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1. World Heritage Property Data  

1.1 - Name of World Heritage Property  

Old City of Acre  

1.2 - World Heritage Property Details  

State(s) Party(ies) 

 Israel 

Type of Property 

cultural  

Identification Number 

1042  

Year of inscription on the World Heritage List 

2001  

1.3 - Geographic Information Table  

Name Coordinates 
(latitude/longitude) 

Property 
(ha) 

Buffer 
zone 
(ha) 

Total 
(ha) 

Inscription 
year 

Old City 
of Acre 

32.928 / 35.084  63.3 22.99 86.29 2001 

Total (ha) 63.3 22.99 86.29  

1.4 - Map(s)  

Title Date Link to source 

The Old City of Acre 01/01/2000 
 

1.5 - Governmental Institution Responsible for the 
Property  

 Guy Kav-Venaki  
Israel Chair Monitoring, Follow-Up and Periodic 
Reporting Team  
Chairman  

1.6 - Property Manager / Coordinator, Local Institution / 
Agency  

 Michelle Sofer  
Acre Municipality  
City Engineer  

1.7 - Web Address of the Property (if existing)  

1. View photos from OUR PLACE the World 
Heritage collection 

2. Website of the property 

1.8 - Other designations / Conventions under which the 
property is protected (if applicable)  

2. Statement of Outstanding Universal Value  

2.1 - Statement of Outstanding Universal Value / 
Statement of Significance  

Statement of Outstanding Universal Value 

Brief synthesis 

Acre, continuously settled from Phoenician times, was of 
major significance during the Crusader period in the Holy 
Land. Because of its position, located on a peninsula 
encompassing a natural bay, the city gained international 
significance from 1104 to 1291 as the capital of the Crusader 

kingdom of Jerusalem following its development as the 
Crusaders main port in the Holy Land. Whilst this strategically 
located port enabled it to become a centre for international 
trade, its physical boundaries, delineated by surrounding walls 
and sea, created a characteristic densely built mediaeval city. 
Following a long period of decline, during which it was still the 
main entry port for Christian pilgrims visiting Jerusalem, it 
flourished again in the 18th century as the capital of this part 
of the Ottoman Empire. Its unique character is in the 
substantial remains of the Crusader city that are preserved 
virtually intact beneath the typical Ottoman city preserved till 
the present day, and have in recent years been revealed by 
scientific excavation. 
The present townscape of the walled port-town is 
characteristic of Moslem perceptions of urban design, with 
narrow winding streets and fine public buildings and houses. 
Demonstrating the interchange of mediaeval European and 
Middle-Eastern architecture, the city has some exceptional 
edifices, including a citadel, mosques, khans and baths. 
Criterion (ii): Acre is an exceptional historic port-town in that 

it preserves the substantial remains of its medieval Crusader 
buildings beneath the existing Moslem fortified town dating 
from the 18th and 19th centuries. 
Criterion (iii): The remains of the Crusader town of Acre, both 

above and below the present-day street level, provide an 
exceptional picture of the layout and structures of the capital 
of the medieval Crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem. 
Criterion (v): Present-day Acre is an important example of an 

Ottoman walled town, with typical urban components such as 
the citadel, mosques, khans, and baths well preserved, partly 
built on top of the underlying Crusader structures. 
Integrity 

The boundaries of the property include the key elements of 
Crusader Acre which having been completely buried as a 
result of the Mamluk occupation at the end of the 13th century, 
is today mostly subterranean and has only recently begun to 
be uncovered. These well preserved remains include large 
portions of the fabric of urban life and buildings with all parts 
intact - walls, quarters, streets, alleys, fortresses, public 
buildings, religious buildings, dwellings, and shops, together 
with the subterranean infrastructure, architectural details, 
original plasterwork, and masonry. Building plans are clearly 
identifiable and building technology and materials can be 
accurately determined. 
The property also encompasses the remains of the Ottoman 
city that was built on the Crusader city and took the form of an 
urban system of alleyways, courtyards, and squares, reflecting 
the values of Moslem society. The geographical conditions 
that determined its development, together with its socio-
economic structure, have maintained the integrity of Acre as 
essentially an Ottoman port-city of the 18th century without 
significant changes until the present time. 
The overall coherence of the city is vulnerable especially 
where maintenance and conservation activities are yet to be 
undertaken. 
Authenticity 

Two major periods in history have contributed to the 
appearance of contemporary Acre: the Crusader period and 
the late Ottoman period. The special nature of the city''s 
evolution has allowed Acre to retain its character as a port 
city, with a blend of public buildings, caravanserais (khans), 
and religious buildings alongside markets, small shops, and 
large residential quarters, together with an active port which is 
still a source of income and access to the city. The major 
proportion of Acre''s individual buildings have remained largely 
in the same form as when they were built, with few major 
alterations over the last 150-300 years. However, individual 
buildings remain vulnerable to changes away from traditional 
materials and methods of maintenance and repair. 

http://www.ourplaceworldheritage.com/custom.cfm?action=WHsite&whsiteid=1042
http://www.ourplaceworldheritage.com/custom.cfm?action=WHsite&whsiteid=1042
http://www.akko.org.il/
http://whc.unesco.org/download.cfm?id_document=9640
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Protection and management requirements 

The Old City of Acre is a designated a site of antiquity under 
the 1978 Antiquity Law. 
Between 1993 and 2000 a heritage-focused Master Plan was 
drawn up by a steering committee for urban planning. This 
integrated the old city and port areas whilst also establishing a 
surrounding buffer zone. 
The property is managed jointly by Acre''s Municipality, the 
Old Acre Development Company, a Government Agency, and 
the Israeli Antiquities Authority. Advising local residents in all 
matters of development, building permits and conservation 
measures the Israeli Antiquities Authority also operates a field 
office in the city. This office also supervises public and private 
work undertaken in the property. 
Much effort is being invested to ensure that the city of Acre 
remains a living city. In 2001, together with the local 
population, a residential quarter was selected as a Pilot 
Rehabilitation Project area. This project is ongoing and 
expanding, and aimed at developing measures to ensure the 
preservation of the physical fabric, whilst allowing adaptations 
required by modern life. Another goal is directed towards 
improving the social and economic conditions of local 
residents, and enhancing their sense of pride in the city''s rich 
heritage. There is a need to strengthen the engagement of the 
local community in the maintenance of the built fabric of the 
city. 

2.2 - The criteria (2005 revised version) under which the 
property was inscribed  

(ii)(iii)(v)  

2.3 - Attributes expressing the Outstanding Universal 
Value per criterion  

2.4 - If needed, please provide details of why the 
Statement of Outstanding Universal Value should be 
revised  

2.5 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to Statement of Outstanding Universal Value  

3. Factors Affecting the Property  

3.14. Other factor(s)  

3.14.1 - Other factor(s)  
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3.15. Factors Summary Table  

3.15.1 - Factors summary table  

  Name Impact Origin 

3.1 Buildings and Development 

3.1.1  Housing 
 

   
   

   

3.1.2  Commercial development 
 

   
   

   

3.1.4  Major visitor accommodation and associated infrastructure 
 

   
   

   

3.1.5  Interpretative and visitation facilities 
 

   
    

3.2 Transportation Infrastructure 

3.2.1  Ground transport infrastructure 
 

   
   

   

3.2.3  Marine transport infrastructure 
 

   
 

   
 

   

3.2.4  Effects arising from use of transportation infrastructure 
 

   
   

   

3.3 Services Infrastructures 

3.3.1  Water infrastructure 
 

   
   

   

3.3.4  Localised utilities 
 

   
   

   

3.7 Local conditions affecting physical fabric 

3.7.1  Wind    
  

   
 

   

3.7.2  Relative humidity    
  

   
 

   

3.8 Social/cultural uses of heritage 

3.8.1  Ritual / spiritual / religious and associative uses 
 

   
 

   
 

   

3.8.2  Society's valuing of heritage 
 

   
   

   

3.8.6  Impacts of tourism / visitor / recreation 
 

   
 

   
  

3.9 Other human activities 

3.9.1  Illegal activities    
  

   
 

   

3.13 Management and institutional factors 

3.13.1  Low impact research / monitoring activities 
 

   
 

   
  

3.13.3  Management activities 
 

   
 

   
  

Legend 
Current Potential Negative  Positive  Inside  Outside  

3.16. Assessment of current negative factors  

3.16.1 - Assessment of current negative factors  

 Spatial scale Temporal scale Impact Management 
response 

Trend 

3.7 Local conditions affecting physical fabric 

3.7.1 Wind localised  frequent  minor  medium capacity  static  

3.7.2 Relative humidity localised  frequent  minor  medium capacity  static  

3.9 Other human activities 

3.9.1 Illegal activities restricted  one off or rare  insignificant  high capacity  static  
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3.17. Comments, conclusions and / or 
recommendations related to factors affecting the 
property  

3.17.1 - Comments  

3.1 New hotels support the local tourism industry. 3.1 New 
training program for local residents in tourism. 3.1 Progress in 
extracting local industrial workshops outside the buffer zone. 
3.8.2 Society valuing heritage - an increase has been made in 
the past years. 3.7.2 and 3.7.1 Cause the same impacts on 
the soft limestone and treated the same way. 

4. Protection, Management and Monitoring of the 
Property  

4.1. Boundaries and Buffer Zones  

4.1.1 - Buffer zone status  

There is a buffer zone 

4.1.2 - Are the boundaries of the World Heritage property 
adequate to maintain the property's Outstanding 
Universal Value?  

The boundaries of the World Heritage property are adequate 

to maintain the property's Outstanding Universal Value 

4.1.3 - Are the buffer zone(s) of the World Heritage 
property adequate to maintain the property's Outstanding 
Universal Value?  

The buffer zones of the World Heritage property are adequate 

to maintain the property's Outstanding Universal Value 

4.1.4 - Are the boundaries of the World Heritage property 
known?  

The boundaries of the World Heritage property are known by 
the management authority but are not known by local 
residents / communities / landowners. 

4.1.5 - Are the buffer zones of the World Heritage property 
known?  

The buffer zones of the World Heritage property are known by 
the management authority but are not known by local 
residents / communities/landowners. 

4.1.6 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to boundaries and buffer zones of the World 
Heritage property  

4.2. Protective Measures  

4.2.1 - Protective designation (legal, regulatory, 
contractual, planning, institutional and / or traditional)  

The old city of Acre is designated an antiquity site under the 
provisions of the 1978 Antiquities Law. Article 29.a prohibits 
any of the following activities without the written approval of 
the Director of the Israel Antiquities Authority: 
- building, paving, the erection of installations, quarrying, 
mining, drilling, flooding, the clearing away of stones, 
ploughing, planting, or interment; 
- the dumping of earth, manure, waste, or refuse, including the 
dumping thereof on adjoining property; 

- any alteration, repair or addition to an antiquity located on 
the site; 
 - the dismantling of an antiquity, the removal of part thereof or 
the shifting thereof; 
 - writing, carving, or painting; 
- the erection of buildings or walls on adjoining property; 
- any other operation designated by the Director in respect of 
a particular site. 

Comment 

The Israeli planning law (1965) and Acre''s master plan 
(approved 2007) give additional protection. 

4.2.2 - Is the legal framework (i.e. legislation and / or 
regulation) adequate for maintaining the Outstanding 
Universal Value including conditions of Integrity and / or 
Authenticity of the property?  

The legal framework for the maintenance of the Outstanding 
Universal Value including conditions of Authenticity and / or 
Integrity of the World Heritage property provides an adequate 
or better basis for effective management and protection 

4.2.3 - Is the legal framework (i.e. legislation and / or 
regulation) adequate in the buffer zone for maintaining 
the Outstanding Universal Value including conditions of 
Integrity and / or Authenticity of the property?  

The legal framework for the maintenance of the Outstanding 
Universal Value including conditions of Authenticity and / or 
Integrity of the World Heritage property provides an adequate 
or better basis for effective management and protection 

4.2.4 - Is the legal framework (i.e. legislation and / or 
regulation) adequate in the area surrounding the World 
Heritage property and buffer zone for maintaining the 
Outstanding Universal Value including conditions of 
Integrity and / or Authenticity of the property?  

The legal framework for the area surrounding the World 
Heritage property and the buffer zone provides an adequate 
or better basis for effective management and protection of 

the property, contributing to the maintenance of its 
Outstanding Universal Value including conditions of 
Authenticity and / or Integrity 

4.2.5 - Can the legislative framework (i.e. legislation and / 
or regulation) be enforced?  

There are major deficiencies in capacity/resources to 

enforce legislation and / or regulation in the World Heritage 
property 

4.2.6 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to protective measures  

During the past years 50% of the walls surrounding the site (in 
the water front and the land front) were preserved. All of 
ICOMOS recommendations were implemented. There has 
been an increase in awareness of conservation. increase of 
enforcement against building violations. 

4.3. Management System / Management Plan  

4.3.1 - Management System  

Ownership of the property is divided between three main 
owners: the Israeli Land Administration (80%), the Muslim 
Wakf and the Christian Churches (15%), and private 
ownership (5%). 
Following the establishment of the Old Acre Development Co 
Ltd (OADC) in 1983, a steering committee for urban planning 
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drew up a new Master Plan for the old city of Acre for the 
years 1993–2000. The plan takes into account the 
international heritage of Acre, and takes account of the 
requirements of the Building and Urban Planning Law while 
considering the possibility of turning the city into a tourist 
attraction. 
The main provisions are: 
- Preservation of the special character of the old city of Acre – 
cultural, architectural, and aesthetic values. 
- Preservation of the physical fabric whilst adapting to the 
modern quality of life. 
- Provision of a solution to the inhabitants in the fields of 
residential accommodation, environment, community services, 
infrastructure, employment, and involvement in the process of 
developing whilst involving the public in the planning process. 
- The development of tourism as a principal economic activity 
in Acre, Western Galilee, and throughout the State of Israel. 
- Determining the permissible type of usage for each plot of 
land and building. 
- Determining priorities and the distribution of resources. 
- Provision of general planning whilst providing solutions to 
suitable specific programmes at the planning and execution 
stage. 
- Provision of a solution for the planning framework of urban 
systems: ie transportation, infrastructures, sign posting, 
maintenance, management and preservation of the 
environment. 
Preparation of the Plan involved a number of studies and 
surveys. These included a condition survey of the buildings, 
the development of a traffic plan, a study of the morphology of 
residential houses, a survey of potential tourist needs, and a 
survey of infrastructure of services (water, electricity, etc). As 
a result, areas in need of urgent intervention and priorities 
were identified. 
The agencies with management authority under the terms of 
the Master Plan are the Acre Municipality, the OADC, the 
Israel Antiquities Authority (and its Conservation Department), 
and the Israel Land Administration (National Housing 
Authority). Site management is the responsibility of the OADC, 
a wholly state-owned professional body with expertise in 
management economics and marketing, and it is the OADC 
which coordinates the activities of the other partners. The 
Conservation Department of the Israel Antiquities Authority, 
which has a staff of conservation architects, engineers, 
archaeologists, and specialized conservators, is responsible 
for all conservation work. 
Monitoring and control activities carried out under the plan are: 
- Municipal inspection for enforcing the Building and Urban 
Planning Law; 
- Archaeological inspection under the Antiquities Law; 
- Conservation inspection; 
- A Conservation Steering Committee composed of 
representatives of the following bodies: Conservation 
Department of the Israeli Antiquities Authority, the District 
Engineer, the Old Acre Development Company Ltd, the 
National Housing Authority, the Master Plan architect, the 
District Architect of the Israeli Land Administration, and a 
representative of the local community. 
- A municipal tourist police. 
Regular monitoring of the buildings in the old city is shared 
between the Municipality, the National Housing Authority, and 
the Conservation Department of the Israel Antiquities 
Authority, all of which are represented by inspectors on site.   

Comment 

Please change: "A Conservation Steering Committee" to "A 
Conservation advisory Committee". In the same line, please 
change "District Engineer" to "Municipality Chief Engineer".  

4.3.2 - Management Documents  

Title Status  Available Date Link to 
source 

Master Plan for the Old City 
of Acre 

In 
Force 

Not 
available 

12/12/2000 
 

4.3.3 - How well do the various levels of administration 
(i.e. national / federal; regional / provincial / state; local / 
municipal etc.) coordinate in the management of the 
World Heritage Property ?  

There is coordination between the range of administrative 
bodies / levels involved in the management of the property but 
it could be improved 

4.3.4 - Is the management system / plan adequate to 
maintain the property's Outstanding Universal Value ?  

The management system/plan is only partially adequate to 

maintain the property's Outstanding Universal Value 

4.3.5 - Is the management system being implemented?  

The management system is only partially being implemented 

4.3.6 - Is there an annual work / action plan and is it being 
implemented?  

An annual work / action plan exists and many activities are 

being implemented 

4.3.7 - Please rate the cooperation / relationship with 
World Heritage property managers / coordinators / staff of 
the following  

Local communities / residents Fair  

Local / Municipal authorities Good  

Indigenous peoples Not applicable 

Landowners Fair  

Visitors Fair  

Researchers Fair  

Tourism industry Good  

Industry Not applicable 

4.3.8 - If present, do local communities resident in or near 
the World Heritage property and / or buffer zone have 
input in management decisions that maintain the 
Outstanding Universal Value?  

Local communities have some input into discussions relating 

to management but no direct role in management 

4.3.9 - If present, do indigenous peoples resident in or 
regularly using the World Heritage property and / or buffer 
zone have input in management decisions that maintain 
the Outstanding Universal Value?  

No indigenous peoples are resident in or regularly using the 

World Heritage property and / or buffer zone 

4.3.10 - Is there cooperation with industry (i.e. forestry, 
mining, agriculture, etc.) regarding the management of 
the World Heritage property, buffer zone and / or area 
surrounding the World Heritage property and buffer 
zone?  

There is contact but only some cooperation with industry 

regarding the management of the World Heritage property, 
buffer zone and / or area surrounding the World Heritage 
property and buffer zone 

http://whc.unesco.org/download.cfm?id_document=9681
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4.3.11 - Comments, conclusions and / or 
recommendations related to human resources, expertise 
and training  

4.3.12 - Please report any significant changes in the legal 
status and / or contractual / traditional protective 
measures and management arrangements for the World 
Heritage property since inscription or the last Periodic 
report  

A new master plan for the city of Acre is being prepared, 
including new conservation guidelines for the buffer zone. The 
new plan does not change the current plan for the Old City. 

4.4. Financial and Human Resources  

4.4.1 - Costs related to conservation, based on the 
average of last five years (relative percentage of the 
funding sources)  

Multilateral funding (GEF, World Bank, etc) 0% 

International donations (NGO´s, foundations, etc) 0% 

Governmental (National / Federal) 70% 

Governmental (Regional / Provincial / State) 10% 

Governmental (Local / Municipal) 20% 

In country donations (NGO´s, foundations, etc) 0% 

Individual visitor charges (e.g. entry, parking, camping fees, etc.) 0% 

Commercial operator payments (e.g. filming permit, concessions, 
etc.) 

0% 

Other grants 0% 

4.4.2 - International Assistance received from the World 
Heritage Fund (USD)  

Comment 

no assistance is received from the WHF 

4.4.3 - Is the current budget sufficient to manage the 
World Heritage property effectively?  

The available budget is acceptable but could be further 

improved to fully meet the management needs 

4.4.4 - Are the existing sources of funding secure and 
likely to remain so?  

The existing sources of funding are secure in the medium-

term and planning is underway to secure funding in the long-
term 

4.4.5 - Does the World Heritage property provide 
economic benefits to local communities (e.g. income, 
employment)?  

Potential economic benefits are recognised and plans to 

realise these are being developed 

4.4.6 - Are available resources such as equipment, 
facilities and infrastructure sufficient to meet 
management needs?  

There are some adequate equipment and facilities, but 
deficiencies in at least one key area constrain management 

at the World Heritage property 

4.4.7 - Are resources such as equipment, facilities and 
infrastructure adequately maintained?  

There is basic maintenance of equipment and facilities 

4.4.8 - Comments, conclusion, and / or recommendations 
related to finance and infrastructure  

No comments. 

4.4.9 - Distribution of employees involved in managing the 
World Heritage property (% of total)  

Full-time 100% 

Part-time 0% 

4.4.10 - Distribution of employees involved in managing 
the World Heritage property (% of total)  

Permanent 100% 

Seasonal 0% 

4.4.11 - Distribution of employees involved in managing 
the World Heritage property (% of total)  

Paid 100% 

Volunteer 0% 

4.4.12 - Are available human resources adequate to 
manage the World Heritage property?  

A range of human resources exist, but these are below 
optimum to manage the World Heritage Property. 

4.4.13 - Considering the management needs of the World 
Heritage property, please rate the availability of 
professionals in the following disciplines  

Research and monitoring Fair  

Promotion Not applicable  

Community outreach Fair  

Interpretation Fair  

Education Fair  

Visitor management Good  

Conservation Good  

Administration Good  

Risk preparedness Fair  

Tourism Good  

Enforcement (custodians, police) Not applicable  

4.4.14 - Please rate the availability of training 
opportunities for the management of the World Heritage 
property in the following disciplines  

Research and monitoring Medium  

Promotion Medium  

Community outreach High  

Interpretation High  

Education High  

Visitor management High  

Conservation High  

Administration High  

Risk preparedness Not applicable 

Tourism High  

Enforcement (custodians, police) Not applicable 

4.4.15 - Do the management and conservation 
programmes at the World Heritage property help develop 
local expertise?  

A capacity development plan or programme is in place and 
partially implemented; some technical skills are being 
transferred to those managing the property locally but most 
of the technical work is carried out by external staff 
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4.4.16 - Comments, conclusions and / or 
recommendations related to human resources, expertise 
and training  

No comments 

4.5. Scientific Studies and Research Projects  

4.5.1 - Is there adequate knowledge (scientific or 
traditional) about the values of the World Heritage 
property to support planning, management and decision-
making to ensure that Outstanding Universal Value is 
maintained?  

Knowledge about the values of the World Heritage property is 
sufficient for most key areas but there are gaps 

4.5.2 - Is there a planned programme of research at the 
property which is directed towards management needs 
and / or improving understanding of Outstanding 
Universal Value?  

There is considerable research but it is not directed towards 

management needs and / or improving understanding of 
Outstanding Universal Value 

4.5.3 - Are results from research programmes 
disseminated?  

Research results are shared with local participants and 
some national agencies 

4.5.4 - Please provide details (i.e. authors, title, and web 
link) of papers published about the World Heritage 
property since the last Periodic Report  

Documentation portfolios are prepared and held at the 
Municipality and IAA.  

4.5.5 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to scientific studies and research projects  

4.6. Education, Information and Awareness 
Building  

4.6.1 - At how many locations is the World Heritage 
emblem displayed at the property?  

In many locations and easily visible to visitors 

4.6.2 - Please rate the awareness and understanding of 
the existence and justification for inscription of the World 
Heritage property amongst the following groups  

Local communities / residents Poor  

Local / Municipal authorities within or adjacent to the 
property 

Average  

Local Indigenous peoples Not applicable 

Local landowners Average  

Visitors Average  

Tourism industry Average  

Local businesses and industries Average  

4.6.3 - Is there a planned education and awareness 
programme linked to the values and management of the 
World Heritage property?  

There is a planned education and awareness programme but 
it only partly meets the needs and could be improved 

4.6.4 - What role, if any, has designation as a World 
Heritage property played with respect to education, 
information and awareness building activities?  

World Heritage status has influenced education, information 
and awareness building activities, but it could be improved 

4.6.5 - How well is the information on Outstanding 
Universal Value of the property presented and 
interpreted?  

The Outstanding Universal Value of the property is adequately 
presented and interpreted but improvements could be made 

4.6.6 - Please rate the adequacy for education, 
information and awareness building of the following 
visitor facilities and services at the World Heritage 
property  

Visitor centre Excellent  

Site museum Excellent  

Information booths Excellent  

Guided tours Excellent  

Trails / routes Excellent  

Information materials Excellent  

Transportation facilities Adequate  

Other Not needed 

4.6.7 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to education, information and awareness building  

A new museum "Kingdom of the Knights" is planned to open 
this year. . IAA has opened a conservation center for 
education and training. The center is located in the Old City of 
Acre. 

4.7. Visitor Management  

4.7.1 - Please provide the trend in annual visitation for the 
last five years  

Last year Minor Increase  

Two years ago Static  

Three years ago Static  

Four years ago Decreasing  

Five years ago Minor Increase  

4.7.2 - What information sources are used to collect trend 
data on visitor statistics?  

Entry tickets and registries 

Tourism industry 

4.7.3 - Visitor management documents  

4.7.4 - Is there an appropriate visitor use management 
plan (e.g. specific plan) for the World Heritage property 
which ensures that its Outstanding Universal Value is 
maintained?  

Visitor use of the World Heritage property is effectively 
managed and does not impact its Outstanding Universal 

Value 

4.7.5 - Does the tourism industry contribute to improving 
visitor experiences and maintaining the values of the 
World Heritage property?  

There is excellent co-operation between those responsible 

for the World Heritage property and the tourism industry to 
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present the Outstanding Universal Value and increase 
appreciation 

4.7.6 - If fees (i.e. entry charges, permits) are collected, do 
they contribute to the management of the World Heritage 
property?  

The fee is collected and makes a substantial contribution to 

the management of the World Heritage property 

4.7.7 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to visitor use of the World Heritage property  

4.8. Monitoring  

4.8.1 - Is there a monitoring programme at the property 
which is directed towards management needs and / or 
improving understanding of Outstanding Universal 
Value?  

There is considerable monitoring but it is not directed 
towards management needs and / or improving 

understanding of Outstanding Universal Value 

4.8.2 - Are key indicators for measuring the state of 
conservation used to monitor how the Outstanding 
Universal Value of the property is maintained?  

Information on the values of the World Heritage property is 
sufficient and key indicators have been defined 
but monitoring the status of indicators could be improved 

4.8.3 - Please rate the level of involvement in monitoring 
of the following groups  

World Heritage managers / coordinators and staff Excellent  

Local / Municipal authorities Excellent  

Local communities Poor  

Researchers Not applicable 

NGOs Not applicable 

Industry Not applicable 

Local indigenous peoples Not applicable 

4.8.4 - Has the State Party implemented relevant 
recommendations arising from the World Heritage 
Committee?  

Implementation is complete 

4.8.5 - Please provide comments relevant to the 
implementation of recommendations from the World 
Heritage Committee  

Recommendations have been implemented. 

4.8.6 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to monitoring  

No comments. 

4.9. Identification of Priority Management Needs  

4.9.1 - Please select the top 6 managements needs for the 
property (if more than 6 are listed below)  

Please refer to question 5.2 
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5. Summary and Conclusions  

5.1. Summary - Factors affecting the Property  

5.1.1 - Summary - Factors affecting the Property  

 World Heritage 
criteria and 
attributes affected 

Actions Monitoring Timeframe Lead agency (and 
others involved) 

More info / 
comment 

3.7  Local conditions affecting physical fabric 

3.7.1 Wind Local building stone is 
soft limestone affected 
mostly from humidity 
carried by the wind.  

Daily monitoring is 
being carried out. 50% 
of the walls 
sorrounding the site 
were conserved.  

Monitoring plan covers 
all of the above.  

On going.  Acre Municipality, Old 
Acre Development 
Company, Israel 
antiquities authority.  

-  

3.7.2 Relative 
humidity 

Local building stone is 
soft limestone affected 
mostly from humidity.  

daily monitoring is 
being made. 50% of 
the walls sorrounding 
the site were 
conserved.  

Monitoring plan covers 
all of the above.  

On going.  Acre Municipality, Old 
Acre Development 
Company, Israel 
antiquities authority.  

-  

3.9  Other human activities 

3.9.1 Illegal 
activities 

House within the site 
collapsed after a 
criminal act 
(explosion). No 
damage to any 
attribute of the site.  

The explosion site was 
cleared. A police 
investigation was 
opened.  

-  The explosion took 
place on 17.2.2014 
Ongoing restoration 
and conservation 
works.  

Acre Municipality, Israel 
antiquities authority, 
Amidar, Israel Police.  

Ongoing.  

5.2. Summary - Management Needs  

5.2.2 - Summary - Management Needs  

4.1 Boundaries and Buffer Zones 

 Actions Timeframe Lead agency (and others 
involved) 

More info / comment 

4.1.4 The boundaries of the 
World Heritage property 
are not known by local 
residents / communities / 
landowners  

Though the boundaries are not 
known to local landowners it is 
less known to local residents 
and communities. All the local 
communities are aware to the 

importance of the world heritage 
site and understand the 
meaning of the announcement.  

-  Acre Municipality, OADC,Israel 
authority of antiquities.  

Acre''s old city is the site, all 
local communities, residents 
and landownres are aware that 
fact and understand it''s 
projections.  

4.1.5 The buffer zones of the 
World Heritage property 
are not known by local 
residents / 
communities/landowners 

Though the buffer zone are 
know to local landowners is it 
less known to local residents 
and communities. All the local 
communities are aware to the 
importance of the world heritage 
site and understand the 
meaning of the announcement.  

-  Acre Municipality, OADC,Israel 
authority of antiquities.  

Acre''s old city is the site, all 
local communities, residents 
and landownres are aware that 
fact and understand it''s 
projections.  

4.2 Protective Measures 

4.2.5 Major 
deficiencies in 
capacity / 
resources to 
enforce 
legislation  

Municipal enforcement forum is 
convened once a month including 
the IAA''s supervisor and There is 
a full time supervisor appointed by 
the IAA. Guidance for local 
residence and local builders about 
building regulations.  

On going. Enforcment forum 
established in 2012.  

Acre''s Municipality, IAA, OADC.  Every indictment served with a 
professional conservation review.  
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5.3. Conclusions on the State of Conservation of 
the Property  

5.3.1 - Current state of Authenticity  

The authenticity of the World Heritage property has been 
preserved 

5.3.2 - Current state of Integrity  

The integrity of the World Heritage property is intact 

5.3.3 - Current state of the World Heritage property’s 
Outstanding Universal Value  

The World Heritage property’s Outstanding Universal Value 
has been maintained. 

5.3.4 - Current state of the property's other values  

Other important cultural and / or natural values and the state 
of conservation of the World Heritage property are 
predominantly intact 

5.4. Additional comments on the State of 
Conservation of the Property  

5.4.1 - Comments  

6. World Heritage Status and Conclusions on 
Periodic Reporting Exercise  

6.1 - Please rate the impacts of World Heritage status of 
the property in relation to the following areas  

Conservation Positive  

Research and monitoring Positive  

Management effectiveness Positive  

Quality of life for local communities and indigenous 
peoples 

Positive  

Recognition Very positive  

Education Positive  

Infrastructure development No impact  

Funding for the property Positive  

International cooperation Positive  

Political support for conservation Positive  

Legal / Policy framework Very positive  

Lobbying Positive  

Institutional coordination No impact  

Security Not applicable 

Other (please specify) Not applicable 

6.2 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to World Heritage status  

- 

6.3 - Entities involved in the preparation of this Section of 
the Periodic Report  

Site Manager/Coordinator/World Heritage property staff 

Advisory bodies 

Others 

6.4 - Was the Periodic Reporting questionnaire easy to 
use and clearly understandable?  

no 

6.5 - Please provide suggestions for improvement of the 
Periodic Reporting questionnaire  

6.6 - Please rate the level of support for completing the 
Periodic Report questionnaire from the following entities  

UNESCO Very poor 

State Party Representative Very good  

Advisory Body Good  

6.7 - How accessible was the information required to 
complete the Periodic Report?  

All required information was accessible 

6.8 - The Periodic Reporting process has improved the 
understanding of the following  

Managing the property to maintain the Outstanding Universal Value 

Monitoring and reporting 

Management effectiveness 

6.9 - Please rate the follow-up to conclusions and 
recommendations from previous Periodic Reporting 
exercise by the following entities  

UNESCO Not Applicable 

State Party Not Applicable 

Site Managers Not Applicable 

Advisory Bodies Not Applicable 

6.10 - Summary of actions that will require formal 
consideration by the World Heritage Committee  

Automatically generated in online version 

6.11 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to the Assessment of the Periodic Reporting 
exercise  

IAA representative and the monitoring team of Israel National 
Commission for UNESCO was involved in the preparation of 
the report.  


