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INTRODUCTION 

 

 

  
 

Twenty years down the road from the Barbados Programme of Action (BPoA) and ten 

years after the Mauritius Strategy, Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are taking 

stock and looking forward. Over the years, SIDS have made significant advances 

towards sustainable island living. But faced with a future whose only certainty is change, 

they continue to have before them many challenges – some intrinsic and timeless, others 

extrinsic and new. This said, small island societies have a record of thriving in 

challenging times. Their long histories are characterized by innovative approaches, 

societal mobilization and adaptation rooted in tradition and continuity.  

 

Contributing towards a new vision and commitment for small islands, UNESCO action 

in support of its 47 Member States and Associate Members is anchored in its mandated 

fields of education, natural sciences, social and human sciences, culture, communication 

and information. The overriding goals are to build capacities and networks; promote 

problem solving actions; mobilize key actors and constituencies; and generate 

momentum and impact that are culturally-sensitive and scientifically sound. Addressing 

this challenge calls for meaningful collaboration between civil society and institutional 

actors, among islands and regions (intra- and inter-regional cooperation) and across 

generations (intergenerational solidarity). Together with governments, civil society, 

regional bodies and other international actors, UNESCO continues its efforts to ensure 

the effective implementation of the BPoA and the Mauritius Strategy in a 

multidisciplinary and participatory manner. The Organization will actively engage in 

follow-up to the Third International Conference on SIDS in Samoa in 2014, while 

contributing to the elaboration of the post-2015 Goals. Building on the achievements of 

its dedicated SIDS intersectoral platform, UNESCO will keep SIDS at the centre of its 

agenda in the forthcoming Medium-term Strategy for the period 2014 to 2021, as one of 

the Organization’s Overarching Objectives (alongside Youth, Least Developed 

Countries, Countries in Transition and Indigenous Peoples).(1) 

 

 

The aim of this paper is to highlight the importance of Gender Equality in the sustainable 

development of all the Small Island Developing States. For the 2014 edition of its 
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International Women’s Day Conference, UNESCO has chosen to put the spotlight on 

SIDS in view of the UN International Year of SIDS and the Third International 

Conference on SIDS which will take place in Apia (Samoa) from 1 to 4 September 2014. 

Comprising some 40 Member States, SIDS are vitally important to the well-being of the 

planet as custodians of vast ocean spaces, essential for food security, biodiversity, carbon 

sequestration, natural resources, cultural diversity and heritage.   

 

The theme of International Women’s Day 2014 is “Equality for Women is Progress for 

All”, and this is very much true when talking about SIDS. Taking into consideration the 

unique set of complex development challenges of SIDS, the paper focuses on a select 

number of issues considered critical for the promotion of gender equality in these 

countries. Gender equality is a global priority for UNESCO and it is an objective high on 

the agenda of the Millennium Declaration, Millennium Development Goals and Post -

2015 reflections within and beyond the UN. We should highlight the critical importance 

of gender equality in the sustainable development of all the SIDS, especially in areas 

such as inequalities in education (particularly in science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics - STEM), the impact of climate change and the role of women in 

sustainable development.   

The report highlights cases of best practice of promotion of gender equality within SIDS, 

and points to areas where more progress on gender equality needs to be made. The report 

concludes with recommendations for advancing progress towards gender equality and 

women’s empowerment in SIDS. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(1)UNESCO, “ Taking Stock Moving Forward”, article, accessed February 11 2014, from http://

www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/priority-areas/small-island-developing-states 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/priority-areas/small-island-developing-states
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/priority-areas/small-island-developing-states
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POVERTY 

 

 

Due to their particular remote geographical location, strong rooted traditions, and 

frequent natural disasters most of the Small Island Developing States suffer from poverty 

and high unemployment rates. Women are deeply affected by these issues, creating a 

major barrier to the development of decent socio-economic conditions for them and their 

households. The feminization of poverty is a widespread phenomenon which affects 

many poor regions, including SIDS. Widows or divorced women are often heads of 

household of large families. Gender discrimination is one of the major causes of poverty 

among women who often carry the heavy burden of numerous dependants, children and 

the elderly. Lack of access to land and property ownership, lower wages, lack of job 

opportunities, may lead to women finding themselves in a state of near starvation and 

bare survival. The dangerous consequences of unemployment in these countries may 

mean that women turn to prostitution or early marriage.  

 

Teenage and unplanned pregnancy is an important problem in many Small Island 

Developing States and is deeply related to poverty and lack of employment opportunities 

for youth. Teenage pregnancy represents a problem from many points of view: lack of 

educational attainment, health risks, and most of all preventing young women from 

contributing to the economic and social development of country, diminishing their 

opportunity in life. To prevent the risk of unwanted pregnancies, families in many small 

islands restrict activities that might expose that girls to premarital sex, but amongst these 

activities school is considered as a risk, and girls may be withdrawn from school, thus 

harming their future. Research has shown that women usually work in the informal 

sector, performing marketing or road side vending activities, domestic jobs and a lot of 

their time is spent in the house and family care activities preventing them from earning 

adequate salaries for sustenance. Religion, traditions and colonial history confine women 

to their role of mother and family care, which creates barriers in accessing formal and 

better paid jobs. Absence of legislation against discrimination or the persistence of 

customary laws makes it difficult for women to access land and ownership of assets, 

even when pre-colonial traditions allowed daughters to inherit properties.  

 

 

1. Africa, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean and South China Sea (AIMS) 

 

 

Climate change plays an important role in undermining most of the islands’ economies, 

which depend in a large part on the marine environment, such as fisheries and tourism. 
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2. Caribbean Islands 

Poverty, even if not extreme, still remains a problem in the Caribbean islands, especially 

in rural areas. Caribbean women in general are relatively independent and educated; they 

have equal rights in terms of land ownership and inheritance. But they face gender 

inequality with respect to income and wages. Poverty is very closely related to gender 

inequality as the majority of single parent households are women headed households, and 

women are over represented among the poor. Women have limited access to cash 

incomes and have little power over their personal income when they are married. 

Frequently in the Caribbean being a woman involves supporting many dependants, 

young and old, with little possibility of working due to the lack of alternative care 

options. This leads to a poor school performance when girls are forced to leave school to 

care for relatives, or because of gender-based violence and teenage pregnancies. The 

Caribbean is one if the regions that suffers the most from the problem of teenage 

pregnancy. People have sexual relations at a very early age. One third of school-age 

youth are sexually active and a quarter had their first sexual experience at the age of ten 

or younger.(4) In general the rate of contraceptive use is very low in all the SIDS, but in 

the Caribbean the data is alarming: in Jamaica 87% (5)of teenage pregnancies were 

unplanned; this is likely to happen in rural areas and among a poorly educated young 

population.  Women’s limited access to finances affects their ability to access healthy 

food for themselves and the family. 

 

Comoros 
 

In the Comoros Islands women can inherit land and houses, but in reality they do 

not always have the use of these. Access to land is granted by favourable laws, but 

in practice inheritance is a difficult matter because of Islamic law which grants up 

to 2/3 of the inheritance to boys. In addition poor land registration and a matrilineal 

system which affirms the indivisibility and inalienability of the land, prevent 

women from using their own land to access bank loans. In the Comoros one of the 

major problems is a very high level of women’s poverty and dependency. There is 

a very high level of women’s unemployment at 47%.(2) Female single-parent 

headed households represent 40.2 % of the total number of households, compared 

to 2.8% for male single-parent headed households;(3) Women have limited 

resources and a heavy burden when supporting many children. They do not have 

access to loans, so in order to remedy the situation Micro Financial Institutions 

provide specific financial products for women and adopt more flexible measures 

for granting loans to them. 

Water supply is a major problem for women who spend two and a half hours per 

day on average in fetching water to the detriment of their productive activities or 

education. They are the main victims of unhealthy water, and water borne diseases. 
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In the Caribbean countries the percentage of women pursuing higher education is higher 

than for men, but in the labour market they are confined to the care giving sector or other 

low waged jobs reflecting traditional gender roles. The uneven distribution of care work 

in family and society may contribute to the inactivity of women whose participation is 

mostly dedicated to unwaged work.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2)ADB, 2010, “ Gender Profile of the Union of the Comoros”, p.5, retrieved January 23 2014 from 

 http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Comoros%20-%

20Country%20Gender%20Profile.pdf 

(3)ADB, 2010, “ Gender Profile of the Union of the Comoros”, p.3, from 

 http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/

Comoros%20-%20Country%20Gender%20Profile.pdf 
(4)UNDESA, 2007, Tackling the poverty of opportunity in small islands developing States, Ch.5, p.157,        

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/documents/wyr07_chapter_5.pdf . 

(5)UNDESA, 2007, Tackling the poverty of opportunity in small islands developing States, Ch.5, p. 158  

  http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/documents/wyr07_chapter_5.pdf  

(6)World Bank, 2002, “Review of gender Issues in the Dominican republic, Haiti and Jamaica”, p., https://

openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1 

(7)World Bank, 2002, “Review of gender Issues in the Dominican republic, Haiti and Jamaica”, p., https://

openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1 

(8)World Bank, 2002, “Review of gender Issues in the Dominican republic, Haiti and Jamaica”, p., https://

openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1 

http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Comoros%20-%20Country%20Gender%20Profile.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Comoros%20-%20Country%20Gender%20Profile.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Comoros%20-%20Country%20Gender%20Profile.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Comoros%20-%20Country%20Gender%20Profile.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/documents/wyr07_chapter_5.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/documents/wyr07_chapter_5.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1
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Dominican Republic 

  

In the Dominican Republic unplanned pregnancies are very 

frequent, indicating a lack of reproductive health care and education.
(6) 
Maternal mortality is also very high and where fertility rates have 

decreased this  is mainly amongst educated and urban women, with 

rural and poorly educated women still having high birth rates and 

high levels of maternal mortality. Even if girls performance in 

school is better than boys, female labour market participation still 

remains lower than that of men. Gender roles are clear in the choice 

of male and female career paths leading to lower wage earnings for 

women. Poverty is linked more to female headed households than to 

male headed households. 

Haiti 
  

Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, and it 

exhibits some of the worst gender equality related indicators among 

which: high maternal mortality, high overall fertility, high rates of 

HIV/AIDS, particularly amongst young women, high rates of and 

sexual and gender-based violence.(7) Haiti has very out-dated and 

ineffective laws addressing gender equality. 

Jamaica 
  

  

Data and information suggest that Jamaica is well advanced on 

gender equality issues compared to other countries of the region, in 

terms of maternal health services, contraceptive use decreasing 

fertility levels, female participation in education and wage equality. 

Despite the progresses, the presence of very high rate of unintended 

pregnancy and the high incidence of HIV/AIDS remain problematic, 

due in part to poor reproductive health services. 

  

Cuba 
  

There is still some work to do in breaking the barriers for women’s 

entry into male dominated fields of employment. Gender inequality 

is still marked in employment; women are over-represented in the 

care giving and teaching professions, while men dominate science, 

technology and mathematical fields. 

Cuban women have to deal with problems in work-life balance, 

gender stereotypes in employment and education, domestic violence 

and discrimination based on sexual orientation. Although land 

inheritance is equally guarantee by law, in rural areas traditional 

practices exclude women from land ownership.(8) 
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3. Pacific Islands 

 

There is an “increasing feminization of poverty”(9), especially amongst the 70% of 

women who live in rural areas or urban squats. The paradox of this region is that women 

generally have good access to and completion rates in education but at the same time 

they cannot own property and they are subject to sexual harassment and violence. They 

are at greater risk of poverty because of labour force discrimination, lack of property 

rights and lack of legislation to prevent such discrimination. 

Due in part to the colonial history of the SIDS, many local practices which would protect 

women interests, are totally ignored. Traditional women’s assets and land ownership 

rights are not recognized by the private sector companies that operate in the Islands. 

Agreement on land use and ownership are settle by men and land property is registered in 

men’s names, excluding women’s legitimate rights as land owners. The gender wage gap 

is a huge issue as men as men work in jobs that earn higher salaries. The Solomon Island 

and Papua New Guinea are ranked at the very bottom of the 2012 Economist Intelligence 

Unit’s Women’s Economic Opportunity Index (respectively 124 and 125 out 128).(10)

( Again, female poverty is a deterrent to the economic development of a country and to 

increasing the level of household incomes. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(9)PIFS and SPC, 2012, “Addressing inequalities: the case of small island developing states in the Pacific”, 

p.7. http://www.worldwewant2015.org/fr/node/291977 

(10)Australian Government DFAT, 2012, “Delivery Strategy: pacific Women Shaping Pacific 

Development”, p.12, http://www.cepal.org/publicaciones/xml/6/45466/LCARL.356.pdf  

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/fr/node/291977
http://www.cepal.org/publicaciones/xml/6/45466/LCARL.356.pdf
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Levels of gender-based violence are relatively high in the Small Island Developing 

States, but alarming data come in particular from the Pacific region. The levels of gender

-based violence are a key factor that will hinder progress in achieving the MDGs. Gender

-based violence includes sexual, physical, psychological or emotional, and economic 

violence which is perpetuated by intimate partners, family and non-family members. 

Intimate partner violence is frequently seen as part of normal life, used to punish women 

or to remind them of their designated gender roles. This normalisation of violence is so 

well rooted that acts of violence are not perceived as crimes, but as part of “normal” 

family life. In some Caribbean countries intimate partner violence or domestic violence 

was not considered a crime until very recently by legislation, and even when protective 

laws exist, mentalities are difficult to change. Despite the efforts made by each 

government, including training campaigns, police and judiciary often share traditional 

visions and will ignore incidences of violence or will try and effect a reconciliation 

instead of investigating and punishing the abuser. Often violence is seen as an acceptable 

way for men to exercise and maintain their power over women. In this sense family and 

society play an important role in managing the issue, perpetuating the culture of silence. 

Sometimes courageous women escape their house and husband when they are the victims 

of violence to be confronted with an unsupportive family who push them to go back. 

Victims of violence are thus those who are blamed for the crime, women’s human rights 

are put aside for the sake of family honour. In some countries ruled by shari’a laws, to 

repair the damage caused to the victim’s family, in term of honour, and to avoid a 

penalty a rapist may be made to marry his victim. 

Given their role in the society women fear to speak out about the violence they 

experience and to report it to the police. They refuse to send their husband to jail because 

they don’t want their children to hate them for sending their father to prisons, or because 

they won’t be financially able to feed their children. 

1. Africa, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean and South China Sea (AIMS) 

 

 
 

(11)UNICEF, 2011, Bahrain MENA Gender Equality Profile Status of Girls and Women in the Middle east 

and North Africa  from http://www.unicef.org/gender/files/Bahrain-Gender-Eqaulity-Profile-2011.pdf  

  

Bahrain 

Bahrain is a very particular case, despite its ratification of the Convention 

on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women 

(CEDAW) in 2002, domestic violence is not addressed in the penal code 

and spousal rape is not considered a crime. There is no law protecting 

women from GBV and rape, and no punishment for rapists who can marry 

the victim to be discharged, like in other countries ruled by shari’a. 

Furthermore the killing of a spouse caught in the act of committing 

adultery is penalised only by a very lenient sentence.(11) 

GENDER BASED VIOLENCE (GBV) 

http://www.unicef.org/gender/files/Bahrain-Gender-Eqaulity-Profile-2011.pdf
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2. Caribbean Islands 

 

Although the lack of statistics and empirical data concerning violence in the Caribbean 

countries hinder a correct estimation of the magnitude of the problem, gender-based 

violence is a serious issue related to poverty, culture, lack of sexual education, lack of 

parental guidance. Sexual abuse or rape among very young is unfortunately a common 

practice followed by unwanted pregnancies and sexually transmitted diseases. Very few 

cases reach the courts for justice, underlining the extent of a deeply rooted problem. 

Substantial progress has been made by certain Caribbean governments in terms of 

reforms of the penal code to protect children and adolescents, increasing protection 

against all type of violence and carrying out awareness campaigns and offering 

psychological guidance and assistance. Nevertheless the failure to report violence is 

attributed to the fact that many women, especially those in very poor households do not 

know that they have the right to bring charges against their aggressors and that being 

beaten by their spouses is a crime. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

(12)ADB, 2009, Gender profile of the Union of the Comoros, African Development Bank,from 

 http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project -and-Operations/Comoros%20-%

20Country%20Gender%20Profile.pdf 

(13)World Bank, 2002, “Review of gender Issues in the Dominican republic, Haiti and Jamaica”, p.16, 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1  

Comoros  

Gender-based violence is is a deeply rooted problem in the Comoros. This takes 

the form of material and financial violence after divorce for example. 

Repudiation is considered as a dishonour by the family, who will reject or 

blame the female victim. Physical and, psychological violence is perpetuated 

by family members and there are not systematic counselling services that 

women can rely on. The failure to report violence to the police leads to a lack 

of statistical data.(12) 

Dominican Republic 

The National Police department reports between 200 and 300  rapes per month  of 

children aged between 4-11 years.(13) In 50% of cases the abuser is a person close 

to the child. Child sexual abuse affects both boys and girls with a higher 

percentage of girls. Many unintended pregnancies among young girls are a result 

of rape or incest and often accompanied by sexually transmitted diseases. 

http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Comoros%20-%20Country%20Gender%20Profile.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Comoros%20-%20Country%20Gender%20Profile.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1
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3. Pacific Islands 

 

Reports available indicate how Pacific small islands suffer have high rates of gender-

based violence 

In the Pacific region, studies were carried on in Samoa, Kiribati and Solomon Islands, 

Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu and East Timor, revealing common problems of 

gender-based violence, although the issue remains linked to local culture and customary 

roles. In both cases gender-based violence serves to perpetuate male power over women, 

and it is supported by the culture of silence and fear. 

Gender- based violence has always been considered as a family matter, and despite rising 

awareness of GBV as a crime, and the increasing numbers of incidents reported, there are 

many factors which prevent victims reporting incidences of violence to the police. 

Frequently public opinion considers domestic violence and sexual assault as part of 

everyday life and as a consequence of women’s behaviour inside and outside the house. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(14)AAUW, February 2011, Gender equality and the role of Women in the Cuban Society, from 

 http://www.aauw.org/files/2013/01/Cuba_whitepaper.pdf  

  

Cuba 

Despite the lack of data on the subject, domestic violence is a serious issue 

since there is no specific law to punish it, and police often do no act in cases of 

domestic violence: domestic abuse is seen as internal family matter and not 

punished. Marital rape was not considered a crime until very recently but is 

now deemed as an act of violence by the law.(14) 

http://www.aauw.org/files/2013/01/Cuba_whitepaper.pdf
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(15)WHO, J.K. Rasanathan, A. Bhushan, 2011 “Gender Based Violence in Solomon Islands : Translating 

research into action on the social determinants of health”, p.1, Regional Office for the Western Pacific, http://

www.who.int/sdhconference/resources/draft_background_paper4_solomon_islands.pdf 

(16)WHO, J.K. Rasanathan, A. Bhushan, 2011 “Gender Based Violence in Solomon Islands : Translating 

research into action on the social determinants of health”, p.1, Regional Office for the Western Pacific, http://

www.who.int/sdhconference/resources/draft_background_paper4_solomon_islands.pdf 

  

Solomon Islands 
  

Gender inequality is particularly expressed in the Solomon Islands through a 

high level of gender-based violence which ranges through sexual violence, 

coercion, emotional and physical violence perpetrated by partners and non-

partners. 73% of men and 73% of women interviewed believe that violence 

against women is justifiable, and considered as a form of discipline to address 

“disobedience”, especially in the case of infidelity or when women do not live 

up to gender roles imposed by society.(15) Another form of inequality is the 

practice of bride price, which gives men ownership over women, and because 

of which women feel prevented from leaving their husbands. A WHO study 

(Solomon Islands Family Health and Safety Study) report that 64% of women 

in the Solomon Islands have experienced some form of violence, (emotional, 

physical and sexual), while 56% of women confirm having experienced 

controlling behaviour from a male partner.(16) Primary attempts to develop a 

national policy to eliminate GBV were hindered by local culture and 

reluctance to accept the results of the study. 

Cook Islands 

The CEDAW Shadow Report (2007), states that domestic violence is the 

biggest discriminatory factor against women and the largest reported crime 

against women.(17) Despite rising awareness of domestic violence as a crime, 

the police still focus on reconciliation rather than on punishment. Most police 

officers endorse the view that domestic violence is best dealt with through 

traditional consultation with village elders and pastors. 

The reported number of cases is higher than the number of prosecutions, 

suggesting that the community is unlikely to perceive the criminal justice 

system as a means to deal with this problem. 

One of the problems in reporting to the police in the Cook Islands is the lack 

of confidence in police officers who may be perpetrators of gender-based 

violence themselves. 

Women do not want their husband to go to prison for fear of society and 

family criticism, or simply because they only want them to stop beating them 

and change behaviour. So most of the time when the police do come they will 

not make a formal complaint. 

http://www.who.int/sdhconference/resources/draft_background_paper4_solomon_islands.pdf
http://www.who.int/sdhconference/resources/draft_background_paper4_solomon_islands.pdf
http://www.who.int/sdhconference/resources/draft_background_paper4_solomon_islands.pdf
http://www.who.int/sdhconference/resources/draft_background_paper4_solomon_islands.pdf
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(17)Kingi, V., and Roguski, M ., 2011 "The Cook Islands Study”, p. Vi, Pacific Prevention of Domestic 

Violence Programme, http://www.ppdvp.org.nz/wp-content/media/2011/03/Final-Cook-Islands-PPDVP-

Baseline-Update-25-February-2011.pdf 

(18)UNFPA, 2005, “Gender-Based Violence in Timor Lest, a Case Study”, p.37, http://www.unfpa.org/

women/docs/gbv_timorLest.pdf 

(19)UNFPA, 2005, “Gender-Based Violence in Timor Lest, a Case Study”, p.53, http://www.unfpa.org/

women/docs/gbv_timorLest.pdf  

Timor Leste 

  

Timor Leste shares similar features concerning domestic violence, traditional 

processes based on patriarchal beliefs weaken women’s position and role in 

society. 

In addition to the problems reported in other Islands Timor Leste’s historical past 

exacerbates the situation. Traditional justice (adat) allows punishments only 

through fines or exchange of good and animals, such as the water buffalo, or 

public acts of punishment. 

The majority of the population, in fact, calls on traditional justice rather than 

reporting gender-based violence to the police. As a consequence of Indonesian 

police involvement in corruption and harassment during the occupation of the 

Island, there exists a community mistrust and misunderstanding of the police 

service itself. The Timor Leste State is a relatively new state and the police are an 

unfamiliar institution to a society which tends to look to their traditional leaders 

as guides. Research found that a high percentage of people would take their cases 

to the police only if it was a serious matter or the victim was seriously injured.

(18) On the other hand in some cases police officers do not respond quickly 

enough or do not investigate cases thoroughly, estimating domestic violence not 

a serious issue or a crime. Police officers may strongly believe in traditional 

justice themselves and push victims to seek a solution there. 

Traditional Justice gives little recognition to the rights of women, not taking into 

account the harm experienced and blaming the victim. Amidst the reasons that 

push victims not to report violence are the shame and damage that assault may 

causes to her and her family, the lack of awareness they have experienced a 

crime, the distance from Police stations and hospitals and a lack of infrastructure 

or means to reach these. 

Illiteracy plays an important role as well: many people in rural areas cannot read, 

they have not received an appropriate education: therefore the processes in the 

formal court system are hard for them to understand.(19) For this reason, 

awareness raising campaigns based on written material have been ineffective; 

whilst those that use resources such as radio have been more successful in 

attaining their objective. 

http://www.ppdvp.org.nz/wp-content/media/2011/03/Final-Cook-Islands-PPDVP-Baseline-Update-25-February-2011.pdf
http://www.ppdvp.org.nz/wp-content/media/2011/03/Final-Cook-Islands-PPDVP-Baseline-Update-25-February-2011.pdf
http://www.unfpa.org/women/docs/gbv_timorleste.pdf
http://www.unfpa.org/women/docs/gbv_timorleste.pdf
http://www.unfpa.org/women/docs/gbv_timorleste.pdf
http://www.unfpa.org/women/docs/gbv_timorleste.pdf
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Wife bashing 

Jully Sipolo (aka Makini) 
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Most of the Small Islands Developing States are close to achieving universal primary 

education. Many Small Island Developing States have remote, isolated rural communities 

and outer-island populations, which make it difficult for children to access education 

outside urban areas. As consequence few rural children attend secondary school. 

Nevertheless, gross secondary enrolment has generally increased since the 1990s, and apart 

from Comoros and Vanuatu, all of the Small Island Developing States for which data are 

available, have achieved gender parity in secondary education or have even more girls than 

boys enrolled in secondary education. In the South Pacific all but Papua New Guinea and 

the Solomon Islands have achieved gender parity in basic education.(20) 

 

However, attention has to be focused on dropout rates which remain high in some 

countries due to poverty that might force young girls to stay at home caring for younger 

siblings and the house while parents go to work, or to early marriage. In extreme cases 

early pregnancy may cause girls to drop out of school, and sometimes parents pull girls out 

of school in order to avoid such problems. As a consequence young girls who do not 

receive an appropriate education fail to improve their economic conditions and 

independence, perpetuating poverty through generations.  

In most SIDS university enrolment approaches gender equality or shows an imbalance in 

favour of women. Data are not available for the pacific area, but in African and Caribbean 

islands women correspond to 40% of science and engineering students in Antigua, 

Barbuda, Barbados and Grenada and 30% in other SIDS for which data are available.(21) 

 

EDUCATION 
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1. Caribbean Islands 

 

In the Caribbean region gender parity in education had been achieved in twenty two 

countries out of thirty six, the regional ratio for girls to boys in primary education is 0.97. 

The Caribbean region has a high participation and performance rate of women in 

secondary and tertiary levels of education. Despite the overall positive trend there are 

countries, such as the Dominican Republic, which are moving away from gender parity 

at both primary and secondary education levels, at the expenses of boys this time. 

Dropout rates are an issue to be tackled, although these vary across countries. The 

dropout rate is often higher in rural areas and among poor families. The percentage is 

higher for poor boys who are expected to work at an early age to provide support to poor 

families, than for girls, but they are at risk of dropping out if called to care for younger 

siblings or to carry out domestic duties or because of early pregnancy. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dominican Republic 
  

Significant progress has been made in education, equality has been 

reached in school enrolment. However, the overall dropout rate in 

the Dominican Republic is quite high at 14%.(22) 

Haiti 
  

Illiteracy levels in Haiti are the highest in any Latin American 

country for both men and women and slightly higher for women.(23) 

Enrolment rates are the lowest in the western hemisphere but there 

are not enough data to provide an accurate picture of the situation. 

  

Jamaica 
  

Male illiteracy is 50% higher than that of women,(24) and boys 

abandon school very often, while women have the highest labour 

force participation in the LAC region. 
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(20)UNESCO, November 2013, “Islands of the future, Building resilience in a changing world”, p. 3, from 

http://un.org.au/2014/01/14/unesco-islands-of-the-future-building-resilience-in-a-changing-world/  

(21)UNESCO, November 2013, “Islands of the future, Building resilience in a changing world”, p. 9, from 

http://un.org.au/2014/01/14/unesco-islands-of-the-future-building-resilience-in-a-changing-world/ 

(22)UNESCO, 2011, EFA Global Monitoring Report, “Regional Overview, Latin America and the 

Caribbean”, p.4., http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0019/001914/191433e.pdf 

(23)World Bank, 2002, A Review of Gender issue in the Dominican Republic, Haiti and Jamaica, 

Caribbean Country Management Unit, p.47, from  https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/

handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1  
(24)World Bank, 2002, A Review of Gender issue in the Dominican Republic, Haiti and Jamaica, 

Caribbean Country Management Unit, p.47, from https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/

handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1 

(25)AAUW, 2011,“Gender Equality and the Role of the Women in Cuban Society”, p. 5, http://

www.aauw.org/files/2013/01/Cuba_whitepaper.pdf  

(26)UNDESA, 2007, World Youth Report: Tackling the poverty of opportunity in small islands developing 

States, Ch.5, p.144, http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/documents/wyr07_chapter_5.pdf 

Cuba 
  

Men and women have the same access to education, and women 

represent 80% of university students and 68% of university 

graduates. Despite a very high literacy rate, more than 99%(25) for 

men and women, women still remain underrepresented in what are 

considered male fields of study such as maths, natural sciences and 

technical studies. Cuba’s high levels of literacy are linked to its 

history. Women played a crucial role in Castro’s education 

programme in 1961. To reach the rural mass of illiterates Castro 

dispatched 100,000 brigadistas to the country side: 52% of them 

were women and the director of the literacy campaign was a woman. 

http://un.org.au/2014/01/14/unesco-islands-of-the-future-building-resilience-in-a-changing-world/
http://un.org.au/2014/01/14/unesco-islands-of-the-future-building-resilience-in-a-changing-world/
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0019/001914/191433e.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1
http://www.aauw.org/files/2013/01/Cuba_whitepaper.pdf
http://www.aauw.org/files/2013/01/Cuba_whitepaper.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/documents/wyr07_chapter_5.pdf
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2. Pacific Islands 

In the Pacific 92% of youth are literate(26) and gender parity has been achieved in 

primary and secondary education. There is an important gender gap in tertiary education 

where technical institutes and scientific fields of study are chosen by a much higher 

percentage of boys, and the percentage of women  is often zero or close to zero. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

(27)JICA, March 2009, Marshall Islands: Country Gender Profile, Japan International Cooperation  

(28)JICA, 2011, “Country Gender Profile: Timor Lest”, p.16,   http://www.jica.go.jp/english/our_work/

thematic_issues/gender/background/pdf/e10timor.pdf 

(29)JICA, 2011, “Country Gender Profile: Timor Lest”, p.17,   http://www.jica.go.jp/english/our_work/

thematic_issues/gender/background/pdf/e10timor.pdf 

Marshall Islands 

Gender disparity has diminished since the introduction of compulsory 

primary and secondary education with the 1999 Education Act. On the 

other hand the percentage of drop out is a critical problem in secondary 

education and one of the main reasons is teenage pregnancy before the 

completion of the programme.(27) 

  

Timor Leste 

  

The attendance rate for primary education is still quite low (77.4% for 

boys 74.35% for girls).(28) Although no major gap can be seen and 

slight improvements can be registered in the attendance rates for 

primary and secondary education, the Education For All goal is still far 

from being achieved. The dropout rate of girls at age 11-12 years is 

quite high, 10-15%, and 9%(29) for the primary education, an issue 

mostly related to early pregnancy. Vast education campaigns have been 

carried out in schools and among families in rural areas to lower the 

tendency for early marriage. In poor rural areas early marriages are 

strictly connected to a higher dowry. The number of students attending 

secondary level is low for both girls and boys. There is a clear gender 

gap in terms of subject choice, with few or no girls in engineering 

classes. 

http://www.jica.go.jp/english/our_work/thematic_issues/gender/background/pdf/e10timor.pdf
http://www.jica.go.jp/english/our_work/thematic_issues/gender/background/pdf/e10timor.pdf
http://www.jica.go.jp/english/our_work/thematic_issues/gender/background/pdf/e10timor.pdf
http://www.jica.go.jp/english/our_work/thematic_issues/gender/background/pdf/e10timor.pdf
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CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Climate change and rising sea levels are a real threat for the SIDS. Tropical cyclones and 

hurricanes are becoming more intense and frequent bringing heavy rainfall leading to 

flash flooding causing important loss of lives and property. The impact of these natural 

disasters on agriculture, water resources, food security and housing are huge and 

contribute to increasing the poverty level in many countries. Poor households are those 

who suffer the most from late or absence of recovery means. Natural disasters cause 

enormous shocks and economic losses for a country. 

 

Climate change may affect agriculture; fishery and tourism on which island populations 

often depend, causing displacement of coastal populations, contamination of coastal 

aquifers by sea water and increase malaria hitting the most vulnerable members of the 

population. The worldwide increase in women’s poverty is a great concern when related 

to disaster management, since poverty exacerbates vulnerability in situations of crisis. 

Women are still mostly excluded from decision making concerning climate change and 

in the risk management sector and climate change adaptation. They frequently do not 

receive adequate emergency preparedness information and training and are not involved 

in related decision making.  
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1. Africa, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean and South China Sea (AIMS) 

 

Most of the AIMS countries lie in the cyclone/hurricane belt, and due to their geographical position, are facing threats 

such as rising sea levels. In Mauritius and Guinea Bissau a decrease in rainfall has been registered since 2005. On 

the other hand, countries like the Seychelles and the Maldives which are not in the tropical zone are 

subject to heavy swells deriving from these tropical systems. Flash flooding has become more 

frequent in these islands, often leading to outbreaks of disease. In the Seychelles rainfall has 

augmented with frequent flooding events. Intensive flooding, landslides, tsunami, drought and 

strong winds cause extensive damage to socio-economic infrastructures and the environment. 

Tropical cyclones are expected to become even more intense in the near future. Not to be neglected 

is t coastal erosion which is a major problem for all these countries; many are low-lying Island 

States formed by low lying atolls which are expect to become inhabitable or actually to disappear in 

this century, causing among other effects an important problem of migration.  
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Caribbean Islands 

 

Women are often in charge of providing food especially when they are the head of the household. In 

the Caribbean islands women are in charge of providing meals, caring for children, the elderly, 

domestic animals, and fetching water. Also, carrying water and being constantly in contact with 

unhealthy water may cause serious problems for women. It has been observed that in the Caribbean, 

more and more women tend to participate in awareness campaigns and mitigation strategies. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comoros 

  

Climate change in the Comoros increases the burden of women in charge of fetching 

firewood: as forest resources become depleted they need to travel longer distances to 

find wood, reducing the time they can dedicate to income generating activities and food 

production. In addition, a large number of women work in small enterprises which less 

easily recover from disasters due to the lack of capital and access to credit.(30) 
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3. Pacific Islands 

 

In the Pacific Region, concerning livelihoods, women are in charge of planting crops, weeding, 

harvesting, carrying crops, marketing and caring for small livestock for example in Vanuatu  and 

Papua New Guinea. Fishing is usually a men’s activity. Nevertheless in Kiribati and Samoa islands, 

women search for shellfish, sea worms or sea cucumbers in shallow water, for the family and for 

road side vending. Coastal erosion though will impact livelihoods since they fish in near shore areas. 

Furthermore in this region the risk management and meteorological services are still dominated by 

men, although some NGOs which are working on risk reduction were able to involve 80% of female 

leadership in their projects.(33) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(30)ADB, 2009 “Gender profile of the union of the Comoros”, p. 9, http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/

Documents/Project-and-Operations/Comoros%20-%20Country%20Gender%20Profile.pdf  

(31)UNDP, 2012, “Integrating Gender Disaster Management in Small Islands Developing States: a Guide”, p.17, http://

www.undppc.org.fj/_resources/article/files/Checklist_gender_DRM_and_SIDS_web.pdf 

(32)UNDP, 2012, “Integrating Gender Disaster Management in Small Islands Developing States: a Guide”, p.18, http://

www.undppc.org.fj/_resources/article/files/Checklist_gender_DRM_and_SIDS_web.pdf 

(33)UNDP, 2012, “Integrating Gender Disaster Management in Small Islands Developing States: a Guide”, p.21, http://

www.undppc.org.fj/_resources/article/files/Checklist_gender_DRM_and_SIDS_web.pdf  

Grenada 
. 

In the Caribbean after Hurricane Ivan in 2004 a study highlighted that 52% of poor 

households with large families were women headed.(31) The passage of hurricane Ivan 

destroyed 90%(32) of houses in Grenada and domestic workers, mostly women, lost 

their jobs. 

http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Comoros%20-%20Country%20Gender%20Profile.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/Comoros%20-%20Country%20Gender%20Profile.pdf
http://www.undppc.org.fj/_resources/article/files/Checklist_gender_DRM_and_SIDS_web.pdf
http://www.undppc.org.fj/_resources/article/files/Checklist_gender_DRM_and_SIDS_web.pdf
http://www.undppc.org.fj/_resources/article/files/Checklist_gender_DRM_and_SIDS_web.pdf
http://www.undppc.org.fj/_resources/article/files/Checklist_gender_DRM_and_SIDS_web.pdf
http://www.undppc.org.fj/_resources/article/files/Checklist_gender_DRM_and_SIDS_web.pdf
http://www.undppc.org.fj/_resources/article/files/Checklist_gender_DRM_and_SIDS_web.pdf
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Comparing the data of each of the three regions, we clearly observe a higher percentage of Women’s 

Political Participation (WPP) in the Lower or single House, in the Caribbean Region and in the 

AIMS with respect to the Pacific Islands States. 
 

 

1. Africa, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean and South China Sea (AIMS) 

 

 

 
. 

Comoros 

  

The legal system in the Comoros is quite complex due to the application 

of customary rules, Islamic and modern law. The measures enshrined in 

modern law are not sufficient to reduce gender disparity present in 

customary rules and Islamic law. 

Very slow progress has been made towards achieving greater presence 

of women in decision making processes. 

WOMEN’S POLITICAL PARTICIPATION 
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. 

 

 

 

 

2. Caribbean Islands 

 

According to the ECLAC(35) report on the Caribbean states, the target of gender parity in 

political decision making will not be reached by 2015 in the Caribbean Islands. The 

advancement of women in political decision making seems to find resistance; nevertheless, 

training programmes have been carried out by the Caribbean Institute of Women in Leadership. 

Guyana was the only country where female candidates were elected to more than 30% of the 

seats in the lower house. While in Belize, Saint Kitts and Nevis less than 10% of seats are held 

by women. These proportions have remained the same since the 1990s; all the other countries 

have on the contrary increased their proportion of female seats. Looking at the International 

Parliamentary Union (IPU) data (2013), only Belize, Saint Kitts and Nevis and Haiti show a 

percentage of women’s representation less than 10%. Haiti’s progress has been minimal on legal 

and constitutional reforms related to women. 

All the other countries have levels of women’s representation ranging between 10% and 50%, 

with Antigua and Barbuda being the lowest at 10.5% and Cuba being the highest with 48% of 

women in the Lower House.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Bahrain 

Women obtained the right to vote in 2002, with one woman in the lower 

house out of 40 seats in 2010.(34) Even if women are represented in the 

legal field, there are no female judges in Shari’a courts. 

The Dominican Republic 

The perception of women in politics is still affected by cultural 

barriers. The electoral law envisages quotas for women’s political 

participation, which allowed women’s presence in Parliament to rise 

significantly from 1999 to 2013.(36) 
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3. Pacific Islands 

 

In the Pacific Region women’s political participation is lower that 10%, with one of the worst 

records in the world for the proportion of women in national legislatures. Traditionally women are 

often thought to have no leadership skills. In Samoa, only matai (village leaders) can stand for 

Parliament. Traditionally both men and women can be  matai, but usually these titles are offered to 

men:  80% of matai are men.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

(34)UNICEF, 2011, Bahrain MENA Gender Equality Profile Status of Girls and Women in the Middle east and North 

Africa, p. 3 from http://www.unicef.org/gender/files/Bahrain-Gender-Eqaulity-Profile-2011.pdf 

(35)UNECLAC, 2011,Charles–Gumbs, I., and Stuart, S., “Progress report on gender equality, poverty eradication and 

the Millennium Development Goals in the Caribbean”, p.20. (http://www.cepal.org/publicaciones/xml/6/45466/

LCARL.356.pdf  

(36)World Bank, 2002, A Review of Gender issue in the Dominican Republic, Haiti and Jamaica, Caribbean Country 

Management Unit, from https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?

sequence=1 

(37)JICA, January 2011,Country Gender Profile: Timor Leste Final Report, Japan International Cooperation Agency, 

from http://www.jica.go.jp/english/our_work/thematic_issues/gender/background/pdf/e10timor.pdf  
 

Jamaica 
  

Jamaica has made considerable progress in institutional and legal 

reforms for women. In politics the number of women has increased 

recently but they still face greater challenges than men in this sector. 

 Timor Leste 

The percentage of female Congress member has increased significantly 

(38%)(37) in the last few years at central government level, thanks to an 

active campaign toward gender equality and the advancement of women 

in politics by the government. However at the regional level the 

problem remains as there are no female governors in the provinces and 

only one in the districts. 

http://www.unicef.org/gender/files/Bahrain-Gender-Eqaulity-Profile-2011.pdf
http://www.cepal.org/publicaciones/xml/6/45466/LCARL.356.pdf
http://www.cepal.org/publicaciones/xml/6/45466/LCARL.356.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/15311/multi0page.pdf?sequence=1
http://www.jica.go.jp/english/our_work/thematic_issues/gender/background/pdf/e10timor.pdf


27 

Lower or single House % W

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

AIMS

CARIBBEAN ISLANDS

PACIFIC ISLANDS

Table 1. 

Source: Data from IPU web site http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm 

Table 2. 

Source: Data from IPU web site http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm 
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WOMEN’S POLITICAL PARTICIPATION 

 

 
 

 

Rank Country 

Lower or single House Upper House or Senate 

Electio

ns 
Seats 

Wome

n 
% W 

Electio

ns 
Seats Women % W 

AIMS 

  

114 Bahrain 
10 

2010 
40 4 

10.0

% 
11 

 2010 
40 11 27.5% 

65 Cape Verde 
2 

2011 
72 15 

20.8

% 
--- --- --- --- 

137 Comoros 12 
2009 

33 1 3.0% --- --- --- --- 

94 Guinea-Bissau 11 
2008 

100 14 14.0
% 

--- --- --- --- 

127 Maldives 5 
2009 

77 5 6.5% --- --- --- --- 

74 Mauritius 5 
2010 

69 13 18.8
% 

--- --- --- --- 

78 Sao Tome and Principe 8 
2010 

55 10 18.2
% 

--- --- --- --- 

5 Seychelles 9 
2011 

32 14 43.8
% 

--- --- --- --- 

51 Singapore 5 
2011 

99 24 24.2
% 

--- --- --- --- 

Caribbean 

  

  Anguilla -     -   -     

111 Antigua and Barbuda 3 
2009 

19 2 10.5% 4 
2009 

17 5 29.4% 

  Aruba   -   -   -     

98 Bahamas 5 
2012 

38 5 13.2% 5 
2012 

16 4 25.0% 

83 Barbados 2 
2013 

30 5 16.7% 3 
2013 

21 6 28.6% 

136 Belize 3 
2012 

32 1 3.1% 3 
2012 

13 5 38.5% 

  British Virgin Islands   -   -   -     

3 Cuba 2 
2013 

612 299 48.9% --- --- --- --- 

101 Dominica 12 
2009 

32 4 12.5% --- --- --- --- 

" Dominican Republic 5 
2010 

183 38 20.8% 5 
2010 

32 3 9.4% 

" Grenada 2 
2013 

15 5 33.3% 3 
2013 

13 2 15.4% 

29 Guyana 
11 

2011 
67 21 31.3% --- --- --- --- 

133 Haiti 11 
2010 

95 4 4.2% 11 
2010 

20 0 0.0% 

" Jamaica 12 
2011 

63 8 12.7% 9 
2007 

21 5 23.8% 

  Montserrat -   -   -       

  Puerto Rico   -   -   -     
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Table 3. 

Source: Data from IPU web site http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm 

 

 

 

 

" Saint Kitts and Nevis 
1 

2010 
15 1 6.7% --- --- --- --- 

" Saint Lucia 
11 

2011 
18 3 16.7% 

1 
 2012 

11 2 18.2% 

99 
Saint Vincent and the 

Grenadines 
12 

2010 
23 3 13.0% --- --- --- --- 

106 Suriname 
5 

2010 
51 6 11.8% --- --- --- --- 

34 Trinidad and Tobago 
5 

2010 
42 12 28.6% 

6 
 2010 

31 7 22.6% 

  
United States Virgin 

Islands 
-   - -     -   

Pacific 
  

  American Samoa     -   -       

  Cook Islands -     -   - -   

142 
Micronesia (Federated 

States of) 
3 

2013 
14 0 0.0% --- --- --- --- 

  Fiji -   -       -   

  French Polynesia -     -       -- 

  Guam   -     -       

  Kiribati     -         - 

" Marshall Islands 
11 

2011 
33 1 3.0% --- --- --- --- 

132 Nauru 
6 

2013 
19 1 5.3% --- --- --- --- 

  New Caledonia   -   -       - 

  Niue   -     - - -   

  Northern Mariana Islands     -         - 

" Palau 
11 

2012 
16 0 0.0% 

11 
 2012 

13 3 23.1% 

138 Papua New Guinea 
6 

2012 
111 3 2.7% --- --- --- --- 

134 Samoa 
3 

2011 
49 2 4.1% --- --- --- --- 

139 Solomon Islands 
8 

2010 
50 1 2.0% --- --- --- --- 

16 Timor-Lest 
7 

2012 
65 25 38.5% --- --- --- --- 

135 Tonga 
11 

2010 
28 1 3.6% --- --- --- --- 

" Tuvalu 
9 

2010 
15 1 6.7% --- --- --- --- 

  Vanuatu -       -       

  Less than 10 % WPP 

http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm
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Attention needs to be focused on the most vulnerable islands in terms of poverty and natural 

disaster, Haiti, the Republic of the Comoros and most of the Pacific Islands. In the Caribbean region 

we observe a manifestation of poverty through a high number of female headed households, and 

most important an alarming increasing rate of early and unplanned pregnancy. As result of a wide 

spread traditional ideology, gender –based violence is one of the most important problems faced by 

all the three regions. 

As result of many educational programmes,  the overall education rate has increased in recent years 

and gender parity in primary and secondary education is being reached, with the exclusion of a very 

few  remote islands. However, the problem still remains of access to education for students who live 

in remote areas, or who come from low income families. The dropout rates are worrying for both 

male and female pupils, with a reversing negative tendency for boys. 

Climate change and rising sea levels are affecting the entire globe and the SIDS are extremely 

vulnerable in this respect. Gender equality is closely related to sustainable development and disaster 

risk management. Comparing available statistical data on women’s political participation, there is an 

average rate of 25%, which decreases significantly in the Pacific zone to under 10%. Despite some 

progress in the acquisition of minimum quotas for female candidates, a widespread vision of politics 

being a masculine domain, prevent women from actively participating in the socioeconomic growth 

and building of their countries.  

 

 

RECOMMMENDATIONS 

 

 1  Poverty: For the South Pacific region, the World Bank estimates that eliminating the barriers 

that prevent women from fully engaging in the labour sector would increase labour 

productivity by 25 per cent in some countries.(38) There is a need for immediate policy 

change to protect women’s labour rights as well as the right to own and mobilize assets, to 

enhance their ability to engage in the economy and productivity.  

     Adopt and apply legal instruments to harmonize the current legal framework with    

customary tradition.  

2. Education: Lowering the risk of dropout requires a broad range of policies aimed at      

reducing specific vulnerabilities, including poverty related factors and problems linked to the 

quality of education.  

3. Gender Based Violence: Conduct studies and collect statistical data and analysis at    national 

and island level regarding gender-based violence. 

4.  Climate Change: It is important to involve women in decision making concerning mitigation 

and the management of recovery processes. Since women are in charge of fetching water, for 

example, it is necessary to involve them in choosing water supply location, design and 

maintenance of facilities in order to improve the efficiency of services and   infrastructures. 

Women should not be seen as seen as victims, but as active participants in reconstruction.  

5. Women’s Political Participation: It is important to introduce quota systems to ensure the 

election of women to decision making bodies, and the appointment of women to key 

positions. It is also necessary to conduct studies and collect statistical data and analysis at 

national and island level concerning women’s political participation. 
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