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Madame President of the Republic of Costa Rica, 

Mister President of Tunisia, 

Mister Prime Minister of the Republic of Lithuania, 

Mister President of the General Conference, 

Madame Director-General, 

Honourable Ministers, Excellencies, 

Dear Colleagues, 

As the United Nations family prepares to evaluate the progress achieved in the past 
15 years towards the Millennium Development Goals, as well as to define the post-
2015 international development targets, it is imperative that UNESCO maintains its 
active engagement in this process. In this sense, the theme of the Leaders’ Forum 
this year is of particular pertinence not only as a means of inspiring the direction of 
the Organization, but also to precipitate ideas and formulate messages that we, as 
Member States, must bring to the UN General Assembly on the critical role of 
UNESCO as a key player in building a sustainable, peaceful and equitable future. 

In order to do this, we must remember that the central concept to emphasize is 
“sustainable development” and not simply “development”. For development to be 
sustainable, it must first, and foremost, be people-centered. Any development 
intervention should have at its core the sustainable and long-term improvement of the 
well-being of its intended beneficiaries. In this sense, the advantage that UNESCO 
brings to the table in terms of its multi-disciplinarity is obvious. In fact, this multi-
disciplinary characteristic provides the best starting point for designing holistic 
approaches to sustainable development. 

Our actions in education are uniquely positioned to not only address the pedagogical 
aspect of education, they are also situated in a House that specializes in the 
sciences, culture and communication and information – all the building blocks 
necessary for achieving quality education and education for sustainable 
development. In this, we must continue to assert UNESCO’s role as the lead UN 
agency for education in the post-2015 development agenda. 

Our actions in natural sciences, in water cooperation, in oceans management, and in 
ICT bring together critical technical expertise that could be leveraged to harness 
science, technology and innovation for sustainable development. In this, the 
Organization’s advocacy for building green societies and green economies, as well 
as its initiative on the blue economy, should feature prominently in the international 
community’s consideration of the post-2015 targets. 

Our actions in the social sciences, human rights, ethics and freedom of expression 
are essential intellectual elements for ensuring peaceful, just, equitable, and 
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ultimately sustainable social transformations. UNESCO’s actions in these fields form 
the core of our ethical mandate within the UN system – fulfilling our role as the moral 
conscience of the international community. In this, UNESCO should become an 
indispensable partner for all post-2015 targets, providing much needed input to 
ensure informed decisions and actions by all implementing UN agencies. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In terms of our actions in culture, its role as an accelerator for positive change was 
largely forgotten or minimized within the existing set of MDGs. The tendency to frame 
development solely in economic terms, and now sustainable development as a 
combination between economic and environmental sustainability, is in my opinion, 
the biggest limiting factor. In the current construct, human development is not viewed 
holistically, and therefore, as an expedient measure, anything that does not 
immediately fit into this framework is relegated to a minor role. In working to bring 
culture into the sustainable development debate, we have often had to argue it from 
the perspective of how it would benefit the economic objective to other international 
stakeholders, when in actual fact culture should have been the core factor around 
which economic and environmental sustainability are built. Culture and cultural 
heritage provide glimpses into the identity and value constructs of a community, and 
it is there that behavioural change that would lead to sustainable models of 
development could be realized. Without cultural adaptation, we will not achieve 
education for all nor poverty eradication. Culture is the key upon which we can drive 
holistic human development that is people-centered, including spiritual development 
of individuals. The tendency to dismiss this central role of culture as "soft" in an 
economic model, or at best grudgingly accepting it as a peripheral necessity, is the 
main hindrance to integrating it into sustainable development. 

The Director-General and her team have worked very hard these past two years to 
underscore the inextricable links between culture and development. In fact, the 
International Congress on “Culture: Key to Sustainable Development” held earlier this 
year in Hangzhou, China was the first ever occasion for such an in-depth discussion 
on this issue. Through these efforts, the international development community has 
finally recognized the limitations of imposing a single development model on different 
world cultures, and has started to make progress in applying culture towards the 
achievement of the MDGs. This aspect of UNESCO’s contribution to the MDGs is 
critical, and should be maintained beyond 2015. 

Distinguished Colleagues, 

It is clear that in defining the post-2015 development agenda, UNESCO needs to 
reassert its role within the UN family as a peace builder through education, natural 
sciences, social and human sciences, culture and communication. UNESCO needs 
to help steer the international discourse towards the tenets of sustainable and holistic 
development in the next phase of global development. If this does not happen, it is a 
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certainty that the effects of unsustainable development will increasingly fuel 
international tensions and conflicts. 

It is also clear that in order to maximize its impact for sustainable development in the 
post-2015 era, UNESCO needs to become more inter-disciplinary in its approach – or 
in the jargon of the House, it needs to become more inter-sectoral in its actions. In 
other words, it needs to better combine its multi-disciplinary expertise to achieve 
more effective interventions. An integrated multi-disciplinary strategy is especially 
important for developing countries, but most especially for small island developing 
states and least developed countries, in order to achieve economies of scale by 
channeling the limited resources available towards policies and actions that will 
guarantee positive outcomes. 

On the other hand, as Member States, we must also be cognizant of the relatively 
limited resources we have attributed to UNESCO when compared to the scope of its 
mandate and our expectations of its delivery. A quick analysis of our regular budget 
versus the total population of the world shows that we are currently investing 
approximately 4.5 US cents per person per year in pursuit of progress in education, 
the sciences, culture, and communication and information for over 200 member 
countries of UNESCO. This is a paltry sum, but nevertheless, if we look at what the 
Organization has achieved, there has been an incredibly effective return on 
investment – all accomplished within a universal and multilateral framework. 
However, in this scenario, it should not be a surprise that the Organization has 
always struggled to maintain a strong presence in the field, and this has also severely 
handicapped our contribution and influence on the UN development framework within 
individual countries. 

As we move to position UNESCO’s mandate within the post-2015 development 
agenda, it is evident that the Organization will have to foster stronger partnerships 
with Member States and civil society to achieve a multiplier effect on its limited 
resources. More importantly, Member States should seriously consider transforming 
their National Commissions for UNESCO into an effective arm for the delivery of the 
Organization’s programmes, activities and policies on the ground, in response to the 
post-2015 development agenda – with the goal of creating a true UNESCO presence 
in each country. This would also enable the Secretariat to consolidate its field 
presence to become centers of expertise focusing on building the capacity of 
National Commissions in its fields of competence. Such a move would profoundly 
extend the reach, scope and effectiveness of the Organization, and bring much 
needed clout within the UN system to advocate for education, the sciences, culture, 
and communication and information in the implementation of the post-2015 
development goals. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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I hope that I have been able to bring some constructive ideas to the discussions 
today, and I very much look forward to hearing your views and messages for 
UNESCO in the post-2015 framework. 

Thank you for your attention. 


