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Imagine	you	have	a	son	and	a	daughter	(twins),	
with	the	same	IQ	level,	and	both	of	them	want		

to	become	Engineers.	
	
If	you	had	one	scholarship	to	offer,	who	would	

you	give	it	to?	
And	why?	



The	Fact	
Girls	are	generally	underrepresented	in	technology	and	
entrepreneurship.	Over	Dme,	staDsDcs	have	shown	
that	men	dominate	the	technology	space	and	ICT	
industry.		In	Africa,	there	is	stereotypical	thought	that	
engineering	is	for	the	boys	alone.		
	
Regardless	of	the	fact	that	government	supports	girls	
empowerment	in	Rwanda	and	Nigeria	for	example,	
there	are	sDll	cultural	barriers	that	discourage	women	
from	pursuing	STEM	careers.	



What	is	Youth	Mobile?	
This	is	an	innovaDve	UNESCO	iniDaDve	that	aims	at	
teaching	young	girls	and	boys	to	create	mobile	apps	for	
sustainable	development.	
	
The	global	objecDve	of	the	Youth	Mobile	project	is	to	
engage	at	least	25,000	young	people	and	sell	at	least	
5,000	mobile	apps	by	2017.	
	
To	achieve	this,	UNESCO	organizes	workshops	in	
different	countries,	for	e.g,	South	Sudan,	Kenya,	
Rwanda	and	Nigeria.	They	also	recently	launched	the	
SearchingForMartha	iniDaDve.	
	
	



 
UNESCO cannot achieve this alone! 

They build on experiences of existing programs 
targeting young people, especially women and 
girls who are vastly underrepresented in this 

field.  



ExisAng	IniAaAves		

TechnovaAon	(Global)	

Her2Voice(Rwanda)	 Team	Charis	(Nigeria)	

Searching	For	Martha	(Africa)	



Inspiring Young Women to become  
Technology Innovators 

Inspiring Young Women to become  
Technology Innovators 

Technovation’s 
Mission 

To inspire & educate girls and women to 
solve problems in their community using 

technology 



The program challenges girls to… 

Ideation 
Identify a 

problem in  
their community 

Mentor 
 

 

Entrepreneurship 
Build a business plan 

 
 
 
 
 

Pitch 
Take it to market 

 
 
 
 

Technology 
Develop a mobile 

app solution 
 
 

Teams Create Mobile App Startups 
 



Technovation Strategy 
Step 1: Girls form teams  

Girls 
teams of up to 5 middle or 
high school students  

 
Coach 
teacher, parent, or  
after school coordinator 

 
Mentor 
technology or business 
professional who serves as  
a role model 
 
 
 

Coach 
 

 

 

Mentor 
 

 

Girls 
 

 

 



 
They go through a 

3-month free 
online program to 
learn coding using 
MIT App Inventor 

- 
A simple tool for 
people with no 

coding experience. 
 
 

Technovation Strategy 
Step 2: Girls Learn Coding 



	
	 Girls Learnt coding using  

MIT App Inventor 

	
	
	



	
	

Girls use the back-end and front-end to code. 

	
	
	



	
During	the	three	
month	program,	
they	do	survey,	
write	business	

plan,	make	video	
and	submit	their	
pitch	online.	

Technovation Strategy 
Step 3: Girls develop business plans and 

submit their pitch 



TechnovaDon	judges	
score	these	apps	
and	select	40-50	
semi	finalist	teams	
who	move	to	the	
second	round.	
	
10	finalists	come	to	
Silicon	Valley	to	
present	in	front	of	
live	judges	to	
compete	for	$10k	to	
take	their	apps	to	
market.	

Technovation Strategy 
Step 4: Finalists are invited to San 

Francisco for world Pitch 



	
	

TechnovaDon	is	much	more	than	just	a	technology	
program,	it	has	elements	of	entrepreneurship,	teaches	
girls	empathy,	problem-solving,	team	work,	persistence	
and	gives	them	the	basic	professional	skills	that	they	

need	for	the	future.	
	

It	tries	to	celebrate	all	girls	through	regional	programs	
and	compeDDons	

	



	
	

  Her2Voice profile 

	
v  IniDaDve	of	Rwanda	

TechWomen	

v Members	are	professional	
women	working	in	STEM	

	
v  Rwanda	is	our	area	of	project	

ImplementaDons	



	
	

  Our objectives 

v  To	inspire	the	next	generaDon	of	women	in	STEM	
	
v  IniDate	a	mentorship	culture	aiming	to	share	and	

encourage	young	girls	to	embrace	STEM	careers.		

v  To	provide	hands	on	skills	sDmulaDng	STEM	interest	
among	young	girls	at	an	earlier	age	



	
	
Her2Voice recently completed the mission driven project 
with 5 STEM clubs in each of 5  Rwandan provinces, and is 
currently working on the Refugee Girls Need You project 

	
	
	



	
	

In July 2015, with the support of the US Mission to 
UNESCO, Her2Voice trained 120 girls in the Wisci Girls 

STEM camp in Rwanda 

	
	
	



	
	 Rwanda Wisci STEM Camp Workshop on mobile 

programming 

	
	
	



	
	
2 teams from Rwanda as semi finalists, and 

1 team from Nigeria as a finalist globally 

	
	
	



This	is	the	story	of	Team	Charis,	a	
group	of	five	teenage	girls	who	

defied	all	odds	to	create	a	mobile	
app	that	will	resolve	the	waste	

disposal	problem	in	Nigeria.		

•  Zero	technical	skills	
•  No	coding	experience	
•  No	personal	computers	
•  Poor	internet	access	
•  No	parental	support	
	
	

They	developed	a	mobile	app	called,	Discardious,	a	soluDon	to	
the	waste	disposal	problem	in	Nigeria	



They	met	aFer	classes	at	our	
AFerschool	center	where	we	
provided	the	support,	inspiraDon	
and	resources	they	needed	to	
enter	the	compeDDon.		
	
Team	Charis	is	now	recognized	
world-wide	for	their	waste	
management	app,	Discardious	–	
which	recently	won	the	US$10,000	
prize	at	the	TechnovaDon	
Challenge	in	the	US.	



•  The	journey	of	coaching	the	team	has	been	an	
exciDng	one.	These	young,	giFed	and	smart	girls	have	
demonstrated	that	with	passion	and	determinaDon,	
you	can	achieve	anything.	



•  I	have	watched	them	make	mistakes,	beat	themselves	
over	it	and	try	again.		

•  I	helped	them	through	the	problem	solving	process	
•  taught	them	to	see	opportuniDes	in	every	difficulty	
•  to	be	strong	in	challenging	situaDons,		
•  to	work	on	their	weaknesses	and	most	importantly,		
•  to	collaborate	as	a	team.	



“Technova)on	has	made	me	realize	that	girls	have	what	it	takes	to	
become	tech	change	makers.	It	has	challenged	me	to	think	crea)vely	

and	come	up	with	ideas	that	will	create	impact.“	–	Praise	David	
 

This competition literally changed the girls’ lives. It shaped their thinking, 
and changed what their parents and community thinks of girls. 



Every girl is a winner!  
This is what the Technovation program is 

about! 



	
It	 doesn’t	 mafer	 if	 you’re	 a	 man	 or	 woman,	
anyone	 can	 learn	 how	 to	 code	 and	 build	 a	
mob i le	 app	 that	 so lves	 a	 p rob lem;	
TechnovaDon	girls	have	proven	it.	

	
	



Join	high	school-aged	girls	from	around	the	world	as	they	try	to	
befer	their	community	through	technology	and	collaboraDon	in	

this	thrilling,	hearielt	documentary.		
	

From	rural	Moldova	to	urban	Brazil	to	suburban	Massachusefs,	
CODEGIRL	follows	teams	who	dream	of	holding	their	own	in	the	
world’s	fastest-growing	industry.	The	winning	team	gets	$10K	

CODE	GIRLS	



#CODEGIRL	MOVIE	



The CodeGirl Movie will be released live on YouTube 
from November 1 – 5, 2015. 

 
You can organize a screening and mobilize girls to 

watch the full documentary. It will inspire them to have 
this unique experience, to code for local impact 

while competing globally. 
 

Let’s help get as many girls as we can to sign up 
Technovation program. Registration for 2016 is open. 

 
For partnerships, sponsorships, and more information, 

you may contact the program organizers: 
info@technovationchallenge.org 



Young	people	are	both	the	leaders	of	
today	and	the	future.	InvesAng	in	them	
will	help	us	achieve	the	sustainable	

development	goals	(SDGs).	
	

Join	us	in	this	movement	



Alone,	we	can	make	a	difference	–	no	
doubt.	

But	together,	we	can	change	the	world.	
	

-	Irina	Bokova	(DG,	UNESCO)	



	
	

  

Q&A 


