PAGE  
1
Bahamas. 23 January 2004


23 January 2004

Inter-Regional Meeting of SIDS at Ministerial Level

to Review Implementation of the Programme of Action

on the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States

Nassau, The Bahamas, 26-30 January 2004

   Informal UNESCO Contribution to Panel Discussions

The agenda for the Bahamas meeting includes six panel discussions:

· Building resilience: strategies for overcoming risk, uncertainty and vulnerability in SIDS

· Implementing National Sustainable Development Strategies

· Enhancing competitiveness: trade, finance, entrepreneurship and partnerships

· Promoting cultural diversity, developing cultural  industries and empowering youth

· Towards knowledge based societies: building capacity for more effective application of science and technology in SIDS

· New challenges and emerging issues: managing health, addressing poverty, mobilizing the diaspora and controlling crime and violence.

On the following pages are grouped diverse reflections and information items on the six discussion themes, culled from various documents prepared (or being prepared) as part of UNESCO’s inputs to the Barbados+10 (B+10) review and Mauritius ’04 (M’04) forward-planning process.  These documents include: (a) a substantive review of recent and ongoing UNESCO activities relating to sustainable development in small islands; (b) a discussion document on “Small islands: Looking Forward – Beyond 2004”;  (c) a forward-looking planning document, setting out how UNESCO plans to assist SIDS beyond Mauritius ’04;  (d) UNESCO’s contribution to the UN Secretary General’s consolidated report, to be presented to the Commission on Sustainable Development in April 2004. 

Further information on UNESCO’s contribution to the BPoA is accessible through a dedicated cross-sectoral web-site (http://portal.unesco.org/islandsB+10) that has been developed as part of the Organization’s participation in the B+10/M’04 process. In addition to the forward-looking discussion document mentioned in the previous paragraph, topical components of this web-site include Biological diversity, Climate change and sea-level rise, Coastal and marine resources, Communicating and linking, Education and human resources development, Energy, Freshwater resources and waste management, Institutional capacities, Land resources, Natural disasters, Socio-cultural dimensions of small island development, Tourism, Youth. In turn, these various activities in SIDS build on UNESCO’s mandate in the fields of education, natural and social sciences, culture and communication, and on its role as interagency task manager for two chapters of Agenda 21: Chapter 36 on ‘Educating for a Sustainable Future’ and Chapter 35 on ‘Science for Sustainability’.
Further information

UNESCO Focal Point for Barbados+10

c/o SC/CSI

1 rue Miollis

75732 Paris Cedex 15

France

Fax: 33 1 45685808

E-mail: islandsBplus10@unesco.org
Internet: http://portal.unesco.org/islandsBplus10 
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Discussion I. Building resilience: strategies for overcoming risk, uncertainty and vulnerability in SIDS

Definition: Resilience
 can be considered as the ability of human societies and associated ecological systems of land and water to cope with, adapt to and shape change without losing options for future development.  Resilience includes the capacity to self organize and learn, and without it social and ecological systems become increasingly vulnerable.  It captures the ability to persist and the ability to adapt.  Thus vulnerability and resilience are intimately linked – loss of resilience leading to increased vulnerability, and vice-versa.  One central tenet of recent discussion (e.g. within the framework of the multidisciplinary Resilience Alliance
) is that resilience is a goal that should be promoted not for ecosystems or for social systems per se, but for social and ecological system interactions. The fundamental challenge is that of changing perceptions and behaviours, from the over-riding goal of increasing productive output to one of increasing adaptive capacity.

Studies on resilience: There are few documented studies on resilience within the context of small island developing states.  For example, a rapid overview of the Resilience Alliance’s on-line journal, Ecology and Human Societies (formerly called Conservation Ecology), would suggest that almost all field studies to date have focused on continental areas, often in respect to arid zones, rangelands, drainage basins, high latitude ecosystems and urban complexes.  In small-island situations, studies on resilience would appear to be principally focused on particular communities such as coral reefs, or on particular impacts such as climate change and sea-level rise, rather than on an ensemble of processes and their impact on a given island system or island group and contiguous marine areas. 

Resilience and the SIDS Programme of Action (PoA): As progress is being reviewed in 2003-2004 on the implementation of the PoA, the term ‘resilience’ has appeared on several occasions.  In June 2003, the Director-General of the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States reflected that “Resilience, adaptation, introspection, creativity, pro-action, are among some of the requirements of these new times”.  In September, the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) convened an experts’ meeting in Dominica on ‘vulnerability and resilience’.  In October, at the third regional preparatory meeting, one of four working groups was charged with the topic of ‘Building resilience’, more especially with those actions that build the maximum synergy in addressing the different dimensions of vulnerability.  And since mid-2003, “Fostering resilience in human societies and ecological systems in a sea of islands” has figured in a forward-looking discussion paper on UNESCO’s Barbados+10 web-site
.

Looking at issues positively: Interest in resilience may reflect a feeling among some stakeholders and observers that the negative connotations associated with ‘vulnerability’ should be tempered with the more positive ‘resilience’. Central to the overall goal of building resilience in small island systems is that of building bridges and networks of various kinds, in promoting effective collaboration between societal and organizational sectors; between regions; and between generations. If  vulnerability entails identification and analysis of problems, resilience implies a proactive, forward-looking approach: “OK, we’ve got problems, real problems, so let’s get together and do something about them”.

Future work: Support might usefully be mobilized for case studies and integrated pilot projects which seek to understand and build societal and ecological resilience in a small-island context, in the face of complexity, uncertainty and surprise. And more broadly, for embedding resilience in strategies, policies and practices for the sustainable development of small island developing states.
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Discussion II. Implementing National Sustainable Development Strategies
Cooperation between sectors, disciplines and institutions – making it happen:  The issues and challenges of sustainable development involve all societal sectors and impinge on the responsibilities of many different institutions.  Many islands – and indeed administrations in many other countries --still maintain a sectoral system of government with separate departments and ministries responsible for agriculture, industry, employment, etc.  Providing for cooperation between different sectors of government, the private sector and civil society requires, first of all, willingness on the part of all to have this happen.  And that willingness has to go beyond mere lip service.  The second requirement is finding the time and providing the resources and facilities to make this cooperation between all sectors happen.  This has to be itemized as a line item in budgets, included in job descriptions, and specified in action plans and strategies.  Otherwise, with all the goodwill in the world, it cannot happen.

This seeking of intersectoral connections and cooperation is consistent with the emphasis of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) on developing innovative partnerships. It is also somewhat analogous to the importance of the inter-relatedness between the five WEHAB (Water, Energy, Health, Agriculture, and Biodiversity) thematic areas, proposed by the UN Secretary General as a contribution to the WSSD
.

Consolidating progress at the national level. In the last decade, many SIDS have been able to report progress in at least some of the fields in the Barbados Programme of Action, for example in respect to the protection of the environment and improving the management of natural resources. Sustainable development councils have been established in some islands, and one recommendation would be to conduct an assessment of their achievements and limitations nationally and regionally. Continuing challenges are to promote more integrated approaches to development and poverty alleviation, .and to use feedback from different stakeholder groups to monitor and improve implementation. Another challenge would be to adapt and test concepts and approaches shown to be useful elsewhere, to the situation in particular small island developing nations: an example from UNESCO’s programmes would be the use of the biosphere reserve concept to the challenge of reconciling biodiversity conservation and sustainable development at the level of ‘whole island systems’ (land and contiguous marine ecosystems)
.
Consolidating progress at the regional and inter-regional levels: It is significant that the civil society consultations in both the Caribbean and Indian Ocean in October 2003, showed that from the viewpoint of civil society the fundamental issue is that of inclusion of civil society in governance (Caribbean statement) and provision of an enabling environment for civil society to participate in sustainable development (Indian Ocean statement). It is also important to realize that much has been achieved in the past ten years, e.g. a civil society consultation was held in the Caribbean (3-5 October 2003) before the SIDS regional preparatory meeting, and a similar consultation was held in the Indian Ocean (also 3-5 October 2003) after the first AIMS preparatory meeting but before the second AIMS preparatory meeting.  This is a considerable advancement compared to preparations prior to the 1994 SIDS meeting and should be taken into account when reviewing progress.  Yet in many ways the achievements underscore how much further there is still to go.
Addressing neglected dimensions. At the same time as making some progress in working towards sustainable development – particularly in terms of biophysical domains and environmental concerns – it has become increasing clear that other dimensions of sustainable development require special attention in National Sustainable Development Strategies. These dimensions include social cohesion, history, culture and education. Also recently emerged or emerging issues such as HIV/AIDS.

Building bridges: In planning and implementing National Sustainable Development Strategies, special attention may need to be given to the synergies of various kinds of interaction and cooperation, e.g. between the resident population and migrant overseas communities as well as immigrant communities; between the drop-outs and the achievers in the educational system; between the farmer and resort operator; within and between SIDS-regions, and between SIDS and neighbouring continental areas (what might be called ‘sideways’ cooperation’). Underpinning such synergies is recognition that development is most responsive when it is inclusive, participatory and transparent and when citizens are encouraged and given the means to voice their concerns on environment and development issues. 
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Discussion III. Enhancing competitiveness: trade, finance, entrepreneurship and partnerships

Promoting greater self-reliance. In traditional island societies with a non-formal economy, there was much inter-island exchange and interaction. But with today’s global monetary economy, there has been a major change in the scale and nature of small-island interactions with each other and with the wider world. While small islands cannot be expected to become totally self-sufficient, the search for greater self-reliance is seen as critical for many small island states, particularly given the perceived over-dependence of some countries on outside support and on narrowly based economies (e.g. economies dependent on tourism or export of a single monoculture crop). 

Working towards greater self-reliance calls for the implementation of wise policies and practices in poverty eradication and sustainable livelihoods, specifically such fields as population growth, economic consumption, waste management, tourism development, energy use and resource management. 

On finance, trade and investment. In the quest for economic development, small islands have pursued a range of strategies. Some have concentrated investment on a particular economic sector, or several sectors (e.g. mineral resources, commercial agriculture, textile manufacturing, tourism, financial services). Remittances from abroad, development assistance and resource licensing are other important sources of financial income. At the present time, many SIDS feel threatened by the way that regional and international trade agreements may give large service providers from metropolitan countries the right to compete on equal terms as small local providers.
UNESCO’s concern with trade and investment lies in the linkages with its fields of competence: culture, basic and natural sciences, social and human sciences, communication and information, and education. Ethical and philosophical considerations provide a principal entry point for the Organization’s participation in discussions on trade, investment and development aid in the lead-up to the Mauritius meeting and its follow-up. Exploring the ethical dimensions of small-island development, e.g. ethical codes of practice for donors and private investors, is one possible component of future work.  Other issues include the strategic importance of small islands, resource licensing in Exclusive Economic Zones, corruption and governance, foreign investment
, role of diaspora in socio-economic development, recreating cultural heritage. 

Inter-island support and linkages. There are many shared problems and issues between islands in different oceanic regions and between islands having different geopolitical affiliations, and  there is much to gain from exchange of experience and knowledge between and among small islands.  Most important is the need to develop, support and facilitate mechanisms whereby SIDS can provide assistance to each other on a regular and as-needed basis. 

Networking at the regional level. In addressing the challenges posed by smallness of land area, isolation and dependence, small-island countries in some regions have traditionally looked to regionalism, regional initiatives and networking. There are varying opinions on the effectiveness of regionalism among small-island states. There have been notable failures, particularly in terms of proposed political alliances. But there have also been well-documented successes, in such fields as education. On the other hand, some observers have commented that in certain parts of the world, individual regional organizations have taken over some national responsibilities for strategic planning and project management. Lessons learned from these various experiences could help shape future regional initiatives and may be of interest to other groupings of small states with similar challenges and interests.

Reconfirming the special case of SIDS. During the last decade or so, the governments and peoples of small island developing states have effectively argued that their countries experience specific developmental problems that call for special treatment at bilateral, regional and international levels. This special situation is reflected in documents such as the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation. Yet this need for special treatment has seemed to count for little in several recent rounds of international trade negotiations. 

There appears to be consensus that small island developing countries should continue to present a strong, unified front with a shared political voice, whilst also respecting differences and diversity. Here, full advantage needs to be taken of the B+10 process, and the development of a vulnerability index, to re-emphasize the case for special consideration.  However, by contrast, a concept emerging from the Pacific of ‘large ocean island states’ – small land areas but large ocean expanses that have major importance in terms of resources and transport – is one that could reinforce the negotiating position of some small-island nations.  For negotiating from a position of strength rather than from a position of weakness has obvious advantages.

Institutions working together. Another set of institutional issues concerns the Type II voluntary partnerships associated with the Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD): bringing together governments, international and regional agencies, non-governmental organizations, civil society and the private sector to tackle specific issues relating to sustainable development in small island situations. UNESCO and its Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission are involved in several such Type II partnerships involving SIDS, for example in respect to support for the implementation of coastal and ocean management programmes.
 

There are many other examples additional to those formally recognized within the WSSD-process. In the Caribbean, one concrete example supported by UNESCO relates to beach stability
 and the building of bridges over a period of nearly two decades between government and non-government organizations, communities, private sector groups and youth in thirteen small island countries/territories. 
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Discussion IV. Promoting cultural diversity, developing cultural industries and empowering youth
Many island peoples and societies have an in-depth appreciation of the cultural as well as the biophysical dimensions of development.  This is reflected in the priority given to the preserving of traditions, valuing local languages and promoting the identity and dignity of islanders.  It is also reflected in the increasing recognition world-wide of cultural diversity as “…one of the roots of development, not simply in terms of economic growth, but also as a means to achieve a more satisfactory intellectual, emotional, moral and spiritual existence.” (Article 3. UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity
.)

In human societies, culture can be considered as a foundation that shapes the whole system, contributing sustaining properties as well as enormous opportunities.  One challenge is that of recognizing and communicating the importance of these cultural values and at the same time investing in these assets (e.g. island music, traditional knowledge).

Promoting and applying standard-setting instruments. Several international legal instruments have been adopted by UNESCO for protecting the world’s cultural heritage: 

· Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict (The Hague, 1954) and its two Protocols (1954 and 1999);

· 1970 Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property;

· 1972 Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage (the World Heritage Convention);

· 2001 Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity;

· 2001 Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage; 

· 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.  

Six masterpieces from SIDS were featured among the first and second proclamations of ‘Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity’ in May 2001 and November 2003 respectively. Perhaps significantly, four of these masterpieces are the result of cultural ‘fusion’ between different parts of the world, while five of the six have a major musical component. 

Promoting cultural diversity and intercultural dialogue. The histories of the islands of the Caribbean and the Mediterranean, and of the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans, testify to the rich and important economic, social and cultural exchanges that small islands have given the world. Indeed, it may be appropriate to consider small islands as great crossroads of human cultural interaction, rather than as remote and isolated entities.  This is reflected through such recent and ongoing UNESCO projects as ‘Vaka Moana - the Ocean Roads’ in the Pacific and the ‘Slave Route’ initiative in the Caribbean and the Atlantic and Indian Oceans. 

In this regard, activities for promoting intercultural dialogue will be boosted through observance of 2004 as International Year for the Commemoration of the Struggle Against Slavery and its Abolition, with the annual observance of 23 August as International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its Abolition. Continued publication and diffusion of the six-volume ‘General History of the Caribbean’ will be combined with initiatives for enriching school curricula with materials and information from this long-term collective work (including Volume III on slave societies). Intercultural exchanges will be promoted using the logistic and cooperative frameworks provided by UNESCO conventions on the cultural heritage.

Promoting cultural industries. Several cross-cutting pilot activities are currently being undertaken in island settings on the use of cultural assets for raising living standards and preserving cultural heritage and cultural diversity. These include optimizing the development of cultural enterprises in SIDS, as agents of economic growth and national development, in such fields as handicrafts, design, music, print and multimedia publishing, film and television production and heritage tourism (e.g. the Youth Path project in the Caribbean). Emphasis should be placed on capacity building and research, encompassing the training of not only artists and craft persons but also administrators, managers, promoters, marketers, technicians, entertainment and copyright lawyers. 

For instance, the Global Alliance for Cultural Diversity
 of UNESCO unites partners from public, private and non-governmental sectors and serves as a catalyst of action in support of local cultural industries and intellectual property rights enforcement in developing countries and countries in transition. The Global Alliance bears due attention to SIDS specificities and strengthens the capacity of their cultural industries unleashing their positive impact on the growth of local economies while creating opportunities to distribute products regionally and gain access to markets overseas. Two pilot projects will be implemented on SIDS in 2004. “Creating opportunities for Cuban musicians” will equip young Caribbean musicians with the practical tools and knowledge in the fundamental principles of copyright and contractual practices applied both nationally and internationally in the music field and assist them in the development of their careers. Moreover, “Developing a national strategy for the music industry in Jamaica” aims to build a more professional industry whose needs are better understood by the government, benefiting not only the creative actors engaged in it, but the Jamaican economy as a whole. 

Another promising domain is the use of ICTs in the development of ‘black-collar’
 or academically linked economic activities in the small-island regions, by linking together creators in chains of production and marketing in creative enterprises/cultural industries. Examples include environmental science products (especially those involving sustainable marine resources and energy), design products and ICT-based cultural products such as film animation that require small pieces of input from many people.

Traditional knowledge. In many small island countries are found local communities who have long histories of interaction with the natural environment. Associated with many of these communities is a cumulative body of knowledge, know-how, practices and representations. These sophisticated sets of understandings, interpretations and meanings are part and parcel of a cultural complex that encompasses language, naming and classification systems, resource use practices, ritual, spirituality and worldview. This local and indigenous knowledge is a key resource for empowering communities to combat marginalization, poverty and impoverishment. And for the emerging knowledge societies, the judicious management of knowledge generated within local communities and knowledge entering from outside is one of the major challenges posed by globalization, and an essential step towards translating commitments to respect cultural diversity into meaningful action on the ground -- going beyond reorganization of these bodies of knowledge to actions like publications of indigenous materials.
Worldwide, recent years have seen widening recognition of the importance of what may be called traditional or local or indigenous knowledge, reflected for example in the debates associated with the 1999 World Conference on Science and the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development. Within UNESCO, traditional knowledge is being addressed in a range of activities in the fields of education, science, culture and communication. These activities include research on traditional resource use strategies and practices in land and water (including marine) ecosystems, initiatives to nurture new kinds of partnerships between indigenous peoples and multi-use protected areas, cultural dimensions of traditional knowledge, relationships between cultural diversity and biological diversity, ethnobotany and the equitable and sustainable use of plant resources, and the role of traditional knowledge within today’s knowledge societies. This work was boosted by the launching in 2002 of a new intersectoral initiative on Local and Indigenous Knowledge Systems in a Global Society (LINKS)
. Ongoing projects in the Pacific include those on preparing a multimedia presentation on traditional navigation and the infusion of local knowledge into secondary school curricula. 


Empowering youth.  Central to the concept of sustainable development is the notion of meeting the needs of present generations without compromising the ability of future generations to satisfy their own needs.  The importance of encouraging links between generations is reflected in various initiatives to provide young people from SIDS with opportunities to voice their opinions on environmental-development issues
.  Among these initiatives is a ‘Youth visioning for island living’ process whereby youth can be fully involved in the review of the programme of action for Small Island Developing States and its future follow-up, by articulating how they want their islands to develop in the future and how they plan to help make this happen. During the interregional preparatory meeting for the review of the SIDS Programme of Action, to be held in  Nassau 26-30 January 2004, a youth visioning for island living consultation will take place among Bahamian youth.  This will be a testing ground and provide valuable insight for the larger activity.
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Discussion V. Towards knowledge based societies: building 
capacity for more effective application of science and technology in SIDS
Building capacity. “We always keep building capacity but we never have enough – why?”  This comment by a SIDS delegate at the third UN regional preparatory meeting for B+10/M’04 (Port of Spain, October 2003) encapsulates many issues facing small-island nations as they attempt to enhance their human resources.  Re-assessment of education and capacity-building in a small-island context has to incorporate emerging opportunities (e.g. new partnerships, distance education) as well as long-standing issues such as the effects of migration, special needs at different levels, access to education, language issues, school curricula, on-the-job training, mentoring and many more besides.  

Promoting access to basic education (Education for All, EFA). Achieving the right to education for all is UNESCO’s overriding priority, encapsulated in six goals adopted by the Word Education Forum held Dakar in April 2000. In SIDS regions, critical issues (identified in EFA 2000 reports) include early drop-out from basic education, particularly by males.  Preparation of EFA National Plans of Action was a key task for countries during 2002-2003. Now, one of the central challenges is to mobilize human and financial resources to fulfil EFA commitments in the period 2000-2015. In the Caribbean, support for data collection, for the use of educational policy-simulation models and for national stakeholder consultations on national EFA goals and their implementation is also provided to Member States. Capacity-building efforts include the interrelation between EFA and HIV/AIDS. 

Contributing to quality improvement of education (all levels, formal and non-formal). UNESCO seeks to promote quality education by strengthening the capacity of countries to plan, manage and reform their education systems. Examples in UNESCO programmes and projects include the following: 

· Promoting Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) within the UN Decade for ESD starting in 2005

· Promoting entrepreneurship among those involved in the informal economy (joint initiative with the Commonwealth of Learning)

· Vocational skills development in SIDS, to meet the learning needs of disadvantaged groups

· Advocacy of curriculum renewal to promote values conducive to the development of peace, democracy, cultural diversity and environmental integrity

· Nurturing collaborative links between schoolchildren through the Associated Schools Network (e.g. Caribbean Sea project, Transatlantic Slave Trade Education project, Sandwatch project)

· Development of Earth observation and space activities in schools as an innovative approach to science and technology education

· Reinforcement of the UNITWIN/UNESCO University Chairs Programme in SIDS (currently 13 chairs in seven SIDS), as a prime means of capacity building at the higher education level through the transfer of knowledge and sharing in a spirit of solidarity with and between developing countries.

Building knowledge societies. Four key principles permeate UNESCO’s work on knowledge societies: freedom of expression, access to quality education, cultural and linguistic diversity, and universal access to information and knowledge, particularly in the public domain. These principles provided the leitmotiv of the Organization's contribution to the recent World Summit on the Information Society (Geneva, December 2003)
. Information and communication technologies (ICTs), including the internet, have brought about a new technological revolution in which services and products, based on skills, knowledge and know-how, are playing a central part. ICTs should be used to reduce poverty and to attain the Millennium Development Goals. 

ICTs and globalization. Today’s processes of globalization are in part driven by ICTs. Readily available new knowledge and information increasingly determine patterns of growth and wealth creation and open up possibilities for more effective poverty reduction and sustainable development. As reflected in the debates associated with the World Summit on the Information Society, ICTs have a crucial role to play in changing perceptions across all sectors of society, and in sharing experience and insights from one geographic setting to another.

ICTs and capacity-building: promoting experimentation and innovative practice, including distance education technologies. Scientific and technological advances are opening new avenues and environments for learning and teaching, capable of transforming societies as well as building knowledge societies.  UNESCO focuses in particular on the following questions: 

· How to use ICTs to accelerate progress towards education for all and throughout life?  

· How can ICTs bring about a better balance between equity and excellence in education?  

· How can ICTs help reconcile universality and local specificity of knowledge? 

· How can education prepare individuals and society to master and benefit from ICTs? 

Among recently launched initiatives, the Caribbean Universities Project for Integrated Distance Education (CUPIDE) is aimed at providing improved ICT and distance education technologies and programmes for five universities across the Caribbean, including the regional University of the West Indies. 

ICTs and small islands. In the last few years, considerable progress has been made in using ICTs within a small-island context. Examples within the programmes of UNESCO (and closely associated NGOs) include (a) inter-regional ‘Small Islands Voice’ initiative
 (which combines ICTs with print, radio, television and other media in promoting the involvement of the general public, including youth, in discussions on key environment-development issues, including via internet reaching over 13,000 persons), (b) multilingual, internet-based discussion on wise coastal practices for sustainable human development
 (which reaches more than 18,000 persons), (c) the development of community multi-media centres
 as a means of promoting local empowerment in isolated areas, and  (d) interactive community databases and web-sites of region-specific information .

Continuing challenges facing SIDS include optimizing the use of internet and other ICT tools for exchanging experience and insights among islands (including interregional exchanges), combining communication modes (e.g. community radio and the internet), improving communication with more isolated outer islands of various archipelagos, and overcoming obstacles and constraints (e.g. limited and costly internet access).  

Using ICTs to reforge sub-regional cultural linkages. ICTs provide a means to take advantage of the cultural strengths of island sub-regions.  These sub-regions were created through the forging of some of the world's most sophisticated pre-modern communications networks. That was good for sub-regional networking, but has not helped greatly to link them into the global networks of the late 19th and 20th centuries.  Now perhaps they can leapfrog back into a position of global relevance and importance through new ICTs, which would in fact be a culturally congruent strategy. Already this has been done for the small-island regions by the tourism industry, but in many cases this is exactly the kind of extractive, non-endogenous development that most small-island countries are now wary of encouraging.  As signalled under Discussion topic IV, modern ICTs could foster the development of cultural products (e.g. film animation) that require creative inputs from many people and that require an ICT base in any event. 
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Discussion VI
New challenges and emerging issues: managing health, addressing poverty, mobilising the diaspora and controlling crime and violence

HIV/AIDS. One of the most serious problems facing SIDS is HIV/AIDS.  Studies especially in the Caribbean  (International Institute of Educational Planning-University of the West Indies, 2003; Regional strategy on Education and HIV/AIDS for the Caribbean, UNESCO-Kingston and IIEP) have underlined the importance of the cultural dimension in the prevention and care of HIV/AIDS and the critical role of the education sector in response to the spread and impact of the epidemic. Intersectoral cooperation and partnership arrangements are crucial so as to focus on the cultural and educational dimensions, as well as innovative uses of media and communication in building targeted public awareness and behaviour change (among youth in particular) for the prevention of HIV/AIDS. In the Caribbean, UNESCO is working with a range of partners to facilitate inclusion of effective policies and practices for HIV/AIDS mitigation and prevention in formal and non-formal education: and in capacity building in ministries of education and other educational institutions regarding responsive mechanisms (e.g. pilot project in Jamaica).

Addressing poverty. UNESCO’s work on poverty reduction includes building national capacities for research and policy analysis and using its various areas of competence (in respect to education, natural and social sciences, communication and culture) as entry points for addressing poverty alleviation at national and regional levels.  Projects include the use of mass media and ICTs for promoting social and cultural cohesion among remote communities in the eastern Caribbean, arts and crafts as a window to job opportunities for the poorest young in the Pacific, improving the livelihoods of poor reef-dependent communities in the Indian Ocean.  Within the Local and Indigenous Knowledge Systems (LINKS) initiative, there will be a sharpened focus on poverty alleviation in small-island communities.

Crime, violence and other societal issues. The social and societal dimensions of development and daily life have received considerable public attention in the last few years in many small-island countries: widespread unemployment and underemployment, emigration-immigration movements and impacts of foreign labour, increases in crime and violence, substance use (alcohol, smoking, drugs), teenage pregnancy, health issues (especially HIV-AIDS), young persons at risk (in several countries, young males in particular), social fragmentation, racism and ethnic conflict. Issues and problems such as these have been discussed in detail by the general public on the Small Islands Voice global forum
 and by youth on the Small Islands Voice youth forum
. Opinion surveys
 conducted in some islands have indicated that these concerns are the priorities for islanders, over and above issues such as economy, education and health care. Responses will require far-reaching and long-term changes involving all sectors of society. 

Gender perspectives. Sustainable development requires the full involvement of men and women, boys and girls, in ensuring economic, social, cultural and ecological vitality. Among UNESCO’s priority activities: 

· Working for gender equality in education at all levels, in all its forms and in all fields, throughout life

· Women and men having equal access to science and technology

· Upholding cultural diversity and pluralism with emphasis on women's human rights

· Equal access to and representation in the media and information and communication technologies 

Future studies may include gender analysis studies in contrasting SIDS to determine ways in which gender bias works to maintain gender inequality, identification of strategic options for countering bias and inequality, and support to initiatives aimed at promoting boys’ achievement and masculine identities and reducing violence in schools in the Caribbean.

� These paragraphs are based on a recent (January 2004) discussion piece “Adapting to change: resilience in small islands” posted on the UNESCO Wise Coastal Practices (WiCoP) internet discussion forum: � HYPERLINK http://www.csiwisepractices.org/?read=485 ��http://www.csiwisepractices.org/?read=485�


�  � HYPERLINK http://www.resalliance.org ��http://www.resalliance.org�


�  � HYPERLINK http://portal.unesco.org/islandsBplus10 ��http://portal.unesco.org/islandsBplus10�


� � HYPERLINK http://www.johannesburgsummit.org/html/documents/wehab_papers.html ��http://www.johannesburgsummit.org/html/documents/wehab_papers.html�


� � HYPERLINK http://www.unesco.org/mab/sustainable/3address.htm ��http://www.unesco.org/mab/sustainable/3address.htm�





� Reference can be made to a recent discussion on foreign and local investment in small island development, posted on UNESCO’s Small Islands Voice global forum: � HYPERLINK http://www.sivglobal.org/?read=30 ��http://www.sivglobal.org/?read=30�





� � HYPERLINK http://www.udel.edu/CMS/csmp/globaloceans/pdf/ApprovedPartnerships.pdf ��http://www.udel.edu/CMS/csmp/globaloceans/pdf/ApprovedPartnerships.pdf�.


� � HYPERLINK http://www.unesco.org/csi/wise2b.htm ��http://www.unesco.org/csi/wise2b.htm�


� � HYPERLINK http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0012/001271/127160m.pdf ��http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0012/001271/127160m.pdf�


� http:// � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/culture/alliance" ��www.unesco.org/culture/alliance�


� ‘Black-collar workers’: designers/artists/photographers/critics, etc., who typically dress in black, are self-employed and use the internet as their infrastructure. 


� � HYPERLINK http://unesco.org/links ��http://unesco.org/links�


� � HYPERLINK http://www.unesco.org/csi/smis/siv/YoungIslanders/youthforum.htm ��http://www.unesco.org/csi/smis/siv/YoungIslanders/youthforum.htm�


� � HYPERLINK http://www.unesco.org/wsis ��http://www.unesco.org/wsis�


� http://� HYPERLINK http://www.smallislandsvoice.org ��www.smallislandsvoice.org�


� http:� HYPERLINK http://www.csiwisepractices.org ��www.csiwisepractices.org�


�� HYPERLINK http://portal.unesco.org/ci/ev.php?URL_ID=1263&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201&reload=1074537703 ��http://portal.unesco.org/ci/ev.php?URL_ID=1263&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201&reload=1074537703�








� � HYPERLINK http://www.sivglobal.org ��http:/www.sivglobal.org�


� � HYPERLINK http://www.sivyouth.org ��http://www.sivyouth.org�


� � HYPERLINK http://www.unesco.org/csi/smis/siv/inter-reg/Issue-compil.rtf ��http://www.unesco.org/csi/smis/siv/inter-reg/Issue-compil.rtf�








