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G E M   2 0 1 2 
CONFIRMED 

PARTICIPANTS LIST 

 
 

COUNTRIES 

 

AFGHANISTAN 
Ministry of Education 
Dr Ghulam Farooq Wardak 
Minister of Education 
 
Mr Mohammad Shakir Habibyar 
Technical Assistant to the Minister 
 
Afghanistan National Commission 
Mr Ahmad Fahim 
Secretary-General 
 
Permanent Delegation of Afghanistan to 
UNESCO 
Mr Kacem Fazelly 
Ambassador, Permanent Delegate 
 
Mr Ahmadullah Amiri 
Third Secretary 

 

BRAZIL 
Permanent Delegation of Brazil to UNESCO 
Ms Maria Laura da Rocha 
Permanent Delegate 
 
Mr Marcelo Dantas 
Advisor Minister 
 
Mr Luciano Souza 
Advisor 
 
Mr Ronaldo Lima Vieira 
First Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 

CANADA 
Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA)  
Ms Heather Cameron 
Director, Human Development and Gender 
Equality Division 
 
Ms Julia Dicum 
Senior Education Advisor 
 
Ms Patricia Pena 
Director of Governance and Sustainable 
Economic Growth 
 
Permanent Delegation of Canada to 
UNESCO 
Mr Jean-Pierre Blackburn  
Ambassador, Permanent Delegate 
 
Ms Dominique Levasseur 
Officer responsible for Education 
 
Ms Michèle Stanton-Jean 
Representative of Québec within the 
Canadian Permanent Delegation 
 

CHINA 
Ministry of Education 
Mr Ping Hao 
Vice Minister of Education  
 
China National Commission for UNESCO 
Mr Yue Du 
Secretary-General  
 
Ms Xiaoping Yu 
Chief of Education Division  
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Ms Lian Xue 
Programme Officer (interpreter) 
 
Ms Xuehui An 
Assistant Researcher of Education 
Development and Research Center 
 
Mr Dali Chen 
Secretary of Vice Minister (interpreter) 
 
UNESCO INRULED 
Mr Hongwei Meng 
Advisor 
 

COLOMBIA 
Permanent Delegation of Colombia to 
UNESCO 
Ms Sonia Sarmiento  
Ambassador Permanent Delegate 
 
Mr Francisco Gutierrez 
Second Secretary 
 

CONGO 
Ministry of Higher Education 
Dr Georges Marius Moyen 
Minister of Higher Education 
 
Embassy of Congo Brazzaville (Paris) 
Mr Joachim Mandavo 
Advisor 
 

CONGO DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
Ministry of Higher Education 
Mr Maker Mwangu Famba 
Minister of Higher Education 
 
Permanent Delegation of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo to UNESCO 
Dr Manda Kizabi 
Deputy Permanent Delegate 
 

CUBA 
Ministry of Education 
Ms Cira Pineira Alonso 
First Vice-Minister  
 

Permanent Delegation of Cuba to UNESCO 
Ms Maria de los Angeles Florez Prida 
Ambassador, Permanent Delegate 
 
Ms Yahima Esquivel Moynelo 
Third Secretary 
 

DENMARK 
Ministry of Children and Education 
Mr Torben Kornbech Rasmussen 
Director, Secretariat for International Affairs 
 
Permanent Delegation of the Kingdom of 
Denmark to UNESCO 
Mr Poul Erik Dam Kristensen 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative  
 
Mr Jens Dalsgaard 
First Deputy (alternate) 
 

EGYPT 
Permanent Delegation of Egypt to UNESCO 
Dr Mohamed Sameh Amr 
Ambassador Permanent Delegate 
 
Dr Ghada Omar 
Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO 
 

EL SALVADOR 
Permanent Delegation of El Salvador to 
UNESCO 
Ms Lorena Sol de Pool 
Ambassador, Permanent Delegate-EFA SC 
 
Ms Rosa Moreira Lemoine 
Minister Counsellor 
 

FINLAND 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Department for Development Policy 
Mr Jorma Julin 
Director General  
 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Department for Development Policy 
Mr Jussi Karakoski 
Senior Education Adviser 
Unit for Sectoral Policy 
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Ministry of Education and Culture 
Ms Jaana Palojarvi 
Director for International Relations 
 
Permanent Delegation of Finland to 
UNESCO 
Mr Antti Kuosmanen 
Ambassador, Permanent Delegate 
 
Ms Anne Huhtamaki 
Deputy Permanent Delegate 
 
Ms Kirsi Lindroos 
Counsellor 
 

FRANCE 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Mr Pascal Canfin  
Minister for Development to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs 
 
Mr Philippe Meunier  
Director of Global Public Goods (alternate 
Head of Delegation) 
 
Ms Fanny Gazagne 
Representative of Education 
 
Agence française de Développement (AFD) 
Ms Virginie Bleitrach  
Deputy Official in charge of the Division for 
Education and Professional Training 
 
French National Commission for UNESCO 
Ms Suzy Halimi  
Vice-President 
 
Ms Hélène Charton-Bigot  
Chief of Human Development Department at 
the Board of Global Public Goods 
 

GERMANY 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development 
Mr Roland Lindenthal 
Head of Division for Education 
 
 

Ms Sylvia Schmitt 
Education Advisor 
 
Ms Michaela Brinkhaus 
Desk Officer 
 
Permanent Delegation of Germany to 
UNESCO 
Mr Michael Worbs 
Ambassador and Permanent Delegate  
 
Mr Reinhard Hassenpflug 
Deputy Permanent Delegate 
 

GREECE 
Ministry of Education and Culture 
Mr Konstantinos  Arvanitopoulos 
Minister of Education and Culture  
 
Ms Maria Kartelia 
Special Advisor to the Minister 
 
Dr Evgenia Vathakou 
Lecturer at the University of Aegean 
 
Permanent Delegation of Greece to 
UNESCO 
Mr Théodore Passa 
Permanent Delegate Ambassador  
 

HUNGARY 
Education Committee of the Hungarian 
National Commission 
Dr Lorant Bencze 
Chair 
 

INDIA 
Ministry of Human Resource Development 
Ms Vrinda Sarup 
Additional Secretary, Elementary Education 
 
National University of Educational Planning 
and Administration (NUEPA), New Delhi 
Mr R. Govinda 
Vice Chancellor  
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Permanent Delegation of India to UNESCO 
Mr Vinay Sheel Oberoi 
Permanent Representative of India to 
UNESCO 
 
Ms Yojna Patel 
First Secretary 
 

IRAN 
Ministry of Education  
Mr Hamid-Reza Haji-Babaei 
Minister of Education 
 
Mr Ali Asghar Yazdany 
Deputy Minister of Education 
 
Mr Seyed Jamal Sobhkhiz 
Senior Advisor to the Minister 
 
Mr Ghasem Mostaghim 
Education Inspector  
 
Mr Daryuosh Farnia 
Education Expert 
 
Ms Mehrieh Soveizi 
Head of Talented Students Organization 
 
Parliament 
Mr Abolghasem Khosravi Sahl Avadi 
Member of Parliament 
 
Mr Jabbar Kochakinejad 
Member of Parliament 
 
Permanent Delegation of Iran to UNESCO 
Mr Mohammad Réza Majidi 
Ambassador and Permanent Delegate  
 
Mr Morteza Hamissi 
Deputy Permanent Delegate 
 
Mr Ali Hajilari 
First Secretary  
Iranian School, Paris 
Mr Hassan Rostami 
Director 
 

JAPAN 
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, 
Science and Technology (MEXT) 
Mr Takashi Inutsuka 
Director, 
Office for International Cooperation,  
International Affairs Division 
 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Mr Atsushi Karimata 
Senior Coordinator,  
Global Issues Cooperation Division,  
International Cooperation Bureau 
 
Mr Ryo Watanabe 
Advisor 
 
Permanent Delegation of Japan to UNESCO 
Mr Yosuke Kobayashi 
First Secretary  
 

JORDAN 
Permanent Delegation of Jordan to UNESCO 
Ms Rima Al-Bakheet 
Deputy Permanent Delegate 
 
Ms Nermine Goussous 
Executive Assistant to the Permanent 
Delegate 
 

KENYA 
Ministry of Education 
Mr Mutula Kilonzo 
Minister of Education 
 
Dr George Godia 
Education Permanent Secretary 
 
Mr Sebastian Owanga  
Assistant Director Quality Assurance and 
Standards  
 
Mr Johnson Mwangi  
Principal Economist 
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KIRIBATI 
Ministry of Education 
Ms Maere Tekanene 
Minister of Education 
 
Mr Ioataake Timeon 
Secretary of Education 
 
Mr Kinta Eram 
Ag. Director of Education 
 

LATVIA 
Ministry of Education  
Ms Lauma Sika 
Deputy State Secretary 
Director Department of EU Structural Funds 
and Financial Instruments, Acting State 
Secretary 
 
Mr Rudolfs Kalvans 
Deputy Director for Development Strategies 
and International Cooperation 
 
Latvian National Commission  
Ms Baiba Molnika 
Secretary-General 
 

LESOTHO 
Ministry of Education and Training 
Mrs Makabelo Priscilla Mosothoane 
Minister of Education and Training 
 
Lesotho National Commission for UNESCO 
Ms Palesa Montsi 
Secretary-General 
 
Mrs Keratile Matiisetso Thabana   
Principal Secretary 
 
Embassy of the Kingdom of Lesotho 
Mr Teboho Justinus Rakoloi  
Counsellor 
Alternate Permanent Delegate 
 

LIBYA 
Permanent Delegation of Libya to UNESCO 
Mr Abdulsalam El-Qallali 
Ambassador 

MALAYSIA 
Ministry of Education  
Dr Ka Siong Wee 
Deputy Minister of Education  
 
Ms Zaleha Abdul Hamid 
EFA National Coordinator 
 
Malaysia National Commission for UNESCO 
Mr Ahmad Radzi Mohd Zim 
Programme Officer 
 
Permanent Delegation of Malaysia to 
UNESCO 
Mr Mohd Zulkifli Mohammed 
Permanent Delegate 
 
Ms Wan Ummul Fathanah Wan Mohd Noor 
Deputy Permanent Delegate 
 

MALI 
Ministry of Education 
Mr Adama Ouane 
Minister of Education 
 
Malian National Commission for UNESCO 
Mr Youssouf Dembele 
Secretary-General  
 
National Center for Non-formal Education 
Resources 
Mr Nouhoum Diakite 
Director 
 
National Director for Pedagogy 
Mr Bonaventure Maiga 
National Director for Pedagogy 
 

MEXICO 
Permanent Delegation of Mexico to 
UNESCO 
Mr Carlos De Icaza 
Ambassador 
 
Mr Mauricio Escanero 
Deputy Permanent Delegate 
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Ms Luz Mariana Espinoza Castillo 
Education Officer 
 

NIGERIA 
Ministry of Education  
Mr Nyesom Wike  
Minister of State for Education 
 
Mr Daniel Uwaezuoke 
Director, Basic & Secondary Education 
Department 
 
Ms Agwaoma Joyce Eke 
Deputy Director 
 
Ms Grace Ekong  
National Coordinator EFA 
 
Ms Oluwafemi Ayewoh 
Special Assistant to the Minister 
 
Permanent Delegation of Nigeria to 
UNESCO 
Ms Mariam Yalwaji Katagum  
Ambassador  
Permanent Delegate of Nigeria to UNESCO 
 
Universal Basic Education Commission 
Prof Charles Onocha 
Acting Executive Secretary 
 

NORWAY 
Ministry of Education and Research 
Ms Elisabet Dahle 
Deputy Minister of Education  
 
Mr Halfdan Farstad 
Senior Adviser 
 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Ms Kaia Bilton 
Senior Adviser 
 
The Norwegian Agency for Development 
Cooperation 
Ms Camilla Helgø Fossberg 
Assistant Director General 
 

Permanent Delegation of Norway to 
UNESCO 
Mr Dankert Vedeler 
Deputy Permanent Delegate- EFA Steering 
Committee 
 
Mr Joakim Bakke 
Counsellor 
 

OMAN 
Omani National Commission for Education 
Culture and Science 
Mr Mohamed Alyaqoubi 
Secretary-General,(Official National Focal 
Point for EFA) 
 
Mr Bader Alharty 
Education Specialist 
 
Permanent Delegation of Oman to UNESCO 
Dr Samira Almoosa 
Ambassador and Permanent Delegate  
 
Mr Nasser Elrawahy 
Deputy Permanent Delegate 
 

PAKISTAN 

Pakistan National Commission for UNESCO 
Mr Khusro Pervaiz Khan 
Director General  
 
Permanent Delegation of Pakistan to 
UNESCO 
Ms Humaira Zia Mufti 
Deputy Permanent Delegate 
 

QATAR 
Ministry of Education 
Mr Saad Bin Ibrahim Al Mahmoud 
Minister of Education 
 
Mr Al Mehaiza Abdulla 
Director of the Office of the Minister 
 
Mr Ahmed Al Mansouri 
Office of the Minister  
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Office of International Education Affairs 
Ms Hessa Al Dossari 
 
Mr Abdulaziz Al Tamimi 
Director of International Education Affairs 
 
Permanent Delegation of Qatar to UNESCO 
Mr Ali Zainal 
Ambassador, Permanent Delegate 
 
Embassy of Qatar 
Mr Mohamed Al Kuwari 
Bilateral Ambassador 
 

KOREA 
Ministry of Education 
Mr Sang-Ho Son 
Deputy Director, Global Cooperation Division 
 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Mr Jin-wook Hong 
Director of Public Diplomacy Policy 
 
Ms Seon-Mi Jung 
Second Secretary of Public Diplomacy Policy 
 
Republic of Korea National Commission for 
UNESCO 
Mr Utak Chung  
Director of Policy Administration 
Department,  
Assistant Secretary-General 
 
Permanent Delegation of the Republic of 
Korea to UNESCO 
Mr Sang-Jin Lee 
Ambassador and Permanent Delegate  
 
Mr Ji-wan Yoo 
First Secretary 
 

ROMANIA 
Ministry of Education  
Ms Ecaterina Andronescu 
Minister of Education 
 
Ms Cristina Ghitulica 
Director, Assistant to the Minister 
 

Teaching and Education Council 
Ms Liliana Preoteasa 
Director General 
 
National School for Political and 
Administrative studies, Bucarest 
Mr Remus Pricopie 
Chancellor/Director 
 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
Ministry of Education and Science 
Mr Evgueny Ugrinovich 
Director of the International Department 
 
Ms Elizaveta Kraeva 
Consultant of the International Department 
 
Commission of the Russian Federation for 
UNESCO, MFA 
Ms Ksenia Gaverdovskaya 
Third Secretary 
 
People's Friendship University of Russia 
Mr Vladimir Mikhailovich Filippov 
Rector, People's Friendship University of 
Russia;  
Former Minister of Education-EFA SC 
Chairman of the EFA Steering Committee 
 

SAUDI ARABIA 
Ministry of Education 
Dr Naif Al Romi 
Deputy Minister of Education for Planning 
and Development 
 
Dr Ali Al Alemy 
Director General of Educational planning 
 
Dr May Alobaidi 
Assistant of Director General of Educational 
planning 
 
Permanent Delegation of Saudi Arabia to 
UNESCO 
Dr Mansour Alosaimi 
Counsellor of Education- EFA SC 
 
 



8 
 

SERBIA 
Ministry of Education 
Ms Vesna Fila 
Assistant-Minister of Education 
 

SLOVAKIA 
Council of the International Bureau of 
Education 
Ms Dagmar Kopcanova 
Member  
 

SUDAN 
Permanent Delegation of Sudan to UNESCO 
Mr Khalid Farah  
Ambassador Permanent Delegate 
 
Mr Hamid Eljazouly 
Deputy Permanent Delegate 
 

SWITZERLAND 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Ms Frédérique  Weyer 
Programme Officer,  
Board of Development and Cooperation 
 
Ms Nicole Gantenbein 
Programme Officer,  
Board of Development and Cooperation 
 
Permanent Delegation of Switzerland to 
UNESCO 
Mr Rodolphe Imhoof 
Ambassador 
 

THAILAND 
Ministry of Education 
Mr Phongthep Thepkanjana 
Minister of Education,  
Deputy Prime Minister 
 
Ministry of Education, National Commission 
for UNESCO 
Mr Sombat Suwanpitak 
Deputy Permanent Secretary,  
Secretary-General,  
Thai National Commission for UNESCO 
 
 

Ms Duriya Amatavivat 
Director Bureau of International Cooperation 
 
Ms Kanittha Hanirattisai 
Chief of International Organization Unit,  
Bureau of International Cooperation 
 
Ms Panita Khambu 
Permanent Secretary, EFA SC 
 
Permanent Delegation of Thailand to 
UNESCO 
Ms Orachart Suebsith 
Deputy Permanent Delegate 
 

UGANDA 

Permanent Delegation of Uganda to 
UNESCO 
Ms Elizabeth Paula Napeyok 
Ambassador Permanent Delegate 
 
Mr Philip Odida 
Minister Counsellor 
 
Ms Lydia Charlotte Rugasira 
Attache 
 

UKRAINE 
Ministry of Education, Science, Youth and 
Sports  
Mr Yevhen Sulima 
First Deputy Minister  
 
Ms Stella Shapoval  
Chief Specialist of International Cooperation 
Department,  
Expert 
 
Mr Sergiy Bondarenko 
Head of the Department of Pedagogical and 
Postgraduate Education, 
 
Mr Iaroslav Dudkov 
Chief State Inspector,  
State Inspection of Educational Institutions 
of Ukraine 
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UNITED KINGDOM 
Department for International Development 
Mr Jo Bourne 
Education Policy Team Leader 
 
Mr Rob Whitby 
Deputy Head of Education Policy Team 
 

URUGUAY 
Ministry of Education and Culture 
Mr Ricardo Ehrlich 
Minister of Education 
 
Permanent Delegation of Uruguay to 
UNESCO  
Mr Omar Mesa 
Ambassador, Permanent Delegate 
 
Mr Santiago Wins 
Deputy Permanent Delegate 
 
Mr Pedro Keuroglian 
Advisor 
 

VENEZUELA 
Ministry of University Education 
Mr Ruben Reinoso 
Vice-Minister of Academic Development 
 
Mr Alfredo Pineda 
Coordinator  
 
Permanent Delegation of Venezuela to 
UNESCO 
Ms Rebeca Sanchez Bello 
Ambassador, Permanent Delegate 
 

Mr David Osorio 
First Secretary 
 

ZAMBIA 
Ministry of Education 
Mr David Mabumba 
Deputy Minister 
 
Ms Heather Moono Mwansa 
Director of Planning and Information 
 
Mr Solomon Jason Mbuzi 
Permanent representative of Zambia to 
UNESCO 
 
Zambia National Commission for UNESCO 
Dr  Ronald Kaulule 
Chief Programme Officer 
 
Embassy of Zambia to France,  
Permanent Delegation of Zambia to 
UNESCO 
Mr Hendrix Kapaipi  
First Secretary for Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UN Agencies and IGOs
 
ADEA- Association for the Development of 
Education in Africa 
Mr Ahlin Byll-Cataria  
Executive Secretary 
 
Commonwealth 
Ms Pauline Greaves 
Head of Education Section,  
Social Transformation, Programmes Division 

 
Commonwealth 
Ms Florence Malinga 
Education Advisor 
 
European Commission 
Mr Fokion Fotiadis 
Director General, Development and Cooperation 
Europe Aid 
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European Union, DG Development and 
Cooperation – EuropeAid 
Ms Marja Karjalainen 
Acting Head of Unit 
 
Global Partnership for Education 
Mr Bob Prouty 
Head  

Ms Carol Bellamy 
Chair of the Board 

Mr Charles Tapp  
Senior Replenishment Advisor 
 
ILO 
Mr Patrick Quinn  
Senior Specialist,  
ILO International Programme on the Elimination 
of Child Labour 
 
Ms Constance Thomas 
Director IPEC 
 
OECD 
Mr Andreas Schleicher 
Special Advisor on Education Policy to the 
Secretary-General and Deputy Director for 
Education 
 
Mr Felix Zimmermann  
Advisor Global Relations NME 
 
Open Society Foundation 
Mr Hugh McLean 
Director of Education Support Program  
 
UN Human Rights 
Mr Kishore Singh  
UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education 
 
UNDP 
Mr Olav Kjørven 
Assistant Secretary-General.  
 
Mr David Luke 
Senior Advisor and Coordinator  
 
Mr Shantanu Mukherjee 
Policy Advisor, Microeconomics 
 

UNESCO Special Envoy for Haiti  
Ms Michaëlle Jean 
UNESCO Special Envoy for Haiti  
 
UNFPA 
Ms Mona Kaidbey 
Acting Director, Technical Division, EFA SC 
 
UNGEI 
Ms Nora Fyles 
Senior Education Adviser and Head of United 
Nations Girls Education Initiative   
Secretariat (UNGEI Secretariat) 
 
UNICEF 
Ms Geeta Gupta Rao 
Deputy Executive Director 
 
Mr Jordan Naidoo 
Senior Education Advisor- Scaling Up and System 
Reconstruction 
 
Ms Marilena Viviani  
Associate Director Programme Partnerships 
 
United Nation World Food Programme 
Mr Marc Regnault de la Mothe 
School Feeding Policy Officer 
 
World Bank 
Ms Elizabeth King 
Director Education 
 
Ms Tamar Manuelyan Atinc 
Vice President Human Development Network 
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NGOs 

 
ASPBAE-Asia South Pacific Association for Basic 
& Adult Education 
Mr Bernie Lovegrove 
Executive Director, ASPBAE Australia 
 
CCNGO Coordination Group-African Network 
Campaign on Education for All -(ANCEFA) 
Mr Limbani Nsapato 
Policy and Advocacy Manager 
 
CCNGO Coordination Group-Asia South Pacific 
Association for Basic & Adult Education-ASPBAE 
Ms Maria Lourdes Almazan Khan 
Secretary-General 
 
CCNGO Coordination Group-Cameroun 
Education for All Network-CEFAN 
Ms Salomé Ngaba Zogo  
Board Member 
 
CCNGO Coordination Group-Forum for 
Education NGOS in Uganda-FENU 
Mr Frederick Mwesigye 
National Coordinator 
 
CCNGO Coordination Group-Global Campaign 
for Education –GCE 
Ms Camilla Croso  
President 
 
CCNGO Coordination Group-International 
Association of Universities-IAU 
Ms Isabelle Turmaine 
Director, Information Centre and Communication 
Services 
 
CCNGO Coordination Group-Latin American 
Campaign FOR the Right to Education-CLADE 
Ms Yadira Rocha 
Representative Delegate 
 
CCNGO Coordination Group-Teacher Creativity 
Center (TCC) 
Mr Refaat Sabbah 
Director General 
 
 

 
Education International 
Mr David Edwards 
Deputy General Secretary 
 
Mr Jefferson Berriel Pessi  
Coordinator 
 
Mr Fred Van Leeuwen 
Secretary-General 
 
Forum for African Women Educationalists 
(FAWE) 
Ms Aicha Bah Diallo 
Chair 
 
UNESCO NGO Liaison Committee 
Mr Bernard Loing 
President 
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Research – Private Sector 

 
Brookings Institution 
Mr Justin Van Fleet 
Fellow at the Brookings Institution Center for 
Universal Education 
Centre for International Education 
School of Education, ESW 
 
University of Sussex 
Prof Keith Lewin 
Director, Technical Advisor to the 
Commonwealth Ministerial Working Party on the 
Post 2015 Framework for Education  
 
Infosys 
Mr Tan Moorthy 
Senior Vice President and Group Head Education 
& Research (E&R)  
 
Intel 
Ms Martina Roth 
Director of Global Education Strategy, Research 
 
International Business Leaders Forum (IBLF) 
Mr Darian Stibbe 
Director 
 
Lego 
Ms Lene Friis 
Director Sales Lego Education 
 
Microsoft 
Mr Greg Butler 
Director of Education Strategy, Microsoft 
Corporation 
 
World Economic Forum 
Mr Alex Wong 
Senior Director, Head of Business  
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High Level Participants
 

Qatar 
Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser  
First Lady of Qatar 
 

Office of Her Highness 
Dr Abdullah bin Hussain Al-Kubaisi 
Director of the Office of Her Highness 
 

Mr Alnowar Al Khulaifi 
Deputy Director of the Office of Her Highness 
 

Ms Maha Laram 
Executive Secretary to her Highness 
 
Mr Leonardo de Pinheiro 
Acting Director of Research 
 
Ms Laila Al Hail 
Senior Protocol Officer 
 
Mr Mohammed Mohsin Hilal 
Protocol Officer 
 
Ms Buthaina Al-Hijazi 
Media Relations Officer 
 
Ms Haya Al Naser 
 
Dr Ali Al Kinani 
Arabic Communications Editor 
 

Special photographer  
Mr Maher Attar 
 

Technical advisor 
Ms Mary Joy 
 

Photographers 
Mr Issa Al Mansoori 
 

Mr Ali Al Naimi 
 
 

 
Timor-Leste  
Ministry of Education 
Mr Bendito dos Santos Freitas 
Minister of Education 
 

 
Ms Melisa de Jesus Rodrigues Lay 
Protocol Assistant of Minister of Education 
Cabinet 
 
Ms Lucrecia Pereira dos Santos 
Executive Assistant of the Minister of Education 
 
Mr Jose Luis Benito Canelhas 
Advisor  
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Observers
 

Bulgaria 
University of Library Studies and Information 
Technologies 
Pr Roumen Nikolov 
Chair Holder 
 

Djibouti 
Permanent Delegation of Djibouti to UNESCO 
Mr Rachad Farah 
Ambassador, Permanent Delegate 
 
Ms Dior Delaveille 
Assistant 
 
Ms Thais Olivetti Silva 
Assistant 
 

Ecuador 
Permanent Delegation of Ecuador to UNESCO 
Mr Claude Lara 
Ministry, Delegate Adjoint 
 
Mr Nevil Montenegro 
Third Secretary 
 

Italy 

Permanent Delegation of Italy to UNESCO 
Mr Michele Rossi 
First Secretary 
 
Mr Gian Nicola Loi  
Intern 
 

Lebanon 
Permanent Delegation of Lebanon to UNESCO 
Ms Naya  
Third Secretary 
 

Malaysia 
Ministry of Education 
Mr Ching Hao Lim 
Private Secretary to the Deputy Minister of 
Education Malaysia 
 
 
 

 
Permanent Delegation of Malaysia to UNESCO 
Dr Sishir Dass 
Associate Delegate 
 
Mr Hussalmizzar Bin Hussain 
Science Attache 

 
Monaco 
Permanent Delegation of Monaco to UNESCO 
Ms Yvette Lambin-Berti 
Ambassador, Permanent Delegate 
 
Mr Jean-Philippe Vinci 
Cousellor to the Ambassador 
 
Ms Sybille Projetti 
Third Secretary 
 

Republic of Korea 

Korea National Commission 
Mr Hee-woong Kim 
Programme Specialist 
 
Ministry of Education 
Mr Hae Joon Yoon 
Deputy Director, Planning Division 
 
Permanent Delegation of the Republic of Korea 
to UNESCO 
Ms Jin-ju Han 
Researcher 
 
Ms Na Han 
Researcher 
 

Sweden 

Permanent Delegation of Sweden to UNESCO 
Mr Hans-Åke Öström 
Deputy Permanent Delegate 
 
Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency (SIDA) 
Ms Mali Elisson 
Lead Policy Specialist 
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Thailand 

Office of the Education Council  
Ms Sirivarn Svasti 
Senior Professional Officer 
 
Office of the Education Council, Bureau of 
Foreign Cooperation Policy 
Ms Ruangrat Wongpratmote 
Director 
 
Office of the Education Council, office of 
administrative system development 
Ms Supaporn Kohengkul 
Director 
 

Turkey 

Permanent Delegation of Turkey to UNESCO 
Mr Esra Dogan Grajower 
Counsellor 
 
Ms Simla-Yasemin Ozkaya 
Counsellor in the field of Envrionment and 
Hydrology 
 

United Arab Emirates 
Permanent Delegation of United Arab Emirates 
to UNESCO 
Mr Abdullah Alneaimi 
Permanent Delegate 
 
Mr Fouad Boumansour 
Administrative Secretary 
 
Delegation of the European Union to OECD and 
UNESCO 
Ms Lina Van der Weyden  
Minister Counsellor 
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Ministers and Vice Ministers 

 

Afghanistan 
Ministry of Education 
Dr Ghulam Farooq Wardak 
Minister of Education 
 

China 

Ministry of Education 
Mr Ping Hao 
Vice Minister of Education  
 

Congo Brazzaville 

Ministry of Higher Education 
Dr Georges Marius Moyen 
Minister of Higher Education 
 

Cuba 
Ministry of Education 
Ms Cira Pineira Alonso 
First Vice-Minister  
 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 

Ministry of Higher Education 
Mr Maker Mwangu Famba 
Minister of Education 
 

France 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Mr Pascal Canfin  
Minister for Development to the Minister of 
foreign affairs 
 

Greece 
Minsitry of Education and Culture 
Mr Constantinos Arvanitopoulos 
Minister of Education and Culture  
 

India 

Ministry of Human Resource Development 
Dr M. Mangapti Pallam Raju 
Minister of Human Resource Development 
 

Iran 
Ministry of Education  
Mr Hamid-Reza Haji-Babaei 
Minister of Education 
 

 
Mr Ali Asghar Yazdany 
Deputy Minister of Education 
 

Kenya 
Ministry of Education 
Mr Mutula Kilonzo 
Minister of Education 
 

Kiribati 
Ministry of Education 
Ms Maere Tekanene 
Minister of Education 
 

Lesotho  
Ministry of Education and Training 
Mrs Makabelo Priscilla Mosothoane 
Minister of Education and Training 
 

Malaysia 
Ministry of Education 
Dr Ka Siong Wee 
Deputy Minister of Education  
 

Mali 
Ministry of Education 
Mr Adama Ouane 
Minister of Education 
 

Nigeria 
Ministry of Education 
Mr Nyesom Wike  
Minister of Education 
 

Norway 
Minsitry of Education 
Ms Elisabet Dahle 
Deputy Minister of Education  
 

Pakistan 
Ministry of Education 
Mr Waqas Akram Sheikh 
Minister for Education & Trainings, Islamabad  
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Qatar 

Ministry of Education 
Mr Saad Bin Ibrahim Al Mahmoud 
Minister of Education 
 

Republic of Timor-Leste  
(Education First Champion Country) 
Ministry of Education  
Mr Bendito dos Santos Freitas 
Minister of Education 
 

Romania  

Ministry of Education  
Ms Ecaterina Andronescu 
Minister of Education 
 

Russian Federation 

Ministry of Education and Science 
Mr Igor Fedukin 
Deputy Minister  
 

Saudi Arabia 

Ministry of Education 
Dr Naif Al Romi 
Deputy Minister of Education for planning and 
Development 
 

Serbia 

Ministry of Education 
Mr Zarko Obrdovic 
Minister of Education 
 
Ms Vesna Fila  
Assistant-Minister of Education  
(Vice Minister, replacing the Minister) 
 

Thailand 

Ministry of Education  
Mr Phongthep Thepkanjana 
Minister of Education,  
Deputy Prime Minister 
 

Ukraine 

Ministry of Education, Science, Youth and 
Sports   
Mr Yevhen Sulima 
First Deputy Minister  
 

 
Uruguay 

Ministry of Education and Culture 
Mr Ricardo Ehrlich 
Minister of Education 
 

 
Venezuela 

Ministry of University Education 
Mr Ruben Reinoso 
Vice-Minister of Academic Development 
 

Zambia 
Ministry of Education 
Mr David Mabumba 
Deputy Minister 
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UNESCO Headquarters and Field Offices
 

UNESCO Santiago de Chile 
Mr Atilio Pizarro 
Section Chief for Planning, Management, 
Monitoring and Evaluation  
 
Foro Educación Para Todos 
Mr René Varas 
 

UNESCO Paris 
Ms Irina Bokova 
Director-General 
 
Mr Qian Tang 

Assistant Director-General for Education 
 
Ms Mmantsetsa Marope 
Division for Basic Learning and Skills 
Development (BLS) 
Director 
 
Mr David Atchoarena 
Division for Teacher Development and Higher 
Education (THE) 
Director 
 
Mr Georges Haddad 
Education Research and Foresight Team (ERF) 
Director 

 
Ms Soo Hyang Choi 
Division of Education for Peace and Sustainable 
Development (PSD) 
Director 
 

UNESCO Beirut  
Mr Saïd Belkachla 
Senior Programme Specialist 
 

UNESCO BREDA (Senegal) 
Ms Blandine Ledoux 
Section of sectorial analysis in education 
 
Mr Guillaume Husson 
Section of sectorial analysis in education 
 
Ms Zulmira Rodrigues 
Regional Coordinator for Education 

 

UNESCO Bangkok 
Mr Abdul  Hakeem  
Education Adviser & Coordinator « APPEAL »' 
 

UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning 

(UIL) 
Ms Carolyn Medel-Anonuevo 
Deputy Director 

 
 


