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 NADI DECLARATION

We,  the participants from seven countries of the Pacific region, also representing organizations of persons with disabilities of each country, attending the sub regional Training workshop on Information and Communication Technology for Disabled Persons Organizations (DPOs), held from 12-14 June 2006 at the Mocambo Hotel in Nadi, Fiji, would like to profusely thank the United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Pacific Office, Fiji Disabled People’s Association (FDPA), and the Asia-Pacific Development Centre on Disability (APCD) for their financial, technical and administrative support in the successful implementation of this event.

We would like to record our deepest gratitude and warmest appreciation to the people and Government of the Republic of the Fiji Islands for their support to this training workshop. 

We recognise that …

· Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has been a driving force for economic and social development, and will continue to spur the globalisation process;
· In the information society, access to information and communications is a basic human right;
· The effects of ICT upon persons with disabilities have been both positive and negative, and that benefits of ICT have spread unevenly, especially between developed and developing countries, and between persons with disabilities and the non-disabled;

· ICT can be one of the best solutions to empower persons with disabilities as the technologies are opening up opportunities for employment at all skill levels and opportunities to live independently in the community;

· The rapid development of ICT has given rise to unanticipated problems for persons with certain disabilities, and that the majority of persons with disabilities in Pacific Island countries are poor and have been excluded from ICT use;
· In many Pacific Island countries, Sign Language, Braille, finger Braille and tactile sign language have not yet been standardized, and without access to such forms of communication, persons with visual and/or hearing impairments cannot benefit from ICT developments, and will be deprived of the basic human right to language and communication in their everyday lives;
Therefore, we would like to declare our collective statement as follows:

1. We encourage all Pacific Island countries to actively pursue the implementation of the targets, actions and strategies of the seven priority areas of the Biwako Millennium Framework (BMF).  Further, we recognise and acknowledge the commitment of the leaders of our governments to this regional framework on disability as declared in paragraphs 50 and 51 of the Communiqué concerning the thirty-fourth Pacific Islands Forum held in Auckland, New Zealand in August 2003.  
2. We acknowledge the commitment and efforts of UNESCO and APCD towards the building of the capacity of disabled persons organizations, and promotion of accessible information and communication technology for persons with disabilities in the Pacific Region.

3. We propose that the UNESCO Pacific Region support and recognize the accessibility needs of persons with disabilities in information and communication technology (ICT) in each Pacific Island country.  Also, we urge UNESCO Pacific Office in collaboration with other UN Bodies, APCD and development partners to explore opportunities and implement strategies through further training, workshops, study visits, networking and other mechanisms to realize this goal.

4. We appeal to all governments, private sector and civil society organizations in the Pacific Region to adopt ICT accessibility guidelines for persons with disabilities in their national/organisational ICT policies and specifically include persons with disabilities as their target beneficiary group with appropriate measures.  Further, we strongly recommend that persons with disabilities and their organizations are fully consulted and involved in this process.

5. We declare our commitment to the building of the capacity of national grassroots organizations of persons with disabilities in the Pacific Region, the development of useful network arrangements among countries within this region, and the effective collaboration of such organizations with the international disability movement. Further, we recognize the potentials of persons with disabilities to actively engage in all areas and at all levels of society, including social, cultural, economical and political participation.

6. We strongly urge APCD to conduct some of its training programmes in the Pacific, including ICT training to ensure maximum participation from Pacific Island countries which are currently limited in accessing such training opportunities in Bangkok due to high cost and geographic isolation.
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