


Teaching and Learning for a Sustainable Future UNESCO 2009


UNESCO TEACHING AND LEARNING FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE 
MODULE 13 | POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT
Activity 2 - Understanding population growth rates
Q1: In what class level(s) and subject(s) could the teaching module on population growth rates be used? 
Class Level(s) 
Subject(s) 


 
Q2: What prior learning would you plan for your students so that their study of this module is most beneficial? 



Q3: Would you be able to use it in your teaching? Why? How might you organise your class to access the module? 


 
Q4: What are some non-computer based ways in which the topic of population growth rates could be taught?



Activity 4 - A new understanding of population and development
Q5: What elements of the 'old understanding' were you taught at school? Are they still in the curriculum? Place a X in the appropriate places.
Old Understanding 
I was taught 
Still in curriculum 
1. The world is overpopulated.



2. Birth control is vital, especially in the South.



3. Population pressures severely degrade the environment and undermine economic development. 



4. Economic development is a greater priority than social development. 



5. The rights of the present generation have to be limited in the interest of future generations. 




Q6: How does the 'old understanding' contrast with the 'new understanding' of population issues? 
Old Understanding 
New Understanding 
1. The world is overpopulated. 


2. Birth control is vital, especially in the South. 


3. Population pressures severely degrade the environment and undermine economic development. 


4. Economic development is a greater priority than social development. 


5. The rights of the present generation have to be limited in the interest of future generations. 



Q7: What role has the media played in promoting the 'old understanding' of population issues? 


 
Q8: What elements of the 'new understanding' are now included in the curriculum in your country? In what subject? At what year levels?
Elements of ‘new understanding’ 
Subject(s) 
Class Level(s) 




Activity 6 - Reflection
Q9: How important is population education in the curriculum of your school?


 
Q10: To what extent are lessons on population issues related to issues of living sustainably - such as human rights, gender and sustainability - at your school? 


 
Q11: How and when could you use the interactive learning module on Population Growth Rates in your teaching? 


 
Q12: How and when could you use data on the population and development in China and India, the world's two most highly populated countries in your teaching? 


 
Q13: How and when could you use data related to the six billion population size of the world?


 
Q14: How and when could you use information and case studies from the women's rights Face to Face campaign in your teaching? 




