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Chengdu International Conference on Intangible Cultural Heritage 
in Celebration of the Tenth Anniversary of UNESCO's 
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

Chengdu, China, 14 to 16 June 2013

GENERAL INFORMATION

	This document provides information on travel to China, the venue, compulsory visas, travel, accommodation and general information.

Information is also available on the Internet at:

http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?meeting_id=00328
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1         THE CHINESE ORGANIZERS AND THEIR SECRETARIAT

1.1
China will host the Chengdu International Conference on Intangible Cultural Heritage in Celebration of the Tenth Anniversary of UNESCO’s Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. All relevant information will be posted on the internet at:
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?meeting_id=00328
1.2
Chinese Organizing Committee in Chengdu 

Contact Address: 
Chengdu  Library




No.98 Wenweng Road




610042 Chengdu, Sichuan




P.R. China

Contact Person: 
Ms Yanqiu XU 

E-mail: xuyanqium@126.com
2
PROGRAMME AND RELATED EVENTS

For the provisional agenda and programme of activities of the Chengdu International Conference on Intangible Cultural Heritage in Celebration of the Tenth Anniversary of UNESCO’s Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, see: 

http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?meeting_id=00328
3
TRAVEL VISA AND INSURANCE, ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE

3.1
Travel Visa and Insurance

Concerning visas and other formalities for entering China, please contact the Chinese consulate or mission in your city/country directly. The letter from Chengdu Organizing Committee can be used when applying for a visa. Every participant is required to hold a valid passport and to obtain the visa and entry permission for entering China. 

It is recommended that participants obtain travel insurance coverage prior to arriving in China. 

3.2
Airport Arrival and Departure 
We will arrange the airport pick-up and see-off service for all participants. Please look for the Chinese Organizing Committee Signal Board at Shuang Liu International Airport (Chengdu).
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4
VENUE AND LODGING
The venue of the conference is the Shangri-La Hotel Chengdu, 9 Binjiang Dong Road, Chengdu, 610021, China. It is located in the centre of Chengdu, 30 minutes from the Shuang Liu International Airport. 

Shangri-La Hotel Chengdu
9 Binjiang Dong Road
Chengdu

610021 Sichuan

P.R. China

Tel : 00-86-28-8888 -9999
Fax : 00-86-28-8888-6666
http://www.shangri-la.com/cn/chengdu/shangrila/
5
SECURITY

Badges are not transferable. For security purposes, participants are kindly requested to wear their badges at all times, during meetings and related activities. Access to the event will be denied to any individual who is not officially accredited or who uses a badge improperly. 

6
EXCURSION 

After the Conference meeting, on the afternoon of Sunday 16 June 2013, the Chinese Organizing Committee proposes a visit to the International Cultural Heritage Park and Chengdu Jinsha Site Museum.

7
CONFERENCE SERVICES AND FACILITIES

The Chinese Organizing Committee will provide a public office space for the participants during the conference. The space will be equipped with computer (with Internet access) and printers. Staff will be available to provide technical assistance. WiFi is available at Shangri-La Hotel Chengdu.
8
GENERAL INFORMATION 

8.1
Brief introduction to Chengdu 

Chengdu, the western central city, is the capital of Sichuan province. It is one of the national Famous Historical and Cultural Cities in China. The State Council of PRC has designated Chengdu as the centre of science and technology, trade and finance, the hub of transportation and communication in the southwest area of China. The total area of Chengdu is 12,100 km², with a population of 14.176 million. There are 9 districts, 4 cities and 6 counties under the jurisdiction of Chengdu.

Located in the fertile plain in western Sichuan, Chengdu has a history of over 2,300 years. With favourable natural conditions, Chengdu enjoys the spring-like climate all year round, with few drought, flood and famine, and is renowned as “the land of abundance”. Chengdu is rich in tourist resources, such as Qingcheng Mountain, Dujiangyan Irrigation System and Sichuan Giant Panda Sanctuaries, which are in the UNESCO World Heritage List. There are many famous attractions in Chengdu, such as Wuhou temple, Du Fu Thatched Cottage, Chengdu Jinsha Relic Site and Xiling Snow Mountain. Chengdu has been rewarded as one of the Best Tourist Destinations in China by the World Tourism Organization.

Chengdu, as an important economic centre in the west part of China, boasts over 30 state-level research and development institutes, such as Nuclear Power Institute of China and AVIC Chengdu Aircraft Design and Research Institute, and 42 institutions of higher learning, including Sichuan University and University of Electronic Science and Technology of China, with over 500,000 students. Advantageous industries have been developed, such as electronic information industry, Auto-machinery industry, aeronautics and astronautics industry, petrochemical industry, optoelectronic and photovoltaic industry and biomedical industry. Chengdu has become an important global industrial base of electronic information, national new industry and new materials and new energy.

Seated in the west of China, Chengdu is a crucial city opening up to the outside world, with 233 companies among Fortune Global 500 Companies launching branches in Chengdu. Actual utilized foreign capital and the total volume of imports and exports rival other Midwest cities in China. Ten countries including United States, Germany, Australia, have established their Consulate General in Chengdu and the number of foreign consulates ranks the third only after Shanghai and Guangzhou. Chengdu has won the title of National Model City of Social and Cultural Development, State Model City of Environment Protection, State Garden City, Renowned Software City in China, National Demonstration City of Intellectual Property. Chengdu has been honoured as a ‘landmark to invest in inland China​​’, ‘City of Gastronomy’ and ‘Model for Post-Disaster Reconstruction’ respectively by the World Bank, UNESCO and the United Nations Strategy for Disaster Reduction Agency. In the list of the fastest growing cities in the next 10 years published by Forbes magazine, Chengdu ranks first. Chengdu becomes the fourth host city of Fortune Forum’s in China, following Hong Kong SAR, Shanghai and Beijing.

Chengdu is the core area of the ‘Land of Abundance’. Here stand Du Fu Thatched Cottage, a cottage of a Tang Dynasty poet, Wuhou Temple with culture of Three Kingdoms, Jinsha Relic Site, renowned as the 21st century China's first major archaeological discovery, where Sun God Birds, the symbol of Chinese cultural heritage, was unearthed. Chengdu holds many intangible cultural heritage items, among which the most distinctive items are Sichuan Opera, Shu brocade, Shu embroidery, Woven Bamboo Wares, Chengdu Taoist music. Chengdu cuisine is gorgeous and renowned at home and abroad for its famous traditional dishes with spicy and hot flavour, and dishes that taste crisp, fresh and tender.

8.2
Currency

Exchange rate as of June 2013: 
1 US dollar = 6.134 RMB Yuan; 

1 Euro = 8.110 RMB Yuan 

There is no limitation for carrying foreign currencies into China. But travellers who carry more than US$5,000 in cash into China must make a declaration to customs. Duly declared, foreign currencies are allowed to be brought out of China, otherwise only US$5,000 or less can be carried out of China. Tourists are only allowed to carry 6,000 RMB Yuan in and out of China. For any RMB Yuan converted into foreign currency prior to leaving China, the tourists must present the receipts of foreign exchange.

Most international currencies and travellers’ checks can be converted in major banks, hotels and international airports. The normal working hours of the banks are: 8:30 am to 5:30 pm. Most major credit cards are accepted in most of the hotels and shopping malls. Some credit cards (including Visa and MasterCard) can be used at the ATM of the Bank of China. 

8.3
Driving

China has not joined the 1949 Convention on Highway Transportation. Therefore participants holding an international driving license who stay in China for a short period are not allowed to drive cars in China.

8.4
Electricity

The power supply in China is 220-240 volts, 50 hertz. Hotels provide 110V or 220V sockets for electric appliances. For participants who require adaptors, the hotel will be glad to provide them.

8.5
Postal Service

Post offices generally are open every day from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. A Postal and Courier Service is available at the Shangri-La Hotel Chengdu.

8.6
Time

The Standard Time is 8 hours ahead of GMT.

8.7 
Weather

The Chengdu climate can be hot at this time of the year. Average temperatures in late June vary from 20° C to 28° C (68 to 82.4° F), with a possibility of rain. And the relative air humidity of Chengdu is 60% on average during 12 to 17 in last June. The participants are advised to bring light summer clothes. 
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