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WORLD HERITAGE NOMINATION - meN SUMMARY 

OKAPI FAUNAL RESERVE (ZAIRE) 

Summary prepared by IUCNIWCMC (March 1995) based on the original documentation submitted by 
the Institut Zairois pour la Conservation de la Nature (!ZCN) of the Government of Zaire. All 
documents presented in support of this nomination will be available for consultation at the meetings of 
the World Heritage Bureau and the Committee. 

1. LOCATION 

The site is located in the Northeast of Zaire in the Ituri Forest in the Haut-Zaire Region. 

2. JURIDICAL DATA 

A captive breeding centre for okapi was first established at Epulu in the Ituri Forest in 1952. The 
Reserve de Faune it Okapis (RFO) was legally established on 2 May 1992 and is owned by the Republic 
of Zaire. Since March, 1996 the reserve has been administered by the Gilman Investment Company 
under agreement with the Institut Zairois pour la Conservation de la Nature (!ZCN). 

3. IDENTIFICA TION 

The Ituri Forest totalling 1,372,625ha is situated in the Zaire basin, one of the largest drainage systems 
in Africa. The park's northern boundary is the Nepoko River. The Ituri River which is a major tributary 
of the Zaire River, forms the southern boundary. Vegetation consists of four main forest types: swamp 
forest. mixed forest, Mbau forest dominated by limbali, and secondary growth forest. The park 
provided habitat for some 5000 of Zaire's population of 30,000 Okapis. Of the 52 mammal species, 
15 % are endemic and include elephants, water chevrotain, African golden cat, giant forest hog and the 
highest number of duiker species in Africa. The forest has 13 species of anthropoid primate species, 
more than any other African forest. There are 329 bird species of which over 70% breed in the reserve. 
Some 4000 people live inside the reserve, mostly Mbuti pygmies. 

4. STATE OF PRESERVATION 

The management of the reserve is the responsibility of the !ZCN. The park management divides the 
reserve mto four zones: (i) a central protected core area of about SOO,OOOba; (ii) a zone for traditional 
hunting largely established for indigenous populations: (iii) a 5km zone to enclose the village of Epulu: 
and (iv) a SOkm peripheral extension zone. A management plan was prepared by !ZCN with technical 
contributions and funding from national and international collaborators. The reserve is threatened by 
poaching, gold-mining and unsustainable levels of hunting and shifting cultivation. Various international 
conservation NGO's are supporting !ZCN in managing the reserve. 

5. JUSTIFICATION FOR INCLUSION ON THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST 

The Okapi Faunal Reserve nomination, as prepared by the Government of Zaire, provides the following 
justification for designation as a World Heritage natural property: 
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(iv) Contains the most important areas of hieb biodiversity and sipificant natural 
habitats for threatened species Due to its Biogeographical location, the forest is a 
Pleistocene refuge providing exceptional species richness with 15% endemicity, one of 
the highest in the world. lturi has the highest okapi density in the world. at 
approximately 2.5 individuals per square kilometre, and is listed as one of the top forest 
sites in Africa for bird conservation. It has more anthropoid primate species than any 
other African forest. 

Note: A 3 page justification is provided in the original nomination highlighting additional points of 
significance. 
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WORLD HERITAGE NOMINATION - mCN TECHNICAL EVALUATION 

OKAPI FAUNAL RESERVE (ZAIRE) 

1. DOCUMENTATION 

(i) Nomination (6p.) and supplement (27p. plus annex); 
IUCNIWCMC Data Sheet (14 references) 

(ii) Additional Literature Consulted: IUCN. 1994. Encyclopedia of Endangered Species; 
Doumenge Ch. 1990. La Conservation des Ecosystemes Forestiers du Zaire. IUCN. 
242p.; Hart 1. & S, Kubwabo C., 1994. Exploration of the Maiko N.P. WCS. 88p.; 
Collar N.J. & Stuart S.N. 1988. Key Forests for Threatened Birds in Africa. 
ICBP.102p.; IZCNIWWF. 1994. Management Guidelines for the Okapi Wildlife 
Reserve. 69p.; Kingdon 1. 1990. Island Africa. Collins. 282p.; Hart J.A. and 1.S. 
Hall. 1996. Status of Eastern Zaire's Forest Parks and Reserves. Conservation 
Biology 10(2) April; Hart T. et.al. 1996. Conservation in the Declining Nations State: 
A View from Eastern Zaire. Conservation Biology 10(2) April. 

(iii) Consultations: Eight external reviewers, local IZCN staff, Representatives of the 
Wildlife Conservation Society and Gilman Investment Co. 

(Iv) Field Visit: February 1995. Jim Thorsell 

2. COMPARISON WITH OTHER AREAS 

The Okapi Faunal Reserve (OFR) occupies about 20% of the Ituri Forest which, in tum, is a small part 
of the vast forests of the Zaire basin. It is one of 25 protected areas in the Congo Rainforest 
Biogeographic Province. Two other natural World Heritage sites exist in this same Province (Salonga 
In Zaire and Dja in Cameroon). There are a number of similarities in both species make-up and 
landscape characteristics with these sites. By its location in the upper headwaters of the Zaire basin, 
however. the Ituri is above the "cuvette" or the lower area and it has higher biodiversity. The Ituri, too, 
is the maIn habitat of the "flagship species" of the reserve - the Okapi. Of perhaps 30,000 individuals 
which remaIn in the wild. some 5.000 live in the OFR.. the site which supports the highest density of 
these distinctive animals. Okapi are also found 100 km to the south in the Maiko National Park and 
there is much overlap in other species with this lesser-known park. The OFR, however, is richer in 
pnmate and bird species due to the fact that it was thought to be a Pleistocene refuge and thus has been 
less disturbed over a long period of time. 

In an overview of the forest ecosystems of central Africa carried out by IUCN for the European 
Community (1989), 39 sites were identified in Zaire (see attached map). The OFR was one of the 
eleven priorities in this inventory. 

Recent data published by Hart and Hall provide comparisons of the OFR with Maiko and Kahuzi
Blega. The results are given in the table below and show considerable overlap in species diversity and 
populations. Human activity encounter rates are lowest in the remote areas of the OFR. 
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Table 3. Estimated mean densities of selected large mrunm:als in eastern Zaire lowland forests (1989-1995). 

EleplJant Gorillel' ClJimpanzeeb Okapi 

Dellsity DellSi/)' 
(km-1) 

_I 

Site" Zone p (lzm -) p 
Dellsill' DL'/Isi/)' 
(km-1) p (klll-J) I' 

Maiko Park park 0.68 0.25c 

hinterland 0.39 <0.05 not surveyed 
0.46 0.3-; 
1.27 <O.OS 0.41 <o.()S 

Kahuzi·Biega Park park OAO 1.20 
hinterland 0.24 no test 0.46 

DAD not present 
0.11 0.001 not present <0.001 

Okapi Wildlife Reserve remote 0.79 not present 
periphery 0.61 <0.05 not present 

0.89 o.4H 
0.55 N.S. 0.4 .. N.S. 

",lIaiko Pnrk dnta ami statistical tests are found in Hart and Sik"blVabo (l9~4). Kab"zi-Bi~gn Park ,ltUn t/l1l1 sWtisticnl tests nre r,'portet/ ill 

Hall et nJ. (unpublished). Stllllent's t IIseli to test Oknpi Reserve results and lIIa/ko Park OkapI results. 

I> Wealled imlividuals. 
,. Densities apply ollly to areas wbere I{orillas were recordeti. 

Table 4_ Estimated populations of selected large mamm:als in lowland forest parks and reserves in eastern Zaire. 1990-1995." 

Protected are(/ Elepbant Cbimpanzeeh Okapi 

:\laiko Nation;!.l Park 
Kahuzi-Biega National Extension Park 
Okapi Wildlife Reserve 
Total 

5500-7500 
1350-3600 
4750-10,100 

11.600-21.200 

350-1000 
4150-10.800 
not present 
4500-11.800 

4000-5900 
1300-.. 000 
7500-12,000 

12.800-21.900 

2300-·BO() 
not present 
3900-6350 
6200-10.65<: 

., Estimates are 95% confidence illten'aLl'. 
''IT'eallt'd illdiddun/s on(I'. 

Table S. IIl1m:U1 activities in selected forest are-.lS of eastern Zaire (1990-1995)-

HlllI/tln sign meal! 
encoullter rates (km- I) Actil'i~)'* 

Elepb,mt Food 

Sile ZOlle Passage £-..:ploitatiol/ Total HlIntillg Fisbing pOllcbing Milling Agriculture gatberi1lg 

.\\aiko :"<atiollal Park p:lrk n.s .. 0.17 0.71 + + + + + 
hinterland no dat:! no data no data + + + + 

K:illlIzi-lIiega Park park l:ore o.'r n.20 1.17 + + ++ + 0 

p:lrk boullll:lry ., '-_.·f 1.26 5.73 ++ + ++ ++ "T" 

hinterland 1.62 0.61 2.22 ++ + ++ ++ ++ 

Okapi Wildlife Reserve reJllote n. SO 0.0':' n.57 + + + + -r 

periphery 2.12 n.H; 2.9; ++ + 0 + + .... 

'.Id /1'/1.1' 1L'l'ds: .,... ~. Il"it/espretl{/ tllld )i'C'l/UL'II!: +. presellt IJllt /octlli=ed or illfrequel/t: (). lIot recorded: ? /1()ssiIJ/J' ()CCllrs. 

\'\)n'L'("\;1tUHl BIt)It)g~' 

\'llhllllL" 10, :-.;') 2 .. \pnl 1')\)(1 

In summary, all the forests of eastern Zaire and the remnant forests along the Albertine Rift are very 
important for conservation. They all have a rich flora and a diverse fauna of mainly frugivorous 
species, most support forest elephants and some harbour threatened gorilla and chimpanzee populations 
(e.g. Kahuzi-Biega, Virunga and Bwindi Impenetrable). The OFR special qualities are: 
• it is one of two main strongholds for the Okapi (along with Maiko N.P.); 

• it has the highest diversity of primates (13 species) of all the African forests (except the 
Nouabale-Dzanga reserves) and is one of the top ten rated sites in Africa for threatened birds; 

• it is one area that was likely a Pleistocene refugia; 

• it has some interesting physical features such as the falls on the Ituri and Epulu nvers and 
several inselburgs in the north; and 

• it is less disturbed by human activities than many other forests, it is of sufficient size and is the 
site of long term scientific research, 

Finally, although not a factor in the criteria for natural sites, the OFR is of special interest for its 
cultural values as it is inhabited by traditional nomadic pygmy Mbuti and Efe hunters. 
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3. INTEGRITY 

Like all parks in Africa, the OFR is subject to a wide range of threats. Table 1 sununarizes what the 
current and long-tenn threats are and what is being done to address them. The most serious of these 
threats is the current level of immigration into the area. which. if it continues, will present a serious 
obstacle to long-tenn protection of the OFR Added to this list are the current political and 
administrative difficulties in Zaire which are reflected in the lack of government support to pay salaries 
of OFR staff. These deficiencies have been taken up by the three main NGO's active in project work in 
the OFR but this support cannot be assured in the long tenn. The Committee will note that the World 
Heritage Fund is already assisting to pay staff salaries in three of Zaire's other World Heritage sites as 
the capacity ofIZCN in Kinshasa is very limited due to the economic crisis in the country. 

A de facto management plan for the OFR exists but has not yet been fonnally approved. The plan notes 
that IZCN will not have the capacity to implement the plan and donor support will be required. This 
plan was prepared with extensive consultation but several IUCN reviewers felt the zoning system 
proposed did not adequately define appropriate core zones. 

A final concern relates to the legal basis of the reserve which does not provide the highest level of 
protection by Zaire law. As there is extensive human use of much of the OFR. a national park 
designation (as indicated in the nomination), however, may not be appropriate. A better defined core 
area(s) would give greater assurance oflong-tenn integrity. 

In summary, then, if the Committee takes a liberal approach to condition of integrity vi, the OFR would 
comply. If it were to take a stricter view, the OFR could be questioned on the basis of condition vi. 

4. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

While the majority of the area of the OFR has not been and is not currently subject to human activity, 
there are many aspects of human history that add interest. Similarly, the living BaMbuti culture in the 
reserve is an inseparable part of the Ituri forest. Although it is a culture that is gradually being 
assimilated, its significance could be better reflected in the nomination. 

5. EVALUATION 

The Zaire River basin has been referred to as an "evolutionary whirlpool" (Kingdon, 1990) as it is the 
hub around which much evolution has taken place. The Ituri region on the moist eastern margin of this 
basin is "a dramatic theater for science and natural history" and the OFR will undoubtedly continue to 
yield new discoveries. The international importance of eastern Zaire and the adjacent protected areas of 
the Albertine rift is reflected in the existence of-jive existing natural World Heritage sites: Garamba. 
Rwenzori. Bwindi Impenetrable, Virunga and Kahuzi-Biega. On the map this appears as a high 
concentration in this one region but each of the above sites has major distinct features. 

The OFR. as noted in section 3 above, also has features that dramatically distinguish it from its five 
World Heritage "neighbors". The values of the site are well-described in the nomination summary 
justification for criterion iv. Certainly the OFR meets this criterion but. as noted above, there is some 
question if it meets the related condition of integrity vi. 

The 19th Session of the Bureau agreed with this assessment and referred the nomination back to the 
authorities in Zaire for further information. A reply was received too late in time for consideration in 
1995 but has now been assessed by IUCN. The reply noted that the management plan has been 
approved. that salaries had been paid and that various management activities were underway to address 
the issues of immigration, education, tourism and research. 
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Further to this positive news, further infonnation regarding management of the reserve was received 
over the past few months: 

• The GEF is considering a project to support the Reserve. Approval is still awaited. 

• A private conservation group, the Gilman Investment Company (GIC), was given responsibility 
for management of the Reserve by the Government of Zaire in March, 1996. This includes a 
commitment by the GIC to pay staff salaries. The GIC intends to commit $450.000 annually 
for the next five years towards operation of the reserve in the context of the management plan. 

• The concerns over the zoning portion of the management plan as discussed above have not yet 
received study. 

The Bureau felt that this response was sufficient and recommended the site to the Committee for 
inscription under criterion iv. The main concern remaining was the question of the transfer of 
management responsibility to a private organization. In a previous case of this nature (Manovo-Gounda 
St. Floris) the Committee (1992) wished to know the implications of privatization on (a) protection of 
the site, (b) participation of local people, and (c) regional, social and economic impacts. Similar 
queries should also be made in the case of the OFR. 

6. RECOMMENDA TIONS 

The Okapi Faunal Reserve meets criterion iv and is recommended for inscription on the World Heritage 
List. Monitoring of the effectiveness of the new management arrangements should be requested. 
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DESIGNATION POUR LA LISTE DU PA TRIMOINE MONDIAL 
RESUMEUICN 

RESERVE DE FAUNE A OKAPIS (ZAiRE) 

Resume UICN,wCMC (mars 1995) prepare d'apres la designation d'origine soumise par l'Institut Zalrois 
pour la Consetvation de la Nature (!ZCN) do gouvemement do ZaIre. L'original et tous les documents 
presentes a l'appui de cette designation seront disponibles pour consultation aux reunions du Bureau et do 
Comite. 

1. SITUATION 

Le site se trouve au nord-est do ZaIre, dans la foret d'Ituri, region do Haut ZaIre. 

2. DONNEES JURIDIQUES 

En 1952, un centre d'elevage en captivite de l'okapi a ere etabli a Epulu, dans la foret d'Ituri. La Reserve de 
faune a Okapis (RFO) a ere legaIement etablie Ie 2 mai 1992 et appartient a la Republique du ZaIre. Depuis 
mars 1996, la Reserve est achninist:ree par Gilman Investment Company dans Ie cadre d'un accord signe avec 
l'Institut Zalrois pour la Conservation de la Nature (!ZCN). 

3. DESCRIPTION 

La foret d'Ituri, qui couvre 1.372.625 ha, se trouve dans Ie bassin do ZaIre, un des plus grands bassins de 
drainage de l'Afrique. Les limites septentrionales do pare sont longees par Ie fleuve Nepoko. La riviere Ituri, 
affluent principal du ZaIre, trace les limites meridionales. La vegetation comprend quatre types de forW 
principaux: la foret rnartX:ageuse, la foret mixte, la foret Mbau dorninee par Ie Limbali et une foret secondaire. 
Le pare abrite environ 5000 des 30.000 okapis du ZaIre. Parmi les 52 es¢ces de mammiferes, 15% sont 
endemiques et comprennent notamment des elephants, des chevrotains aquatiques, des chats dores d'Afrique, 
des hylocheres et Ie plus grand nombre d'es¢ces de cephalophes d'Afrique. La foret compte 13 especes de 
primates antbropoi"des, plus que toute autre fom d'Afrique. n y a 329 es¢ces d'oiseaux dont 70 % nichent 
dans la Reserve. Environ 4000 personnes vivent a l'inrerieur de la Reserve, essentieUement des pygmees 
Mbuti. 

4. ETAT DE PRESERVA TION/CONSERVA TION 

C'est a I'IZCN qu'incombe la gestion de la Reserve, divisee en quatre zones: i) une zone centrale integraiement 
protegee d'environ 500 000 ha; 0) une zone de chasse traditionneUe essentieUement etablie pour les 
populations autochtones; iii) une zone de 5 km qui englobe Ie village d'Epulu; et iv) une zone d'extension 
peripherique de 50 km. Un plan de gestion a ere prepare par I'IZCN grace aux contributions techniques et au 
financement de coUaborateurs et intemationaux. La Reserve est menacee par Ie braconnage, la prospection de 
ror et des niveaux non durables de chasse et d'agriculture itinerante. Plusieurs ONG intemationales de 
conservation aident I'IZCN a gerer la Reserve. 

5. RAISONS JUSTIFIANT L'INSCRIPTION SUR LA LISTE DU PA TRIMOINE MONDIAL 

Pour justifier la designation de La Reserve de faune a okapis pour la Liste du patrimoine mondial, Ie 
gouvemement du ZaIre donne les raisons suivantes: 
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(iv) Compread Ies rep,... lei plus importanta cia point de vue de .. cIMnite bioIoaique et des 
habitats aatureIs imporUDts oil surviveDt des especes meDecfes- Vu sa situatjm biogeographique. 
la forCt est un refuge du pJeistoceDe possMant UDC fiume et une flore exceptionneIlem riches qui 
preseotent un taux d'endanisme de 15%, un des plus CleWs du mcmdc. Ituri possede la plus forte 
densit.e d'okapis au mcmdc avec enviroo 2,5 individus au kilcxnetre c:arre; elle est considCn:e cornme 
un des sites forestiers principaux d'Afiique pour Ia c:ooservaticn des oisGwx. Elle possede plus 
d'especes de primates antbropoides que toute autre forCt d'Afrique. 

Note: La designarim d'origine contient un texte justificatif de trois pages qui met en relief d'autres points 
irnportants. 
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DESIGNATION POUR LE PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 
EVALUATION TECHNIQUE mCN 

RESERVE DE FAUNE A OKAPIS (ZAiRE) 

1. DOCUMENTATION 

(i) Designation (6p) et supplement (27p plus annexe); fiches techniques UICNIWCMC (14 
references) 

(ii) Litterature consultee: !UCN. 1994. Encyclopedia of Endangered Species; Doumenge Ch. 
1990. La Conservation des Ecosystemes Forestien du Zaire. UICN. 242p.; Hart 1. & S, 
Kubwabo C., 1994. Exploration of the Maiko N.P. WCS. 88p.; Collar N.1. & Stuart S.N. 
1988. Key Forests for Threatened Birds in Africa. ICBP.102p.; IZCNM'WF. 1994. 
Management Guidelines for the Okapi Wildlife Reserve. 69p.; Kingdon J. 1990. Island 
Africa. Collins. 282p; Hart 1.A. et 1.S. Hall. 1996. Status of Eastern Zaire's Forest Parks 
and Reserves. Conservation Biology 10(2) April; Hart T. et aI. 1996. Conservation in the 
Declining Nations State : A View from Eastern Zaire. Conservation Biology 10(2) April . 

(iii) Consultations: 8 examinateurs independants, persormellocal de 1'IZCN, representants de la 
Wildlife Conservation Society et Gihnan Investment Co. 

(iv) Visite du site: tevrier 1995. Jim Thorsell. 

2. COMPARAISON AVEC D'AUTRES AIRES PROTEGEES 

La Reserve de faune a okapis (RFO) occupe environ 20% de la foret d'Ituri qui, elle-meme, n'est qu'une infime 
partie des vastes forets du bassin du Zaire. C'est une des 25 aires protegees de la Province biogeographique 
des forets ombrophiles congolaises. Dans cette province, il existe deux autres Biens naturels du patrimoine 
mondial (Salonga, au ZaIre et Dja, au Cameroun). Tous ces sites presentent des similitudes tant dans la 
composition des especes que dans les caracreristiques des paysages. Toutefois, de par sa situation en amont du 
bassin du Zaire, Ituri domine la cuvette et la diversite biologique y est plus riche. De plus, Ituri est l'habitat 
principal de 1'espece «phare» de la Reserve: I'okapi. Des quelque 30 000 individus restant a l'etat sauvage, 
environ 5000 vivent dans la Reserve aU ron trouve la plus forte densite de ces animaux etonnants. On trouve 
aussi des okapis a 100 Ian au sud, dans Ie Pare national de Maiko qui, bien que moins connu, possede 
plusieurs des especes que ron trouve dans la RFO. Cependant, la Reserve compte plus d'especes de primates 
et d'oiseaux. En effet, on pense qu'il s'agit d'un refuge du Pleistocene et, a ce titre, elle a ere moins pertu.rbee. 

Lors d'une evaluation des ecosysremes forestiers de 1'Afrique centrale, conduite par 1'UICN au nom de la 
Cornmunaute europeenne (1989), 39 sites furent decrits pour Ie Zaire (voir carte ci-jointe). La Reserve etait 
un des 11 sites prioritaires mentionnes dans cet inventaire. 

Hart et Hall ont recemrnent publie des donnees qui comparent la Reserve de Faune a Okapis avec Maiko et 
Kahuzi-Biega. Les resultats figurent dans Ie tableau qui suit et montrent un ehevauchement considerable dans 
la diversite et les populations d'especes. Les activites huma.ines soot plus faibles dans les regions reculees de 
laRFO. 

En resume, toutes les forets du ZaIre oriental et les vestiges forestiers sinJes Ie long du rift a1bertin sont tres 
irnportants pour la conservation. Tous possedent une flore riche, une faune diverse d'especes essentieUement 
frugivores: la plupart entretiennent des elephants de foret et certaines, des populations menacees de gorilles .et 
de ehirnpanzes (par ex. Kahuzi-Biega, les Virungas et la Foret impenetrable de Bwindi). Les caracreristiques 
propres a la RFO sont les suivantes: 
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Les sites critiques pour 10 conservation des forets QlJ ZAIRE 
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Table 3. Eslim:lCed me:ln densities of selected brge m:unm:sIs in e:astem Zaire lowland forests (1989-1995). 

Elepbant Gorlllab Cbll'Jpanzee'> Okapi 

Dt!llSilj Dt!nsl9'. [)ellSI?:. Ifl!llslY' 
P 

Site" Zotle (km--) p (k"'--) p (km-) p (k"'- ) 

Maiko po"o. park 0.68 0.25~ 0.046 0.35 
hintcrland 0.39 <0.05 not surveyed 1.27 <0.05 0.41 <0.05 

Kahuzi·Bie:ga PO"rk park 0040 1.20 0.040 not prescnt 
hintcrland 0.24 no test 0046 <0.001 0.11 0.001 not prescnt 

Okapi Wildlife: Rescrve: remotc 0.79 not prcsc:nt 0.89 0.48 
pcriphcry 0.61 <0.05 not prescnt 0.55 N.S. 0.44 N.S. 

d,IltI;ka Park (lata alld slatislical tests a~follnd In Hart and Sikubwabo (1994). Kablal·BIega Park data alltl statistical tests are reportetl ill 
Hall et al. (unpubllsbed). Stttdenl"s I used to test Okapi Reserve results and Maiko ParlI OIeapi rallits. 
b Wetlllet! Im/iul(IIIais. 
C Densilil!s apply ollly to areas wbere Rorillas IUere recor(leti. 

Table 4. Estimated populations of seit.'Cted large rruurunals in lowland forest parks and reserves in e:astem Zaire, 1990-1995." 

Prolected arell Elephant Garluab Cbimpanzee" Okapi 

Maiko National Park 
Kahuzi.Biega National E.'Ctcnsion Park 
Okapi Wildlife Reservc 
Total 

5500-7500 
1350-3600 
4750-10,100 

11,600-21,200 

350-1000 
4150-10,800 
not present 
4500-11,800 

4000-5900 
1300-4000 
7500-12,000 

12,800-21,900 

2300-4300 
not presenc 
3900-6350 
6200-10,65<: 

"Estimales tire 95" confidence Iliten'ais. 
"IVentled I"dit'idllals only. 

Table 5. Ifum:w activities in selected forest areas of e:astem Zaire (1990-1995). 

HllInttn sign mean 
eTlcomlter rates (km-') Actit'ity'" 

Elephant Footl 
Sill' ZUlli! P'LU(/,~e Exploitation Total Huntillg Fisbing poacbing Mining Agriculture gatlJerillg 

,\Iaiko National I'ark 1':10. O.5..f 0.17 0.71 + + + + + 
hinterland no d:tt:1 no data no data + + ? + + 

K:lhuzi-Biq,:a Park park core 0.97 0.20 1.17 + + ++ + 0 
..,:10. boundary 2..+7 1.26 3.73 ++ + ++ ++ + 
hinterland 1.61 0.61 2.22 ++ + ++ ++ ++ 

Okapi Wildlife Rl!secvl! remote 0.50 0.0;' 0.57 + + + + + 
periphery 2.12 O.R:; 2.95 ++ + 0 + ++ 

~.4ail'il)' h'/'<'Is: + +, /l'itll!spn.'tl(llIIICI/I'I!CfIlI.'IIl; +. PI'I!Sl!llt IJllt 1''''tlU=l!tl (lr ;llfreCf"'!IIt; 0, I/ot recortll!t/;?, pnss;/){I' ',,"CIITS. 

CUIl!'C:r'\°:uiun Diult)~y 

Volume Ill, ;-10_ 1. "pril 1<)<)6 

• e'est l'une des deux prineipales places fortes de l'okapi (avec Ie Pare national de Maiko); 

• elle possede la plus grande diversrte de primates (13 especes) de toutes les forets africaines (a 
l'exception des Reserves de Nouabale-Dzanga) et e'est un des dix. sites les plus importants d'Afrique 
pour les oiseaux menaces; 

• e'est un refuge du Pleistocene probable; 

• elle possede des caractCristiques physiques interessantes comme les chutes des fleuves Ituri et Epulu 
et plusieurs inselbergs dans Ie nord; 

• elle est moins perturbCe par les activitCs humaines que bien d'autres forets; ses dimensions sont 
satisfaisantes et elle fuit l'objet de travaux de recherche scientifique along tenne. 

Enfin - bien que ce fucteur n'entre pas en ligne de compte dans les criteres relatifs aux biens naturels - la 
Reserve est specialement interessante pour les populations nomades de Pygmees Mbuti et chasseurs Efe qui 
s'y trouvent. 
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3. INTEGRITE 

Comme tolls les pares d'Aftique, la RFO est sujette a de nombreuses menaces. Le Tableau 1 resume les 
rnc:mces a long terme actuelles Cit les mesures prises pour les 6limiDer. La plus preoccupantc est I'inunigration 
importante qui a lieu dans la region et qui, si eUe sc poursuit a ce tytbme. deviendra un obstacle grave a la 
protection a long terrnc de la RFO. A ces menaces vienneut s'ajouter les difficu1tes politiques et 
administratives que camait Ie Zaire et qui se tnwuisent par uue absence de participation do gouvemement au 
versement des salaires do personnel de la RFO. Les trois principales ONG qui participent activement a la 
rCalisation de projets dans la Reserve pallieot ces lacunes mais DC pourroot apporter leur appui a long tenne. 
Le Cornite notera que Ie Foods do patrimoine moodial cootribue deja aux salaires do personnel de trois autres 
Biens do patrimoine moodial do Zaire car les rnoyaJS de I'lZCN soot tres limites en misoo de la crise 
economique qui s6vit dans Ie pays. 

n existe un plan d'amCnagement tk facto pour la Reserve mais il n'a pas encore ete officieUement approuve. n 
est dit, dans ce plan, que I'lZCN n'a pas les ressources n«essaires pour appliquer Ie plan et qu'il fcwdra f.Ure 
appel a des baiUeurs de fonds. Le plan a ete prepare apres des coosu1tations approfondies mais plusieurs 
evaluateurs de I'UICN ont estime que Ie systCme de zonatioo propose DC definissait pas de maniere 
satisfaisante des zones cemrales appropriees. 

Enfin. Ie statut juridique de la RFO DC confere pas a ce11e-ci la plus haute protedioo prevue par la loi zairoise. 
Etant dollD6 qu'une bame partie de la Reserve est ut.ilisee par I'homme, l'appellatioo de pare natiooal ne 
conviendrait peut-etre pas (cormne Ie mentioone Ie textc de la cJesignatioo). Vue meilleure definition de la (des) 
zone(s) centra1e(s) offiirait uue meilleure garantie a loog tcnne. 

En resume, si Ie Comit6 interpIi:te Ie critCre d'intCgrite vi d'une maniCre IiberaJe. la Reserve satis&it au critere. 
S~ toutefois, il adopte un point de we plus conservateur. l'inscriptioo de la RFO peut etre mise en cause sur la 
base do critere vi. 

4. AVTRESCOMMENTAIRES 

La majeure partie de la RFO n'a pas ere (et n'est pas actueUement) soumise a des activites humaines mais de 
nombreux aspects de l'histoire de l'humanite lui ajoutent de I'interet. Ainsi la culture vivante des BaMbuti est 
inseparable de la foret d'lturi. Bien que les BaMbuti soient progressivement assimiles, leur importance 
cultureUe pourrait etre mieux refl6tee dans la designation. 

5. tv ALVA nON 

Le bassin du fleuve Zaire. run des berceaux de revolution. a ere baptise «bouillon evolutionnaire» (Kingdon. 
1990). La region d'Ituri. sur les marges orientales humides de ce bassin. est «Wl theatre exceptionnel pour la 
science et l'histoire nature1le» et la RFO perrnettra, t1 D'en pas douter, de nouveUes decouvertes. L'importance 
intemationale du Zaire oriental et des aires protegeeS contigues do rift albertin est refl6tee dans la presence de 
cinq biens do patrimoine mondial: La Garamba. Rwenzori. la Foret impC:nCtrable de Bwindi. les Virungas et 
Kahuzi-Biega. Sur la carte, ces sitts reprCsentent une forte concentration pour cette region mais chacun d'eux 
a d'importants traits distinctifs. 

Cornme mentionne au paragraphe 3., ci-<iessus, la Reserve a des caracteristiques qui la distinguent nettement 
de ses cinq «voisins» do patrimoine mondial. L'inter& do site est bien dCcrit dans Ie resume justificatif de la 
designation en ce qui conceme Ie critere tv. n ne flUt aucun doute que la Reserve satis&it a ce critCre. En 
revanche. comme mentionne plus haut. on peut se demander si elle satisfiUt a la CXlIldition d'int.egrit.e vi. 

Le Bureau. a sa Dix-neuvieme session. a approuve cette evaluation et rerere la designation aux AutoritCs 
zalroises pour d'autres precisions. La reponse nous est parvenue ttop tard pour qu'il en soit teou compte en 
1995 mais a ere evaluee par I'UICN. Les Autorites zairoises indiquaient que Ie plan d'amfnagement a ete 
approuve, que les salaires ont ere payes et que plusieurs activites de gestion soot en coors pour resoudre les 
problemes d'inunigratioo, d'education. de tourisme et de recherche. 
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Outre ces nouvelles positives. d'autres informations sur la gestioo DOllS sont parvc:nues ces demiers mois: 

• Le FEM envisage de soutenir un projet dans la Reserve. L'approbation du projet est attendue. 

• Un groupe de conservation prive., Gilman Investment Company (Ole) a ere charge de l'administration de la 
Reserve, par Ie gouvememcnt du Zaire, en mars 1996. Le groupe s'est engage a payer les salaires du 
personnel et a l'intmtion de consacrer 450.000 dollars, chaque annee. durant les cinq prochaines annC:es. a 
l'administration de la Reserve dans Ie contexte du plan d'anXnagement. 

• Les preoccupations coocemant Ie systf:me de zonation. cxxnmc me:ntic:lDne plus baut, n'ont pas encore ere 
prises en compte. 

Le Bureau a estimC que les reponses etaient sllffisantes et a RCalullaooe l'inscription du site au titre du critere 
N. Le probleme principal reste la question du tnmsfert des respoosabilites de gestion a Wle organisation 
privee. Dans un cas semblable (Manovo-Gounda-St Floris),le Comite (1992) a demandC a connaitre les effets 
de la privatisation sur (a) la protection du site, (b) la participation de la population locale et (c) les aspects 
regionaux, sociaux et econonuques. Les memes questioos devIaient etre posies dans Ie cas de la RFO. 

6. RECOMMANDATIONS 

La Reserve de Faune a Okapis satisfait au critere N et SOD inscriptioo sur 1a Liste du patrimoine mondial est 
reconunandee. n serait bon de demander ]a surveillance des nouvelles dispositions prises pour ]a gestion. 
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