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UNESCO TEACHING AND LEARNING FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE 
MODULE 1 | EXPLORING GLOBAL REALITIES
Activity 1 - Behind the news
Q1: How do you think future generations might feel about the way the human race is managing the world - their inheritance - today? What do you think will be the main message in the letter?
How might they be feeling?


What will be the main message?



Q2. What three messages in the Letter from the Future are most important to you? 



Q3. Did you expect the letter to be so positive? Why?



Q2: The poorest people in the world, on average, live in India and in Africa south of the Sahara. What two words best describe how these patterns for India and Sub-Saharan Africa make you feel?
1

2


Q3: What do think might be some of the causes of these global inequalities in health? Make brief notes to indicate what might be some of the environmental, social, political, economic or technological factors involved?
Factors
India
Sub-Saharan Africa
Environmental



Social



Economic



Political



Technological




Activity 2 - Exploring the links
Q4: Analyse the patterns you have made by answering the following questions: 
How many connections/links did you make? 


Do you believe that any of the links are more important than others? Which ones? Why?


How do links such as these affect the way in which social, economic and environmental problems need to be tackled? 


What is the key lesson that you have learnt from this exercise?



Activity 3 - Acting locally
Q5: Complete the following table to identify global, national and local examples of some major issues. Some examples have been provided - and you might like to add issues of your own at the end of the list.
Issue
Global
National
Local
Loss of biodiversity


Removing trees for building houses and roads 
Low social & economic status of women

Women often earn less than men for the same work

Military spending 
Billions of dollars could be spent on alleviating poverty


Industrial pollution 




Unequal consumption




Global warming 




Poverty




Disease and malnutrition




Other




Other





Activity 4 - Strategic Questioning
Q6: State your issue as a concrete, tangible local problem.
I am concerned about: 


1. Observation Questions
What do you know about the issue?


How did you learn about it? 


What other people are concerned about it?


How does it affect your local area?


 
2. Feelings/Affective Questions:
How do you feel about this issue?


Has this issue affected your own physical or emotional well-being?


What do you feel in your body when you think or talk about this issue?



3. Visioning Questions
What is the meaning of this issue in your own life?


How could the situation be changed so it would be as you wished it to be?


 
4. Change Questions
What will it take to bring the current situation towards your vision?


What exactly needs to be changed?


How might these changes come about? Name as many ways as possible.



5. Personal Inventory and Support Questions
What would it take for you to participate in the change?


What would you like to do that might be useful in bringing about these changes?


What support would you need to work for this change?



6. Personal Action Questions
Who do you need to talk to?


How can you get others to a meeting to work on this issue?



Q7: Analyse your experience of learning through Strategic Questioning by answering the following questions: 
What do you think of the Strategic Questioning process? For example: Was it difficult? Did you feel that it was an authentic way of communicating? Why?


Does the process help you feel more confident about the future?


Do you feel better prepared to engage in action after participating in the Strategic Questioning process?


How could the Strategic Questioning process be incorporated into your teaching?


 
Activity 5 - Reflection
Q8: To reflect on your study of this module, list the key message you will take away from each of the four activities you have completed. 
Activity
Key Message 
Behind the news


Exploring the links


Taking action


Strategic Questioning



Q9: Now that you have completed this module, what do you think 'education for a sustainable future' might mean? Write a definition here.
Education for a sustainable future is/means .....



Q10: How does your definition compare with the UNESCO's emerging vision of education for a sustainable future?




