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“Equality for Women is Progress for All – Views from the Small Island Developing 

States (SIDS)” 

 

The following participants took the floor: 

- Ms Irina Bokova, Director General 

- Ms Saniye Gülser Corat, Director of the Division for Gender Equality 

- Ms Joyleen Baklai Temengil, Minister of Community and Cultural Affairs of the 

Republic of Palau  

- H.E. Mrs Laura Faxas, Ambassador of the Dominican Republic to UNESCO 

- H.E. Mr Bernard Shamlaye, Ambassador of Seychelles to UNESCO 

 

The Director of the Division of Gender Equality of UNESCO, Ms Saniye Gülser Corat, 

opened the conference with a short presentation of the history of International Women’s 

Day and the theme of this year’s celebration. She welcomed the Minister of Community 

and Cultural Affairs of the Republic of Palau, the Ambassador of the Dominican 

Republic to UNESCO and the Ambassador of Seychelles to UNESCO. She introduced 

the Division for Gender Equality and presented several publications including the new 

Gender Equality Action Plan 2014-2021, and a Desk Review of Gender Equality in Small 

Island Developing States. 

 

In her presentation the Director General of UNESCO, Ms Irina Bokova, reminded the 

participants of the link between International Women’s Day and the global objective of 

peace. She affirmed that Gender Equality is a priority for UNESCO. Gender Equality, she 

said is a human right, a multiplier for development and an instrument for justice. In 

affirming that there is a need to accelerate progresses towards the achievement of the 

MDGs in 2015, she stressed that attention must be paid to the empowerment of women. 

The lessons learned from today’s conference should, she said, be taken forward to the 

international conference on SIDS which will take place in Samoa in September 2014. 

 

Speech of the Minister of Community and Cultural Affairs of the Republic of Palau: 

Before the statement of the Minister of Community and Cultural Affairs of the Republic 

of Palau, she showed a video concerning the culture of the Pacific Islands Developing 

States. The Minister started by saying that gender inequality imposes high political, social 

and economic costs. Stereotypes affect women’s participation in general. Ms Temengil 

stressed climate change:  the rising sea level is evident in Palau, two typhoons have hit 

Palau in one year time, affecting livelihoods, and water supplies etc.. A gender equality 

policy linked to climate change need to be addressed. The post 2015 agenda must include 

women’s rights and greater participation of women in parliaments.  

 

Speech of the Ambassador of the Dominican Republic to UNESCO:  

The Ambassador argued that we need to rethink the issue of women’s empowerment, and 

it must be done today, there is a historic opportunity. What strategies are needed to 



improve the conditions of women? We need to challenge the dominant views. It is 

undeniable that women play a key and central role. There has been progress but not 

enough. The problem is that discourse does not correspond to the realities on the ground. 

The region is marked by climate change, and it is women who are the main victims.  

In the Caribbean Island women are in a situation of inferiority concerning quotas for 

women’s political participation and salaries; in the Caribbean women are victim of 

poverty and there is a very high rate of violence against women, women raped and 

femicide in the Dominican Republic. When it comes to domestic violence, it is very 

difficult to put in place adequate policies, which reach their goals and truly fight against 

violence. Legislation is an essential tool, but you have to act. Law and the application of 

legislation is the most important challenge: there are in fact laws against violence but 

they are not always applied.  

 

Speech of the Ambassador of the Seychelles 

The Ambassador reminded the audience that the Seychelles were ranked by the Human 

Development Index in 2012 in 46
th

 place, the highest place among African countries. The 

life expectancy rate is very high for women and maternal death rates are low. 

Although universal secondary education is even for boys and girls, the literacy rate is still 

insufficient for both. Only 3 out of 12 government ministers are women. The Seychelles 

has made progress but more is needed. Concerning domestic violence, the main problem 

is attitudes: the attitude of women victims, the attitude of perpetrators, and the attitude of 

the police who see crime as a domestic and private affair. Unemployment is very low in 

Seychelles, but women are those who receive the most subsidies from government, 

especially women headed households. There is a need to increase entrepreneurship 

opportunities for women. 

Climate change: there is a need for effective education, skills, knowledge and behaviour 

change for sustainable development. In this sense women can be the drivers of better 

lives. 

It is also necessary to educate boys to be gender sensitive. Boy’s performance in school is 

very poor; The Seychelles celebrate International men’s Day for gender parity with 

respect to boys. 


