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To: Ms IRINA BOKOVA,
Director-General of UNESCO

Dear Ms Bokova,

The Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography of National Academy of Sciences of Republic of Armenia as a scientific
organization puts a big importance on including the traditional Armenian group dance Kochari, as a phenomenon bearing

a universal value, within the Non-Material Cultural Heritage List of UNESCO.

Our Institution with its special choreographic department during many years realized field works and scientific
investigations and recorded various kinds of Kochari. This dance is still alive both in rural and in civil landscapes and not
only by older generation but also by the young people. Through its widespread nature Kochari is perceived as a symbol of

national unity.

The inclusion of Armenian traditional dance Kochari in the Non-Material Cultural Heritage List of UNESCO will greatly

support the protection, internationil recognition and dissemination of this important cultural value.

Director of the Inspitute -~ - /C N el g J Pavel Avetisyan
+ /4 ;
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To: Mrs. Irina Bokova

Director General of UNESCO

Dear Mrs. Bokova,

The Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Armenia applied o the UNESCO's
intergovernmental committee of Intangible culture heritage for inscription of the
Armenian traditional group dance "Kochari" on the representative list of corresponding

values.

Attaching importance to this occasion. we would like to notice thal the
Armenian "Kochari" group dance was widely spread in the Armenian highland and

currently it is more preserved amongst the number of Armenian folk dances

"Kochari” is an ancient ceremonial dance dedicated to the worship of rani's
totem and belongs to the imitative type of dances Coming fromt the national
peculiarnities and aesthetic mentality. 1t is obvious that the dance of rams - "Kochari”
was charactenstic for the peopie of Armenian highiand - Armenians and was
performed almost in every province of Historical Armenia. The professional analyses
of dance steps and musical texts are evidencing that this phenomenon was

characteristic for Armenian culture.

The traditional group dance of "Kochari" has its original way of development as
a genre of performing art and expression of people'siunity. From this standpoint. the
main carriers of "Kochaii” are the individuais due to whom tihe atorementioned group

dance is still vital. As a category of dance. it has wide coverage in society

More than 50 varieties of "Kochar" are performed in different marzes of the
Republic of Armenia. which have completely different dance style and inanner in the

ethnographical regions.

The group dance of "Kochari". which is widely spread within Arimenians s
included in the educational programs of choreographic chair of the Armenian State

Pedagogical University after Kh. Abovyan about 35 years.



Coming from the above-mentioned and attaching huge significance to the
preservation. diffusion and transfer of Armenian folk ancient dances. we consider
important the inscription of the “"Kochari” group dance on the UNESCO's
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage as an exceptionai cuiturai value of
humanity.

Mr. Kaaren Gevorgyan
Dean of Choreographic Chair

Armenian State Pedagogicai University after Kh. Abovyan
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“Karin” Traditional
«YUrhL» Ujwlinwljwl B
bpqh u“_unh ;umgp - Song and Dance Ensemble

Dear Mrs. Irina Bokova

S //
The folk dance and song group “Karin” highlights the importance of inclusion of the Armenian traditional
group dance “Qochari” into the List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity of UNESCO, as a
universal value.
“Qochari” was extant in Armenian Highland and is the most popular dance in Armenia nowadays.
Armenians used to dance “Qochari” with its different variants and regional peculiarities from ancient times,
it is connected with the worship of rams. The origin of the names is connected with the root word “khoy”-
the ram, which is not castrated (goch, khoch, khoy). In Armenia the existence of ram worship was reflected
in language, arms making, architecture, urban development, beliefs and in other cultural fields. This
beloved dance type is very attractive with its picturesque beauty and strong, masculine dynamics. There
were versions of “Qochari” in almost all the regions of the present and historical Armenia, which were
created according to the climatic and natural peculiarities. They were very original, unique, usually very
different from each other, but always having the same pantheistical movements on the base - jumps, sharp
movements of the body forward, and finally that special movements which reflect the battle of the rams.
The traditional dance culture is passed inheritably from generation to generation and the elder pass the
treasures of traditional culture to the young with the great sense of responsibility, with the dances they also
pass a lot of information about peculiarities, the way of thinking, spiritual qualities of the certain
community and region. As for me, in the same way, I inherited the majority of the dances from my
grandfather. Today with our dance group we try to do the same, by the open dance classes not only in
Yerevan but also in regions we try to pass our treasures to the young generation who relatively do not
recognize his culture because of the urbanization. Though, there are many communities who keep their
traditions preserving the dances which dance during the rituals and other events, it is also due to the open
dance classes, that the dances haven’t lost their contemporary interest and fill with enthusiasm not only the
traditional elder people but also the young from different fields.
We shouldn’t miss another interesting fact.
Different variants of "Qochari" are included into the concert programs of dance groups from Armenia and
from many Armenian communities in different parts of the world. There are more than ten “Qochari”
versions from the regions of historical and present Armenia only in our group’s list of dances, and they are
inseparable part of our concert programs.
Dear Mrs. Bokova, we are applying to you expecting that Armenian traditional group dance "Qochari" will
have its anique place in the list of UNESCO in near future.

Sincerely Yours,

Gagik Ginosyan f# .
Art Director of “Karin fctﬂ( Jance aﬂd song group
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To: Mrs. Irina Bokova
Director General of UNESCO

Dear Mrs. Bokova,

The Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Armenia submitted the application
"Armenian Kochari. group traditional dance " for the inscription on the representative list
of intangible cultural heritage of Humanity for 2015.

The "Maratouk" folk-dance ensemble after Mgro Sargsyan was formed in 1983.
Since its foundation, the ensemble that presents national culture, safeguards hundreds
of songs and dances for transmission to next generations, in its dance program included
the variations of Kochari as a priority. In Alashkert, Aparan, Martuni, Talin and other
regions of Armenia the communities dance mainly “Msho khr” and other variations of
Kochari. The dance of Kochari imitates the moves of animals and is connected with the
cattle-breeding, fertility and reproduction of animals. Presently, almost everyone and
especially the youth dance Kochari on different occasions and celebrations. The
transmission chain of the dance has never interrupted.

The "Maratouk” ensemble carries out training programs, where a special accent
is put on Kochari. its importance, sacrament, variations are taught to children. It is worth
to inform that in 2013, in Bulgaria the ensembie was awarded with golden medal and
received world champion title, as well as diplomas in five nominations at the "World
Folk" international folklore competition. Ethnographic songs were presented at
competition and from the dances - "Msho khr" (Kochari) and Yarkushta. The dance
played a big role for earning such important accolades. As the ensemble has had many
tours in different countries, especially in the Armenian communities, and taking into
consideration the positive responses, as well as the big love and perception, we can say
with confidence that this dance is an important instrument for Armenians to demonstrate
their identity, unity and self-expression.

Dear Mrs. Bokova,

We assure that the inscription of the dance on the list of intangible cuitural
heritage will contribute to the consolidation of self-consciousness of Armenians both in
Armenia and in communities of Armenian Diaspora, and will play a significant role for
the preservation of Armenian identity.

Respectfully,

Mrs. Hasmik Baghdasaryan

Chairperson
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ppu-dyalmpunhl Zwowpuolubeb Saeglolkpognpmo

«Revival of Traditional Festivals»
Cultural-Educational Association

24.03. 2014

Dear Mrs. Bokova

The Armenian Republic has submitted one of its most important elements of seif-identity, the
Armenian traditional dance “Kochari” for its inclusion into UNESCO’s 2015-th list of non material
heritage of humanity. Kochari is not just one of the traditional dances; it's a strong self-

identification dance, described in legends and history of Armenia.

Since its foundation in 2007, our Tonatsuyts folk group has included Kochari in its repertoire as a
symbol, uniting Armenians all over the world, and has been widely presented both during our
European tourneys as well as workshops of traditional dances taking place within the framework of

«Armenia on the crossroads of peace» yearly International Folk Festivals.

Educational Center of our NGO, focuses on the preservation of Armenian, traditional cultural values
and their popularization through its heritage schools network. Taking into consideration the
significance of Kochari we have included this dance and its preserved varieties into our educational

program.

We are highly confident, that the inclusion of Armenian traditional dance Kochari into UNESCO’s
representation list will contribute for recognition of Armenian cultural heritage and intercultural

dialogue.
Best regards

Mrs. Hasmik Baghramyan e
President of “Revival of Traditional Festivals” Cultural-Educational NGO
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ap.30, 010 Yerevan, RA, Tel/fax: +374 (10)562374, e-mail: infolfarmfost.com ; warw symiest.com
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To: Mrs. Irina Bokova

Director General of UNESCO

Dear Ms. Bokova.

Our organization. as a cultural institution emphasizes the importance of
involvement of Kochari traditional group dance in the list of intangible cultural heritage
of UNESCO. as a human value.

The Kochari dance is widely spread in Armenia and is considered as a symbol
of human integrity and unity All people dance Kochari without age restrictions
though currently it has acquired a new meaning among youth and unigue comments
ft i1s danced during all holidays. family events and wedding. The dance is a source of
creative inspiration in the sphere of an executive art. where it is represented pursuant

to national style specifics.

Given the above-mentioned. we assume that involvement of Aimenian
traditional dance Kochari in the list of intangible cultural heritage would ensure

preservation of that cultural value. - and international acknowledgemerit

Professor T Poghosyan
People's Artist of Armenia

Chairman of "Sayat-Nova" cultural union



