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LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propos~: I.e Terrple du soleil, 
Konarak 

Lieu: Orissa, district de Purhi 

Eta t partie: Inde 

Dace: 15 oct.cbre 1982 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE LIICOMOS 

O-le ce bien culturel soi t ins
eri t sur la Liste du Patr:inoine fundial 
au titre des eri teres I, III et VI. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

SUr la cOte orientale de I' Inde, 
au sud du delta du Mahanadi, Ie temple 
brahrranique de KonaraJe (qu' on orthographie 
encore sous les fonres Kona:rk ou Konatka) 
est I' un des plus cel~res sanctuaires 
brahmaniques de I' Asie. Construi t vers 
1250 sous Ie regne du roi Narasingha Deva 
(1238~1264), il marque l'apogee du mouve
m:mt des fondations dediees, depuis Ie 
VIII are sieele, au dieu-soleil Sul:ya. 

Pres de 11 horizon marin oil Ie se
leil levant errerge des flots du golfe du 
Benga1e, Ie tenple, bati en pierre sur Ie 
sable du ri vage, stricterrent oriente pour 
pernettre aux pl:eIt1iers rayons du sc;>le~l 
de fr~ directerrent sa porte pnncl.pa
Ie, est une representation monurren.tale du 
char de Surya tire par un attelage de sept 
chevaux (six subsistent, dispos€s de part 
et d' autre de I' escalier nenant au sane
tuaire). SUr les cOt€s nord et sud, 24 
roues de pres de trois tret:res de di~re 
abon~t sculptees de motifs syrrboli-
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A) IDENTIFICAT~ON 

Nomination: - The Sun Terrple, Konarak 

Loca tion: Orissa, district of Purhi 

State 'Darty: India 

Date: -October 15, 1982 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the proposed cultural proper
ty be included based on the criteria I, 
III and VI. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

On the eastern ooast of India, 
south of the 1-1ahanadi Delta, is the Brah
nan terrple of &marak (which is still spel 
led as Kona.rk or Konarka), one of the most 
famous Bralman sanctuaries of Asia. Built 
ca. 1250 under the reign of the king Nara
singha Deva (1238-1264), it naiks the apo
gee of the wave of foundations dedicated 
to the sun-g::>d Sw:ya. 

Against the rorizon, on the san
dy shore, where the rising sun ererges 
from the waters of the Gulf of Bengal, 
stands the terrple, built of stone and - ... 
strictly oriented to penni t the first rays 
of the sun to strike its principal entry; . 
it is a non'LlllEIltal representa-t::ion of the 
chariot of Surya pulled by a team of seven 
horses (six of which still exist and are 
placed on either side of the stai:rwa.y lea
ding to the sanctuary) • On the rorth and 
·south sides, 24 wheels of nearly three ne
ters in dianeter, lavishly sculpted with 
symbolic motives referring to the cycle of 
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ques se ref~rant au cycle des saisans et 
des nois, oarpl~tent la structure illusion
niste du tenple-char. Entre ces ro'OOs, la 
plinthe du terrple est enti~t om~ de 
reliefs (lions fantastiques, nusiciermes 
et danseuses, groupes ~rotiques). 

,.. Came beaucoup de tenples indiens, 
~ak abrite plusieurs espaoes distincts 
et bien hi~rarchi~s. Ie vimana, ou sane
tuaire principal, ~t sw:ncnt~ d I une hau
te tour A Shikhara qui S I abattit au XlX me 
si~le; A 1 'est, le ;ahanpgana (ou hall des 
aulienoes) dani.ne aujourd'hui de sa masse 
pyramidale les ruines, inversant l' effet 
primitif. Toujours vers Ie levant, Ie nat
mandir (ou hall de la danae), aujourd'hui 
prive de toiture, s'~l~ sur une haute 
plate-fome. Di verses structures annexes 
se rencontrent encore dans l' espace clos d' 
tIDe enceinte rectangulaire ~ de por
tes et de tours. 

L'ICCM)S reocrrm:mde l' inscription 
du terrple de Konarak sur la Liste du Patri
noi.ne M::m.dial au titre des crit~s I, III 
et VI. 
- crit~ I : r~alisation artistique unique, 
le tenple a suscite les belles l€gendes qUi, 
partout, s' attachent aux chefs d' oeuvre ab
solus : sa construction aurait m:bilis~ 1200 
travailleurs pendant 12 ans. L' archi tecte, 
Bisu l-bharana, ayant quitte son village na
tal pour se vouer a son oeuvre, un fils lui 
serait n~ en son absence. Ce fils se rendit 
a son tour sur le chantier et, apres avoir 
oonstruit la coupole du tenple que son pere 
ne parvenait pas a achever, s'innDla en se 
jetant dans le vide. 
- critere III: KonaJ:'ftk offre lID tenoignage 
exceptionnel sur la civilisation du royaurre 
Orissa au XIII erne siecle. 
- critere VI : directerrent et materiellerrent 
lie aux croyances brahnaniques, Ka1arak est 
lID jalon precieux dans 1 'histoire de la dif
fusion du culte de SUrya qui, parti du Cache
mire, atteignit alors les rivages de l' Inde 
-.Q:'ientale. 

the seasons and the nonths, oonplete 
the illusionistic stnx::ture of the tern
ple-chariot. Between the wheels, the 
plinth of the tenple is entirely deoora" 
ted with reliefs (fantastic lions, IlUlSi
clans and daroers, erotic groups) • 

Like nany Indian t.enples, ~ 
cx:mprises several distinct and well or
ganized spatial units. '!he vinana, or 
principal sanctl.BrY, was surncunted by 
a high tcMer with a sikkara which was 
razed in the 19th century; to the east, 
the jahanogana (or aulienoe hall) pre
sently daninates the ruins with its py
ramidal mass, the original effect. Fur- _ 
ther to the east, the nat:nandir (or dan
ce hall), today without roofing, rises 
on a high platform. Various slbsidiazy 
structures are still found wi thin the 
enclosed area of the rectangular wall, 
which is punctuated by its gates and 
towers. 

ICCM:>S recarmends the jnclusion 
of the tenple of :&marak on the Vbrld 
lEi tage List based on criteria I, 1I1 
and VI. 
- criterion I : a unique artistic achieve
ment. The tenple has raised up those 
lovely legends which are affiliated eve
rywhere with absolute w:nxs of art : its 
oonstru:::tion caused the Il'Obilization of -
1,200 w:::nxers for 12 years. '!he archite :, 
Bisu M:::>harana, having left his birthplact:: 
to devote hiIrself to his \\Orlc, becane 
the father of a son while he was away. . .. 
This son, in his turn, became part of th 
\\Orkshop and after having oonstructed 
the cup:>la of the terrple, mich his fa- -
ther was tmable to oomplete, i.rmplated 
himself by junping into space. 
- criterion III: FOnarak is an outst.c...
ding testinony to the 13th century king...!. 
rom of Orissa. 
- criterion VI : directly and rraterially 
linked to the Bralman beliefs, FOnarak -
is the invaluable link in the histo:ry of 
the diffusion of the cult of Surya, which 
originating in Eashmir during the VIllth 
century, finally reached the sb:)res of 
Eastern India. 

lOOMOS, ma.i 1984. 
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