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Article 13 of the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity 
of Cultural Expressions 

 
 

Operational guidelines 
 

Integration of Culture in Sustainable Development 
 

Approved by the Conference of Parties at its second session (June 2009) 
 
 

General considerations 
 
1. Sustainable development is “development that meets the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs” (Report of the 
World Commission on Environment and Development, 1987). 

 
2. The economic, cultural, social and environmental aspects of sustainable development 

are complementary. 
 
3. Protection, promotion and maintenance of cultural diversity are essential requirements 

for sustainable development for the benefit of present and future generations (Article 
2.6 of the Convention), since they contribute to social and cultural fulfilment, individual 
and collective well-being, and to the maintenance of creativity and vitality of cultures 
and institutions. 

 
4. The diversity of cultural expressions must be taken into account in the development 

process because it contributes to the strengthening of identity and social cohesion and 
to the building of inclusive societies that uphold the equal dignity of and respect for all 
cultures.  

 
5. Culture should be integrated into national policies and plans and into international 

cooperation strategies in order to achieve human development goals1 and notably 
poverty reduction. 

 
6. The integration of culture into development policies at all levels (local, national, regional 

and international) makes it possible to:  
 

6.1 contribute to the protection and promotion of the diversity of cultural expressions; 
 
6.2 foster universal access, participation in and enjoyment of creation and production 

of cultural expressions, especially for disadvantaged groups; 
 
6.3  realize the full potential and contribution of cultural industries to sustainable 

development, economic growth and the promotion of decent quality of life through 
the creation, production, distribution and dissemination of cultural expressions; 

 
6.4  maintain social cohesion, fight violence through cultural activities that promote 

human rights and the culture of peace and reinforce the sense of social 
integration of youth; 

 

                                                 
1  “Human development is a process of enlarging people’s choices”, Human Development Report, UNDP, 

1990, p.10. 
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6.5  reinforce and improve development policies, inter alia, in the sectors of 
education, tourism, public health, security and urban planning. 

 
 

Guidelines 
 
7. Sustainable development is the result of a collection of policies and measures suited to 

national and local contexts that maintain the harmony of the local cultural ecosystem. 
For the sake of ownership and harmonization of development policies, when 
developing such policies, Parties shall endeavour to take into account the following 
elements.  

 
7.1 Since economic, environmental, social and cultural systems are interdependent 

and cannot be considered separately, sustainable development policies and 
measures should be formulated, adopted and implemented in concert with all the 
relevant public authorities in all sectors and at all levels. Thus effective 
coordination mechanisms should be established, particularly at the national level. 

 
7.2 Raising awareness among decision makers and their partners of the importance 

of the cultural dimension of development policies and sensitizing development 
policy managers from other sectors to cultural issues are essential for achieving 
the objectives of Article 13. 

 
7.3 The integration of culture into sustainable development policies entails 

acknowledgment, in particular, of: 
 

7.3.1  the fundamental role of education for sustainable development and the 
inclusion of culture in the different aspects of educational delivery to foster 
an understanding and appreciation of diversity and its expressions; 

 
7.3.2 recognition of the needs of women, of the various social groups mentioned 

in Article 7 of the Convention, and of disadvantaged geographical areas; 
 
7.3.3 the use of new technologies and the expansion of networked 

communication systems.  
 
 
Measures related to the integration of the diversity of cultural expressions into 
sustainable development 
 
8. In order to integrate and foster aspects related to the protection and promotion of the 

diversity of cultural expressions as elements of their sustainable development policies, 
Parties are encouraged to:  

 
8.1 provide the necessary conditions for creative abilities to flourish by taking into 

account the needs of all concerned artists, professionals and practitioners in the 
cultural sector with special attention to the needs of women, social groups and 
individuals in disadvantaged geographical areas;  

 
8.2 foster the development of viable cultural industries and in particular of micro, 

small, and medium enterprises working at the local level;  
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8.3 encourage long-term investment in the infrastructure, institutions and 
establishment of legal frameworks necessary for the viability of cultural industries;  

 
8.4 raise awareness among public authorities and their partners, local stakeholders 

and the various components of society, of the challenges posed by sustainable 
development and the importance of taking into account its cultural dimension;  

 
8.5 build sustainable technical, budgetary and human capacities in cultural 

organizations at the local level by, inter alia, facilitating their access to financing;  
 
8.6 facilitate sustained, equitable and universal access to the creation and production 

of cultural goods, activities and services, particularly for women, youth and 
vulnerable groups;  

 
8.7 consult and include public authorities responsible for issues related to the 

diversity of cultural expressions, as well as civil society and representatives of the 
cultural sector involved in the creation, production, distribution and dissemination 
of cultural activities, goods and services;  

 
8.8 invite civil society to participate in the identification, elaboration and 

implementation of development policies and measures related to the cultural 
sector.  

 
9.  In order to better evaluate the role of culture in sustainable development, Parties are 
encouraged to facilitate the elaboration of statistical indicators, the exchange of information 
and the dissemination and sharing of best practices. 


