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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bienpropos~: B.Yblos 

Lieu: Nord-Lilian 

Eta t partie: Lilian 

~: 2 decerrbre 1983 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

. ~e 1. l.nScrl.pnon de ce bl.en sur la 
Liste du PatriIIoine fundial soi t diffe
ree jusqu I a la definition par Ie gouver
nerrent libanais du peri.In€tre de protec
tion de ce vaste site archeologique. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

les Pheniciens, qui consideraient 
· deja Gublu (la Gebal de la Bible) can

Ire une de leurs plus anciennes cites, ne 
se trarpaient guere : Ie site de Byblos 

· a ete continuellerrent habite depuis I' 
epcxJUe neolithique. le plus ancien eta

I blissenent hurrain, datant de 7000 ans 
· environ, parait avoir ete un village de 
pecheurs dont les nombreuses huttes no
nocellulaires ont ete retrouvees. 

Vers 3200 av.J.C., une nouvelle 
organisation de I' espace se des sine : Ie 
tertre se couvre de maisons aux nurs de 
pierre, tandis que les jarres a inhurra-

. tions, jusque la m§lees a l'habitat, 
sont rejetees a la peripherie de l'agglo 
ITEration oil de nouveaux rites funeraires 
ar:;paraissent dans la grande necropole. 
Vers 2800, Gebal se presente cc:mre une 
ville fortenent structuree : ceinte d' 
un rerrpart massif (dont la l~ende attri 
bue la construction au dieu El), elle 
crnporte une rue principale et un lacis 
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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: BYblos 

Location: North lebanon 

State narty: lebanon 

Da te: December 2, 1983 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the lnclUSl.on of the proposea 
cultural property on the vk>rld Heritage 
List be deferred until the definition by 
the goverment of lebanon of the protected 
area of this large archaeological site. 

C) JUSTI'FICATION 

T'he Phoenicians, who considered Gu
J2JJL(the Gebal of the Bible) one of their 
oldest cities, ~re in no way wrong : the 
site of Byblos has been continously inha
bi ted since the Neolithic period. The ol
dest hurran settlerrent,ca. 7,000 years 
old, afPeOIS to have been a village of 
fishernen whose nurrerous nonocellular 
huts have been rediscovered. 

. ToWa:rd.3, 200 B.C., a new spatial 
organization took fonn : the nound was 
covered with houses \'li th stone walls, 
while the inhurration urns, until that 
tilre "J?lacedwithin the living area, were 
shifted to the periphery of the agglone
ration where various types of funerary 
rituals may be observed in the large ne
cropolis. -Toward 2,800, Gebal appeared 
as a highly structured city: encloseO. 
by a massive fortified wall (whose cons
truction, leaend attributes to the god El) 
it cannrised a main street and a' net-
work ~f smaller streets. Th.e proSPeri tv 
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de ruelles adventices. Ia prospl§rit~ du 
port -d' aU I' on exportait vers I' B3YPte 
Ie bois de cMre, mat~riau indispensable 
A la oonstruction et aux chantiers navals, 
nais aussi I' huile de cMre, utilis~ 
pour la m:m1.fication des corps- suscite 
de grarrles oonstructions, ccmre celIe du 
tenple de Baalat-Geba.l, la d~sse de la 
ville, que plusieurs pharaons enrichirent 
de leurs offrarrles. Cette ville, dont sub
sistent de natbreuses traces, est incen
di~ vers 2150 par des envahisseurs Am:>
rites: une ~sse oouche de cendre (50 
an localenent) scelle les niveaux primi.
tifs. 

of the hatbour -fran which cee.ar wood, 
indispensible l'lcl.terial for buildinq 
oonstruction and for naval yards as 
well as cedar oil, used for the numrni-· 
fication of bodies were exported to 
Egypt- incited large oonstructions, as 
that of the tenple of Baalat-Gebal, 
the godess of the city, which several 
pharaohs enriched with their offerings. 
'!his city, of which nurrerous traces 
still exist, was burned ca. 2,150 by 
the invading Anorites : a thick layer 
of ashes (in SCIre places 50 ans.) seals 
off the original levels. 

Approximately two centuries later, 
Deux siecles environ plus tard, la viI';;" the city was rebuilt with new tenples 

Ie etai t reconstruite, avec de nouveaux (the terrple of the obelisks, dedicated 
temples (Ie temple aux obelisques, dedie ca. 1,900-1,600 to the god Reshef, is 
vers 1900-1600 au dieu Reshef, est Ie plus the nost well known of this period) and 
oonnu de cette periode) et Ie flux ccmrer- the ccmrercial relations with Ek]ypt we
cial avec I' Egypte reprenai t toute son amp- 're re-established in all their intensi· -
leur. Vers Ie milieu de I' age du bronze, les ty. TcMard the middle of the Bron7.p Age, 
tresors des neuf tawbes royales de By.blos the treasure of the nine Royal tawbs 
attestent le degre de perfection d' une c'i vi-of Byblos attest to the aegree of per
lisation qui rivalise avec celIe de I' Egyp- fection of a civilization which ~ted --
te pharaonique. SUr Ie saroophage du roi with that of Pharaonic Egypt. -Dn the sarc -
Ahiram (Musee National de Beyrouth), une ins,-;>hagus of the King Ahiram (National Mu
cription en caracteres pheniciens s' adresse seum, Beirut), an inscription in Phoe-
ad' eventuels pilleurs de taribes, et I' on nician characters is adc1resed to even-
a voulu voir dans cette malediction la preu- tual grave robbers; and one nay see in 
ve que l'ecriture, largenent diffusee,n'e- this curse/the proof that writing, wi-
tait plus unrrbnopOle des' scribes. < dely dispersed, was no longer the nono-

poly of the scribes. 
Ci te oanner~ante, Byblos sut s' accaro-

der des daninations successives : assyrienne, A ccmrercial city, Byblos was a-
babylonienne, ach€m§rrl.de au greoque. Pendant ble to accarrodate successive danination: 
la periode raraine, ce role ccmrercial decli-Assyrian, Babylonian, Achaemid or Greek. 
na, mais la ville assuma enoore une fonction During the Ranan period, its carmercial 
cultuelle eminente : dans ses tenples/sans role declined, but the city assurred an 
cesse reconstruits et erti:>ellis, se pre s- :eminent religious function : hoards of 
.saient 'les foules de pelerins -qu' evogue au pilgrims, as noted in the 2nd century 
II me siOCle de notre ere, Lucien de Sa- A.D. by Lucian of Sarrosate, crowded iu 
nosate. terrples which were oonstantly recons-

La recession,anorcee lors de la periodetructed and embellished. 
byzantine, se confinna avec I' occupation ara-
be, apres 636. Ie seul m:m:mt oil la ville re- Its decline began during the By-
pri t quelque :inportance fut celui des Croi - zantine period and oontinued during the 
sades. Sous I' inpulsion des Genois, Ie ccmre:tArab occupation after 636. '!be only tine 
ce fit de Giblet un port de transit prospe- when the city recaptured sare of its 
re. Ce renouveau, dent portent tenoignage forner irrportance was during the Crusa-
des rerrp:rrts, I' enonre quadrilatere du cha- des. Under the inpulse of the Genoans, 
teau des aoises, I' eglise Saint-Jean Baptis-camerce made Giblet a prosperous tran
te et son baptistere, fut sans lendemain: sit harbour. This renewal -which is at-
Byblos decline lenterrent jusqu'au XlX are tested to by its walls, the .massive 
sH~cle. 

L' ICCM:>S recomnande I' inscription de 
Byblos sur la Liste du Patrinoine t-bndial 
au titre des cri teres III, N et VI. 

structure of the castle of the Crusa
ders, the church of Saint John the Bap
tist and its baptistery, was without a 
future : By.blos declined slowly until 
the 19th century. 
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- crit~ III : B¥blos offre un t~i
gnage exceptionnel sur les d~uts de la 
civilisation ph~cienne. 
- crit~re N : d~s llage du bronze, By
bIos donne 11 un des premiers exenples 
d I organisation urbaine dans Ie nonde ~ 
di terraneen. 
- crit&e VI : B¥blos est directerrent et 
mat~riellement associ~ ~ llhistoire de 
la diffusion de 11 alphabet ph~nicien 
(dont 1 'humani~ est toujours la.rgerrent 
tributaire), avec les inscriptions d' A
hiram, de Yehimilk, d'Elibaal et de Sha
phatbaal. 

L' Ia::MJS, ccrrpt.e-tenu de l' .irrpor
tance du site de B¥blos, recarmande la 

ICCMOS reccmrends the . inclusion _ of 
B¥blos on the W::>rld liaritage List based 
on criteria III, N and VI. 
- criterion III : B¥blos bears an excep
tional testinony to the beginnings of Pho
enician civilization. 
- criterion N : frcrn the Bronze Age, By
bIos provides one of the primary exanples 
of urban organization in the Mediterranean 

:\>JOrld. 
- criterion VI : B¥blos is directly and 
tangibly associated with the history of 
the diffusion of the Phoenician alphabet 
(on which hurranity is today largely de
pendant) , with the inscriptions of Ahiram, 
Yehimilk, Elibaal and Shaphatbaal. 

delimitation d'tm large ~rl..Imtre de ICCMOS, taking into account the im-
protection, englobant, outre llhabitat portance of the site of Byblos, recamends 
antique, la ville n£d.i~vale ~ l' int~rieur the definition of a wide area of protec
des renparts et les zones des n~ropoles. tion, enoonpassing, besides the ancient 

habitat, the nedieval city within the 
walls and the areas of the necropoles. 

I~OS, mai 1984 
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