Teaching and Learning for a Sustainable Future UNESCO 2009
UNESCO TEACHING AND LEARNING FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE 
MODULE 20 | EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING
Activity 1 - Characteristics of experiential learning
Q1: Briefly describe a recent experience from which you learnt something significant.



Q2: What did you learn from the experience?



Q3: Do you think that you will remember this for a long time? Why or why not?



Q4: Indicate why you think this module began with three questions. What thinking skills did you use to answer them?
The reason for doing these questions was:
 
Thinking skills used were:
 

Q5: Define experiential learning.



Activity 2 - The experiential learning process
Possum Picnic
Q6: Describe the damage done to the forest during ‘Possum Picnic’.



Q7: What strategies did you learn work best for reducing the rate of forest destruction? 



Q8: Describe the damage done to the forest by the possums after playing the new version of ‘Possum Picnic’.



Q9: What have you learnt from playing the two versions of ‘Possum Picnic’?



Q10: Use your experience in ‘Possum Picnic’ to identify what students could learn from the game about:
The possible effects of introducing a new species into an ecosystem.

The effects of trying to protect the ecosystem.

Effective approaches to sustaining the future of this ecosystem.


Q11: On the basis of your experience in the game, identify some advantages and disadvantages of using experiential learning in comparison with more teacher-centred approaches.
Advantages 
Disadvantages 



Q12: Summarise your reflections on the experience of playing and learning from ‘Possum Picnic’.



Q13: Use this definition to identify the main elements of experiential learning. 
"Experiential learning is a process that develops knowledge, skills and attitudes based on consciously thinking about an experience. Thus, it involves direct and active personal experience combined with reflection and feedback. 
Experiential learning is personal and effective in nature, influencing both feelings and emotions as well as enhancing knowledge and skills."



Q14: Revise your original definition of experiential learning (Question 5) so that it includes these elements. (You could ‘copy and paste’ your previous definition into the space below and modify it here.)



Q15: How could you use ‘Possum Picnic’ with a class you teach? What introduced species might be more relevant to use in your country?



Activity 3 - Analysing the experiential learning process
Q16: Reflect on 'Possum Picnic' and identify what you did in each of the four phases of the experiential learning cycle.
1. Experiencing 

2. Processing 

3. Generalising 

4. Applying 


Q17: Suggest some guidelines for helping students learn in each of the four phases of experiential learning. Some ideas are given to start you off.
1. Experiencing 
Set up the activity and provide clear instructions

2. Processing 
Guide students who are puzzled by asking helpful questions

3. Generalising 
Provide feedback to students

4. Applying 
Provide further opportunities to apply and discuss their learning with others.


Activity 4 - Understanding the importance of debriefing
Q18: What grade level and school subject or topic would be an appropriate place to play ‘Possum Picnic’, or an adaptation, based on an introduced species that has become a pest in your country?
Year level:
Subject or topic:
Adaption to use:
 

Q19: What questions would you ask to help students reflect on what they had learnt from ‘Possum Picnic’, or your adaptation of it?



Q20: How would you help your students make generalisations from their learning during ‘Possum Picnic’, or your adaptation?



Q21: How could you help students apply the knowledge learnt from ‘Possum Picnic’ or your adaptation to another topic? What teaching method could you use?



Activity 5 - Reflection
Q21: Personal reflection on experiential learning
I was surprised to find that . . .
I really like . . .
I did not like . . .
I want to learn more about . . .

Q22: To what extent would you like to use experiential learning approaches in your teaching? 



Q23: Identify some skills that you have that could be useful for teaching through experiential approaches. 



Q24: Identify some skills that you have that may need to be developed further in order to use experiential approaches effectively.



Q25: How does experiential learning relate to education for a sustainable future?



Q26: What are the distinctive contributions that experiential learning can make to education for a sustainable future?




