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THE CHAINS | cannot help but ask myself if it is re- instead of only focusing on whose fault it
ally “large sums of mon&which need to is that the continent has almost found it-

OF DEPENDENCY be raised for Africa to build in terms of self relegated to the dustbin of interna-

technology. Or are we just forgetting andtional interest. Africa must learn how to

ignoring what history should have taughtgradually cast off its chains of dependency.

us by now? While it is a fallacy that all | will at this point leave you with

politicians are corrupt, keen followers of Dostoevsky's axiom:Man holds the rem-

I:F| |:| Dossier No. 75 deserves events in Africa will quite agree with me edy in his own hands...”

a special place in your archives for describin the valid generalization that more than

ing in graphic details the glaring advan-half of the loans given by world donors and |:|

tages and disadvantages the new informasreditors have never reached the continent’s

tion technologies are going to have on sosoil. If we seriously want to bridge the ever-Alphonsou A. Yarjah maintains that above all Africa’s

ciety while also suggesting means of curbwidening gap between the North and Southygerdevelopment ensues from the dictatorships im-

ing the polarizing effect of the presagedAfricans, of whom | consider myself to be

global village. Moma Aly Nidaye’s article a dedicated supporter, must learn to ste

on “The Race Against Marginalizatibn up efforts in tackling their own problems

drew my attention the most. While this ar-instead of heavily relying on foreign riencing extraordinary economic growth despite their

ticle is not devoid of useful suggestions, itbailouts. If not, Africa shall remain a poor authoritarian regimes.

deserves commenting. His argument thatousin of the developed world. Most importantly, Africa is now undergoing an acceler-

the political will to invest is ‘beginning to We must also not forget that help is al-

take shape’ is at best hypocritical, and awvays slow in coming when Africa needs it . Y )

worst misleading. While a few projects aremost. There can be no better example tQthers, are seen with the flourishing number of inde-

worth mentioning, such isolated examplesllustrate this than when Rwandans werependent press and radio stations, which Sources regu-

are not enough to advance the conclusioabandoned to their fate while the Europeariarly reports on. Ed.

that many African countries are incontest-community and America worked to mini-

ably ready for any meaningful change onmize the bloodshed in the former Yugosla-

the continent. via. We now see the speed and ease at which

It is no secret that today most of Afri- billions of US dollars pour into the econo-

ca’s leaders are those who have mountethies of the former Warsaw Pact countries,

power through military take-overs. Theremost of which are rife with civil wars. All

are also those who have out-lived their useef which vindicates the belief that Africa

fulness but have nevertheless refused tshall never be offered that political um-

hand over power, thus hampering the trudrella provided for former Cold War en-

transfer of democratic tenets to Africa. Thisemies.

also gives ground to justify the reason why  On their part, donors and creditors

Africa has been left behind in terms of de-should stop dishing out money directly to . : . P

velopment by most of Latin American and African governments. It is high time that Begmmng with this ISSUE,

Asian countries, even though it was not sghe North tried working with indigenous or UNESCO Sources

long ago that they were travelling in thejoint companies when carrying out devel- is available on

same lorry of underdevelopment. The newopment programmes in the South, provided

technologies are making the spread of inthat the identity, strategy and objectives of

Alphonsou A. Yarjah
Librarian
St. Petersburg (Russia).

Bosed by its leaders. This position is somewhat doubt-
ful with so many countries outside the continent expe-

ated process of democratization, signs of which, among

formation almost uncontrollable even for the companies involved are clearly spelt out -

the developed world, and at a speed whictand that they agree to a group continually

is quite unpalatable for most African lead-monitoring their activities and also agree

ers. Thus we can expect these leaders t® sign a pact forbidding them from having under the heading'
give high priority to stemming the tide of accounts outside the country. . ) )
expected criticism by muzzling those in  In conclusion, if any veritable pro- publlcatlons
favour of the transfer of such technologiesgramme is to succeed in Africa, political at our address:

or by keeping their citizens in the dark sidescientists should engage themselves in find-

of their rule by totally obliterating the com- ing answers to the following age-old ques- http://www.unesco. org
mon man’s consciousness and by adoptingions: why, when and how did Africa get

policies denying access to information. itself beset with so many carking problems
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WHAT WE MAKE THEM

L ong before the UN World Conferences on Women,
Human Rights or Population, the passions and tensions
these subjects evoke ran high. True, the subject matter in
each case touched on religious or cultural, and even
political, taboos. By comparison, the opening of the “City-
summit” in Istanbul raised barely a ripple. Should this be
read as a sign of lassitude vis a vis these “grand masses”,
the effects of which are rarely felt in the immediate
aftermath? Is it an indication that cities are not a “hot”
enough subject? Or can it be read as an admission of
impotence in front of an urban explosion that renders
illusory any attempt to manage the future?

In less than 10 years from now, more people will live in
the cities than outside of them. Most of this growth will
take place in the third world. By 2015, developing coun-
tries will be home to 27 of the world’s 33 “mega-cities”
(more than eight million inhabitants). Bombay, Jakarta,
Karachi, Lagos, Sao Paulo and Shanghai will each shelter
more than 20 million people.

The objective is not to reverse the trend, but to prevent the
city of tomorrow from becoming the home of all of soci-
ety's ills. How? The tools are already available, but, for
the most part, only on paper. What is missing is the hand
to guide them and the head to lead them.

The preparatory work for Habitat Il emphasized that the
solution lies in giving priority to the grass roots: the
inhabitants and the organizations that directly represent
them. Certainly, nothing can be achieved without them - in
the urban environment more than anywhere else. But to
make them carry the candle alone, to minimize state
involvement or to avoid infringing upon the holier-than-
thou laws of the market-place, would marginalize their

actions, however beneficial they may be.

A sound urban policy is essential. And it will work provided

it is conceived by all the actors concerned and applied from

bottom to the top.
René LEFORT

FOCUS

Pages 6 to 16

BEYOND THE MONUMENTS:
A LIVING HERITAGE



BOOKS
|

TALENTED WOMEN

Nalda, Aminata, Babriela,
Ramrati and Mel - they come
from different backgrounds in
places as diverse as Mali,
Colombia and Australia, yet all
share one thing: they are
craftswomen. By presenting their
work, the book tells the stories of
their lives and how they have
achieved “fulfilment through
traditional techniques which they
have managed to adapt to the

.ﬁ._. s g

requirements of contemporary
society ... by linking the past
with the present, daily experi-
ence with that of dreams, the
ordinary with the sublime and
the useful with the artistic.”

e  Talented Women, edited
by Jocelyne Etienne-Nugue,
Women plus series, UNESCO
1995, 112 pp., 130 FF.

CULTURAL DYNAMICS IN
DEVELOPMENT PROCESSES
Based on papers submitted to
the international conference of
the same title, organized in the
Netherlands in 1994, this book
uncovers the “missing link” - the
cultural dimension deemed
essential if we are even to hope
of attaining sustainable human
development in reducing the
widening gap between rich and
poor while assuring natural
resources for future generations.
Cultural anthropologists, social
scientists, environmental and
health specialists point to the
failure of “ready-made”
imported development models -
from the ecological disasters of
misused pesticides to the harm

resulting from the refusal to
valorise women’s roles within
family structures differing from
the western nuclear family unit.
While pointing to past mistakes,
the articles try to come to terms
with the giant question mark
which culture represents - how
can we incorporate this
dimension when designing
programmes and projects? The
papers elucidate the complexi-
ties involved by thinking through
conceptual problems and also
focusing on the specific
interactions between culture and
agriculture, health and educa-
tion. All of which provides the
fodder needed for policy-
makers, researchers and
students to further their discus-
sions in finding alternative
solutions.

e  Cultural Dynamics in
Development Processes, edited
by Arie de Ruijter and Lieteke
van Vucht Tijssen, UNESCO/
Netherlands Commission for
UNESCO 1995, 285 pp., 80 FF.

WORLD GUIDE TO HIGHER
EDUCATION

The third edition offers a myriad
of essential details concerning
the higher education systems of
some 160 states. With succinct
profiles describing each
country’s institutional structure,
teaching requirements, degrees
and diplomas awarded as well
as the requirements for entry at
every level, the guide enables
readers to evaluate the aca-
demic and professional
qualifications awarded. The aim
is to contribute to international
mobility by making it easier to
recognize ‘foreign’ higher
education qualifications.

e  World guide to higher
education - A comparative
survey of systems, degrees
and qualifications, third
edition, UNESCO 1996, 571
pp., 220 FF.

TEACHER TRAINING AND
MULTICULTURALISM:
NATIONAL STUDIES

With the international market,
AIDS and information

superhighways spreading, we
live in a world of heightening
tensions and imbalances ready
to explode with cultural differ-
ences placed centre-stage. It isn’t
enough to just condemn the
violence but anticipate and
prevent it. Recognizing the
teacher’s role in the socialization
process, UNESO:IBE has
launched a project to study and
improve their training in multi-
and intercultural education. This
book presents the outcomes of
the project’s initial teacher
training systems in eight
countries at various development
levels and in different regions.
From Bolivia, the Czech Republic
and Jordan to Senegal, the
papers point to the difficulty in
getting teachers and students to
overcome simplistic thinking and
ethnocentric attitudes when
faced with complex problems
concerning their natural, social,
cultural and economic environ-
ments. By looking to the specific
examples of these national
studies, the book provides
insight in dealing with the
contradictory trends now
dominating: the standardization
of cultural patterns and the
search for basic reference points
for cultural identity.

e Teacher Training and
Multiculturalism: National
Studies, edited by Radl
Gagliardi, Studies in Compara-
tive Education, UNESCO/
International Bureau of Educa-
tion 1995, 226 pp., 200 FF.

COMPACT DISCS
|

VIET NAM - COURT THEATRE
MUSIC: HAT-BOI

Hat b6i , the traditional Viet-
namese court theatre music first
codified in the beginning of the
14th century, has risen in
popularity since the 19th century
with performing troupes
travelling from village to village.
More vocal than instrumental,
the performance centres on
declamations, with rants, moans,
sighs and wailing expressing
sorrow, vengeance, serenity and
suffering. The poetry and song
recitations are accompanied by
battle and rice drums, bronze

UNESCO SOURCES No.

gongs and lutes in recounting
the woeful tales of lovers
separated by battle, vixens and
royal intrigue.

e Viet Nam - Court Theatre
Music: Hat Boi, Anthology of
Traditional Music, UNESCO/
AUVIDIS 1995, 145 FF

PERIODICALS
|

THE UNESCO COURIER
Societies have always been
confronted with the plague
known as corruption. The June
issue seeks to uncover its roots in
analyzing the motivations
involved and its various forms.
The articles also focus on
corruption’s latest phase linked
to the market's globalization
and the formation of
transnational mafias. But above
all, this issue asks about the
dangers unleashed against
democracy and enumerates the
means to effectively fight this
“virus of power” which could
completely throw off the world’s
economic equilibrium and
countries’ cherished political
freedoms.

The Organization's publications
and periodicals are on sale at the
UNESCO Bookshop as well as in
specialized bookstores in more
than 130 countries. In each
Member State, books and
periodicals can be consulted in
subscribing libraries.

For more information: UNESCO
Editions, 7 Place de Fontenoy,
75352 Paris 07 SP.

Tel: (33 1) 45 68 49 73,

Fax: (33 1) 42 73 30 07,
Internet:HTTP://WWW.
UNESCO.ORG
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JEAN CLOTTES: JAMEL BALHI:
A CULTIVATED CAVE MAN REFUSING ALL LABELS

Jean Clottes is convinced that and energy focused on hisresearch ] amel Balhi began his life Since his return in 1990,
he will live to be one hundred. - he applied for the job of prehis- the day he decided to jog Jamel has fallen into his old ways
“I've already warned my children toric antiquities director for the around the world'l love to read,  with Norway’s North Cape, Aus-
and my seven grandkids. YouMidi-Pyrenees region without write, take photos, long walks, tralia, Scotland... Byffeelancing
know, prehistory is a preservative expecting much... And he got the jog and meet people - to feel free.in religion” or “taking a little

- I'm constantly learning and job! Four years later - almost no I've managed to combine all of from each one in making my
keeping myself in shageThe time at all as anyone familiar these activities in one thing: the owr’, Jamel hit the roads of faith
healthy optimism of this French with the French administration voyage.”But his kind of travel- on 15 May for a year-long jour-
knows - he earned a transfer toling is the tour guide’s worst ney from Lourdes to Lhassa by
the Ministry of Culture.For me, nightmare: entirely by foot, in way of Rome, Jerusalem, Mecca
this was an extraordinary suc- stretches of 60 to 80 kml §o and Benares.The idea came
cess. You've got to realize that straight into the heart of the coun- from staying with people of reli-
for 15 years | had been an Eng- try, where no tourist agency can gions which are very different but
lish professor”’ take me’ whose welcome was all the same

He started his new career at It all began ten years ago, so kind” This is what led him to
a good time, with several big dis- “the day | decided to go for tea believe in the existence of arfi-
coveries leading him to special- at a Chinese friend’s house. | versal consciencereaching be-
ize in cave drawings of which he met him by chance on a yond particularism and differ-
is now an expert known world- sidewalk in Munich waiting for ences.
wide. Another Surpris€ camein  a taxi.” At 23, he stopped his It is a conviction shared by
1991 when he was elected presi-studies in physical therapyl “* UNESCO which has provided
prehistorian, who looks a good dent of the International Council thought of leaving right away, him with support and entrusted
ten years younger than his age ofon Monuments and Sites. Be- but after sleeping on the idea, him with several $mall man-
63, lives on more than that: the coming a close mate of dates. A professional photogra-
chance he has had - or that he hat)NESCO, he is consulted every “ pher, Jamel will fill in icono-
made happen - throughout histime a country proposes inscrib- graphic gaps in theSilk Roads -
life. ing a prehistoric site on the World Roads of Dialoguewhich criss-

At 20, Clottes almost missed Heritage List. In December 1994, cross those of faith. He will also
his calling. Initiated as a child to it was Clottes whom the Organi- act as abridge’ with Associated
the mysteries of grottoes with a zation turned to in dealing with Schools found along the way and
father impassioned by speleology the thorny dossier of the Foz Coa clubs affiliated with the Interna-
who made him ¢rawl into holes  site in Portugal (seBourcesNo. _ & tional Fund for the Development
where adults couldnt fit, thisac- 68). Based on his reportg of Physical Education and Sports.
tivity was nothing more than a UNESCO's last General Confer% “When | come back, I'll point out
hobby. ‘One day, my father found ence decided to turn priority atg those which are in the most diffi-
a sepulchral grotto with the re- tention to the protection of theg cult positions’
mains of human skeletons. This isworld’s cave drawings. z Naturally talkative, Jamel
the kind of thing that really gets a “The gigantic museum whiclg closes like a clam when the dis-
kid's imagination” exists in nature is exposed to cussion turns to his childhood,

His cave experiences soonenormous damage. Actually, if | told myself that it would be parents and origins. He fires a
caught up with him. Becoming an you look at things from an ar- better to organize the trip. It “No commeritbefore leaving. f
English professor at a college in chaeological point of view, eve- took me a year: | read an enor- was born on an April day in 1963
Foix, his home region, he beganrything ends up disappearing. mous amount and took Chineseand since then | have crossed 75
taking university classes in pre- What will remain of our own civi- classes.”Why China? ft was countries while jogging and shak-
historic archaeology during his lization in a 1,000 years?Per- far, unknown and certainly ingthe hands of thousands of peo-
spare time. After writing a thesis haps a few bones from a century-dangerous. It wasn't really ple.|won'tlet myself be labelled.
on the dolmens of Lot - which old preshistorian found in a cav- China that attracted me and | embarked on these voyages pre-

-

Al

took 12 years of work and cer-

tainly some heated moments in

his family life with so much time

ern in the Foix region...

Sophie BOUKHARI

even less the tea - | prefer coffeecisely to break down the borders
- but the route,"a total of 27,000 which lead to waf

km in two and half years.

e “I hope that this SQUARE
OF TOLERANCE will be a
beacon, a symbol throughout the
world so everyone will remem-
ber what intolerance can

breed,” declared Leah Rabin, 1
May, during the inauguration of

the garden created at UNESCO
in homage to her husband,
Yitzhak Rabin, who was
assassinated on 4 November
1995.

Designed by Israeli artist Dani
Karavan, the square “recalls the

path of peace, with its shadows
and light,” said Director-
General Federico Mayor, in
underlining that “tolerance is
neither docility, concession nor
indulgence, but rather the
overture to the other.”

UNESCO SOURCES No.

Israeli Prime Minister Shimon
Peres paid tribute to the courage
of Yitzhak Rabin “who permitted
the pit of hate to be filled... in
order to sow the flowers of hope
on the battlefields soaked with
blood.”
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The Fes Medina - an urban historic centre par excellence - was
inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1981 (Photo ©
Patrimoine 2 001/ Fondation La Caixa, Eric Bonnier).
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This month’s dossier

BEYOND THE MONUMENTS:
ALIVING HERITAGE

To liberate the notion of ““heritage” from its predominantly western vision and an overly structured
approach. Such is the new philosophy guiding the ““‘global strategy““, which aims to open up the World
Heritage List (see below).

This idea breaks with an essentially “monumental*‘ conception that has its origins in Europe (p.8) , and
is the fruit of years of reflection and debate, led by people such as Niger's Lambert Messan (p.10).

Its application opens the way for recognition of far more complex sites, such as Abomey (p.15) that
incorporate the belief systems and traditional knowledge of living cultures. It also reconnects the
artifically separated categories of ““natural*“ and ““cultural® heritage by introducing the new
classification of ““cultural landscapes™ (pp. 9 and 12-13). These fundamental changes are accompanied
by a much more dynamic approach to conservation, based on the active participation of a wider range
of actors, from local populations - as in the French town of Vezelay (p.16) - to international consortiums

as in the case of Vilnius in Lithuania (pp.11 and 14). e

e happiest days of our lives? Or themany disparities both in geographical dis- Secondly, the new vision is more

worst? Twenty years, in any case, is aribution and with regard to the propertiesclearly historical and anthropological,
good time to take stock. The Conventionthemselves: a preponderance of Europeanased to a greater extent on the social, cul-
of 1972 concerning the Protection of theand North American sites (over half); of tural and spiritual significance of a site,
World Cultural and Natural Heritage is ahistoric cities and religious edifices; of rather than on its form. In Africa, Oceania
case in point. Four years after launching th&hristianity (72% of religious sites) and of or in the Caribbean in particular, what is
process of reflection which shook certaindefunct civilizations, to the detriment of transmitted from generation to generation
of its fundamental ideas, this text, ratifiedliving cultures. This analysis also shed lightis more a set of rules for the organization
to date by 146 States, appears to have fourah the disproportion of cultural (78%) and of space than a tangible property.
a second wind, animated by a more balnatural (22%) properties and the necessity The ideas developed by the World Her-

anced notion of heritage. to break down the divisions between thdtage Centre on cultural landscapes, sacred
The convention was adopted bytwo categories. places or trade routes thus allow for rec-

UNESCO's General Conference at a time ognition of the specific cultural heritage of

when decolonization, nearly accomplished HUMANIZING hitherto marginalized regions. At the same

was opening the way for recognition of theThis analysis led, in 1994, to a revision oftime, this process has produced a third re-
planet's cultural diversity. It was nonethecriteria in line with a new “global strat- sult: the recognition of the interactions be-
less the outcome of concepts born at thegy”. Born of the recognition that the tween cultural and natural sites.
beginning of the century, when the concertVorld Heritage List, out of step with In recent years, the List has been en-
of nations, dominated by European pow{rogress made over 20 years in the huriched by several “non constructed” sites,
ers, left little place for other voices to beman sciences, risked losing its credibil-such as Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park
heard. This is the paradox of the convenity by privileging the monuments of a few (Australia), inscribed in 1994, which the
tion and the “guidelines” which ruled its isolated cultural basins, this new approaciborigines endow with strong spiritual
application, and notably inscription of aimed first of all, at progressive elimina-power and whose landscape they have
properties on the World Heritage List.  tion of the notion of the artistic masterpiece modified accordingly; the sacred Maori
When, in 1992, the hour came to re-linked with the old “Seven Wonders of the volcanos of New Zealand; and the terraced
view the Convention’s achievements, itsWorld” logic. There is no question, of rice fields of the Philippines. With their tan-
anomalies also came clearly into focus. Theourse, of tearing down the notion of herit-gible and intangible dimensions, natural
text appeared as favouring a “monumenage - Mont-Saint-Michel or the Taj Mahal and cultural, these sites testify to ancient
tal” vision of heritage, corresponding towill always have their place on the List. civilizations, often still alive, but almost
western aesthetic canons. A close examiRather, the aim is to humanize in order taalways threatened.
nation of the List revealed, for example,universalize. Sophie BOUKHARI
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Dossier

THE DESIRE TO PROTECT AND PRESERVE

Human societies have always tried to preserve the sacred and the beautiful. A brief history
of an essentially human characteristic.

Nobody can deny that the wanton de-Przyluski as having advanced in 1553the end of the 19th century most of
struction of temples, statues and other‘that all belligerents should respect works Europe’s monuments were protected by
sacred things is pure follysaid Greek his- of art, but not only because of their reli- legislation and a concerted effort was be-
torian Polybius back in the second centurygious character” Swiss jurist Emer de Vattel ing made to establish an agreement be-
before the Christian Era. wrote early in the 18th century thiate-  tween the nations of Europe to protect cul-
Was he not expressing the same sort gfriving a people of that which makes theirtural heritage in times of war.
thinking that lays behind today’s efforts to hearts glad, their monuments and arts ... is
protect“cultural heritage”? to act as an enemy of the human species” NATIONAL TO UNIVERSAL
Throughout the ages, evidence can be According to Cleere, the renewal of However, while each of these developments
found of the desire to protect the places andistorical studies over this period, and theadded momentum to the idea of protection,
objects held sacred to society; those thingemergence of a linear view of history in cultural heritage remained essentially an
that identified a people or a culture and tiedvhich societies were seen as having culaffair of the state. This began to change with
them to a particular location or way of life. tural links extending back over time alsothe establishment of the League of Nations
In Europe, up until the Renaissance, theeinforced the idea of a national or culturalafter World War I. The League sought last-
Church was the main defender of the saheritage.“Relics of earlier phases were ing peace through universalism and intel-

cred. In 1425, Pope Martin V ordered the
demolition of new buildings which were
liable to cause damage to ancient monu
ments in Rome and in 1462, Pope Pius |
pronounced the Bull“Cum alman
nostram urbem”to protect the city’s an-
cient monuments. In 1534, Pope Paul 11l
established an antiquities commission
with broad powers for the protection of
ancient structures.

A CERTAIN AMBIVALENCE
These measures were largely restricted t
religious edifices, were enforced with a cer-
tain ambivalence and did not extend to the
sacred sites and objects of others: the Re
ormation in England used the monasterie:
and abbeys of the outlawed Roman Catho
lic orders as quarries, while the Spanish sim
ply melted down ancient gold and silver ob-
jects seized from the peoples of the colo:
nized Americas.

Significant change came in 1666 whe
the Swedish monarch declared that all rel
ics from antiquity, including archaeologi-

lectual cooperation, based on the recogni-
tion of different cultures. Cultural heritage
was a major vehicle for working towards
this ideal. The world’s outstanding monu-
ments, archaeological finds and classical
works of art were the heritage of the whole
of humanity. These works stood as testi-
mony, not only to the genius of a particular
people, but to human beings everywhere.

This idea underpinned UNESCO'’s
thinking when it took over the League’s
activities in this domain after World War
1. However, defining exactly what consti-
tuted a heritage dbutstanding universal
value” proved extremely difficult and the
vision that prevailed was clearly eurocen-
tric and monumentalist. Those cultures that
did not build in stone or leave massive edi-
fices had difficulty getting thelftheritage”
recognized.

A major turning point came in 1972
with the UN Conference on the Human
Environment in Stockholm. For the first
time, debates on preservation began to in-
clude the environment. Culture and nature,

cal sites, were the property of the crownseen to be important documents in recordif not seen as interactive, were at least
“For the first time the intrinsic importance ing that continuity, and as such they be-linked. As a result, later that year,

of the remains of the past was acknowlcame worthy of care and preservation.”
After the Peace of Westphalia in 1648,the Convention Concerning the Protection

edged in a national legal code)irites

UNESCO’s General Conference adopted

British archaeologist Henry Cleere'iAr-  treaties began regularly to include clause®f World Cultural and Natural Heritage.

chaeological Heritage Management in thestipulating the restitution to their place of

With 146 states parties, it has become

Modern World”. Over the next two centu- origin of archives and works of art seizedthe Organization’s mosfpopular” con-
ries several other monarchies followed suitin warfare. In 1815, writes Toman, the al- vention. Now, at the close of the century,

At the same time, Europe’s jurists werelies decreed the restitution of art worksit is also broadening its vision, in an at-
raising the idea that protection should beaken to France by Napoleon on thetempt go beyond the narrow categories of
extended to works of art. Jiri Toman in hisgrounds, set down in a circular letter writ- culture and nature and to truly fulfil its mis-
commentary on the Hague Conventionten by Lord Castlereagh, that their theftsion of protecting heritage that belongs to
“The Protection of Cultural Goods in “was contrary to all principles of justice all of humanity.

Armed Conflict”, cites Polish jurist Jacquesand the practices of modern warfareBy

Sue WILLIAMS
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Dossier

BEYOND THE MONUMENTS

Cultural landscapes represent a new vision that reconnects culture and nature, and opens the World
Heritage List to a non-monumental heritage not previously acknowledged.

The Uluru Kata-Tjuta National Park in people or has been influenced by people.in Germany, both of which are inscribed as
the Western Desert of Central AustraliaTo encompass this still emerging and moreultural sites); the organically evolved land-
is one of the continent’s best known land-anthropological vision of the world, and scape resulting from an initial social, eco-
marks. Its geological and landform featuresto change the World Heritage List from anomic, administratrive and/or religious im-
including the vast sandstone monlolith ofsimple catalogue of monuments to an overperative, such as fossil landscapes (Stone-
Uluru and the nearby rock domes of Kataview of the great diversity of the different henge and Avebury in the U.K, also
Tjuta, are unique, and it is home to rare and
scientifically important plant and animal
species.
Uluru is also a sacred place for the
Aboriginal Anangu community. According
to Australian archaeologist and heritag
conservationist, Sarah Titchetmany of
its striking rock features are the trans-
formed bodies or implements of the crea
tive heroes of Anangu religion. The con-
servation and management of the Uluru-
Kata Tjuta National Park are guided by
Anangu law and tradition, known as
Tjukurpa (the Dreamtime or Time of Law
or Epic Time) and involves, for example,
the spacing of groups of people evenl
across the landscape ensuring that over e
ploitation of particular wild foods does not
occur.” cultures that make up humanity, the Worldinscribed as cultural sites) or continuing
Is Uluru then &cultural” or“natu-  Heritage Committee, in 1992, adopted thdandscapes that retain an active social role
ral” site ? The answer, obviously, is that itcategory of‘cultural landscapes’ in contemporary society closely associated
is not only a combination of both, but that  “These are places that have been crewith a traditional way of life (the rice ter-
both the natural and the cultural aspects ddited, shaped and maintained by the linksaces of the Philippine Cordilleras); and the

the site are inextricably linked. and interactions between people and theimassociative cultural landscape, marked by
environment,’explains Titchen, who along powerful religious, artistic or cultural as-
“EVERYTHING IS CULTURE” with Mechtild Rossler of the World Her- sociations of the natural element rather than

The shortcomings of the separate definiitage Centre has worked on explaining thenaterial cultural evidence (Uluru Kata-
tions of“culture” and“nature” have be- concept.“Their successful conservation Tjuta and Tongariro National Parks).
come increasingly apparent as more bedepends on the maintenance of these “These new categories ensure a more
comes known about how people interactinks.” There are now foufcultural  holistic approach to heritage conservation,
with their environment and as rightful rec-landscapes” on the List, including and prevent pre-eminence being given to
ognition of cultural differences and valuesUluru-Kata Tjuta National Park in Aus- one set of values over anothesays
becomes more widespread. It is now actralia and Tongariro National Park in Titchen.“Most importantly, they accom-
knowledged, for example, that Aboriginal New Zealand, which had been previouslymodate the past and living traditions of in-
and Torres Strait Island peoples have playethscribed as natural sites, the Rice Terdigenous peoples.”
an important role in shaping the Australianraces of the Philippine Cordilleras and  Using a concept , described by anthro-
continent, or that the the world’s so-calledSintra in Portugal (see pp. 12-13). pologist Howard Morphy a$%in between,
“virgin forests” have, in fact, been man-  While maintaining the essential crite- that is free of fixed positions, whose mean-
aged to a greater or lesser extent by indigda that nominations for the List must being is elusive, yet whose potential range is
enous peoples. If such is the case, asks Pef “outstanding universal valug’the all encompassingalso allows the World
ter Bridgewater, Executive Director of the Committee has settled on three types oHeritage List a new flexibility to reflect
Australian Nature Conservation Agency,cultural landscapes: the clearly definedhuman thought and perceptions and evolve
“what is this naturalness’that outstand- landscape designed and created intentioralong with future archaeological and sci-
ing “natural” sites require for inscription ally by people, embracing gardens orentific discoveries; to develop a dynamic
on the World Heritage List ? parklands constructed for aesthetic reasorend truly universal approach to heritage and
“Everything is culture” affirms Bernd and often associated with religious or otheits conservation.
von Droste, Director of UNESCO'’s World monumental buildings and ensembles
Heritage Centre'Everything depends on (such as Versailles in France and Potsdam S. W.
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Portrait

“MRAFRICAN HERITAGE™

Niger's diplomat Lambert Messan's battle for heritage preservation goes beyond stilted monuments
and standard parks. In Africa, nature, culture and daily life are indivisible.
f UNESCO had to draw up a list of its countries have ratified the 1972 World  “In the West, the cultural and the natu-

human treasures, Lambert Messankleritage Convention. ral represent two distinct domains. In Af-
Niger's Ambassador to the Organization, There are several reasons which mightica, they form a whole,’he says:Our
would surely be on it. explain this modest share. To begin with,perception is global: the religious, social,

A keen economist and expert in thefew African states have the technical re-economic and the environmental functions
educational science, Messan isn’t someorgources tddraw up a list of all the differ  are all knitted together.”In many cases,
content just to open flower shows. His lat-ent sites and undertake the work in prepar-so-called natural sites have only been pre-
est job has added a cultural string to higng the dossiers which must be presented.served because of their social and cultural
bow and he is now considered a sg importance. This is notably the case
of unofficial “Mr African Heritage” for Africa’s sacred groves. Protected
at UNESCO. by tradition, they usually contain an

He arrived at this by an od§ extraordinary biodiversity at the
route. “l was all set to teach math same time as having a religious and
ematics, which is still my hobby, b social purpose. Seen as a kind of
| was diverted by eventsfie ex- source or womb with the power to
plains. Paralysed after a car ac regenerate humans, they are acces-
dent when he was 25, he had to sible to only a few privileged peo-
dergo lengthy treatment in Pari§ ple. They have never been included
where he began his diplomatic c in inventories nor have they been
reer. At the age of 37, he receivg the subject of in-depth studies

10 his first ambassadorship. ! which would enable us to appreci-
""" “My physical handicap was ate their“special universal” value

something which | had to deal wit so that the most representative of

in a such a way that | could lead them might be inscribed on the

‘normal’ life,” he says. With a bril- List.

liant career taking him to Belgiun

and Canada, he was then named & . FOSSILS

bassador to UNESCGCafter the ~ | Messan is working closely with

death of President Seyni Kountché — = UNESCO in its efforts to draw up
the most representative list possible
A LONG BATTLE of the world’s cultural diversity.
“When | got here in 1988, | was as- He is pleased about the adoption
tonished to see that Niger wasnt repre-They also concentrate more on modernizof the concept of cultural landscapes (see
sented on the World Heritage Lish& says. ing society than on preserving traditionalpage 9) and about the definitions of sev-
In fact, Niger had never suggested any sitberitage. In addition, not all of the coun- eral new kinds of properties, such as cul-
for inclusion on the List, a situation whichtries’ laws provide for protection and con- tural itineraries and trade routes which
Messan soon corrected] asked for an servation and such legislation has long beeenable inclusion of nomadic civiliza-
expert to be sent to look at possible sitea prerequisite for a site’s inscription on thetions.
and this was agreed to,he says. As a List. “Yet in Niger, where there’s a living “In Niger, we are very interested in this
result, in December 1991, the natural reheritage, conservation is often integratedchange,”he says.“We have on our terri-
serves of Air and Tenere were inscribedn people’s daily lives,'Messan says. tory routes for the salt trade, for gold, and
on the List. But beyond these somewhat technicaftoads heading to Mecca...”

For Messan, it was just the start of aifficulties, there lies a broader problem  He himself is getting ready to hit the
long battle which he extended to the wholénvolving conceptions‘Most of our coun-  road to Addis Ababa at the end of July for
continent. “As | was chairman of the Af- tries cant meet the conditions required” the next of a series of sub-regional confer-
rican group, | asked the tough question: ifto earn a place on the List, explains Messaences. “We have to make African leaders
heritage sites belong to all the world’'sin pointing to an inadequacy between theaware of the new approach, which is still
peoples, why are some regions seen asiteria for inscription, as defined by the poorly understood. When | proposed the
more ‘universal’ heritage-wise than oth- World Heritage Convention (which con- listing of Air and Tenere, the first reaction
ers?” cern only very specific kinds of cultural of officials in Niger - who were concerned

Sub-Saharan Africa has only 42 listedoroperty and ignore immaterial heritage)that the region might end up as a museum
sites (25 natural, 16 cultural and oneand aspects of African culture and spiritu-piece - was to say: ‘Are they trying to turn
mixed) - less than 10% of the whole List.ality, which are often hard for outsiders tous into a fossil?™
Also, only two-thirds of the region’s 45 spot, and defy simple classification. S.B.
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Dossier

A COMBINED EFFORT

A new range of partners are entering into the protection, preservation and restoration of world
heritage. Why have they decided to get involved and what do they expect from UNESCO ?

Yves Dauge is Mayor of the French believe that decentralized cooperationwise to try to collaborate up front, draw-
city of Chinon, which has offered its could work. UNESCO is often criticized asing on the available or planned UNESCO
know-how and financial help to the Lao- having no money, but it has something betstudies. The cities where the intersection
tian city of Luang Prabang, inscribed on theeer: an authority to delegate.” of UNESCO plans and those of the Bank
World Heritage List last December. made it most promising to focus were
Ismail Serageldin is Vice-President of St.Petersburg, Fes, Samarkand, Hue,
“Chinon is one of those cities of the worldEnvironmentally Sustainable Develop- Sana’a and Vilnius. We are planning to
with a rich heritage that stretches back intoment at the World Bank which is work-  pursue these although there is already a
history, which gives it an importance thating with UNESCO on the restoration andbroad interest in many others.
goes beyond local or national borders. Aspreservation of six historic cities. “We are a long way from a clear for-
such we consider it our duty to share our mula on how best to engage all the inter-
experience with with other cities. Classi-“The rapidly urbanizing developing world ested parties, or even how to consolidate
fying a monument is easy, but classifying #aces many social and economic chalthe central relationship between UNESCO
city is much more complex. Tourists arrive Jenges, from population growth and theand the Bank. But we are determined to
new money is injected, investors specuinflux of rural migrants to an evolving eco- keep it unbureaucratic and pragmatic, re-
late.... nomic base. Crumbling infrastructure, sults focused and forward looking. We will
“So many questions are raised: can wepoor and over-stretched social serviceslet our experience guide us in the best
continue to develop commercial businessesampant real-estate speculation and weaknodes of collaboration, between UNESCO
or build low-cost housing? How do we en-governments all contribute to putting tre- and the Bank and with the other partners,
sure that the tourism industry benefits themendous pressure on central cities, oftenwhose participation is essential for ulti-
local population? What legal structure the loci of invaluable architectural and mate success, not least the communitiag
needs to be put into place? It's not enouglurbanistic heritage. We have a number ofconcerned.”
to just send in experts. Their interventionactions to propose to decision-makers for
needs to be part of a logical chain of ac-these problems, but the inner historic coresAndré De Marco is Director of Commu-
tion. This is what we aim at with decentral-require special attention. They are an es-ication for pharmaceuticals giant,
ized cooperation, which is what we are desential part of how we define ourselves Rhéne-Poulenc,which is working with
veloping with Luang Prabang. Their conservation helps maintain the veryUNESCO on two world heritage fronts:
“More specifically, we are working to- fabric of society. restoration and education.
gether on a plan to safeguard and restore  “Thus, a case for the Bank’s additional
the city. This entails the preparation of aneffort to deal with historic cities can be “Rhéne-Poulenc considers that beyond its
inventory of the city and the elaborationmade in terms of its traditional mandate economic goals, the enterprise has civic
of a judicial framework. Restoration work of poverty reduction and economic de-responsibilities towards the community.
will be spread over three years and the costyelopment - with the added attention toOne of the forms of this citizenship is pa-
an estimated three million French francs,the uniqueness of the site. It is here thatronage. The Rhéne-Poulenc Foundation
will be shared between Luang Prabang andhe nature of the partnerships requiredis developing a programme of patronage
the region of Chinon, French ministries,becomes obvious. The Bank has tradiwhose main direction is the protection of
international funding agencies and privatetionally had a strong link with policy is- cultural, artistic and natural world herit-
Sponsors. sues and a long experience with projectage. We believe very much in the idea that
“The following phase will concentrate dealing with infrastructure, housing, mu- ‘we dont inherit the world of our ances-
on providing advice and direction for pri- nicipal finance and urban transport. tors, we are borrowing it from our chil-
vate investment. Issues such as garbaggNESCO has a long experience in thedren’.
disposal must be dealt with, along with thedesign of sensitive treatments for historic  “Rhéne-Poulenc is working on two
development of the electrical grid and theareas, others have expertise in restorationprogrammes with UNESCO, including the
protection of surrounding wetlands. We arewhile foundations such as the Aga Kharrestoration - in collaboration with the Vi-
also planning to open a “ heritage house ”, Trust for Culture have effective links at theetnamese government - of two of the pavil-
which will serve as a permanent workshopgrass roots and long experience in conserions in the imperial city of Hué and two of
to teach the local people how to restore andration and revitalization. UNESCO al- of King Tu-Duc’s tombs. Our scientific
improve their habitat. This is particularly ready has a large number of studies abouteams have provided help to protect the new
important, because once the experts haveany of these cities completed or on theimber used to build the pavilions from ter-
packed up and gone, it will be up to thebooks. mite damage. We are also contributing to
Laotians to continue. “Looking at the various cities with a a project aimed at educating young peo-
“All of this is being done under the ae- strong historic significance where the Bankple on the protection of the world’s cultural
gis of UNESCO which, in a sense, legiti-was likely to finance important develop-and natural heritage.”
mizes our involvement. Without this, | dontments in the next few years, it was deemed |
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(Photo © courtesy of New Zealand Tourist Board)

THE FOUR NEW ““CULTURAL LANDSCAPES™

Since the World Heritage Committee adopted the category of “cultural landscapes™ in 1992, it has

accepted four such inscriptions onto the World Heritage List.

ULURU-KATA TJUTA NATIONAL PARK (AUSTRALIA)

Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park covers 132,566 ha of arid ecosystems close to the centre of Australia. It has been home
to the Anangu people for some 5,000 years.

The rock domes of Uluru-Kata Tjuta Natio-
nal Park are located on the traditional lands
of the Anangu people. According to Anangu
legend, the surface of the Earth was once
featureless. Places like Uluru and Kata Tjuta
did not exist until Anangu ancestral beings
(in the forms of people, plants and animals)
started to journey across the land. These
ancestral beings formed or moulded the
landscape as they passed through it. Their
travels and activities linked places throughout
the country byiwara (paths or tracks) of
which Uluru and Kata Tjuta represent mee-
ting points in a vast network. Park conserva-
tion and management is today guided by
Anangu law and tradition known as the
Tjukurpa “Tjukerpa is redlsays Yami Les-
ter, Chair of the Uluru-Kata Tjuta Board of
Management, it's our law, our language,
our land and family together.”

TONGARIRO NATIONAL PARK (NEW ZEALAND)

' " = A
Tongariro National Park covers 79,000 ha in the North Island of New Zealand. The natural landscape is largely
untouched. Controlled ski fields cover three percent of the total area.

“The breath of the mountain is my heag
how the Ngati Tuwharetoa people of the
Mount Tongariro National Park in New
Zealand express their affection and great
reverence for this active volcanic landscape,
which is linked by mythology to the arrival of
the first Maori from Hawaiki some 700 to
1400 years ago. The mountains represent the
god-like ancestors, thepuna They are also

a source ofmana (prestige), cultural and
tribal identity, and spirituality. In September
1887, the paramount chief of the Ngati
Tuwharetoa, formally presented the summits
of Tongariro, Ngauruhoe and part of Ruapehu
to the New Zealand government, leading to
the establishment of the country’sfirst national
park, and at that time, only the fourth one in
the world.
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MOUNTAIN RICE TERRACES (PHILIPPINES)

The 3000 history of the rice terraces of the
Cordillera Mountain Range in the Philippines
is intertwined with that of its people, their
culture, customary activities and their
traditional practices of environmental mana-
gement and rice production. The steepness of
the slopes means that all tilling and mainte-
nance is done manually. A complex system of
dams, sluices, canals and bamboo pipes
transfer water from the highest terrace to the
lowest, finally draining into a river or stream
at the base of the valley. Each of the four
clusters of terraces inscribed on the World
Heritage List is composed of a buffer ring of
private forestgmuyong) the terraces them-
selves, a hamlet and a sacred grove where
holy men(mumbakiperform traditional rites
and sacrifices relating to rice production. 7. . . .

(Photo © HOA-QUI/A. Evrard)

The rice terraces of the island of Luzon in the northern Philippines are located at between 700 and 1500 metre above
sea-level on slopes of up to 70 degrees. They have functioned for about 2,000 years.

THE CITY OF SINTRA (PORTUGAL)

Sintra owes its development to its cool
summers and mild sunny winters, fertile soils
and proximity to the Tage River. The city has
been conquered, destroyed and rebuilt many
times over by Romans, Arabs, Moors and the
Portuguese. In mediaeval times the Royal
Court settled there, building sumptuous villas
and country homes, parks and gardens. The
site’s isolation also attracted monks who
established monasteries there... Growth
peaked with the artist-King, Ferdinand Il
(1836-1885), who transformed one of these
monasteries (Pena) into a ‘Romantic’
castle,complete with a park of rare and exotic
plants, decorated with fountains, streams,
cottages and chapels. Sintra is seen as the
prototype of European romanticism: a perfect
communion between nature and ancient mo-
numents that are the stuff of architectural
fantasy .

(Photo UNESCO)

The former monastery of Pena, transformed by King Ferdinand II, is considered a forerunner of the celebrated
Neuschwanstein Castle constructed by Louis Il in Bavaria.
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REVITALIZING VILNIUS

Going it alone has not worked in the Lithuanian capital, where a new joint approach
Is now being tried to breathe new life into the city.

ccording to legend, the Grand Dukein need of repair, but overall the city is inbut collecting signatures. They argue that
Gediminas was hunting in the areafair shape considering its turbulent history.‘outsiders’ would not be able to collect

that is now the city of Vilnius - where the  “Of the 1500 buildings in the historic these signatures by themselves, and remind
rivers Neris and Vilnia flow together - and centre, about 119 are actually caving in” their clients that permission costs... An-
dreamed of a wolf who howled with the says Augis Gucas, Manager of the munici-other apparent anomaly is that new own-
power of 100 wolves. A wizard explained pality’s Monuments Protection Depart- ers are not required to carry out any re-
that the dream was a message from the Goasent. But rebuilding and restoration arepairs or maintenance.”
that they wished to found a city on the siteonly one aspect of the city’'s much needed
- a city whose fame would spread as far a%evitalization”. WORKING TOGETHER
the wolf’s howl could be heard. Gediminas ~ “Many of the buildings are empty be- The confusion that has reigned in the past -
Castle was built upon the Grand Duke’scause the inhabitants were moved out mor&argely brought about by the huge social and
orders on the top of the highest hill. Todaythan five years ago so that renovationseconomic changes that accompanied the fall
residents take their guests there to give themould be carried out under a restoration of communism - made Vilnius a perfect
what is undoubtedly the best view of theprogramme (the fifth such plan attemptedcandidate to test a new approach to resto-
since the 1940s). But work has notration of old city centres, based on a con-
even started on many of them, andsortium comprising private foundations,
has had to be interrupted on the oth-local and national government and interna-
ers because of a lack of fund@- tional organizations, including UNESCO
ports Lithuanian journalist Rusné and the World Bank.This consortium is
Marcénaité.“The municipality al- charged with raising the funds and finding
located a meagre $700,000 dollarsthe expert help to get the job done. In the
from its budget - enough to paint a case of Vilnius, which is one of six old city
few frontages or to reconstruct a centres being tackled in this way, Denmark
small buildings. The church also and Scotland are helping out with advice
owns a big chunk of the city, but it based on their own experience.
doesnt have any money either.” The initial aim is to draw up a list of

The municipality attempted to priority infrastructure investments, as well
rent buildings by auction, but this as a heritage management plan. This is
failed to attract investors, who being worked on at the moment. Ways of
would rather have a title deed thanstimulating private and public investments
a lease’And then,” said Marcé- will also be studied, as well as ways of
naité, “life in the business world keeping the city’s residential character
here is very tough, and bankrupt- rather than turning it into a shopping mall
cies are rife. Few business-peopleor rows of offices. An institution will be
were ready to add huge building created to manage the old town’s affairs.
costs to their overheaddhose UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre has also
who took the risk found them- opened an office there, on premises offered
selves confronted with by the Lithuanian government.
mindboggling administration, The vision is to preserve Vilnius’ spe-
city that for centuries has been the politi-which they often simply ignored. cial character, and at the same time make
cal, religious, scientific and cultural heart ~ “The result is that much work was car- it a city ready to face the 21st century. Al-
of Lithuania. ried out without any consultation or coor- though planning and strategy-makitadse

The old city today covers almost 360dination with the heritage protection au- time, and perhaps create the impression that
hectares and is home to 31,000 residentghorities. The new inhabitants claim theselittle is being done, the ball is rolling, and
Over the course of its long history, whichauthorities are too strict, and that if they gathering momentum. The World Bank has
has seen at least seven major fires ancomplied with the requirements they wouldcommitted $190,000 to some of this essen-
many wars, it has been rebuilt severahave to draw water from a well, cook andtial preliminary work, and although this is
times. However, it is this rebuilding that heat the building with a stove and placeonly a drop in the bucket, the various part-
has given the town its special character, rethe toilets outside. ners involved are all confident the neces-
flecting the architectural styles of the  “Effectively, before any work can be sary millions will be there when needed,
Gothic, Renaissance, Barogue and Classiindertaken, occupants are supposed to getnd that Vilnius will eventually resume its
cal periods,which saw its inscription onapproval from some 29 different heritageplace as one of the great capitals of Eu-
UNESCO's World Heritage List in Decem- authorities. Consequently the main activ-rope.
ber, 1994. Some of the buildings are badlyty of architectural firms is not designing S.W.

(Photo © Raimondo URBAKAVICIAUS).
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Dossier

THE DOUBLE LIFE OF ABOMEY

Abomey's value goes beyond its palaces, which are modest at best, and lies rather in its secular mix
of religious and social powers forming a centre of gravity.

They come, they see... and they leave The frequency and splendour of thesesite’s sanctity, it becomes a living place.
sometimes disappointed, at least pereeremonies depend entirely on the AdminEach person lives a double life: from the
plexed. It doesnt look authentic,’is a fre- istrative Council of the Royal Families of peasant or craftsperson, at once a citizen
guent comment from the 10,000 visitorsAbomey, which is also responsible for theof Benin, a cog in the machinery of a mod-
who, each year, visit Benin’s royal placessite’s upkeep, with the exception of theern economy, as well as'subject” of the

of Abomey, inscribed on UNESCQO’s World museum section. Ifcivil society”, these “king”, right down to the princes, endowed
Heritage List since 1985. Indeed the veryfamilies often have a modest statute, thusvith exceptional powers while yet work-
word “palace” implies ancient, luxurious limited financial means. Itis, therefore, theing as ordinary civil servants.

materials and majestic forms. And yet the e

buildings are small with the biggest being

a simple rectangle 35 metres long. The wall;

are of rammed earth, the corrugated irorh 4

4

roofs form an overhang supported by sim-* A P

ple wooden, sometimes concrete, pillars .

masking the 130 polychrome bas-reliefs. Of %
the nine royal ensembles built by a dynast)“m

of a dozen kings reigning from the begin-|

ning of the 16th century to the end of the l _' I ::T [ :5 |r! :' rl 1Imr_i 'i--IL === il
- : : 4 W . E R

|

19th century, many ruins are now lostin the |

bush, with only traces remaining of the im-
‘ .]-.5 .....

pressive surrounding wall and the moat. Jus
a few modest buildings still stand, so fragil
that they have been constantly rebuilt, usu
ally with whatever materials were available
at the spur of the moment.
know-how, the work and money of tens of  These relationships and their very mea-

INCARNATING THE KINGS thousands of the city’s inhabitants whogre economic compensation are freely con-
The wealth of the Abomey palaces is inviskeep the miracle of Abomey aliviNo one  sented to. They are the results of a strong
ible. To fully appreciate them, one mustwould refuse a contribution if the King re- will to maintain the historical identity in-
look to the site’s geography and link thequested it,” said Italian anthropologist carnated by the kings, manifested in a suc-
values of the full and empty spaces, or, irGiovanna Antongini and architect Giovani cession of rites and ceremonies, and mate-
other words, the modest palaces and vaSpini, who visited the site on a UNESCO ex-ialized in the palaces which one young
courtyards. The former’s importance con-pert mission in July 1995. man, interviewed by Antongini, described
sisted essentially in the fact that they were  This is the case, day after day, not onlyas the‘dossier of the people”.
inaccessible to common people; whereafor the artisans and craftspeople restoring This function necessitates a profound
the very size of the latter makes it easy tahe site, but also for the historians, musiteview of the traditional idea of conserva-
imagine the immense crowds gatheringcians, dancers, soothsayers and religiouson. It calls for an anthropological ap-
there to render homage to their king andeaders who play the main role in carryingproach, resting at least as much on preser-
measure the extent of his power. out all the related rituals: for they mustvation of the intangible heritage as on the

Abomey reveals its riches only on theassume a function which their families maintenance - in this case impossible - of
condition that time is taken to discover itshave taken on for generations. Antonginithe monuments. After all, compared with
primary function: it was a centre of grav-describes, for instance, a man she calls thieir symbolic force, just how important is
ity, a symbol of religious and social pow- “guardian of emptiness”"who spends his their appearance or of the materials used
ers binding together the Fon ethnic grouptime sitting on a chair ttcontrol” a door for their endless restoration?
the most numerous in Benin. Thadasj in the surrounding wall which today is  There is, however, a red line which
princesses who each incarnate one of theothing more than a ruin in the middle of amust never be crossed: the degradation of
dead kings, still live in a reserved area subfield. He does this because his family hasnonuments should not be allowed to reach
ject to many taboos. Every four days, thebeen doing so for generations. a point which prevents cultural and reli-
royal princesses leave food and drink atthe It is the same secular mix of privilege gious practices from taking place. As the
12 tombs of the kings. In honouring theand power, of taboo and obligation, whichFon like to say;wouldn't you be ashamed
kings, arfaverage ceremonytasting three binds the entire city. The convergence ofto hold a ceremony in your father’s house
weeks is held once a year, whilégreat  these forces makes it possible for tradiif it had been destroyed?”
ceremony”,which can last six months, is tional ceremonies to take place no matter
normally staged every 10 years. what. By renewing and confirming the René LEFORT

UNESCO SOURCES No. 80 / JUNE 1996



Dossier

THE UNIVERSAL“S PASSION

At Vézelay, “it's like ten men who love the same woman”. Trying to avoid this imbroglio, a local
group turns to UNESCO in promoting the site as humanity's shared heritage.

Vézelay has been attracting peopleo create the tools to reveal Vézelay'swith a video on the site produced under the
throughout the millenaries - with beauty and unique identityl’ast year, the Organization’s auspices and a soiree held
droves of Druids flocking to the healing group led some 46,000 tourists, most oin March bringing local residents and
forces of a pocket of seawater encrusted iwhom were referrals from Millot’s office, goods to Headquarters. The association is
the hillside to the scores of pilgrims andon 194 tours of the basilica and the villagefinishing a ‘centre for cultural meditatich
crusaders descending upon the basilica sup which they tried to get others involved, thanks in part to a cash prize awarded by
posedly housing some of the divine remain®y visiting workshops and cafés. They alsadhe Ford Foundation upon the Centre’s rec-
of Mary Magdalen. organized‘heritage classes'with presen- ommendation. It's the perfect location to
Today Vézelay’s allure remains intact. tations of Celtic, Roman and Gothic art andoromote the World Heritage List andét
Inscribed on the World Heritage List in local crafts. Aside from a couple of poorly residents and visitors to see Vézelay as

1979, the village’s cobblestone streets opaid staff members, the association relietumanity’s shared heritage

galleries and cafés have been spared then its volunteers.
neon light of fast food joints and hotel

But after two years of active work, the GARGOYLES PERCHED ABOVE
chains afflicting so many tourist destina-association remains a mystergénédicte,

But this ‘sharing’ may not extend to reli-

tions of France’s Bourgogne region. Inshe’s sweet but | dont know what her groupgious beliefs which might account for lo-

search of both culture and charm, som
800,000 tourists come each year. And ye
“the average visit only lasts 20 minutes,”
laments Agnés Millot of the local tourism ;
office. “People rush through the village to g g
quickly visit the basilica and then leave.
The monks see more tourists than the wait
ers,” she says, which is dissappointing for
“most of the town’s 500 residents, whose!
livelihoods are linked to tourism.But  *®
while the trend oftravel marathons to see
as much as possible’s partly responsi-
ble, Millot also sees localrésistancé in
“adapting to these floods of people”.

7
3

A QUEST FOR CULTURE
History now seems to weigh against
Vézelay, with residents unusually protec-
tive of their beloved basilica, recalling les-
sons learned in the religious wars of the
Middle Ages pitting villagers against
church authorities. The tension still sim-
mers. About two years ago, monks of the
La Fraternité Monastique de Jérusale

cal skepticism concerning Verne's group.
The message of conversion is sculpted onto
the basilica’s walls with details which she
loves to point out. Looking up to the gar-
goyles, she quietly asks if we wouldn'’t pre-
fer to enter thelight” by way of Jesus’
outstretched hand at the entrance. Atten-
tion is drawn to the sculpted Jews dressed
as slaves, banned from entering thkty
of God, which she saysi§ not a judge-
ment, but another path

The tour continues with the class of
some 50 public school students between
11 and 15, embarking on a mock pilgrim-
age. Verne tells tales of the hardships fac-
ing the pilgrims and crusaders in their
“search for spiritual transformatidnBut
she fails to mention the crusade’s political
and military objectives, which leaves
Julian, 15, wondering.It's like in school,
when the teacher tries to pass catechism
off as history. The best thing to do is note
the dates and forget the rést.

Questions concerning Verne's tales are

rolled into town to oversee the spiritual ands about” says a woman in a café who pre-more forthcoming with a group of retired
day-to-day running of the basilica with afers not to give her name. The woman beengineers and their wives. As one woman
vehemence that offended most of the comhind the counter also respects Verne busays, ft's always interesting to have a tour
munity, prompting the bishop’s request forhighlights “Vézelay's general rule: what we with someone who believes in what they're

public pardon on their behalf. While the don't know, we don' liké

storm subsided, the basilica remains a For Verne, this porcupine-like situa-

saying” A point shared by Millot of the
tourism office. They give a tour which no

source of contention, with suspicion await-tion” is “like ten men who love the sameone else can. They're not working for a

ing anyone tied to it.

womari. But she sees a possible alternasalary but out of their passidh
One such target has been Presence e by working with another of Vézelay’s

This passion might be excessive and

Vézelay, a non-profit cultural associationadmirers - the World Heritage Centre.unsettling, but it is essential in giving life
whose members love to show visitors the' UNESCO is a way of avoiding noisy lo-to the world’s heritage site - especially
sites.“We have so many people coming herecal interests' says Verne, by getting people those with a religious dimension - from
on a quest for culture, but they’re not findingto see it as a unique site among others on tiguddhist monestaries to sacred groves.

any response,’explains the director World Heritage List. The Centre and the
association began recently collaborating

Bénédicte Guillon VernéSo we're trying

UNESCO SOURCES No.
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Ten years to the day after the
CHERNOBYL nuclear accident, the
carillons in more than 500 cities and
villages in 40 countries rang on 26 April
in memory of the catastrophe’s victims.
At 12:00 local time, churches in Russia,
Belarus and Ukraine took part in a
concert uniting for the first time
carillons in all the world’s corners.

The event, organized as part of the
UNESCO Chernobyl Programme, preceded
a “spiritual concert” at Paris’ Notre
Dame Cathedral. A convoy of French Red
Cross trucks then left for Belarus with
educational materials and toys for
35,000 children.

v
President of LITHUANIA, Algirdas
Brazauskas, and UNESCO’s Director-
General, Federico Mayor, signed a
cooperation agreement on 22 May in
Vilnius. It notably calls for the creation
of an international centre for distance
education in the capital city, assist-
ance in developing a restoration and
related funding plan for Vilnius’ Old
City and support for research institutes
and professional media centres.

[ ]

A new agreement between UNESCO and
the Kingdom of SAUDI ARABIA calls
for increased cooperation and the
Organization’s assistance for several
projects involving, for example, the King
Abdul Aziz City for Science and Technol-
ogy, the conservation of the country’s
monuments and archaeological sites as
well as earthquake reduction and solar
energy. The agreement was signed on 26
May by the Director-General and the
Kingdom’s Minister of Education, Moha-
med Bin Ahmed Al Rasheed in Riyadh.
Saudi Arabia has provided the Organiza-
tion with substantial contributions for
activities notably in the West Bank and
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Education

A QUESTION OF PRIORITIES

Latin America's education authorities want to concentrate on
“what we really want, what we are doing, and what we can do.”

When speaking of Latin America and theHispanic presidential summits held be-
Caribbean it is easy to be fooled by appartween 1991 and 1995 and the seven United
ent similarities in the way countries haveNations world summits held since 1990.
progressed: their conquests and their dis- At all of these meetings education was
parities. seen as a top priority: the key to solving

However, in Kingston, Jamaica, whichimportant national, regional and global
hosted the last meeting of the 33 ministerproblems and opening the way forward a
of education from this region (13-17 May), new millenium with hope. The Delors
the same evils can be found as elsewher&€ommission, for example, stressed that one
the contrast between rich and poor, fear obf the pillars of the future will be the abil-
violence arising from exclusion, glaring ity of people to“learn to live together”
inequalities, a propensity for discussingand not, as could have been supposed, re-
democracy in all its forms, and a strongliance on scientific and technological
desire to be heard by the First World. progress.

AN EFFICIENT EDUCATION? (Photo UNESCO/Maria MUINOS).

Globalization, free markets, modernity, =~ However in Jamaica, the education
civil society, democracy, representation andninisters were quick to voice their discon-
participation, peace and solidarity are altent. As the Chilean minister put it, the
terms commonly heard at internationalpreliminary documents left too little room
meetings. According to the experts, thesgo expreséwhat we really want, what we
concepts and “world” declarations foster aare doing and what we can do. That might
greater awareness and stronger commitot be the best thing, but it is what con-
ment from Member States. cerns us.”

At the Jamaica meeting, UNESCO re-  Behind the grandiose schemes and ab-
lied on a few basic documents crammedtract generalizations there is a high level
with the “right ” international jargon - Edu- of uncertainty concerning Latin America’s
cation For All (Jomtien 1990), Changing educational future. Over the 16 years of the
Production Patterns with Social Equity Major Project in the Field of Education the
(Cepal-UNESCO 1992) and Lifelong Edu-emphasis was put on education for all -
cation (Delors report, 1996) - and tried towhich has been achieved - on belief in
link the results obtained in education andpublic schools and teachers, and innovation
the commitments made for it to the fivethrough local adaptation. Now, it is argued,
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the effort to universalize education is notto guarantee free education. During the
enough. In a liberal society that demand®pening ceremony, Jamaica’s Prime Min-
efficiency above all, teachers must be reister, P. J. Patterson was roundly applauded
warded according to their performance andvhen he declared that material prosperity
attention focussed on management of edwalone could not create an ideal society.
cation systems. The open-slather competi*What we want and what we strive for is a
tion of the global market place does notmarket economy, not a market sociehg _
allow for less. said. .
The Kingston meeting pinpointed the °
difficulty for education ministers to in- TEACHER STATUS i
crease expenditure in this domain to thdhe ministers considered that the commit-
6.5% of GNP that UNESCO has recom-ment to universal and efficient education
mended. Indeed, the final recommendatioshould be a “policy of state” protected fron)
avoided the issue. As is well known, in mosthe instability of governmental programmes
countries of the region, economic and socig&nd combining all social and economit
programmes must follow the recommendaforces. On top of this, free and compulsory
tions of the International Monetary Fundschool must be considered as a commitment
(IMF), and it is usually finance ministers only of the state to the society, to ensure that eye-
who can increase education budgets. ryone is able to reach the level of skills seen
as indispensable. *
REASONABLE Concerning the teaching profession, the
Nevertheless, for UNESCO'’s Director- ministers recommended th&tonsistent °
General Federico Mayotthe target of measures’be takerfto improve teachers’ |
6.5% for the year 2000 is reasonabléfe  work situation” in a bid to enhance theire
argued that increased education spendingtatus and to keep them in the job. Apprg-
would be offset by the decrease in populapriate agreementwill be encouraged to .
tion growth. permit relations between governments, ad-
From the start of the meeting, threeministrators and the teachers themselvés
main themes emerged. Firstly, that governand their representative organizations se
ments felt that international organizationsthat all parties are given a voice and a two-
should cooperate with them rather than diway communication is set-up between the
rect them; secondly, the problems of fi-teacher and society”. .
nancing education; and thirdly, the role to Is it possible to speak of‘apirit of Ja- |
be played by teachers in the 21st centurynaica”? Probably not. For governmentss
school. this is not the best moment as far as edu¢a-
On the firstissue, the ministers decidedion is concerned. The educational picture
to draft their own document, different from of the region is subject to stabilization poli
the one suggested by UNESCO's regionaties, budget restrictions and the -sometimgs
office in Santiago de Chile. The emphasismperative - introduction of free market
was put not so much on specific aspectpolicies.
(1,000 class hours per annum, changing However, at least it is now obvious that
“frontal education”, endowing school li- rather than launching huge plans for reform,
braries, improving pedagogical tools) as onit is better to be cautious and to focus an
the values to be transmitted through eduthree or four priorities. One issue came to
cation. Religious values, for example, werethe forefront: international cooperation has
debated at length. Peace, democracy artd change its course and start concentrating
development are the key tools for the reon national emergencies, which are once
gion’s future. Thus;the school is an ideal again becoming more threatening than in-
place in which to give girls, boys and youngternational trends. This is also the challenge
people a grounding in the exercise of theirof the Delors report, changing the course
rights”. This implies that nethumanism”  set down in Edgar Faure’s “Learning to Be’,
based on a genuine citizenship , as well awhich was influenced by the strong;
complete mastery of the codes of moderuniversalist current of humanism that fol;
nity and the development of &ethical lowed May 1968. Today neoliberalism has
and moral attitude of respect towards one-+the wind in its sails, not a world movemerjt
self and others”. in favour of education. .
On the second question, the ministers
strongly defended the state’'s commitment

Raul VARGAS VEGA, Kingston
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What is a BIOSPHERE RESERVE? How
does it work and who does it benefit?
What criteria are used in setting up a
reserve? What are the objectives of the
global network of biosphere reserves set
up under UNESCO’s Man and the Bio-
sphere Programme? A recently released
and carefully illustrated brochure
answers all of these questions and
includes a map showing the reserves’
locations in relation to the planet’s
principal types of ecosystems.

There are currently 337 reserves in 85
countries, comprising a total area of
more than 218 million hectares.

v

The Noma Concours for CHILDREN’S
BOOK ILLUSTRATIONS, organized by
the Asia/Pacific Cultural Centre for
UNESCO (ACCU), aims at encourag-
ing illustrators from developing
countries while improving the quality
of children’s literature in general.

Applicants exclusively from UNESCO’s
member states in Asia, the Pacific,
Latin America and the Caribbean,
Africa and Arab States are invited to
send their entries by 15 November.
An international jury will select the
recipients of the various prizes and
awards in December while an exhibi-
tion of the winning works is scheduled
to take place in Tokyo in 1997.
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Media

FOR 365 DAYS OF FREEDOM

Faced with growing demands for press freedom everywhere

governments are devising new methods to muzzle the media.

In 1995, 49 journalists were killed becauseéindependence and the journalists pose a
of their opinions or in the course of theirreal threat to those in power.”
work. The deaths of another 25 are under However, Latin America apart, the
investigation. Six more reporters went misssame cannot be said in many other parts of
ing on the job and 102 ended the year inhe world. In Algeria, where 22 journalists
prison because the powers that be did natere killed last yearithe profession has
appreciate what they were writing, investi-been seriously weakened and discourage-
gating or even thinking. ment is now gaining ground,feported
World Press Freedom Day (3 May) ren-Houda Bouchaib, a member of the Inter-
dered homage to these men and womemational Federation of Journalists’ Execu-
and served as a reminder that, despite intive Committee“What can you do when
provements, press freedom is still a longzven your own family condemns you to
way from becoming a reality in many partsdeath?”implored another Algerian journal-
of the world. According to data gatheredist who fled to Paris after being accused of
by the French non-governmental organizaheresy by an Islamist cousin. Censorship
tion Reporters Sans Frontiéres (RSF), ins rife, and those who dare question official
more than half of the world's countries attitudes are thrown behind bars.
bans, confiscation and censorship of pub- Neither is the situation elsewhere on
lications are everyday occurrences. Andhe African continent particularly encour-
yet many of these governments haveaging.“Governments are using new meth-
signed declarations, and even passed legds to muzzle the mediagignalled Pius
islation concerning press freedom. Njawe, publisher ofLe Messager”in
The gap between announced intention€ameroun, and head of the national press
and the actions that follow was clearlyfreedom organization, OCALIP. Njawe has
confirmed by journalists and newspaperbeen to jail'more times than | can count”,
publishers from around the world, who at-and is presently fighting eight cases, in-
tended a series of round-tables at UNESCGQIuding charges of defamation and acting
to mark May 3, which was also the fifth against the interest of the stdi&hat’s hap-
anniversary of the Windhoek Declaration* pening today is worse than censorship. We
for a free and pluralistic media and thepublish because there is supposedly no more
launch of a major UNESCO campaign tocensorship, but then the police hit us like a

[ ]

“I ask everyone to help us, in good
times and bad, to protect this peace
agreement which we have signed with the
Israelis,” announced Suha Arafat, wife
of the president of the Palestinian
National Authority, on 14 May while
launching the “PARTNERS FOR PEACE”

THE PEACE TRUCKS' DEPARTURE

(Photo UNESCO/Inez Forbes).

.20 operation. Organized by the French
humanitarian association Equilibre, it
aims to collect food, medicine, learning
materials and equipment for the handi-
capped. The four trucks left UNESCO to
collect donations from various private
sources throughout France and are ex-
pected to arrive in Gaza this month along
with other vehicles transporting some 200
tons of materials. UNESCO supported this

shipment through its assistance pro- promote this ideal. ton bricks for ‘abusing’ press freedom.”
gramme for the Palestinian people. Hiding behind the judiciary is one of
THE PRICE OF FREEDOM the “particularly worrying” new tactics

“In Russia, fear is the main method used taised worldwide, reports RSF. Defamation,
control the media,” said Vsevolod forexample, istreated as a criminal offence
Bogdanov of the Journalist’'s Union of Rus-in many Asian countries, said Cushrow
sia. “We know that highly organized pro- Irani, Editor-in-Chief and Managing Direc-
fessional gangs are responsible, but ther¢or of “The Statesman”in India, and
has not been a single arrest made for anyormer president of the International Press
of these killings.” Institute (IPI).“Pluralism in the media
Paradoxically, the¢immense prob- means pluralism of opinion, not just of
lems” facing the media in Russia and theownership, but in Asia diversity of opinion
rest of Eastern Europe are also signs of not really welcome,he added. On Janu-
positive change there, said CBS corresponaary 1 this year, 36 journalists were lan-
ent in Moscow, Tom Fenton, who qualifiesguishing in Asian jails, at least 20 of them
the press d®ne of the success stories of thein Chinese prisons.
transition”. “We have broken freeégreed In the Balkan states as well, legal ar-
Ernest Skalski, Deputy Editor-in-Chief of gument has replaced the bullets as the main
Poland’s largest dail{fsazeta Wyborcza”. threat against the medi&he authorities
“Twenty years ago in Poland, there wasin Serbia, Croatia and Bosnia and
no opposition press, and so there was nothHerzegovina are taking the media back
ing to confiscate. The journalists were partyunder their control, using the argument that
hacks. Today we have media pluralism and was ‘improperly privatized’ during the

v
To “show, at symbolic sites, his deter-
mination to fight intolerance and
mobilize the international community,”
designer PIERRE CARDIN, UNESCO’s
Goodwill Ambassador, went to Israel
and Jordan from 29 April to 2 May.
He inaugurated the “peace forest”
located on Eilat’s coasts and assisted
in Petra with the raising of the flags of
tolerance created last year by six
artists from around the world in
celebrating the United Nations Year
for Tolerance.
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conflict,” said Kati Marton of the Commit- professionals. It also offers governments
tee to Protect Journalists (CPBtudio B advice on media legislation and encout-
in Belgrade, for example, was taken oveiages the transformation of public broadcast-
in January using the privatization laws, ing sectors into editorially independent
which means that there is no longer anypublic services. UNESCO also helped es-
independent television there. Although theablish watchdog networks such as IFEX

TV STAR
JOURNALIST
VLADISLAV
LISTIEV WAS
ASSASSINATED
BY THE MAFIA
ON 1 MARCH
1995, ACCORD-
ING TO THE
GOVERNMENT
(Photo ©
GAMMA/
Chuck Nacke).

Dayton peace agreement allowed for theand MISANET that investigate, double-!
free movement of reporters, the interna-check, alert and protest, and undertakes dip-
tional community will have to be particu- lomatic mediation between relevant aus
larly vigilant and maintain the pressure for thorities and these media networks. :
a free press in the region.” “Press freedom remains vulnerable in
Whilst above all a matter of political 1996,” said UNESCO's Assistant Director-?
will, press freedom is also reliant on eco-General for Communication, Information,
nomic means. If Poland’$Gazeta and Informatics, Henrikas Yushkiavitshus®
Wyborcza” has maintained its outspokenOn the one hand it faces economic con-
stand, it is becaus®e have become rich straints which favour the concentration of
enough, strong enough to resistsaid media and threaten pluralism, as is the cale
Ernest Skalski. In Russia though, few peoin Western Europe and North America. Or
ple can afford to buy a newspaper. And irnthe other hand, journalists are faced with
Slovakia, said Skalski, heavy taxes orincreasingly serious and repeated attacks,
newsprint are pushing young, independenincluding imprisonment and censorship in
newspapers to the wall. all forms. In some countries, the press hds
In Africa, said Pius Njawe, along with become the target of choice for acts of ex-
the lack of money and equipment there isreme violence. .
also a severe shortage of trained profes- “Press freedom requires perpetual vigi-,
sionals, not only journalists, but also techdance and steady resolute actiongbn- -
nical and administrative personnel. cludes YushkiavitshusThis is the respon- ©
UNESCO addresses all of these probsibility of not only journalists but of all citi- »
lems in its efforts to encourage the develzens and their representatives. Every day
opment of pluralistic and independent me-of the year.” .
dia. The campaign launched in Windhoek
has worked not only to raise consciousness
about the importance of a free press, but,
through its operational arm - the Interna-
tional Programme for the Development of*The Windhoek Declaration followed the first of a,
Communication - has equipped newspaseries of regional seminars on the development of
pers and fostered various twinning arrangeg free and pluralistic media. It reaffirmed the righte

ts bet th | hed .tto a pluralistic and free media and suggested way's
ments between them, launched communi i achieving these goals. World Press Freedom D&y

radio stations, helped reform news agenciegas born to commerate this landmark statement
and trained journalists, managers, marketingnd the ideals it defended. .

S. W
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Celebrating INTERNATIONAL DAY OF

THE FAMILY on 14 May, the Permanent

Committee of NGOs organized a debate

at UNESCO on the theme “Family Policies

and Change”. Some 200 participants
tried to answer the following questions:
how can policies either follow or
anticipate the family’s evolution? How
can the family, commonly recognized as

society’s most fundamental unit, fulfil its

functions today in educating and being
there for its members?

v
“| intend to send this message of
peace out to the entire world,”
announced the famous interpreter of
Gypsy music, CHICO BOUCHIKHI, as
he accepted the post of UNESCO’s
Special Envoy on 9 May. Bouchikhi
organizes the Gypsy Mosaic Festival,
a multicultural musical event held in
Arles (France) this year under the
banner, “The Night of Peace”. He
plans to create similar festivals in
Palestine, Israel, Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

CHICO BOUCHIKHI
(Photo UNESCO/Inez Forbes).

On 2 May, the Director-General
appointed Russian artist ZURAB

TSERETELI as a Goodwill Ambassador.

Federico Mayor described him as “a

volcano of creativity and imagination,

a force of nature” who is ”in the
avant-garde of those who defend the

ideals of peace and tolerance against

violence.”
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Film

OUT OF BREATH

In a pinch without a regional market, the African film industry needs

protection and help in enlarging its prospects.

“Is there a future for the African film in- What can be done to ensure that what
dustry? Given the difficulties African film money there is goes into boosting local
directors have in getting films out and theproduction? In the participants’ view, tel-
scant public resources made available taevision must become the African film in-
them by states, it is a question we may wellustry’s second chance. By commission-
ask,” explained Serge Adda, Director-Gen-ing films TV can make them known to a
eral of Canal Horizon, tHéfrican subsidi-  wider public. They also stressed the need
ary” of the French television station Canalto protect the film industry, taking inspi-
Plus. Adda was one of 15 African film pro- ration from the"French model”, a semi-
fessionals who attended a UNESCO-organliberal system based both on maket forces
ized round-table on 10 April to discus pro-and on political commitment associated
duction and disribution problems. with protectionist legislation (10% of
According to Ferid Boughedir, the Tu- cinema takings reinvested in French pro-
nisian director ofHalfaouine the African ductions, and quotas for the televised
film business is a victim of the cultural im- broadcasting of European productions).
perialism lurking behind the internationali- ~ But this modelis not necessarily re-
zation of trade in audiovisual products.producible,” cautioned Dominique Wallon,
“The distribution market has been colo- a European Commission expert. European
nized by the suppliers of foreign films andfilms have a real market base - 130 million
their local outlets” he claimed:Yet, our tickets sold per year. Africa’s, domestic
cinema-going public wants to see itself ormarkets are too small - 3.6 million tickets
screenHalfaouinebeatRocky, Ramb@nd sold a year in Burkina Faso, for example.
all the others in Tunisia; and/end Kuunj In Adda’s view, the immediate future
too, was a winner in Burkina Faso.” of the African film business therefore de-
In Serge Adda’s opinion, it is a matter pends on the European market, provided
of getting the African public’s taste to that France helps it to get a firm foothold

[ ]

At a ceremony organized at UNESCO on
the International Day of Dance, 29 April,
five laureates shared the BENOIS
DANCE AWARDS: choreographer
Valentin Elizariev (Belarus), composer
George Couroupos (Greece), and dancers

THE “BENOIS DANCE” SCULPTURE BY IGOR
USTINOV (Photo © Marie-Pierre DECUPYER).

.. .22 Irek Moukhamedov of the Royal Ballet of
London (England), Vladimir Derevianko
of the Zamper Opera in Dresden
(Germany) and Diana Vichnova of the
Kirov Ballet of St. Petersburg (Russia).
Created by the International Dance
Association, the prize was named after
the Russian stage designer and art critic
Alexandre Benois.

THE TEAM OF
PODI SANGUI
(GUINEE-

BISSAU), THE
ONLY AFRICAN

v FILM PRESENT-
The directors of three sponsors ED AT THE
received the UNESCO FELLINI MEDAL LATEST CANNES
on 25 April for their contribution in FESTIVAL
restoring cinematographic heritage: (Photo ©
the Sotchi Film Festival (Russia) for GAMMA/'
Okraina by Boris Barnet (1933); the Benainois-
Duclos).

French television station Arte/La Sept
for Enoch Arden by Americans D.W.
Griffith and C. Cabanne (1915); and
Lamy Immobilier (France) for Die
Rosenkreutzer by Austrian Robert
Land (1921).

The ceremony was followed by the
screening of the restored version of
Okraina, portraying life in a Russian
village between 1914 and 1917.

evolve.“There is a lot of self-applause there.“Our film industry will be saved the
about our own genius, and yet, whether welay this country, as part of its action to
like it or not, our public prefers American promote the French language, takes the
films.” He went on to report that in July necessary steps to have it incorporated into
1995, out of 28 full-length films broadcast European broadcasting quotasiie main-
by Canal Horizon in several countri€®ye tains.

Princesseonly came fifth in its country of For the time being, we must continue
origin, Céte d’lvoire, with a 46% audience making pictures, concluded the Burkinabe
rating behind four American films, all of film-maker Idrissa Ouedraogtit will be
which had a 75% rating. It came in 14th inthrough quantity that quality films will
Senegal and 26th in Tunisia, all of whichemerge that can be seen the world over.”
clearly illustrates the lack of an inter-

African market. Sophie BOUKHARI
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Scientific cooperation

THE GAIN AFTER THE DRAIN

A new electronic network aims to help Latin America and
the Caribbean recuperate and retain their scientists’ knowledge.

[
The five continents have moved a bit
closer together with SLISNET, the

“For years, Latin America and the Carib- abreast of progress made abroad and enabld"ternational Network of Schools of

bean have been trying to recuperate theirexpatriates to contribute to their countries’
most precious resource lost: their scientistsdevelopment. UNESCO financially helpe&
Unsuccesful in the past, now they mighidentify and list 2,500 researchers and tech-
have a second chancerhe light atthe end nical professionals, working in and outsidg
of the tunnel for Colombia’s Ambassadorthe region on an Internet server. The next
to UNESCO, S.E. Pablo Gabriel Obregonstep lies in developing information ex-
is a blip on a screen indicating a new elecehanges in specific fields.
tronic network - the focus of a round-table  But it takes more than just an adminiss
held on 21 May at Headquarters intended tdrative decision or approved financing to
find ways of stemming the region’s brain create a functioning network: cooperatiop
drain. is the key which cannot be counted on. As

COOPERATION
IS THE KEY
CIRCUIT IN
ANY
ELECTRONIC
NETWORK
(Photo ©
PIX/Barry
Blackman).

But before going into the technical de-many pointed out, researchers increasingly
tails, participants pointed out thdirain  work in corporate labs whose owners corl-
drain”, while a catchy-term, is out-of-date. sider their work to be top-secret.
First used in the 60s to refer to the situa- Guillermo Lozano of ACASTC is hop-*
tion in which scientists, mostly from the ing to side-step this resistance. For exam-
developing world, left home to work in in- ple, by linking up with organizations likee
dustrialized countries, the term has givelUNESCO, the network takes on an intef-
way to new jargon, explains Jacques Gaillaraghational character which might whet the
of the French research organizationappetites of corporations looking to expand
ORSTOM. The“brains” that previously their markets. .
drained nowoverflow” and take t6tran- This international dimension also fose
sit” either“internally” (by moving from ters a form of cooperation difficult to find;
public to private labs) ofexternally” by atthe national level as local researchers are
leaving the country. The real excitementoften competing for the same grants, ex-
comes with“brain gain” whereby“re-  plains Radolf Suarez, 31, who has just fin-
searchers return with scientific and socio-ished his thesis in France in robotics arnd
professional values which they might not haveplans on heading home to Colombia. He
had when they left'explains Gaillard. says that the trend of interdisciplinary and

Seeking to maximize these gains, a nevinternational research makes it easier to re-
electronic network has been created by théurn, provided that he has access to such a
Association of Latin American Scientists network.“You can have the best equipped
and that of Researchers for Scientific andaboratory in the world, but you still need
Technological Advancement in Colombia mass-criticism to work.”
(ACASTC) with other partners. The goal
is to help the region’s scientists keep

Amy OTCHET

UNESCO SOU

Library and Information Sciences. The
recently launched pilot project user
Internet to promote North-South and
South-South cooperation in enhancing
library and information services as well
as science education. It will also
promote the publishing acitivities of the
16 participating higher education
institutes. With UNESCO as a focal point
and budget of $230,000 for 1996-97, the
project includes a website, thematic
listservers and a range of distance
education and research programmes. The
list of participating schools is available
on Internet (http://www.unesco.org/cii).

L] Division of Information and
Informatics E-mail:y.courrier@unesco.org.

v
The Directory of European Research
and Documentation Institutions on
Children’s Rights presents 182 institu-
tions in 30 countries in addition to
analytical and descriptive sections
concerning trends and activities,
making it a useful tool for those
working with and for children.

[J The Young Child and the Family
Environment Unit
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From 5 to 6 July, a meeting of experts will be held in Santiago de Cuba to define a programme of cultural
tourism for the Caribbean region. The meeting will be held under the auspices of the UNESCO”*S

STUDY OF THE SLAVE ROUTE.

WORLD POPULATION DAY will be marked throughout the United Nations System

on 11 July.

From 2 to 6 September in Bogota (Colombia), a committee of
experts from Latin America, the Caribbean and Canada will examine the impact of COMMUNICA -
TION AND COPYRIGHT IN THE INFORMATION SOCIETY on basic infra-

structure, rights protection as well as social and cultural dynamics.

|
Coinciding with the World Solar Summit in Harare, Zimbabwe (September) OUR NEXT DOSSIER
|

will explore the potential of renewable energies through a series of analytical and field-based articles. Faced
with the world’s increasing energy demands, it is imperative that we develop alternative modes of production
and consumption. In this context, analytical articles will highlight the benefits of renewable energies while
also examining the difficulties or obstacles in switching to them. The dossier then looks to the field with three

projects involving different energy forms - solar, wind and biogas - in three regions.
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