Form ICH-09 (2009) — Request from an NGO for Accreditation

Form ICH-09

1. Name of the organization

Please provide the full official name of the organization, in its original language as well as in
French and/or English.

Asociacion de Gestores del Patrimonio Historico y Cultural de Mazatlan, AC (
Association of Heritage Protectors of Mazatlan, Mexico)

2. Address of the organization

Please provide the complete postal address of the organization, as well as additional contact
information such as its telephone or fax numbers, e-mail address, website, etc.. This should be
the postal address where the organization carries out its business, regardless of where it may be
legally domiciled (see item 8).

Eichtalboden 85

5400 Baden
Switzerland

Tel 0041 56 2224655
Fax 0041 56 2224680
www.ulama.org

horizonam@bluewin.ch

3. Country or countries in which the organization is active

Please identify the country(ies) in which the organization actively operates. If it operates entirely
within one country, please indicate which country. If its activities are international, please indicate
whether it operates globally or in one or more regions, and please list the primary countries in
which it carries out activities

X national
[] international (please specify: )
[ ] worldwide
[] Africa
[ ] Arab States
[ ] Asia & the Pacific
[] Europe & North America
[] Latin America & the Caribbean
Please list the primary country(ies) where it is active:

We are mostly active in Mexico, but our members are also in Switzerland and the USA.
Our ultimate goal is to involve communities and NGOs and Universities in the Southwest
USA, Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador, where Ulama was originally played
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Form ICH-09 (2009) — Request from an NGO for Accreditation

4. Date of its founding or approximate duration of its existence

Please state when the organization came into existence.

Legally founded on May 25, 2001, in Mazatlan, Mexico ( scan attached)

5. Objectives of the organization

Please describe the objectives for which the organization was established, which should be “in
conformity with the spirit of the Convention” (Criterion C). If the organization’s primary objectives
are other than safeguarding intangible cultural heritage, please explain how its safeguarding
objectives relate to those larger objectives.

Not to exceed 350 words; do not attach additional information

The Asociacion de Gestores del Patrimonio Historico y Cultural de Mazatlan, AC (
AGPHCM) has been the leading NGOs responsible for promoting and safekeeping our
tangible and untangible heritage in the region of Mazatlan, Mexico. By far the most
important and most endangered cultural manifestation is the ancient game of Ulama or
Ullamaliztli. This game dates back to 1400 BC and was played in Mesoamerica ( from
the North of Mexico to Costa Rica)-this is an area covering from Paris to Moscow- and
was practiced by tens of thousands of Mesoamericans. Today, fewer than one hundred
people practice the game and those who do, reside in the area of Mazatlan , Mexico,
where our ONG has the majority of its members.

The statutes of our NGO state as our goal, the preservation of cultural heritage. We
achieve this by making people aware of our tangible and intangible heritage and which
shall serve as a source of identity and belonging. This process shall create a link to past
generations of Mazatlecos and to the best of what our ancestors have created. Likewise,
we have the obligation to pass on those traditions to future generations, who should also
derive a sense of identity and belonging . Additionally, this cultural heritage shall be
considered an important economic resource and exploitable, in a rational and
professional manner, by trained individuals working in cultural tourism. ( point five:
objectives, page 4, act number 12,735, May 2001. Mazatlan, Mexico)
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Form ICH-09 (2009) — Request from an NGO for Accreditation

6. The organization’s activities in the field of safeguarding intangible cultural
heritage

Items 6.a. to 6.c. are the primary place to establish that the NGO satisfies the criterion of having
“proven competence, expertise and experience in safeguarding (as defined in Article 2.3 of the
Convention) intangible cultural heritage belonging, inter alia, to one or more specific domains”
(Criterion A).

6.a. Domain(s) in which the organization is active

Please check one or more boxes to indicate the primary domains in which the organization is
most active. If its activities involve domains other than those listed, please check “other domains”
and indicate which domains are concerned.

X oral traditions and expressions

[] performing arts

X social practices, rituals and festive events

[] knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe
X traditional craftsmanship

[] other domains - please specify:

6.b. Primary safeguarding activities in which the organization is involved

Please check one or more boxes to indicate the organization’s primary safeguarding activities. If
its activities involve safeguarding measures not listed here, please check “other safeguarding
measures” and specify which ones are concerned

X identification, documentation, research (including inventory-making)
X preservation, protection

X] promotion, enhancement

X transmission, formal or non-formal education

X revitalization

[] other safeguarding measures - please specify:
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Form ICH-09 (2009) — Request from an NGO for Accreditation

6.c. Description of the organization’s activities

Organizations requesting accreditation should briefly describe their recent activities and their
relevant experience in safeguarding intangible cultural heritage. Please provide information on
the personnel and membership of the organization, describe their competence and expertise in
the domain of intangible cultural heritage and explain how they acquired such competence.
Documentation of such activities and competences may be submitted, if necessary, under item
8.c. below.

Not to exceed 750 words; do not attach additional information

Our NGO is integrated by university professors, film directors and other active members.
Most of us grew in the area of Mazatlan and grew up seeing this game being played and
identified the factors that endanger it. We work closely with local governments and the
media in order to obtain support, and direct attention to the needs of the playing
communities.

Our NGO has monthly meetings, since 2001 and we seek a dual role: maintaing contact
with playing communities as well as with Universities and academia.

During the month of January 2009 we held a Ulama contest in Los Llanitos, Sinaloa with
the participation of four teams, Los Llanitos, Escuinapa, Mora Escarbada and La Savila.
The idea beeing to keep the game alive and in the eyes of the Media.

After having carried out two International conventions on ULAMA, in 2002 and 2003 we
have lots of followers at The California State University in Los Angeles, where a
distinguished member of our NGO, Dr. Manuel Aguilar, is very active and has in May 15-
16, 2009 organized a Mesoamerican Congress. ( Program attached) Dr. Aguilar first saw
a Ulama game thanks to our invitation in 2002 . We have never lost contact with him and
he participates via email in our discussions and meetings. We also invited and paid the
trip to Ms. Colleen Popson of Archaeology magazine, who gave us cover story (
http://www.archaeology.org/0309/index.html). ( more on our webpage www.ulama.org/
fieldwork) . "The Economist" also reported on our efforts ( "Take me out to the ballgame"
April 24, 2004)

We no longer carry out International conventions, because of the high cost- we don'’t
receive subsidies- but hold regular meetings to address the impediments to the practice
of Ulama. A current problem is the lack of rubber balls as the ancient technique of ball
making has been lost. Currently we are holding a local contest and invited all to submit a
rubber ball elaborated according to traditional methods. Each ball weighs more than 3
kilos and takes more than 30 hours to make.

Finally we formed a yahoogroup in 2000 and have since exchanged exactly 3800 emails
among members of the group, all in relation to Cultural heritage (
centrohistorico@yahoogroups.com) Password available upon request!
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Form ICH-09 (2009) — Request from an NGO for Accreditation

7. Its experiences cooperating with communities, groups and intangible cultural
heritage practitioners

The Committee will evaluate whether NGOs requesting accreditation “cooperate in a spirit of
mutual respect with communities, groups and, where appropriate, individuals that create,
maintain and transmit intangible cultural heritage” (Criterion D). Please briefly describe such
experiences here.

Not to exceed 350 words; do not attach additional information

Very important for us is that children within the communities play Ulama. We visit them
regularly and every December we bring them christmas gifts. Since ball playing
communities are located some 30 kilometers from the main city , Mazatlan, we offer
tourism trips for those children.

We give them attention and the status among children is highest when they play Ulama.
Nowdays you are almost an outsider if you don’t play the game. Pride is a trait of playing
Ulama. This is to us the most important element since it guarantees the survival of the
game.

When we attend games, which are played weekly, we interact with locals and their wives
cook. We pay for these meals and in that way support them economically.

Photo attached of me and ulama players, players in action, young players in action

8. Documentation of the operational capacities of the organization

The Operational Directives (paragraph 94) require that an organization requesting accreditation
shall submit documentation proving that it possesses the operational capacities listed under
Criterion E. Such supporting documents may take various forms, in light of the diverse legal
regimes in effect in different States. Submitted documents should be translated into French or
English whenever possible if the originals are in another language. Please identify supporting
documents clearly with the item (8.a, 8.b or 8.c) to which they refer.

8.a. Membership and personnel

Proof of the participation of the membership of the organization, as requested under Criterion E
(i), may take diverse forms such as a list of directors, list of personnel and statistical information
on the quantity and categories of members; a complete membership roster usually need not be
submitted.

Please attach supporting documents.

8.b. Recognized legal personality

If the organization has a charter, articles of incorporation, by-laws or similar establishing
document, a copy should be attached. If, under the applicable domestic law, the organization has
a legal personality recognized through some means other than an establishing document (for
instance, through a published notice in an official gazette or journal), please provide
documentation showing how that legal personality was established.

Please attach supporting documents.
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Form ICH-09 (2009) — Request from an NGO for Accreditation

8.c. Duration of existence and activities

If it is not already clearly indicated from the documentation provided for item 8.b, please submit
documentation proving that the organization has existed for at least four years at the time it
requests accreditation. Please provide documentation showing that it has carried out appropriate
safeguarding activities during that time, including those described above in item 6.c.
Supplementary materials such as books, CDs or DVDs, or similar publications cannot be taken
into consideration and should not be submitted.

Please attach supporting documents.

9. Contact person for correspondence

Provide the complete name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for
correspondence concerning this request. If an e-mail address cannot be provided, the information
should include a fax number.

Manuel Gomez
Eichtalboden 85

5400 Baden
Switzerland

tel 0041 56 2224655
Fax 0041 56 2224680

horizonam@bluewin.ch

10. Sighature

The application must include the name and signature of the person empowered to sign it on
behalf of the organization requesting accreditation. Requests without a signature cannot be
considered.
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Members of the Asociacion de Gestores del Patrimonio Historico y Cultural
de Mazatlan AC

Dr. Manuel Aguilar: Phd in Latin American Studies, University of Texas at Austin. Currently
professor at California State University in Los Angeles. Researcher in Mesoamerican studies.

Dr. Leticia Alvarado. Professor at The Universidad Autonoma de Sinaloa, in Mazatlan,
Mexico. Has written several books on Cultural heritage, urbanism, history of Mazatlan ( *)

Dr. Ernesto Hernandez. Professor at The Universidad Autonoma de Sinaloa, Mazatlan,
Mexico. Current president of the Asociacion de Gestores del Patrimonio Historico y Cultural
de Mazatlan AC. Author of five books ( *)

Dr. Leticia Schobert. Professor at The Universidad Autonoma de Sinaloa, Mazatlan.
Mexico.author of three books. ( *)

Manuel Gomez Rubio, Ex professor at the European University and City University in Zurich
and Zug. Founder of the Asociacion de Gestores del Patrimonio Historico y Cultural de
Mazatlan AC

Roberto Rochin. Film Director. Among his work is award winning film“Ulama, el juego de
la Vida y la Muerte”

Alfredo Gomez Rubio. Founder of Proyecto Centro Historico, Mazatlan. A cultural
preservation organization ( *)

Veronica Rico, President of Proyecto Centro Historico, Mazatlan. ( *)

Oses Cole, Historian, book author ( “Diccionario Biografico ¢ historico de Mazatlan”, “las
Viejas calles de Mazatlan™ ( *)

Jesus Ernesto Gomez Rubio. Wrote “ the rules of Ulama ( *)

Note: (*) these members attend a monthly meeting, on Wednesdays at 7 PM. This meeting is
held in Mazatlan at Edificio Juarez, Plaza Machado, offices of the Proyecto Centro Historico.
Guests are a feature of this meetings.

All the above have been with the Asociacion de Gestores del Patrimonio Historico y Cultural
de Mazatlan AC since its foundation or latest since 2002.
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