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Certificate of Consent

Name of element: Nachi no Dengaku

This is to certify free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the above
mentioned element as a candidate from Japan for the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity stipulated in the Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Nachi no Dengaku is the performing art dedicated to the gods of Kumano on the
occasion of the festival on July 14th every year, and it has been preserved and
handed down since 600 years ago.

Dengaku literally means “farmers’ dance” and it is the performing art dedicated
for the repose of deities at the time of rituals to wish for an abundant harvest of

rice crops.

In order to carry on this significant form of art to future generations eternally,
the Kumano Nachi Taisya has engaged in the transmission of the skills and the
training of successors together with the Association for the Preservation of
Nachi Dengaku, and it has also actively financed the purchase and the
maintenance of its costumes and instruments and the cost of performances inside

and outside the community.

The shrine and its neighboring areas were heavily damaged by typhoon in
Sei)tember 2011, however, we have never daunted by the disaster and committed
ou@selves to strengthening the support to the Association for the Preservation of
Neﬁchi Dengaku aiming at the eternal transmission of the belief to Nachi-san and

Nachi no Dengaku.



Date: Year / Month / Day
2012 / o/ 23

Address: Nachisan 1, Nachikatsuura-cho, Higashimuro-gun,
Wakayama, 649-5301, JAPAN

Name of community or group concerned:
Kumano Nachi Taisya , a religous organization

Name of representative: Asahi Yoshihide

signature:

e Shlhiide
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Certificate of Consent

Name of element: Nachi no Dengaku

This is to certify free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the
above mentioned element as a candidate from Japan for the Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity stipulated in the
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Nachi no Dengaku is the performing art dedicated to the gods of Kumano
and it has been handed down for about 600 years together with the belief
to Nachi-san which has its origin in the nature worship. The efforts of the
Kumano Nachi Taisya and the local people made it possible to
continuously preserve the form of the dance of Nachi no Dengaku, which
has the longer history than performing arts such as Noh and Kabuki.

Wakayama Prefecture designated “Nachi no Himatsuri” (the Fire Festival
of Nachi) including Nachi no Dengaku as Intangible Folk Cultural
Property in August 1960 and engaged in its protection. In addition, we
have been offering supports in video recording of performances,
maintaining its costumes and instruments and organizing the opportunities
of performances.

The Kumano Nachi Taisya, to which Nachi no Dengaku is dedicated, is
one of Kumano Sanzan (Three Grand Shrines of Kumano), the component
of the UNESCO World Heritage Site “the Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage
Routes in the Kii Mountain Range”. We are, therefore, aiming at
conservation and utilization of the area through the combined efforts of the
government and the private sectors.

From the aspect of the preservation of cultural properties, Wakayama
Prefectural Government continues to be engaged in the preservation of
Nachi no Dengaku through fostering the successors, exhibiting resources
at museum facilities and ensuring the opportunities of the performance
inside and outside the prefecture in cooperation with related organizations.



The inscription of Nachi no Dengaku on the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity would surely bring pride to the
Kumano Taisya and the local people, and would also serve as important
driving forces of the activities for the accurate transmission of the precious
intangible culture to future generations.

Name of community or group concerned:

Wakayama Prefecture

Address: Komatsubara-dori 1-1, Wakayama-shi, Wakayama,
640-8585, JAPAN

Date: Year / Month / Day
2012/ 5 |/ 24

Name of representative: Hiromichi Nishishit

Superintendent of Wakayama Prefectural Board

signature: ggj/ A A el
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Certificate of Consent

Name of element: Nachi no Dengaku

This is to certify free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the
above mentioned element as a candidate from Japan for the Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity stipulated in the
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Nachi no Dengaku is performed at the time of festival of the Kumano Nachi
Taisya on July 14th.

It has been handed down from 600 years ago without changing the ancient
tradition and the forms of the art at the Kumano Nachi Taisya.

In the face of the danger of decline in its long history, it was the passion of

the Kumano Nachi Taisya and the local people which enabled to preserve it.

Nachi-san area where the Kumano Nachi Taisya is located is one of the
sacred sites and the component of the World Heritage Site “Sacred Sites
and Pilgrimage Routes in the Kii Mountain Range”. It is the important
mission for Nachi Katsuura Town to preserve and pass on these cultural

heritages to future generations.

In particular, Nachi no Dengaku is the representative traditional art of the
town, therefore, we have been supporting the training of the successors

aiming at the transmission of the tradition and the skills,

We are working on the recovery from the devastating damages caused by
typhoon in September 2011. We, the town and the local people, are proud of
Nachi no Dengaku because of its value as cultural property and the spirit of

the predecessors who have transmitted the tradition in the face difficulties.



The inscription of Nachi no Dengaku on the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity would be a great encouragement
to the residents of Nachi Katsuura Town in understanding the importance
of the efforts of predecessors for the transmission of the tradition and in

making every effort to pass it to future generations.

Name of community or group concerned:

Nachi Katsuura Town

Address: Tsukiji 7-1-1, Nachikatsuura-cho, Higashimuro-gun, Wakayama,
649-5331, JAPAN

Date: Year / Month / Day
2012 / 57 30

Name of representative: Shinichi Teramot
Mayor of Nachi Katsuura To

signature:
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Certificate of Consent

Name of element: Nachi no Dengaku

This is to certify free, prior and informed consent to the
nomination of the above mentioned element as a candidate from
Japan for the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity stipulated in the Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Nachi no Dengaku, the Association for the Preservation of Nachi
Dengaku has succeeded and handed down its skills and tradition
of the dance from predecessors in order to transmit and widely

spread.

Dengaku is characterized by its musical instruments played to
the sound of flute and the dance with steps in various formations
and it reflects the form of the old dance of Japan. Nachi no
Dengaku shows its reflection clearly and it has been highly

valued from an academic point of view.

In addition to the annual performance at the ritual festival of
the Kumano Nachi Taisya on July 14th, Nachi no Dengaku has been
performed to the public at various occasions inside and outside

the community.

In order to offer the opportunities to familiarize with ANachi
no Dengaku to the local people and visitors to Nachi—san, all
the members of the association would like to continue to be
committed to the transmission of Nachi no Dengaku through making

every effort including the training of the successors.



Name of community or group concerned:

Associaiton for the Preservation of Nachi Dengaku

Address: Nachisan 1, Nachikatsuura-cho, Higashimuro-gun ,
Wakayama, 649-5301, JAPAN

Date: Year / Month / Day
2012 / 5 / 23

Name of representative: Asahi Yoshihide

signature:




