


Teaching and Learning for a Sustainable Future UNESCO 2009


UNESCO TEACHING AND LEARNING FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE 
MODULE 11 | INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE AND SUSTAINABILITY
Activity 1 - The wisdom of the elders
Q1: Having read the two definitions of ‘indigenous people’, answer the following questions.
Which definition do you prefer? Why?


Why are 'legal' ideas in Definition 1 important? 


Which groups of people in your country could be classed as "indigenous" according to this definition?


Why are the "subjective" ideas in Definition 2 important?


Write your own working definition of "indigenous people".



Activity 3 - Living by indigenous knowledge
The following table identifies principles for living sustainably. The final questions in this task asks you to write a brief definition of each of these principles. It will be useful to be thinking about this as you complete the table.
Q2: Complete the table for each principle. Parts of Principle 1 have been completed as an example.
Principles
Practical Examples 
Brief Definition 
Name the case study that best illustrates this principle in action 
Give examples of what the people in the case study do to practise this principle.
Write a brief definition of each principle in your own words 
1. Conservation
Case Study:
The Penan and Kedayan People of Brunei
The Karen of Thailand 

Conservation means the wise use of natural resources; using only the resources you need and ensuring more will be than for other people in this and later generations. 
2. Appropriate Development
Case Study:


Appropriate development means: 
3. Democratic Participation
Case Study:
 

Democratic participation means: 
4. Social Equity & Peace
Case Study:
  

Social equity & peace means: 

Activity 4: Indigenous and formal education
Q3: Explain some of the effects of colonialism on indigenous knowledge?


 
Q4: Identify examples of ways these two factors may have led to a decline in the importance of indigenous knowledge in your country.
1.	Mass/Popular Culture

2.	The Elders pass away

 
Q5: Identify some practical ways in which education today could be reoriented towards promoting a sustainable future by learning from indigenous education.


 
Activity 6 - Reflection
Q6: List three syllabus topics you teach into which you could integrate the study of indigenous knowledge-culture, values and practices.
1.
2.
3.
 
Q7: List some key guidelines for cultural sensitivity and teaching methods you would need to follow.


 
Q 8: List any possible barriers to integrating indigenous knowledge and following these guidelines in your teaching. How might these barriers be overcome? Who can assist you to achieve this?
Possible Barriers 
How to Overcome 
Source of Assistance 
1.


2.


3.




