


access to information

and freedom



Director-General's Statement

If the knowledge societies

are ever to take proper root

and gain global acceptance,

we must look beyond the

technical and gadget appeal

of ICTs and home in on the

human dimensions of the

digital divide: cultural and

Ünguisüc diversity of contents, empowerment of civil society, privacy and

ethical issues and access, especially by safeguarding the pubhc domain.

KoicHiRO Matsuura,

Director-Genei{al



Freedom of expression
Freedom of expression
is the cornerstone
of human rights

This freedom and its corollary, freedom of

the Press, must be respected and protected.

UNESCO believes that exercise of these

rights is essential for the free flow of ideas

and information, the strengthening of

democracy and the promotion of peace. They

are a key to sustainable human development.



Public awarenivSS of
frkiídom of exim^ession

and freedom of the
i^rl^ss as a b/\sic human
ri(;ht

World I'ress Frcedt)ni Day

ctlditalfd Ma\ ^. with the awartling of
ihf World I'lvss Fifcdom Vá/.v
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Adoption of fr|':edom
of expression an'd
freedom OF INFORMAnON

LECISUTION

Í Promotiníí iioniiative :uui k't;is[aliu'
action lo cslaiilish a media envinmment

rcsptrtful of freedom of expression

Media k'i>islalic)n devdopcil lliroiit;li
consultancies in different couniries

Impro\t:d
accountability,
kthics and "^
Pi^OFESSIONAL

STANDARDS OF

MEDIA PROFESSIONALS

# (loopeialion with professitnuil

press and journalism

or<;ani /allons to promote ethical

and professional media standards

# Iniproviníí training oí media

professionals siressiiifi tlie

iiii])(>rtana' oí ethics and

professional standards in

¡(tiirnalisin 	
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The Role OF MEDIA

FOR DEMOCRATIC

GOVERNANCE ,

ENHANCED

. Support for ptililic
seniee broadca.Miiit'.

parlieularl) in llie developing

"orld
» 0])eralional field

projects aimed at prontoling

good goveriiana' and

demoeraç tiirougli the media
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Access to information and knowledge is still beyond

the reach of most of humanity as a result of

poverty, illiteracy and isolation. UNESCO is using its

partnerships with professionals and institutions in

order to provide access to information and

communication technologies to those who are most at

risk of being excluded from the knowledge society,

such as women and youth, rural and marginalized

urban populations, the illiterate and the poor.

Access to information fosters transparency in

government, builds bonds of credibility between

people and their institutions and also cultivates

citizen participation in the democratic process.
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Combining new and traditional technology
^^ to make information accessible to all

Promoting community
Access ana Participation

Community access to infoniiation increa.sed,

especially in Africa

Slrenglhening of local infnustructures

CMCs established lus gateways to information

Infoniiation processing tools made available

Information literacy enhanced

Information for special needs groups provided

Providing Access to
Information for Women
and Youth

Women empowered through information

resources, particularly in developing countries

Info Votiih Programme activities carried-out

ICT's in Education
riiilunced learning opportunities through

Sirenglheiied capacities for rese

ImplenieniatioiL uf ElA Ooals
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World Summit on
the Information
Society (WSIS)

l-or the two pluLses of WoHd

Summits on the Infoniiation Society

(WSIS). in (¡eneva (Switzerland).

I>ecember 200,S and Tunis (Tunisia),

November 2(K)S. I NI'SCO has

elaborated the position that the

KiKwledge Society must be based on

freedom of expression, access to

information, cultural and linguistic

diversity, and educational opportunity
for all with the use of ICTs, INIiSCO

will continue to play a leading role
in following-up on these major

^conferences.
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UNESCO's mandate to promote the free exchange

of knowledge and intercultural understanding

among peoples worldwide has never been more

relevant than in this era of globalization. The

Organization fosters cultural and linguistic diversity

and genuine pluralism through the production of local

content, while also working to strengthen the public

domain of information and facilitate access for all to the

new Information and Communication Technologies.
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Combating cultural uniformity 	
m through content production

Cultural Expression
ANDDlVERSm

DIGITAL World
Heritage Portals
AND Libraries

Presera ation of digital and

analogue material

~' Memon of the World Programme

I Support for digital libraiies and

archives

uww.Linesco.oi^v'webworid



Capacity building requires constant reinforcement

of media, governmental and non-governmental

organizations, libraries, archives, and other institutions

involved with communication and information. Training

and lifelong learning are as essential for media and

information professionals as for the general public.

UNESCO's activities for capacity building particularly in

the developing countries focus on enhancing their

participation in the global free flow of information.

Special emphasis is also placed on training for women

and youth, to empower them to make their voices heard.
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of medía and information professionals

Strengthening
Professionai. Capacities

# Quality and impact of teiiching and

learning processes enhanced throu^
la use

Media-based and ICT-enhanced

solutions for literacy and teacher

training developed

Promoting Women's
Rkîhts with the Media

Sensiit/ation of media professionals

about women's rights

# Training Pn)jeeis for young women

in digital production, the Internet and

comnuinit\ radio
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PROGR^MMES FOR YOUTH

# Establishment of Youth for
De\elopment Nen\()rks

I Trainhig for youth in digit;il media

technologies and die Internet

www.uiiisco.orgrtworid

http://www.uiiisco.orgrtworid


The development of diversified and independent

media, with well-trained media professionals,

particularly in developing countries, encourages

transparency, good. governance and human rights.

UNESCO strives to enhance the impact of

communication and information for capacity

building through the setting up of media facilities

and the exchange of ideas between peoples. This

underpins the emerging knowledge society and is

a driving force for sustainable human development.
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Fostering
media

development



msúíi of pluralistic anc

Training for
media specialists

Training of women ¡oiimalisis

Training of media profes.sionals in

developing countries

Support for free,
pluraijstic and
independent press

# Support lor press agencies, public

senices broadcasting and community

media in developing countries

i Sustainability and generational

effectiveness of media instiuilions

enhanced

''' Metlia development. parliculaHy in

developing countries, through the IPIK^

Program me
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INDEPENDENT MEDIA IN

CONFLICT AND POST-

CONFLICr SITUATIONS,

AS WELL AS POST-DISASTER

SITUATIONS

I Projects for llie development and

reinforcement of independent media in Iraq.

Afghanistan and Palestine

Openitional field pnijects aimed at

promoting pluralistic and independent media

MOBILIZINÍÍ THE MEDIA

FOR DEMOCRACY AND PF7VCE

i Promoting nonuative and legislative

action to establish a media emironmeiil
respectful of freedom ofexpressic

# Promoting tolerance lunong mciiia
professionals operating in conflict and

\st-confUct situations



Two intergovernmental programmes - the

International Programme for the Development

of Communication (IPDC) and the Information for

All Programme (IFAP) - support UNESCO's activities in

these areas. IPDC assists the development of

communication infrastructure and professional training

in order to reduce the gap between countries in the

communication field. IFAP provides a platform for

international policy discussions and guidelines for action on

die preservation of information and universal access to iL
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ipecr¿L commLLnlc'íitlori '¿m
inibmiaüüii projecb to empower peopk

I

Cre-Jiin$> digital
opportunities for wttlfi is
a priority for UNESCO and
a focus on tiifir ncttls Is

mainstreamed into pn)iects
Thcv- aix' tarReied for
(raining, ICT skills
dt's flopnient and active
involvement in infoimation
and conuuunication
programmes

UNESCO's Women
Speaking to Women
projea encourages
groups to particípale in
women's cuniiiiunlty
radio stations in
Botstt'ana, (Jimbodia.
Cameroon, Cape Verde.
India. Malawi, Suriname.
Trinidad and Toba;;!).

Creative audio-visual
productions are supponed
in developing countries
to promote tíie expression
of cultural diversiiv'. These
pnnluctions are then
promoted at an International
Ic'M'I T\' producers from
disadvantaged area.s

reieíM' advanced training
in their own regions.

L'MX:()s Ni'Workof.teiociaied
Libraries (I VVL) encourages
public libraries to undertake
activities related to I'NESCfl's
main ¡^oals, such as the promotion
of human rights and peace,
cultural dialogue, protection of
the emironmeni. the fight against
illiteracv, and to establish contaas
between librariesoflhe Norths
and the Sou

h A joint projecl of the
(iovemment of t^^pt and
INhSCO. tile strikini^y
iitodem Hibli()ihi\.'a
.Alexandrina is u unique
educational and cultural
centre for the transfer of
knowledge and skills,
t'ltimately it can house over
eight million volumes.

The preservation and
accessibility of the world's
documentan heritage,
including the electrtmic
heritage, is the aim of
l\LS(X)s Memorv- of the
World Programme.

T\ko Interrelated software
packages for databa.se

management (CDS/SIS) and
data niiniiig/stalistica)
analwis (IDAMSl are
developed, maintained and
disseminated free of charge
b) UNESCO.

Inaugurated in November 2005, \

ihe 1\inislan InfoYouth Cenuv aas
as a hub for commiinitv technology
centres atn)ss North Africa.
invoMng t SLSCO, Microsoft Cxirp,

and llie 1\inisiaii Ministn of Youth,
the projecl allo\^^ uiiderserved and
disadvantaged young people
to acquire necessan' information
skills to enter the workforce.



Communication and Information

Unitid H*ttoris EducaHional.
ÎCiirvtHic iriö Cultorïl Orgsniialion
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ebWorld: As communication, mformation

and knowledge are a driving force for human

development, UNESCO employs this useftd tool to

help mform people throughout the world about

UNESCO's projects and programmes. The website of

the Communication and Information Sector,

Webworld, provides access to news and technical

studies in the pubhc domam. It also hosts websites

of hbraries and archives in developing countries.
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UNESCO's communication and information

programmes benefit from collaboration

with, and contributions from, a wide range of

partners. These include other United Nations

agencies, bilateral development partners,

international, regional, non governmental and

intergovern-mental organizations, professional

associations and the private sector. UNESCO is

an active partner in international initiatives such

as the United Nations ICT Task Force, the

World Summit on the Information Society, the

Digital Opportunity Trust (DOT) Force Process

and the Global Knowledge Partnership (GKP).
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Looking to the future

\er the p;Lst decade, information and

ciinununícation lechnolDgies (ICIs)

lia\e triggered a quiet re\ottttion. The\

play an increiLsingly importaiii role in

economic urtmth, sochd lr;msf(>nualk)n.

cultural

em|io\\eniK'iit.

and political

ICTs ha\'e emerged xs a primary \i .<

tool fur shaping indtisivf kno\vli*dgt' stu-iettes and IM-N:()'s

commtinicalion and infoniialion programmes aim to

help achine the Millenium Development (¡oals (VUXls).

Aboli Waheed KhAiN

Assisíímí Dimior-tíenmil

for Commimiüilioit ami hiformalm






