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World Summit on Sustainable
Development

a al levels. The President al so
successful ly negotiated the inclusion of
the enhancenent of transportation and
product diversification in the tourism
sector, in the high level Gonmunique to
the WBSD Secretariat. The President
stressed that,

O Septenber 4th, President Tommy
E  Renengesau, Jr. addressed nore
than 140 world |eaders attending the
Wrld Sutmit on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent (WBSD) in South Africa.
In his address, President
Rermengesau i ndi cated that words
were no longer sufficient in the
Wrld s efforts to address the
i ssues of sustainabl e devel opnent.
Instead of devel oping financial .|"| uﬂmiﬁ]lu”
ceilings, let us create foundations s + SIS
for unlimted and sustai nabl e T
financial growth for the devel opi ng
island nations. Instead of avoiding L I'ﬂEI{Hm‘ i
realistic tinelines, let us enbrace - FlUF '
them Instead of struggling agai nst " *
the acts that are necessary for our
global survival, let us nove
forward, together, wth aggressive
responses to the challenges we all
face. trends, countries had to reeval uate
their tourism products to ensure
continued economic growh in the
touri sm sector.

due to clinate change

President Tommy E. Remengesau Jr. addressing the
WSSD in Johannesburg, South Africa. R. Silas

The VBSD is a 10 year review of the
1992 Ro Earth Summit, where world
| eaders recognized, for the first ting,

that econonic devel opnent and the The President indicated his

environnent are intertw ned and
nust be addressed toget her. The
President attended high |evel
neetings to push Palau and snal |

island devel oping states issues, such

as the expansion of renewabl e
energy and enhancing financial
coomitnents to sustainable
devel opnent prograns. In
Johannesbur g,

and agreed that, to ensure
sust ai nabl e devel opnent, good

governance nust be institutionalized

Presi dent Renengesau
supported and recogni zed the need
for good governance as a criteria for
assi stance from devel oped nations

satisfaction that the fina V&D Han of
Inpl enentation contains a specific
chapter dedicated to issues of Snall
Island Developing Sates (S05.

Despite the failure of the Gonference to
include specific coomtnents, at the
international |evel, regarding

devel opnent, transfer and

inpl enentation of renewabl e energy
prograns, the island section does
provide commitnents for renewabl e
energy wthin SD8  Aso highlighted
was island vulnerability to clinate
change and the need for enhanced
adaptation neasure within the SDS

chapt er.
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Land degradation is
one of the world's
greatest environmental
challenges. Climate
change, climate
variability, and land use
changes dramatically
effect land degradation.
The creation of protected
areas are one way to

address these challenges.

Regional Invasive Species Meeting

A neeting recently took
place in Hnolulu to

di scuss the serious
concerns faced by the
thousands of invasive
alien species found
throughout the Pacific.

The neeting facilitated
the sharing of infornation
and the formulation of

regional coordination to
address existing
invasives, and to prevent
new incursions. |nvasive
alien species are now
consi dered the greatest
threat to biodiversity in
the Pacific. As aresult of
invasive alien species,
over 50% of recent
extinctions have occured
on i sl ands.

To address this, President
Rermengesau created the
National Taskforce on
Invasive Animals with
Executive Oder No. 205.

For nore infornation on
the Taskforce, contact the
Mnistry of Resources and
Devel opnent .

7th Pacific Islands Conference on Nature
Conservation and Protected Areas

The 7" Pacific Islands
Conference on Nature
Conservation and
Protected Areas (NCPA)
was held July 8-12, 2002 in
the Qook Islands. The
thene for this year's
conference was

"Mai nst ream ng

nat ure conservation".

The main purpose of
this conference was
to bring together

st akehol der groups in
the Pacific to share

i deas and
experiences, and to
di scuss and review
critical issues facing
the region.

Pal au was wel |
represented wth a multi-
sectoral delegation of ten
individual s - national and
state governnents, NIk,
and communi ty-based
conservation areas.
Several neetings were
held in conjunction wth

the 7" Pacific Island
Conference on NCPAs.
The Pacific G obal

Bi odi versity Forum (GBF)
included three parallel
wor kshops coveri ng

The Ngerekewid Reserve (70 islands) is the
oldest nature reserve in Micronesia.

dinate Change,

Bi odi versity and

Li vel i hoods on Snal |
Islands, Invasive Aien
Fecies in the Pacific, and
Tradi tional Know edge.

The objectives of the (BF
was to devel op

nmechani sns to reduce the
vulnerability of AG to

the adverse inpacts of
climate change and to
pronot e bi odi versity
conservation at all levels.
The inportance of
incorporating traditional
know edge into
national adaptation
strategies was al so
enphasi zed during the
forum

The Birds of Qceania
wor kshop goal s were
to increase the |evel
of cooperation and
joint effort between
bird conservationists in
the region.

The Regional Avifauna
Conservation Strategy was
endorsed by all 25
nenbers of SPREP. (ne
of the nmajor goals of the
wor kshop was to inprove
the coordination of bird
prograns so that the
strategy can be

i npl enented effectively.

Asia-Pacific Regional UNCCD Meeting

The obj ective of the
Uhited Nations Convention
to Conbat Desertification
is to conbat |and
degradation and the
effects of drought - two
environnental issues that
greatly effect Palau today.

During the regional
neeting in Syria, national
reports were presented by

each country. This

al | oned UNCCD
Secretariat to conduct a
review and prelimnary
anal ysis of progress nade
within the Asia-Pacific
region towards the

inpl enentation of the
Convent i on.

Palau and FHji were the
only PIGs represented

fromthe Pacific sub-
region. Both del egations
pushed | and degradation
and drought as issues
largely affecting the A Gs.

The @ obal Mechani sm has
conmtted to assisting
with the devel opnent of
Palau's National Action
Plan (NAP) by the end of
2003.
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New Biosafety Coordinator at OERC

Dr. Debbie Marks recently
joined the CEBRC as Palau's
B osafety Qoordinator. Dr.
Marks will work wth

rel evant agencies to
ensure that Palau is able
to properly handl e the
inportation of living
nodi fi ed organi sns
(LMX>). LM> are
genetically altered plants
or aninals that nay have
adverse inpacts on the

environnent and human
heal t h.
Dr. Mrks wil be assisting

appropriate agencies to

devel op effective

management
infrastructures to address
the potential inpacts of

LM> to Palau's natural
envi ronnent .

The Biosafety Protocol is
the first protocol under
the Lhited Nations

Gonvention on B ol ogical

D versity (UNCBD .

The Biosafety Protocol
wll assist Palau protect
human health and the
environnent from the
possi bl e negative effects

of nodern bi ot echnol ogy

products. LM3 include

such organisns as certain
aquacul tured fish,

soybean, rice, corn,
tonat oes, papaya, anong
ot hers.

Dr. Mrks received her
doctorate of veterinary
nedi cine from the
Lhiversity of the

Fhilippines. She is Pdaus

first resident
veterinarian. Gfice hours
for veterinary services
wll be arranged in

February 2003.

El Nino Update

D. Leroy F. Heitz
and Dr. Mrk
Lander from the
Water and Energy
Research Institute
in Quam were
recently in Palau
to give an update
on the current H
N no event.

Rainin Palau is
predicted to become
scarce beginning in
February 2003. E.

Pal au has not yet
begun to feel the

affects of H Nno, Daniels
but the scientists
assured that rainfall wll

be bel ow
average during
early 2003.

Thei r

predicti ons,
based on a
sinlar sized H
N no in 91-92,
showed
reduced
precipitation
from February
to April 2003.
If the current
situation is anything like

the 9/92 H Nno, Palau
will
of its average rainfall
during February, 50% of
average rainfall in Mrch,
and | ess than 25% of
average during April of
next year. By My,
precipitation should be
headi ng towards nornal
condi ti ons.

Wiat this neans is that
there will likely be vater
shortages between

February to April 2003.

experi ence about 25%

National Environmental Protection
Council Proposes Environmental Priorities

The NEPC, was created by
EQ no. 205 in January
2002. President Tormy E
Renmengesau created the
NEPC with a nandate to
provi de coordi nat ed
planning for the Nation's
response to environnental
issues that effect Palau

Inits éfat to fufill its
nandate, over the past

ei ght nonths the NEPC
has focused its efforts on
devel oping an action
matrix highlighting

Pal au's nost pressing
envi ronnental i ssues.

The action natrix
identifies and prioritizes
Pal au' s envi ronnent al
concerns under five
priority areas. The
action matrix highlights
the current status of
each concern, funding
required, renedial
actions, and specifies |ead
agenci es responsi ble for
addr essi ng each issue.

Mbst of the environnental
concerns that the NEPC
addressed have nedium to
long term sal utions.

The Action Matrix was

Waste management is highlighted as

one of Palau's top environmental
issues. E. Daniels

officially transntted to
the Gfice of the

Presi dent on Novenber 5,
2002 for President
Renengesau' s review and
accept ance.
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Smart Water Use in
2003:

1) Try to get all
available storage,
including rain water
catchment, full before
2003.

2) Limit use of
freshwater early so that
stored water is available

in very low rainfall

times.

3) Expand guttering
and water tank size
wherever and whenever

possible.

4) Build new water

catchment systems now.

5) Be aware of
dangers of untreated
water. If you are unsure
about water treatment,
call EQPB at 488-1639/
3600.
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Invasive alien species
are now identified as the
greatest threat to
biodiversity in the
Pacific. Islands are more
vulnerable to invasions
and more likely to suffer
catastrophic loss of
biodiversity as a result of
invasions, than

continents.

Palau Hosts Pre-3rd World Water FOrum

Pal au recently co-hosted
the Hgh Level Regional
Pre-3rd World Water
Forum wi th Saga
Lhiversity. The objective
of the Forumwas to
create a regional political
negotiating platform for
the 3rd Wrld Véter
Forumto be held in Kyoto,
Japan in March, 2003.

Heads of State and high-
ranking officials from 12
countries in the Asia-

Paci fi c Region convened
in Palau to review
discuss, and formil ate
views on alternative,
renewabl e energy and
water sources, suitable for
A G.

During the neeting,
several inportant regional
i ssues were discussed
covering renewabl e

energy and

desal i nation

t echnol ogy.

Qe of the

alternative

wat er

desal i nati on

opti ons

di scussed was

Ocean . -
Ther mal The Pre-3rd World Water Forum was attended by
Ener gy high level delegates from around the Asia-Pacific
Conver si on Region. E. Daniels

(OrEQ),

which is also a renewabl e
energy source. OECis a
way of converting deep
wat er tenperature
gradients into clean

ener gy.

Declaration highlights the
need for cooperation
throughout the region on
wat er nmanagenent and
energy efficiency.

Water and energy are
sone of the nost
inportant issues to the
Pacific Island Qountries,
especially as clinate
change proceeds.

The Palau Declaration
"FDE 2002,' wll be taken
to the 3rd Vorld Véter
Forum for further
negotiations. The

CRRF Technical Reports now Available

The Coral Reef Research
Foundati on (CRRF) has
recently begun
publishing its research
papers in technical
reports. The technical
Report series of the
Coral Reef Research
Foundat i on provi des

Physi cal Properties of
Three Marine Lakes in
Pal au 2001," by Laura E
Martin, Mchael N
Dawson, and Lori J. B
@lin.

The nonitoring of
Paaus jellyfish lakes is
an ongoing project run

Almost 20 million Mastigias papua
jellyfish inhabit Ongeim'l Tketau Lake.
Their population size varies dramatically
with periods of extremely low oxygen.
Andrea Windsor

information prior to its
publication in the peer-
reviewed scientific
literature.

by CGRRF.  Mrine | akes
are relatively closed
ecosystens and are
therefore excellent field

Reports wll be issued on
a variety of reef-related
subjects as infornation
becones avail able. The
reports wll a so be

avail able on the CRRF
websi t e:

wwood regfreserdfoudationarg

Technical Report No. 1 is
"Water Tenperatures on
the Palauan Reef Tract
Year 2000," by Dr. Patrick
L Qlin

sites to nonitor physical

. . and bi ol ogi cal paraneters.
ID. @lin's work in Palau

has allowed the accurate
nmeasurenent of sea
surface tenperatures
(SST) at a nunber of sites
within and outside the
lagoon.  Many ecol ogi cal
processes are dependent
upon SST, |.e. coral
spawni ng, coral

bl eachi ng, etc.

The researchers have
noticed dramatic
variations in the

popul ation sizes of
Mastigias papua within the
jellyfish |akes.

Popul ation size tends to
drop when the | akes
experience periods of |ow
oxygen. QGher physical
paraneters nay al so

i nfluence the popul ation
sizes of jellyfish in Pdaus
nari nes | akes.

Technical Report No. 2 is
"Marine Lake Monitoring
Project: Bologca and
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NBSAP National Workshop November 25-27

Under the guidance of the
Uhited Nations Covention
on Bological Dversity,
and with the assistance of
the Lhited Nations

Devel opnment Progranme
and the @G obal

Environnent Facility, the
Republic is developing its
National B odiversity
Srategy and Action Han
(NBSAP) .

The NBSAP Ad- Hoc

Comm ttee under the
NEPC began devel opi ng
Pal au's NBSAP in January
of this year. \arious
consul tants are gathering
infornation on Palau' s

bi odi versity, resource-use,
access and benefit
sharing, and institutional,
policy and |egal
franmeworks relating to

Palau hosts a wide variety of
biological organisms, both marine and
terrestrial. E. Daniels

bi odi versity conservation
in the country.

The 1st NBSAP Nati onal
\Wrkshop will be held on
Novenber 25-27, 2002.
During the workshop, the
national consultants wll
present their findings.

The goal of the workshop
is to review and devel op
the priorities and

obj ectives of the NBSAP.

To ensure stakehol der
participation a al levels,
the national workshop
wll be followned by a
series of state workshops
schedul ed for early 2003.

The final NBSAP will be
integrated into broader
national plans for

envi ronnent and

sust ai nabl e devel oprent .
This initiative is
particularly inportant for
sectors such as forestry,
agriculture, fisheries,
energy, transportation,
tourism and urban

pl anni ng.

For nore infornation on
the workshop or the
NBSAP, pl ease contact M.
Tarita Hol mat 488- 6950

ext. 250.

Palau's Ist National Communication to the
UN Convention on Climate Change

Wth the assistance of
UNDP and the GEF, Pal au
recently conpleted its 1st
Nati onal Communi cation to
the Unhited Nations
Framewor k Convention on
dinmate Change (UNFOOO).

The Comruni cati on
includes Palau' s national
greenhouse gas inventory
for the years 1994- 2000,
greenhouse gas (GO
mtigation options, and
vul nerabilities and
adaptation options to
climate change.

The project was initiated
in January 2001 to: 1)
create public awareness
regarding the causes of
climate change and its
inpacts on Palau; 2)
conduct a GHG inventory;
and 3) execute a

vul nerability and
adaptation assessnent to
determne the effects of
clinmate change on Pal au,
identify high areas of

= o

A significant amount of land area will be lost over the next 100 years as
sea level rise and storms continue to effect coastal areas. A. Kitalong

vul nerability and devel op
a nitigation and
adaptation franework to
address projected clinate
change trends.

The end result nakes it
clear that Palau is a ninor
GG enitter. However ,
this will not keep Palau
fromstriving to be a
showcase for the rest of
the world by reduci ng
inpacts on the gl obal

climate and rel ated
systens as much as

possi bl e.

Palau, along wth several
other islands in the
Pacific Region, is
currently looking at using
renewabl e energy sources
inthe fuure as a way to
ntigate global warning.

For nore infornation,
contact the CERC.
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Palau's biological
diversity is threatened
by both changing climate
and man's influence.
Higher sea surface
temperatures expected
over the next century
may effect marine and
terrestrial species
composition. Lower
precipitation patterns
will effect terrestrial
ecosystems. Poor land
use practices and
deforestation will also
greatly threaten local

biodiversity.
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High islands such as
Babeldaob contain a large
number of reef zones and

habitats. Palau's high
number of habitats
creates a large number of
niches. Many niches
allow high biological

diversity. Biodiversity

Marine Environment News

Funded in part by the
PADI Project AWARE
Foundation, this section
of the newsletter is

dedi cated to conservation
and research activity in
Pal au.

Reef Valuation Bl

During the past nonths
several ship groundi ngs
have occured in Pal au.
There is currently no |aw
that protects each Sate's
coral reefs and other
coastal resources from
darmages resulting from
ship groundings, oil spills,
or other anthropogenic
sources of destruction.

To address this concern,

Pr esi dent
Tonmy E.
Renengesau, Jr.
introduced bill
6-170-6 in April
2002 to provi de
for the
protection,
restoration, and
enhancenent of
coral reefs and

allow the

Nat i onal
governnent to
assist the Sates
seek nonetary
danmages to their
nmari ne

I esour ces.

Under the
proposed hill, a

marine . Diver surveying a ship ~ trust fund from

resources In grounding near a percent of

Pal au. Ngemelis. E. Daniels nonet ary
damages

The proposed hill places a
dol lar val ue on
recreational reefs,
conservation areas, highly
val ued narine habitat,

and shipping channels. In
essence, this bill wll

received wll be
established and used by
the Sates for narine
restorati on, conservation,
research, and ot her
relevant narine rel ated

progr ans.

PICRC Coral Spawning Research

Several Pal au
International Goral Reef
Research Center (PICRO
researchers, Lolita
Penland, David Idip, and
Jim K oul echad, al ong
wth several volunteers,
spent seven nights every
nonth since April 2002
docunenting Palau's

Montipora sp. of scleractinian coral

researchers wll
continue to docunent
the annual cycle of
spawni ng found in Pal au.

Goral spawning is
inportant because it
alows Palau s reefs to
regenerate. This is now

especially inportant as
climate change and

releasing egg and sperm bundles on the
evening of September 23, 2002, Malakal
Harbor. E. Daniels

scleractinian (reef-

generates Palau's greatest bui | ding hard coral)

source of income -

eco-tourism.

reproductive cycles.

Qver 300 speci es of
scleractinian corals live
in Palau's waters.
However, their
reproductive cycles have
not proven easy to pin
down. Wnhlike nany ot her
| ocations around the
Pacific, such as Guam or
Australia, Palau's corals
do not all spawn on only
one night of the year.

The limted data collected
so far seens to indicate
that corals in Palau spawn
over several evenings,
generally after full noons
in April and Septenber,
coinciding with rising sea
surface tenperat ures.

To date, the largest

spawni ng

event w tnessed during
2002 was three nights
after the full noon in
April. Twelve

scl eractinian speci es
spawned between 7: 30-
9: 00 pm

Limted anounts of
spawni ng have been
observed between My
and Septenber 2002, when
several species of
Montipora corals rel eased
mllions of egg and sperm
bundles. Both large
spawni ng events were
captured wth still
pictures by CERC s

Sci ence Qoordi nat or,
Bhan Daniels. Qoiral
spawning activities at
PPGRC will resune in
February 2003 when

war ner sea tenperatures
becone nore persistent.

Qnce scleractinian coral
eggs have been fertilized
they netamor phose into
planula larvae. The |arvae
eventual ly settle on a
particul ar substrate where
the brand new coral

begi ns the process of
calcification or buildng
its cal ci um carbonate

skel et on.

Qher stresses that nay
negatively affect coral
spawni ng nay i ncl ude
increased nutrient |evels,
tenperature, W
depletion, and the density
of predators, like the
coral -eating snail,
Drupel I a.
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PICRC Sedimentation Study in Airai Bay

Two Pl CRC researchers,
Yi mang ol buu and
Seven Mctor, are

col l aborating wth
scientists fromthe
Australian Institute of
Marine Science and the
Lhiversity of Giamin a
study of sedinent in Aral
Bay.

Ara Bay is a snall, sem-
encl osed, nangrove-
fringed lagoon that drains
the Ngerikiil Hver

cat chnent area. Most
soils of Babel daob are

hi ghl'y erodi bl e.

This area receives a high
amount of rainfall and
when it rains, a sedi nent
plue is carried into the
Bay. Nearly 98%of the
riverine fine sedi nent
settles there. The mud
renains trapped in the
Bay because it is

L

Fungia sp. lying in a seagrass
bed on the east coast of
Babeldaob. Seagrasses, as well
as corals, are susceptable to
sediment runoff. E. Daniels

protected from ocean
swell, strong tidal
currents, and w nd-
generated waves.

The result of the sedi nent
being trapped is the

smot hering of coral reefs
inthe Ara area /As of

2002, the nearby reef was
covered with an al gae
mat, unsuited for corals
and associ ated narine
life. Local leaders from
Arai have stated that the
artisina fisheries in the
area have collapsed, and
this has generated socio-
econoni ¢ probl ens.

Soil erosion and the
sedinent load that is

bei ng produced every
heavy rainfall seens to be
a resut of land clearing
for devel oprent and poor
land use/agricul tural
practi ces.

If a suitable managenent
plan is devel oped for
Ngerikiil R ver catchnent
and Airai Bay, it nmay be
used as a best practices
nodel for the rest of
Babel daob.

Study of Dugong Feeding Grounds

Palau is hone to the nost
isolated popul ation of
dugong, Dugon dugon, in
the world. It is possible
that the population is
genetically distinct from
ot her popul ations since
Palau is such an isolated
ar chi pel ago.

Genetic differences

bet ween popul ati ons
within the sane species
are the result of isoation
and lack of mixing genes.
If popul ations of the sane
species are isolated from
one another for |ong
enough allopatric
speciation, or the
evolution of a new speci es
as the result of geographic
isolation, nay result.

Tissue fromseveral | ocal
dugongs has recently been
sent to Australia for
genetic conparisons wth
ot her popul ati ons.

A new bill has just been
passed by Palau' s national
congress that conpletely
protects the existing
dugong popul ation, which
has been in decline over
the past 50 years
according to aerial
surveys.

Comunity Centered
Gonservation (CQ3), a
recently established |ocal
NE) is now beginning to
nap seagrass beds utilized
by dugongs in the Ml akal
Har bor area.

This study shoul d provide
a better understanding of
dugong feedi ng behavi or,
dietary preferences, and
di ur nal / noct ur nal
mgrations. The nore

i nformation gathered
about Pal au's dugongs the
better they and their
critica habitats nay be
conserved. An aerial
survey of the dugong

popul ation, sponsored by

the Nature Conservancy
and funded by the US
Fsh and Wldlife Service,
wll occur during the
early part of 2003.

Starfish, Protoreaster nodosus,
lying in seagrass bed at low tide.
Areas, such as this, may provide
feeding habitat for Dugongs at
high tide. E. Daniels

Seagrass beds are most
extensive in the
protected waters of the
lagoon, but they also
grow on the shoreward
side of fringing reefs and
barrier reef flats. The
major botanical
components of Palau's
seagrass beds are Enhalus
acoroides, Thalassia

hermprichii, and
Cymodocea rotundata.

Seven other species of
seagrass are also found in

Palau.




Ofice of

Envi r onnent al
Response and
Goor di nati on

P.Q Box 7086
Koror, PW96940
Republ i ¢ of Pal au

Ph: 680 488- 6950
Fax: 680 488- 8638
BER®Pal au@ot nai | . com

PADI Coastal Clean-up

Qver 9,000 pounds of trash
was col | ected on
Septenber 21 by nore than
100 local volunteers. GCar
and narine batteries,
tires, fishing nets, rope,
netal, plastics, hottles,
cans, and even a credit
card were gleaned from
the water and coasts
around Pal au.

of Dving Instructors
(PADI) Project AMRE
Foundation and the
Center for Mrine
Conservation's
International deanup Day.

PADI's Project AWMARE is
designed to educate the
public about the need to
protect narine

envi ronment s.

The cleanup was done in
conjunction with the
Prof essi onal Associ ation

S nce 1986 nore than 200
countries have

participated in the
international cleanup
effort.

Twenty-two agenci es,
private sector conpanies,
and NG3s cane together
and provided boats, fuel,
dive tanks, trash bags,
food, drinks, and nan
power for the cleanup.

Many thanks to everyone
that cane out and hel ped
cl ean-up Pal au.

The Office of Environmental Response and Coordination (OERC) was established in January 2001 by
President Tommy E. Remengesau, Jr. through Executive Order 189. The purpose of the OERC is to
assist in the coordinated planning for Palau’s response to issues regarding climate change, biodiversity,
desertification, ozone depletion, and other internationally identified and funded environmental initiatives.

The OERC is mandated to fulfill the Republic’s obligations as a Party to the United Nations conventions on
climate change, biological diversity, desertification, ozone depletion, and each Conventions respective protocols.

Calendar of Events (September to December 2002

NATIONAL

Olechotel Belau Fair Koror October 23-25
2nd Annual Invasive Weed Clean-up Koror Nowember 2 only
Palau Wetlands Management W orkshop (RAMSAR) Koror Nowmber 4-8
National Biodiersity Strategies and Action Plan Workshop Airai Nowember 25-27
REGIONAL

Training Workshop for PICs on Global Change Negotiations Fiji September 23-27
Palau Pre 3rd World Water Forum Palau October 15-17
Austral-Pacific Regional Workshop on Invasive Alien Species Hawaii October 15-18

International Waters Programme Coordinators Meeting

W. Samoa [Oct 28-Nov8

Pacific Sub-regional Workshop on the Stockholm Conwention (POPS) Pohnpei  |Nowmber 18-22
Small Islands Voice Inter-Regional W orkshop Palau Nowmber 18-22
W orkshop on Post-Doha Issues on Trade and E nvironment Fiji Nowember 26-29

INTERNATIONAL

The Nature Consenancy Annual Meeting

Minnesota |October 1-3

RIIA Workshop on International Biosafety England |October 7-8
Global Environment Facility (GEF) Council Meeting China October 14-18
UN Framework Conwention on Climate Change Annual CoP 8 India Oct 23-Nov!
12th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to CITES Chile Nowmber 3-15
Liason Group Meeting on Capacity Building for Biosafety Canada Nowmber 4-5
Committee on the Reviewof Implementation of the UNCCD Italy Nowember 11-18
The 8th Conference of the Parties to the RAMSAR Conwetion Spain Nowmber 18-26
14th MOP and 6th COP on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer Italy Nowember 25-29
W orkshop on Capacity Building on Access and Benefit-Sharing Canada Nowember 26-28
E xpert Meeting on Methods and Guidelines for the Rapid Assessment of

Biodiwersity of Inland Water E cosystems Canada December 2-4
W orkshop on Liability and Redress in the Cartegena Protocol (Biosafety) |Italy December 2-4




