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Activity 1 - Participating in my community
Q1: Describe your home (or school) community to show the type of conditions under which your students can learn to practice their citizenship skills. 



The next three questions ask you to fill in the table that follows Question 4.
Q2: Identify five issues that affect the quality of life and environmental conditions in your home (or school) community in Column 1. 
Q3: In Column 2, rank these issues in order of their likely impact on achieving a sustainable future in your community. 
Q4: Weighing the issues: Your community has many resources to help overcome the problems posed by these issues. Assume that these resources add up to 100 units. How many units would you allocate to working on each of the five issues? Type the number of units in Column 3.
Issue
Rank order 
Weighting 
1.


2.


3.


4.


5.




100

Activity 3 - Active citizenship in schools
Q5: Tick the word that best completes each statement for you. If you consider neither word is appropriate, tick the centre box.
In my experience school-based opportunities to involve students in decision making and citizenship are . . .


N/A 


common 



not very common 
exciting 



boring 
cross-curricular 



indiscreet subjects 
new opportunities 



old opportunities 
supported 



not supported 
values 



tokenistic 
school constructed 



personally constructed 
beneficial 



not beneficial 
necessary 



unnecessary 

Q6: Identify the opportunities in your school for students to be involved in active citizenship projects?
Make a list of similar projects in your school 


 What are the opportunities for increasing the number of such projects?


 What barriers might need to be overcome to increase these opportunities?


 
Q7: Think about your school situation in relation to these six sets of statements. Mark the box next to the statement in each set which best describes the style of decision making in your school.
In my school . . . 

Tick here

1A 

Teachers devise and co-ordinate election and voting procedures. 
1B 

Students run election and voting procedures. 
2A 

Only older students are encouraged to participate on councils and committees. 
2B 

Student representation exists from all year levels on councils and committees. 
3A 

Student councils are not valued by the school administration. 
3B 

Student councils are recognised and valued by the school administration. 
4A 

Students do not develop an understanding of school decision making. 
4B 

Students develop an understanding of an individual's ability to participate in decision-making. 
5A 

Students develop knowledge of rules and laws. 
5B 

Students develop skills for helping in rule making processes. 
6A 

Students resist change through fear of its implications. 
6B 

Students recognise change as a constant condition of society, and diversity as something to be valued. 
 
Q8: Analyse the pattern of decision making you described. What are the implications for a school if one type of decision making dominates? 


 
Activity 4 - Acting locally - acting globally
Q9: List the moral, political, economic and/or economic principles that you think underlie the work of Amnesty International? 


 
Q10: What skills, attitudes and knowledge does a citizen need to be an active member of a group such as Amnesty International? 


 
Activity 5 - Rescue Mission: Planet Earth
Q11: Identify the school subjects where you think these young people would have learnt about the issues that have interested them - and developed their skills for taking action.


  
Activity 6 - Citizenship across the curriculum
Q12: Identify examples of ways in which active citizenship can be integrated into the teaching of different school subjects through process and content integration.



Q13: From these examples, what can you conclude about: 
i)	The possibility of any one subject being able to teach active citizenship by itself?


ii)	What are the implications of this for curriculum planning at the syllabus level? 


iii)	What are the implications of this for curriculum planning at the school level?



Activity 7 - Reflection
Q14: What can you as a teacher, do to encourage student involvement and participation in active citizenship in your school? 



Q15: What skills are needed and used by active student citizens working on a school or local issue? 


 
Q16: Identify one or more groups working for sustainable development (eg. social justice, human rights, conservation etc.) in your community. 


 
Q17: Into which topic in your teaching programme could you incorporate learning about the work of these groups and citizenship skills in your students?





