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LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose: Ia Statue de la Liberte 

Lieu: Etat de New York 

Etat partie: Etats-Unis d' ArrErique 

Oa be : 28 decembre 1983 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que ce bien cul turel soi t inscrit 
sur la Liste du PatriIroine Mondial au 
ti tre des cri teres I et VI. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Au cours de la seconde rroi tie du 
XIX erre siecle, la population des Etats 
Unis d' ArrErique double presque en tren
te ans, passant de 38.500.000 habitants 
en 1870 a 76.000.000 en 1900. Cette pr~ 
digieuse croissance est principalement 
dre a l' inmigration, qui atteignit a 
cette epoque tme arrpleur sans precedent 

De 1840 a 1880, 9.438.000 etran
gers debaJ:querent aux Etats-Unis, panni 
lesquels, outre les Britanniques, 31% d 
Allemands, 19% d' Ir landais, 10% <Ie Scan 
dinaves. De 1880 a 1914, le chiffre des 
inmigrants atteignit 22.cxx).cxx), prove
nant cette fois en majorite de l'Europe 
latine et slave. 

C' est dans ce contexte que la corrr 
mande de la Statue de la Liberte au 
sculpteur franc;;:ais Frederic-Auguste Bar
tholdi prend tout son sens. Ia statue, 
de 46 metres de haut, fut inauguree of
ficiellement en 1886 dans Liberty Is-
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WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° 307 -----

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: The Statue of Liberty 

Loca tion: New York State 

State Darty: United States of Arrerica 

Date: December 28, 1983 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the proposed cultural proper
ty be included on the World Heritage List 
based on the criteria I and VI. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

During the second half of the 19 
th century, the population of the United 
States of America nearly doubled in thir
ty years, f~ 38,500,000 inhabitants in 
1870 to 76,000,000 in 1900. This prodigiou~ 
growth is principally due to inmigration, 
vhich reached, at that tine, antmpreceden 
ted high. 

Between 1840 and 1880, 9,438,000 
foreigners landed in the United States, 
arrong which, besides the British, ~re 
31% Germans, 19% Irish and. 10% Scandina
vian. Petween 1880 and 1914, the number 
of imnigrants reached 22,CXX),CXX), this ti
ne deriving mainly from southern and eas
tern Europe. 

It is within this context that 
the order for the Statue of Liberty was 
given to the French sculptor, Frederic
Auguste Bartholdi. The statue, 46 neters 
in height, was officially inaugurated in 
1886 on Liberty Island, a small island si-
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land, petit ilOt situe ~ l'entree du 
port de New Yon, ~ un kil~tre envi
ron du lieu de debarquerrent des enu.
grants, pour qui. elle syrrbolisait les 
ideaux de justice et de progr~s de ~Tas
hington et de Linooln. 

L' ICCM:)S estiIre que la Statue de 
la Liberte peut etre inscrite sur la 
Liste du Patrirroine fundial au titre 
des cri t~res I et VI. 
- crit~e I : ce oolosse est un chef d' 
oeuvre de l' esprit createur de l' bem
rre. Sa oonstruction dans l' atelier de 
Bartholdi, rue de Chazelles, a Paris, 
represente l' une des grandes prouesses 
techniques du XIX are siecle. 

Gustave Eiffel oonc;ut et executa 
la chal:pente rretallique qui. devai t for
rrer l' anrature de la statuej l' envelop
pe fut oonstituee de plaques de cuivre 
repoussees au marteau dans des noules 
de bois dur d' apres des rrodeles de nUi
tre en vraie grandeur. Ces plaques Soot 
asse:rrblees par soudure et par ri vetage. 
- critere VI. Dressee sur un socle de 
pierre haut de 27 metres, la statue ac
ceuillai t les intnigrants a l' entree du 
port de New York. Elle est ainsi direc
terrent et materiellement associee a un 
evenement de signification et de port.ee 
uni verselles : le peuplement des Etats
Unis d' Arrerique, creuset de populations 
disparates dans la seoonde rroitie du 
XIX are siecle. 

Le fait que la statue ait ere exe
cutee en Europe, par un sculpteur fran
c;ais, au tenre d' une souscription inter
nationale I renforce l'interet symbolique 
de cette oeuvre nondialement connue. 

tuatecl. at the entrance to New Yon har
bour, ca. one kilareter fran the landing ~ 
point of the imnigrants, for whan it sym
bolize0. the ideals of N3.shington and Lin
ooln. 

ICCMOS oonsiders the Statue of 
Liberty should be included on the vbrld 
~ritage List based on criteria I and· IT.l 
- criterion I : this oolossus is a master
piece of the creative spirit of man. Its 
oonstruction in the studios of Bartholdi, 
rue de Chazelles. in Paris, represents =
one of the greatest tec.hnical ex[lloits of 
the 19th century. Gustave Eiffel concei
ved and executed the rretallic skeleton 
v.7hich was to fonn the interior frarreworkj 
the exterior "envelop" was cx:np:>sed of 
brass plaques, chased by harrmering theln 
in hard VJ()()(l. noulds made fran like-size 
plaster :rrodels. These plaques were then 
soldered and riveted together. 
- criterion VI : placed on a stone pedes
tal, 27 rreters in height, the statue wel
cared inrnigrants at the entrance to New 
York harbour. It is, thus, directly and 
materially associated with an event of 
outstanding universal significance : the 
populating of the United States, the rrel
ting pot of disparate peoples in the se
oond half of the 19th century. 

'!he fact that the statue, whose 
funds were raised by international subs
cription, was executed in Europe, by a 
French sculptor, strengthens the syrribolic 
interest of this world renOtmed work. 

rrolOS, JlE.i. 1984. 
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