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Proposed Amendments to the Operational Directives
1) Amend criterion R.2 in Op. Dir. 2 as follows:

“The element is compatible with existing international human rights instruments, with the requirements of mutual respect and dialogue among communities, groups and individuals and with the requirements of sustainable development”.

Explanation: There is little sense in asking a State Party to demonstrate, as present criterion R.2 does, that the inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the intangible cultural heritage. This is an inevitable consequence of any inscription of an element on the Representative List. What is much more important is that the State Party concerned makes clear that there are no reasons why the proposed element could result incompatible with some fundamental principles which are clearly recalled in the last sentence of Art. 2, para. 1, of the Convention. 
2) In criteria U.5 of Op. Dir. 1 and R.5 of Op. Dir. 2 replace the words “Articles 11 and 12” by the words “Article 12”.

Explanation: The question of inventories, to which criteria U.5 and R.5 are related, is considered only in Art. 12 of the Convention and not in Art. 11. The reference to Art. 11 could lead to the wrong conclusion that “communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations” should also be involved in the drawing up of inventories. But this is not required by Art. 12, which allows a State Party to draw up inventories “geared to its own situation”. The requirement to involve the communities, groups and individuals concerned is already covered by criteria U.4 and R.4 
