi Gitangjal i Opera ' (Kushti a) , Am;ar Ali ' s 'Sumi 
Natt yasangtha-::. ' (Na rsingdi) 1vere new jatra t.: roupes in 1 979. Jl.bdul l"laji b 
Sari-car 's ' t-tlilon Jat ra Unit' (Khula n ) , Sams uddi n Ho~vlader ' s ' Rupali Opera ' 
( Comilla ~ ,Amanul Ha q Sarka r' s ' Mi tali Opera ' (Dina j p ur) and Ali Ahmed' s 
'~asir Opera ' (Barguna) jatra t.:roupe s ;-:ere kept i mpo r tan: r ole . Excep: ~;:~_ j i_t 

Sa~a's ' Cha l antika ~a:tyasangstha ' there wa s no taupe in Ta ngail . 

::-:ere >•'ere sor.:e trouoes ' Royal Binapani Opera ' (.;:o,.ni s;Jr Ra!-:rr:ar:, Bagura ) , 
':he Sadh o na Opera ' (ll~bdu l r-~ale k l'.oro l, K!"u l na ) I '!vlanik Opera' ::<anik Sen , 
J esscre) , 'Ba :1gobani Opera' (Abu l Khaye r, Gopa::.gan:; . 

. ~bdt:l H~ f\1ast e r ' s ' Vaggolipi Opera ' ::-.Joa k!:a li ) , 
' ·acaprovat Opera ' (Man ikga:1j ) , Al!az 
Opera ' (S a'.:.kh ira : , Nirmalk~rr: Sarder 's ' Suror s hon 
Santoshkumar Bis ·.-.ras' s 'Sarna kal i Opera ' (Gopalgan j: got 
: he cct:ntry i n l 982 . 

Sukur.:a r 
!·ha ' s 

Ka r ma kar ' s 
'Sabi '.:. a 

Opera ' (J ess ore ) , 
the popularity ove r 

In 1983 Nara yan Cha ndro t-1andol 's 'Sa t'.::onaraya:1 Opera ' ("-':anikganj) s'.:: irre d 
p eop le . I n the year of 1984 Ataur Rahr:;an's ' Ra j :1i l a 
Kat tyasa:1gstha' (:'aridpur), Moha::u:-,ad ~;:l,li Cho,·:dhury' s 'Sonal i 
Ope~a ' (Gaz i p ur),Khand o ka r Al imuzz a :nan 's ' Adi Bal aka Opera' ( Faridp~r ) , 

Gora:~go Bis1-:as' s 'Agrogami Na'.:: tya sangstha ' (Ra jba r i } , t-;ehbub Isla:n ' s 'Arjo 
Opera' (Satkh ira) and [1.-ld . ~t: rul I sla:n ' s ' J a nanata Jatra Unit ' (Rangpur ) had 
beco~e importan t t r oupes. Later Tarapad Adhi ka r i b e ca:ne the owne r o f 
' Agrogami Na ttyasangs tha ' . Th e Ad h ikari o f ' Ar jo Opera ' wa s also cha n g e d . 



~anik Me mber and the n Mojibur Rahman took the r esponsib i lity after Mehbub 
Islam . 

~:ani Cha kra bort y' s ' Ad i Ag r aga-:ni Jatrasa-:naj ' ( Dhaka ) , Nripenbabu' s ' Uj za .:. 
:\a:.': yas a n gstha' Wagura) , Soyl i r. Roy' s 'Anjo L .. Op e r a' (Gop lagar. j ) , P..i::n.: .:. Ka:a-:n' s 
'Ka ko.:. i Nattyasangstha ' (Ma nikganj ;, Abdur Rashid's 'Ch a dni 
Opera' (Comi l la ) ,Hami d Mandal ' s ' Anju Opera ' ( Jamalpur ), Md . Ja lal~ddin's 

' Eas hriya Sc wkhin ~attyado:' (Na rsingdi ; were also famo u s in the same year . 

T·::o impo r t a nt jatra troupes 't:e re ' ?ragcti Natt yasangstha (Tapes Sikdar , 
l':ar.ikga n j) and ' IV:adhumi ta ' (?.bdur Rahr..a r. Prodh a n, l.Canikgan j ). In tte sa:r.e 
year Par ithosh Brahmachari opened ' Sonal i Opera ' in Khulna and he ach ieved 
best story v:r ite r t-.i t .::..e in h is .:.ife t i me . Rat an Mia ' s ' Rucoshre 
Opera ' (Comilla ) , Radhacha r a n Sahara y ' s ' Nabajug Opera ' (Net rako na ) ~c;ere a.:.so 
cons idered as popular j at ra troups. Sat er Dilu Bar.i k beca me t!:.e o,·;ner. 
Gcra ngc Adi tto was t he best Vive k (Conscience) a r t is t o f ~aba j ug Opera . 

Hayder Ali ' s ' t\abor upa Opera ' ilV:anikgar.j) , Sapanbabu' s ' Sapan Opera ' : Bhc.:.a; 
were also emereged in 1985 . !n the f o l l owing yea r ' Mahanaga ri J at ra Unit ' , 
' ~ew Jayanti Ope r a ', and ' Adi Pragati Nattyasangstha ' were f our.ded by K. ~ . 

Harunar Rashid, Chakela Begum and Abdu l J a li l respectivel y . Bes ides t hes e 
three troupes s uch as 
Sadonkumar Mukharjee Ga nesh 's ' Chandi Ope r a' (Jes sore) , As i mkanti Ba l l ' s 
' Chandra Opera ' (Gopalganj) ,Abdur Ras hi d Fakir's 'Bengal Opera' ([vJymens ingh ) , 
S . Alam Labu ' s ' Ratnashri Opera ' (Madaripur) and Sudhir Biswas ' s ' New 
ra.:.guni Nattyas a ngstha ' ( Gopa lganj) get p opularity . Chakela Begum ' s ' Nevl 

Jaya:~ti Opera' 1-.ras transferred t o S . rv: . Iqba l Rumi (Narayanganj) 

The re were a l s o some emerging jatra troupes like ' Sumi Opera' (Shamsu Haq , 
l\ars ingd i ) , ' Kopo t akhc Jatra Unit' ( Nur Kha Chair:nan, Satkhira I , ' !v:o hua 
l\att yasar.gst ha ' (Ad ob Al i, Netrakona) , and ' Nev-r Protima Opera ' (Shipra 
Sarkar a nd Shusil Sarkar , Mani kganj ) in 1 98 7. 

Ir.. ::.988 Shaheed [v;ia ' s ' fVlonihar Opera' (Netra kona) , Abdul [v;anna ' s 'Shah i 
Opera ' (Netrakona), Sattar Mia 's ' Moniha r J attra Unit' (Satkhira ) , and Azgar 
Al i' s ' Durbar Opera' (Narayangar. j) were structured . 

In the yea r o f 1989 Kar t i kchadro Das ' s ' Nei·J Provas Opera ' (Satkhira ) ,tv:inoti 
Basu and Su kanyan Ba su ' s ' Nattyamo njuri Jatra Unit ' (Satkhira) came into 
forth. In the same year ' Sa t ota Nat tyasangstha' (Gobindo.:_al a 
Sata, Jamalpur ) , ' Beauty Opera ' (.lmv;ar Ho seen , Narayangan j ) , ' Ra jmaha.:. Opera ' 
(Got hibihari !>1andal, Khulna), ' Shi lpithirt ho Nattyasangstha ' (S ohrab 
Ta.:.u kdar ,~at torl were fo unded . Late r Shekh 3elaluddin Bi l u b e came the owne r 
of Rajma ha l Opera . 
~'· 199 0 Shat idu .:. Is lam ' s ' Paru: Opera ' (Jessc re ) , 1-'lu j ibur Ra hma;. Sarder ' s 
' 3ishyobani Jatra Unit' {l\att o r ) , Md . l\a zrul Is lam's ' Raj dhani Jatra 
C;.i t ' (Chaka ) jatra troupes got pop u larity . f\'ld . Abdul t!ali :r. ' s ' Akhan k!',a 
r.:at t yadal' Perfo rmed seve r a l j atrapalas. Nar.i gopa .:. Sar ka r ' s ' J an a:-:.tik 
l\at =yagos= hi' ha s go t the acceptance by per~orming. 

~·· :.. 99: f our :roupes has bee:---1 ce 2. ebra~ed a!': c those are St ahr.e~.-:az r=._r cz 
So p c n ' s · ~adhuchanda ~atra :nit' ( Fa ridpur : , Shams ~.:. 

:atra Unit ' ( Ces sore), Kr-ishn o r ani Cta krabcrty ' s 
(3agerha t) , and 

A.:.am ' s ' ~te scis s o r s 
' Ra r.>.kr-ishc :atra ::!':i: ' 

Alamgir Hos sen's 'Bis shesto r i ~a t t yas ang s t ha ' ( ~haka) 

::: n1992 , ttree jatra t::-o:;p e s h a ve b eer. e::-.erged in Dhaka ar:d t hose ,.;ere 
~ar.juru.:. Is.:.am Lavl u' s ' Chad r a Catra Un it ', Alauddin Dewan ' s ' Ta j ma hal Ja=ra 
U:::.: ' a::d :\a}:a Choh·dhury' s 'Stilo:. Opera '. Tl,...;c :~oupes , .~bd'J s Sa : a:n ' s 
' Utto ran Na ttyasangs tha' and Nazmul Hcs sen I k:; ' s ' ~adh~mat i Nattya s a~ gstha ' 

in ~ag~ra were a lso founded . 
Shek t-: ;.~zad Hos sen ' s ' Rangdhanu Loko r! a tt ~ia ' (Khulna ) , Fa!:' i d a Zar..ar: ' s ' ;:. .. d .:_ 
Bangos:Jri Op e ra ' ( r a ridpur ) , Abdul Nanna' s ' Ut to r a:-: Jattra Cnit ' (Ran gpur ) a :-~d 

Abdul ~anna ' s ' Monihar Opera ' (Satkhira! came i n to fron t ir. the sarne year . 



Ir. :993, four troupe s 'Padma J atra 'Jnit' (Pradipkumar Sa!ia, C'esso re) , ' Des r. 
Opera' (lt.ilon Kan1:i De y , Dhaka) , ' Chaytali Opera ' :I>.tu l pro sad 
Sarkar ,Magura) , 'Lakkhivandar Opera ' {Ranji t Ser.,Chittagcng ) , ar.d ' Adamj i 
Kirar: :~a ttogosthi ' (Nur :v:ohar:l.lf,ad :.\uru , Narayangar:j ) v:e re f oc:nci. J:..mong therr. 
Padma and Chaytali were mostly pop~lar . 

I~ :994 Naya n Mi a ' s 'Shi lpi Shova Ope ra ' (~unshi ganj ) and Gopalcha ndro ?al' s 
'!<anika Opera ' (Nara il) v:e re established . 'Shilp i Shova Opera ' f3ainly 
perforrr.ed text-based j atra on stage . Ex c ept Sc:vas h Ch a kraborty ' s 'Rajmoni 
Opera ' ( :aricipur ) , other three t roupes also performe d the s ame type o f jatra 
a~a those a re 'Sar.-~~ khin Gitinat t.o ' (iv:d. Starr. i rn Eosser: , Gazipur) , ' Tinka~:J.a 

Ope!.""a ' (3as!l :.r Ahmeci, Cesso !:'e ~ and 'Zsrr:ur Tar..q.:_ ' (N:1rc.: Islar.. Sabu j, 
Ga.z ip:Jr ) . 

Two text-based troupes and two general jatra t roupes were emerged in 1996 . 
Ar s had Ali ' s 'Binodon Zumur Jatra ' (1-iunshiganj ) and Abdu l 1-iat in Sarkar ' s 
'Shahin Opera' (Comi lla) are based o n text and Abu l Hasem' s 'Bandhon 
Natt yasangstha' (Net r akona) and Sekendar Jl.li' s ' Surj on:ahal Opera ' (Manii<gan j) 
a r e two general troupe s. In 1997 , three troupe s are emerged: S.Al am Labu's 
· ~ew Sobuj Opera ' !Madaripur) , Nargis Akter Lipi 's ' Tajmaha l 

Ope ra ' (Shariatpur ) and Sunil Charles Rodr i go's 'Na gori Showkhin Zumu r 
Shilpigoshthi' (Gazipur ) . 

In 1 998 three troupes get popularity and they are ' Keya Jatra Un it' (Masum 
Chowdhury ,Lakshmipur) and ' Ananda Ope ra ' (Babarchan , Je ssore) . The power o f 
last one was transfered to Mos hara f Hossen Nayan. Mosadek Ali's ' Moushumi 
Opera'started in 2001. 

Jatra Troupes whi ch are e1stablished in di ffe rent t i me such as 
Lakh inarayan Opera (1958 ) , Kamala Opera (1968, Brahmanbaria ) , Panna Opera 
( 197 2, Brahmanbaria) , Zinuk Opera 1 l9 8 l , Habigan j) , Purbachal Nattyasangstha 
(1 986 , Kishorganj) , Rocky 0at ra Unit (1990, :-Jetrakona), Palas 
Nattyasangstha ( 1998, Netrakona) , Nev; Lily Opera ( 1998, !<eya Chowdhury), 
:-1ohashokt i Opera (B rah:aanbaria), Nabarun Opera (S irajgonj), Monjuri Ja tRA 
Unit (Natter) , Kr ishokoli Opera (Netrakona) , Shapla Opera (Mymensingh } , 
Protiva Opera (Jes s ore) , Rupanto r Opera (Jessore) , Jhenaidah J at ra Party 
(Jhenaidah), Kahinur Ja tra Party(Sylhet) , Jorna C"atra Party ( Tangai~ , , 
Ju:m.: r Opera (Tangail), Bishobani Opera ( :eni) Shilpothirtho Opera ( Feni), 
Dipa li Jatra Party (Narayanganj) , Northbengal Jatra Party (Rangpur) , 
~'1alL. ka Ope ra ( Khulna ) , RaJ lakkhi Opera (Bar isa l ) , Sridurga J atra 
?art y ( Pabna) , Sager Opera(Pabna) , Sur j omukh i Opera(Pabna), Lipt o n 
Opera (l\ .. TUir Siraj i) , Cha lati ka Opera (Babul Akter) , Ekota Ope ra (Magura) , 
Kanchon Opera( Kanchon ~i a) , Gitali Opera(Jessore), Mi narva Opera 
(Patc:akhali ) , Joyan t i Opera (Chitt agong ) , Soma j Opera (SiraJganj) , Fa lg-..::1i 
Opera (Ba r i sa l) , Jonaki Opera(Jos na Hal der, Chandpur) et c . ' ~abarun 

Opera' (1 953) and 'Srikrisna Ope ra ' ( 2.96 6 ) >-:ere operated b y Monoj Gos h a:1d 
Genes~ Das r espectively . Beside s these 'H a sina Opera ', 'Suborna Opera ' and 
' Andharmanik Opera ' wer e also famous. 'Jaydurga ~at tya Sangsad ', especially 
perfor::. topj atra '.-Jhich is eme rged in 1996 . Though ' A:1andopur Sa:1gsod ', 
'.i:..sr.alata Gosthi ' and 'l'iohamaya Sar:1proday ' are pro:'essional j at ra troupe 
b ut 1:~ey ~ai n l y perforn: Top j atra. 

Jatrapala: 
:-lyth , hi story, p olitics, fo l k l o re , cor.t empo rary s o c ial aspe cts and tales of 
emir:e:-:t: figure \vt c are t he sub jectmatter of J at ra . The s ubject mat ter 
(plot) is changed a ccording to the tine being . 0a trapala has bee r. d2Tided 
into five categories : ~ythical pala , hi storical & political pa l a , fictio~a : 

p ala, socia l pala and biographica l jatra pala . 

Jatra troupe (Jatradal) : 
.!'l.:nalendu Bi s 1·:as , kn01·m as 1 jatra sa::~ra t 1 said that ' 5 0 jatra troupes and 
lOC se:ni - jatra troupes o:r- Ghe:.u ja t~a ::ro:.1pes, i~ t:otal ~5C j a : Ya tYo upes 
exist in. Bar.gladesh.' 10 



!"rem ;.:;_s viev;, the troupe vJhc performed text / !i <:erat:.1re based jatra !'.e 
re:::erred as 'C"atradal ' and U:e lov: s tc.:::-y based o.:::- dance based :at ra is 
ca l led as half- ja<:ra c.::- Ghetujat .:::-a . 
. :..nrr.e o : troupes, thei.:::- 01·mer' s :-.aiT.e, a:1d :he year o f .:::-egis:.:::-ati c;, a:1d 
district names o f 215 troupes a re found f.:::-om news and a.:::-ticle of diffe.:::-ent 
research papers, newspaper and magazines . But not mo.:::-e than 80/9 0 t.:::-cupes 
perfo.:::-m in the season of jat .:::-a. By d ividing 251 troupes in decades ~e have 
seen tha': afte.:::- getting the independence in the year of 1971 - 1980 , we found 
7 6 j a:.:::-a <:roupes which is the h i g hest numbe.:::- in ranking. ~ext decade !981 -
1990 , is in the second posi :ion becat:s e 63 net·: t.:::-oupes emerge. 37 a;;d l:J 
troupes have beer: sta.:::-ted in the decade 199!-2000 a:-:d 1901 - 191 0 
respective!y . 

Divis i onal Jatra Troupes : 
From the f igurel , we have see n tha t among s i x divi sions Dhaka divi sion has 
the maximum troupes. The total r:umber of jatra troupe is 95 f .:::- orn Dhaka, 57 
from Khu lna, 24 from Chittagong , 21 f r om Bar i sal, 1 6 from Ra j s hahi and on l y 
2 are fr om Sylhe t d i visi on . 78 and 26 troupes would be the act ual number c f 
Khu l ana and Ch i t t agong division respectivel y if Barisal and Sylhet don' t 
get the recogn i t ion of separa t e division . 

100 

90 
80 
70 
60 

50 
40 
30 

10 
0 

Distr ict based Jatra Troupe: 
If t-Je array the troupes on the bas is o f d is t rict leve::.. , '.-Je can find that 
ttere is :10 jat.:::-a troupe in hill - tracts. Only one troupe is fc-..:r:d in 
Tar.gail and Jama::.pur. Desp~ te of ha v i :1g er:ormc u s popu l a.:::-i t y, there \·:ere 
or: l y ~\·io troupes in tea-ga.:::-der:, Sylhe:., Ba rg:..:na a ;;d Di:J.a-:o:1 .:::- . ':'hree ~a:.ra 

t ro .. pes are from Kushtia, Ra n gpur ar.d Pat t:akhali . Feu.::- j atra t roupes are 
found in ?abna, fiv e are f rom Rajshahi , ar.d Noakhali ar.d six t.:::-oupes are 
~ro~ Chittangong. Thirteen , f if~een and e i ghteen t.:::-oupes a.:::-e from Co~illa, 
~yxen singh and Barisal respectively. Jessore and Fa.:::-ido:..:r d i stricts have 
t :·:e::'.t~y" - seven a r: d tl-<ent y- five troupes correspondingly. The seco:1d largest 
:;at.:::-a trc:.:pe s (2 9) a.:::-e froiT. Khulr:a dist r ict. T!le la.:::-gest t.:::-oupes :sl ) are 
fro~ Dhaka d~st~ ict s. 

Conclusion: 
Thc t.:gh ce.:::-emo:1ia ::. funct ion ' jatra' !-"!as its ur:ique ar t si nce 16·:. ce:1 tury, 
it takes the r:e~ style in 18''· ce:1tury . As its transfc .:::-~at icn has o ccurred 
time to time fe r the taste o f !:"lu~an, i t :1eve.:::- gees beyo:1d t he .:. :1digencus 
n:r.e . J a t ra troupe s are t ry i n g hardl y to ke ep thei r u nique f cr:n afte.:::
having the cha l lenging socio-economic aspect ar:d f er the hardship o f human 
lif though it is net well app.:::-eciated in all sectors . It is sti ll i n lag 
beh :1d position because of the ill icit capital and for the l ack of :nodern 
tee nol o gy . Jatra is considered p ast heritage ratter r egul ar a .:::-t form . 



~edia a : so deny to exposure jatra news for it s i nadequa~ e techn ical 
support . 

Sri C:hai ::anya ~ev used j a t r a as the medium of preacr.ing a:>ci :-:e gained 
s uccess . That timej a tra was :>based en : yrics and the performa nce was he ld 
ir:. c9en spa ce or ya rd . :n 1 8:n cen-:u!:'y , ja~~a performa!"",ce s a!::' e cor:f .: r..eO. .:::-·1 
s ~ag e and sti:l it i s f c: :owi ng the sa~e. ~cw a da ys i = is see~ tha~ ~ a~ra 

i s vulgarized because of the entrance of c rude dance . Keeping j atra dance 
artists i ~act i. ve , those misch:._ e vo'...l s danc e rs, f:novn~ as 'pri:1cess' are h.:red 
fro~ out side. Neg l e cti ng the owners' opinion the p owerful cl i e nts ea: : the 
prince s s f er pro f it a s wel: as t o f u l fil l their wicked d e sire . By keeping 
~he jat ra artists as lae , l n s c::'.e pandal. ' Princess - dance ' cor.t i nue s for 
whole night . Powerful cl i e nt s use jatra t r oupe as for show because t he r e is 
objection f or a rrar.ging s uch dar.ce program . Though according ~o the 
a gree:ne:1t jat ra artist s get the fees , t h e y do n ot ge t chance to p e r form 
ins t ead of p assi ng i dle ti~e . For thi s u:1expected reason jat ra troupe s are 
being us ed f o r intruding cul tu re . The owners of jatra t roupes are b ound t o 
act a ccording to the o r ganizers . Howeve r, new jat r a t ro upe f o rms when the 
seas o:-: o f jatra comes anci jat r a a r t i sts s tart ~o implar:t the ir dream ::or 
better living .. 
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