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Ref.: 

 

CL/4100 

Subject: United Nations Security Council Resolution 2199 

 

Sir/Madam, 

I wish to call your attention to the recent United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 2199, issued on 12 February 2015, which condemns unanimously 
the destruction of cultural heritage in Iraq and Syria, and adopts legally-binding 
measures to combat the illicit trafficking of antiquities and cultural objects from 
these countries. A copy of the Resolution is attached for easy reference. 

The adoption of Resolution 2199 is a milestone in order to increase the protection 
of cultural heritage in Iraq and Syria, extending to Syria the prohibition of 
trade of cultural objects already in place for Iraq since 2003 (Resolution 1483). 
It condemns the destruction of cultural heritage in the two countries, 
whether such destruction is accidental or deliberate, including targeted 
destruction of religious sites and objects. 

The Resolution notes, with concern, that “the looting and trafficking of cultural 
objects is one of the sources of financing for the Islamic State in Iraq and in the 
Levant (ISIL), al-Nusra Front (ANF) and other individuals, groups and entities 
associated with al-Qaida”. It indicates that “such funding is being used to support 
recruitment efforts and to strengthen operational capability to organize and carry 
out terrorist attacks”. 

Moreover, the Security Council reaffirms its decision, in paragraph 7 of 
Resolution 1483 (2003), and decides that all Member States shall take 
appropriate steps to prevent the trade in Iraqi and Syrian cultural property and 
other items of archaeological, historical, cultural, rare scientific and religious 
importance illegally removed from Iraq since 6 August 1990 and from Syria 
since 15 March 2011, including by prohibiting crossborder trade in such 
items, thereby allowing for their eventual safe return to the Iraqi and Syrian 
people. It goes on to call upon the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization, Interpol, and other international organizations, as 
appropriate, to assist in the implementation of this paragraph. 

In your capacity as a key partner in the fight against the looting of Syrian and 
Iraqi cultural property, your cooperation and vigilance is required more than ever, 
therefore. By verifying systematically the provenance and title of cultural 
objects entering your art market or your collections, especially those of an 
archaeological nature, and by reporting stolen objects, you can help to 
prevent the alarming destruction of Syrian and Iraqi cultural heritage. 
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I wish to draw your specific attention to paragraph 29 of the Resolution, which 
“calls upon Member States to report to the Subsidiary Council Committee, within 
120 days, on the steps they have taken to comply with the measures imposed by 
this Resolution, i.e. before 12 June 2015”. I should be most grateful if you would 
inform me about the measures implemented in your country, therefore. 

Please also find enclosed in this letter, a copy of the United Nations Security 
Council press statement and two statements which I issued on the destruction of 
the Mosul Museum. 

Finally, allow me to remind you of a number of tools that exist to help in the fight 
against the illicit trafficking of cultural property, which you may wish to draw upon 
in your work: 

(i)  the first tool is INTERPOL’s Stolen Works of Art Database,1 a 
highly efficient system for circulating information in the form of a 
database that is accessible not only to law-enforcement agencies, but 
also to individuals who have been provided with specific access 
rights;  

(ii)  the second tool is the UNESCO Database of National Cultural 
Heritage Laws,2 and,  

(iii)  the third tool is the Emergency Red Lists of Cultural Objects at 
Risk,3 which was created by the International Council on Museums 
(ICOM) with the aim of helping art and heritage professionals and law 
enforcement officials to identify Syrian and Iraqi objects that are 
protected by national and international legislations. Several national 
databases of stolen objects also are most relevant in this regard 

UNESCO is taking every opportunity to raise awareness on this matter, and to 
encourage the competent authorities and key actors in the art market to act in 
accordance with the international conventions and resolutions adopted by 
UNESCO and the United Nations.  

  

                                                
1  http://www.interpol.int/Crime-areas/Works-of-art/Database 
2  http://www.unesco.org/culture/natlaws/ 
3 http://icom.museum/resources/red-lists-database/red-list/syria/; 

http://icom.museum/resources/red-lists-database/red-list/iraq/ 

http://www.unesco.org/culture/natlaws/
http://icom.museum/resources/red-lists-database/red-list/syria/
http://icom.museum/resources/red-lists-database/red-list/iraq/
http://www.interpol.int/Crime-areas/Works-of-art/Database
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Please rest assured that we are following closely the evolution of the situation in 
Syria and Iraq, as well as on the international art market. In this context,  
I appreciate greatly the concern and actions taken by your country for the 
implementation of Resolution 2199, which endeavours to safeguard cultural 
heritage and to fight against illicit trafficking. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

  Irina Bokova 
Director-General 

 
 
cc: Permanent Delegations to UNESCO 
 National Commissions for UNESCO 

 

Enc.:  S/RES/2199 (2015) 
 S/RES/1483 (2003) 
 Press statement of Security Council 
 Recent Statements 





 United Nations  S/RES/2199 (2015) 

  

Security Council  
Distr.: General 

12 February 2015 

 

 

15-01924 (E)     

*1501924*  
 

  Resolution 2199 (2015) 
 

 

  Adopted by the Security Council at its 7379th meeting, on  

12 February 2015 
 

 

 The Security Council, 

 Reaffirming its primary responsibility for the maintenance of international 

peace and security, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, 

 Reaffirming that terrorism in all forms and manifestations constitutes one of 

the most serious threats to international peace and security and that any acts of 

terrorism are criminal and unjustifiable regardless of their motiva tions, whenever 

and by whomsoever committed,  

 Reaffirming the need to combat by all means, in accordance with the Charter 

of the United Nations and international law, including applicable international 

human rights, refugee, and humanitarian law, threats to international peace and 

security caused by terrorist acts, stressing in this regard the important role the 

United Nations plays in leading and coordinating this effort,  

 Emphasizing that sanctions are an important tool under the Charter of the 

United Nations in the maintenance and restoration of international peace and 

security including countering terrorism, and underlining the importance of prompt 

and effective implementation of relevant resolutions, in particular Security Council 

resolutions 1267 (1999) and 1989 (2011) as key instruments in the fight against 

terrorism, 

 Recalling its Resolutions 1267 (1999), 1989 (2011), 2161 (2014), 2170 (2014), 

and 2178 (2014) and its Presidential Statements of 28 July 2014 and 19 November 

2014, including its stated intention to consider additional measures to disrupt oil 

trade by Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL, also known as Daesh), 

Al-Nusrah Front (ANF) and all other individuals, groups, undertakings and entities 

associated with Al-Qaida, as a source of terrorism financing,  

 Recognizing the importance of the role that financial sanctions play in 

disrupting ISIL, ANF and all other individuals, groups, undertakings and entities 

associated with Al-Qaida, and emphasizing also the need for a comprehensive 

approach to fully disrupt ISIL and ANF that integrates multilateral strategies with 

national action by Member States, 
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 Reaffirming the independence, sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of the 

Republic of Iraq and the Syrian Arab Republic, and reaffi rming further the purposes 

and principles of the Charter of the United Nations,  

 Reaffirming also that terrorism cannot and should not be associated with any 

religion, nationality, or civilization,  

 Stressing that terrorism can only be defeated by a sustained and 

comprehensive approach involving the active participation and collaboration of all 

States, and international and regional organizations to impede, impair, isolate and 

incapacitate the terrorist threat,  

 Expressing, in this regard, its deep appreciation for Arab League Resolution 

7804 (7 September 2014), the Paris Statement (15 September 2014), the FATF 

statement on countering the financing of ISIL (24 October 2014) and the Manama 

declaration on countering terrorist finance (9 November 2014),  

 Reaffirming its resolution 1373 (2001) and in particular its decisions that all 

States shall prevent and suppress the financing of terrorist acts and refrain from 

providing any form of support, active or passive, to entities or persons involved in 

terrorist acts, including by suppressing recruitment of members of terrorist groups 

and eliminating the supply of weapons to terrorists,  

 Recognizing the significant need to build capacities of Member States to 

counter terrorism and terrorist finance, 

 Reiterating its deep concern that oilfields and their related infrastructure, as 

well as other infrastructure such as dams and power plants, controlled by ISIL, ANF 

and potentially other individuals, groups, undertakings and entities associated with 

Al-Qaida, are generating a significant portion of the groups’ income, alongside 

extortion, private foreign donations, kidnap ransoms and stolen money from the 

territory they control, which support their recruitment efforts and strengthen their 

operational capability to organize and carry out terrorist attacks,  

 Condemning in the strongest terms abductions of women and children, 

expressing outrage at their exploitation and abuse, including rape, sexual abuse, 

forced marriage, committed by ISIL, ANF, and other individuals, groups, 

undertakings and entities associated with Al-Qaida, and encouraging all state and 

non-state actors with evidence to bring it to the attention of the Council, along with 

any information that human trafficking may support the perpetrators financially,  

 Reaffirming the obligation of Member States to freeze without delay funds and 

other financial assets or economic resources of persons who commit, or attempt to 

commit, terrorist acts or participate in or facilitate the commission of terrorist acts; 

of entities owned or controlled directly or indirectly by such persons; and of persons 

and entities acting on behalf of, or at the direction of such persons and entities, 

including funds derived or generated from property owned or controlled directly or 

indirectly by such persons and associated persons and entities,  

 Expressing its concern that economic resources such as oil, oil products, 

modular refineries and related material, other natural resources including precious 

metals such as gold, silver, and copper, diamonds, and any other assets are made 

available to ISIL, ANF, and other individuals, groups, undertakings and entities 

associated with Al-Qaida, and noting that direct or indirect trade with ISIL and ANF 

in such materials could constitute a violation of the obligations imposed by 

resolution 2161 (2014),  
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 Reminding all States of their obligation to ensure that any person who 

participates in the financing, planning, preparation or perpetration of terrorist acts or 

in supporting terrorist acts is brought to justice,  

 Reaffirming its decision 2133 (2014) and noting again that ransom payments 

to terrorist groups are one of the sources of income which supports their recruitment 

efforts, strengthens their operational capability to organize and carry out terro rist 

attacks, and incentivizes future incidents of kidnapping for ransom,  

 Expressing concern at the increased use, in a globalized society, by terrorists 

and their supporters, of new information and communications technologies, in 

particular the Internet, to facilitate terrorist acts, as well as their use to incite, 

recruit, fund or plan terrorist acts,  

 Expressing grave concern at the increased incidents of kidnapping and 

hostage-murdering committed by ISIL, and condemning those heinous and cowardly 

murders which demonstrate that terrorism is a scourge impacting all of humanity 

and people from all regions and religions or belief,  

 Welcoming the report on ANF and ISIL from the Analytical Support and 

Sanctions Monitoring Team, published on 14 November 2014, and taking note of its 

recommendations,  

 Noting with concern the continued threat posed to international peace and 

security by ISIL, ANF and all other individuals, groups, undertakings and entities 

associated with Al-Qaida, and reaffirming its resolve to address all aspects of that 

threat,  

 Acting under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations,  

 

  Oil Trade 
 

 1. Condemns any engagement in direct or indirect trade, in particular of oil 

and oil products, and modular refineries and related material , with ISIL, ANF and 

any other individuals, groups, undertakings and entities designated as associated 

with Al-Qaida by the Committee pursuant to resolutions 1267 (1999) and 1989 

(2011), and reiterates that such engagement would constitute support for such 

individuals, groups, undertakings and entities and may lead to further listings by the 

Committee;  

 2. Reaffirms that States are required by resolution 2161 (2014) to ensure 

that their nationals and those in their territory not make assets or economic 

resources, directly or indirectly, available to ISIL, ANF and all other individuals, 

groups, undertakings and entities associated with Al-Qaida, and notes that this 

obligation applies to the direct and indirect trade in oil and refined oil products, 

modular refineries and related material;  

 3. Reaffirms that States are required by resolution 2161 (2014) to freeze 

without delay the funds and other financial assets or economic resources of ISIL, 

ANF, and other individuals, groups, undertakings and entities associated with 

Al-Qaida, including funds derived from property owned or controlled directly or 

indirectly, by them or by persons acting on their behalf or at their direction;  

 4. Reaffirms that States are required by resolution 2161 (2014) to ensure 

that no funds, other financial assets or economic resources are made available, 
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directly or indirectly, by their nationals or by persons within their territory for the 

benefit of ISIL, ANF, and other individuals, groups, undertakings and entities 

associated with Al-Qaida;  

 5. Recalls that funds and other financial assets or economic resources made 

available to or for the benefit of listed individuals or entities are not always held 

directly by them, and recalls in addition that in identifying such funds and benefi ts, 

States should be alert to the possibility that property owned or controlled indirectly 

by the listed party may not be immediately visible;  

 6. Confirms that economic resources include oil, oil products, modular 

refineries and related material, other natural resources, and any other assets which 

are not funds but which potentially may be used to obtain funds, goods or services;  

 7. Emphasizes therefore that States are required by UN Security Council 

resolution 2161 (2014) to freeze without delay funds,  other financial assets and 

economic resources of ISIL, ANF, and other individuals, groups, undertakings and 

entities associated with Al-Qaida, including oil, oil products, modular refineries and 

related material and other natural resources owned or contro lled by them, or persons 

acting on their behalf or at their direction, as well as any funds or negotiable benefit 

arising from such economic resources;  

 8. Recognizes the need to take measures to prevent and suppress the 

financing of terrorism, individual terrorists, and terrorist organizations, including 

from the proceeds of organized crime, inter alia, the illicit production and 

trafficking of drugs and their chemical precursors, and the importance of continued 

international cooperation to that aim;  

 9. Emphasizes that States are required to ensure that their nationals and 

persons in their territory not make available, directly or indirectly, any funds, other 

financial assets or economic resources, including oil, oil products, modular 

refineries and related material and other natural resources that are identified as 

directed to, collected for, or otherwise for the benefit of ISIL, ANF, and other 

individuals, groups, undertakings and entities associated with Al-Qaida, as well as 

any funds or negotiable benefit arising from such economic resources;  

 10. Expresses concern that vehicles, including aircraft, cars and trucks and 

oil tankers, departing from or going to areas of Syria and Iraq where ISIL, ANF or 

any other groups, undertakings and entities associated with Al-Qaida operate, could 

be used to transfer oil and oil products, modular refineries and related material, 

cash, and other valuable items including natural resources such as precious metals 

and minerals like gold, silver, copper and diamonds, as well as grain, livestock, 

machinery, electronics, and cigarettes by or on behalf of such entities for sale on 

international markets, for barter for arms, or for use in other ways that would result 

in violations of the asset freeze or arms embargo in paragraph 1 of resolution 2161 

(2014) and encourages Member States to take appropriate steps in accordance with 

international law to prevent and disrupt activity that would result in violations of the 

asset freeze or targeted arms embargo in paragraph 1 of resolution 2161 (2014);  

 11. Reaffirms that all States shall ensure that any person who participates in 

the financing, planning, preparation or perpetration of terrorist acts or in supporting 

terrorist acts is brought to justice and ensure that such terrorist a cts are established 

as serious criminal offenses in domestic laws and regulations and that the 

punishment duly reflects the seriousness of such terrorist acts, and emphasizes that 
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such support may be provided through trade in oil and refined oil products, modular 

refineries and related material with ISIL, ANF and all other individuals, groups, 

undertakings and entities associated with Al-Qaida; 

 12. Decides that Member States shall inform the 1267/1989 Committee 

within 30 days of the interdiction in their territory of any oil, oil products, modular 

refineries, and related material being transferred to or from ISIL or ANF, and calls 

upon Member States to report to the Committee the outcome of proceedings brought 

against individuals and entities as a result of such activity;  

 13. Encourages the submission of listing requests to the Committee by 

Member States of individuals and entities engaged in oil trade-related activities with 

ISIL, ANF and all other individuals, groups, undertakings and entities associated  

with Al-Qaida and directs the 1267/1989 Al-Qaida Sanctions Committee to 

immediately consider designations of individuals and entities engaged in oil trade -

related activities with ISIL, the ANF and all other individuals, groups, undertakings 

and entities associated with Al-Qaida; 

 14. Calls upon Member States to improve international, regional, and 

subregional cooperation, including through increased sharing of information for the 

purpose of identifying smuggling routes used by ISIL and ANF, and for Member 

States to consider provision of technical assistance and capacity building to assist 

other Member States to counter smuggling of oil and oil products, and modular 

refineries and related material, by ISIL, ANF and any other individual, group, 

undertaking or entity associated with Al-Qaida;  

 

  Cultural Heritage 
 

 15. Condemns the destruction of cultural heritage in Iraq and Syria 

particularly by ISIL and ANF, whether such destruction is incidental or deliberate, 

including targeted destruction of religious sites and objects;  

 16. Notes with concern that ISIL, ANF and other individuals, groups, 

undertakings and entities associated with Al-Qaida, are generating income from 

engaging directly or indirectly in the looting and smuggling of cultural heritage 

items from archaeological sites, museums, libraries, archives, and other sites in Iraq 

and Syria, which is being used to support their recruitment efforts and strengthen 

their operational capability to organize and carry out terrorist attacks;  

 17. Reaffirms its decision in paragraph 7 of resolution 1483 (2003) and 

decides that all Member States shall take appropriate steps to prevent the trade in 

Iraqi and Syrian cultural property and other items of archaeological, historical, 

cultural, rare scientific, and religious importance illegally removed from Iraq since 

6 August 1990 and from Syria since 15 March 2011, including by prohibiting cross -

border trade in such items, thereby allowing for their eventual safe return to the 

Iraqi and Syrian people and calls upon the United Nations Educational, Scientific, 

and Cultural Organization, Interpol, and other international organizations, as 

appropriate, to assist in the implementation of this paragraph;  

 

  Kidnapping for Ransom and External Donations 
 

 18. Reaffirms its condemnation of incidents of kidnapping and hostage-

taking committed by ISIL, ANF and all other individuals, groups, undertakings and 

entities associated with Al-Qaida for any purpose, including with the aim of raising 
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funds or gaining political concessions and expresses its determination to prevent 

kidnapping and hostage-taking committed by terrorist groups and to secure the safe 

release of hostages without ransom payments or political concessions, in accordance 

with applicable international law; 

 19. Reaffirms that the requirements of paragraph 1 (a) of resolution 2161 

(2014) apply to the payment of ransoms to individuals, groups, undertakings or 

entities on the Al-Qaida Sanctions List, regardless of how or by whom the ransom is 

paid, emphasizes that this obligation applies to ISIL and ANF, and calls upon all 

Member States to encourage private sector partners to adopt or to follow relevant 

guidelines and good practices for preventing and responding to terrorist kidnappings 

without paying ransom;  

 20. Reiterates its call upon all Member States to prevent terrorists from 

benefiting directly or indirectly from ransom payments or from political concessions 

and to secure the safe release of hostages, and reaffirms the need for all Member 

States to cooperate closely during incidents of kidnapping and hostage-taking 

committed by terrorist groups;  

 21. Expresses its grave concern of reports that external donations continue to 

make their way to ISIL, ANF and other individuals, groups, undertakings and 

entities associated with Al-Qaida, and recalls the importance of all Member States 

complying with their obligation to ensure that their nationals and persons within 

their territory do not make donations to individuals and entities designated by the 

Committee or those acting on behalf of or at the direction of designated entities;  

 22. Stresses that donations from individuals and entities have played a role in 

developing and sustaining ISIL and ANF, and that Member States have an obligation 

to ensure that such support is not made available to those terrorist groups and other 

individuals, groups, undertakings and entities associated with Al-Qaida by their 

nationals and persons within their territory, and urges Member States to address this 

directly through enhanced vigilance of the international financial system and by 

working with their non-profit and charitable organizations to ensure financial flows 

through charitable giving are not diverted to ISIL, ANF or any other individuals, 

groups, undertakings and entities associated with Al-Qaida;  

 

  Banking 
 

 23. Urges Member States to take steps to ensure that financial institutions 

within their territory prevent ISIL, ANF or other individuals, groups, undertakings 

or entities associated with Al-Qaida from accessing the international financial 

system;  

 

  Arms and related materiel 
 

 24. Reaffirms its decision that States shall prevent the direct or indirect 

supply, sale, or transfer to ISIL, ANF and all other individuals, groups, undertakings 

and entities associated with Al-Qaida from their territories or by their nationals 

outside their territories, or using their flag vessels or aircraft, of arms and related 

materiel of all types including weapons and ammunition, military vehicles and 

equipment, paramilitary equipment, and spare parts for the aforementioned, and 

technical advice, assistance or training related to military activities, as well as its 

calls for States to find ways of intensifying and accelerating the exchange of 
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operational information regarding traffic in arms, and to enhance coordination of 

efforts on national, subregional, regional and international levels;  

 25. Expresses concern at the proliferation of all arms and related materiel of 

all types, in particular man-portable surface-to-air missiles, to ISIL, ANF and all 

other individuals, groups, undertakings and entities associated with Al -Qaida, and 

its potential impact on regional and international peace and security and impeding 

efforts to combat terrorism in some cases;  

 26. Reminds Member States of their obligation pursuant to paragraph 1 (c) of 

resolution 2161 (2014), to prevent the direct or indirect supply, sale or transfer of 

arms and related materiel of all types to listed individuals and entities, including 

ISIL and ANF;  

 27. Calls upon all States to consider appropriate measures to prevent the 

transfer of all arms and related materiel of all types, in particular man-portable 

surface-to-air missiles, if there is a reasonable suspicion that such arms and related 

materiel would be obtained by ISIL, the ANF or other individuals, groups, 

undertakings and entities associated with Al-Qaida;  

 

  Asset Freeze 
 

 28. Reaffirms that the requirements in paragraph 1 (a) of Security Council 

resolution 2161 apply to financial and economic resources of every kind, includi ng 

but not limited to those used for the provision of Internet hosting or related services, 

used for the support of Al-Qaida and other individuals, groups, undertakings or 

entities included on the Al-Qaida Sanctions List;  

 

  Reporting 
 

 29. Calls upon Member States to report to the Committee within 120 days on 

the measures they have taken to comply with the measures imposed in this 

resolution;  

 30. Requests the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team, in close 

cooperation with other United Nations counter-terrorism bodies to conduct an 

assessment of the impact of these new measures and to report to the Committee 

established pursuant to resolutions 1267 (1999) and 1989 (2011) within 150 days, 

and thereafter to incorporate reporting on the impact of these new measures into 

their reports to the Committee in order to track progress on implementation, identify 

unintended consequences and unexpected challenges, and to help facilitate further 

adjustments as required, and further requests the Committee established pursuant to 

resolutions 1267 (1999) and 1989 (2011) to update the Security Council on the 

implementation of this resolution as part of its regular oral reports to the Council on 

the state of the overall work of the Committee and the Monitoring Tea m; 

 31. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.  
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Resolution 1483 (2003)

Adopted by the Security Council at its 4761st meeting, on
22 May 2003

The Security Council,

Recalling all its previous relevant resolutions,

Reaffirming the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Iraq,

Reaffirming also the importance of the disarmament of Iraqi weapons of mass
destruction and of eventual confirmation of the disarmament of Iraq,

Stressing the right of the Iraqi people freely to determine their own political
future and control their own natural resources, welcoming the commitment of all
parties concerned to support the creation of an environment in which they may do so
as soon as possible, and expressing resolve that the day when Iraqis govern
themselves must come quickly,

Encouraging efforts by the people of Iraq to form a representative government
based on the rule of law that affords equal rights and justice to all Iraqi citizens
without regard to ethnicity, religion, or gender, and, in this connection, recalls
resolution 1325 (2000) of 31 October 2000,

Welcoming the first steps of the Iraqi people in this regard, and noting in this
connection the 15 April 2003 Nasiriyah statement and the 28 April 2003 Baghdad
statement,

Resolved that the United Nations should play a vital role in humanitarian
relief, the reconstruction of Iraq, and the restoration and establishment of national
and local institutions for representative governance,

Noting the statement of 12 April 2003 by the Ministers of Finance and Central
Bank Governors of the Group of Seven Industrialized Nations in which the members
recognized the need for a multilateral effort to help rebuild and develop Iraq and for
the need for assistance from the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank in
these efforts,

Welcoming also the resumption of humanitarian assistance and the continuing
efforts of the Secretary-General and the specialized agencies to provide food and
medicine to the people of Iraq,

Welcoming the appointment by the Secretary-General of his Special Adviser on
Iraq,
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Affirming the need for accountability for crimes and atrocities committed by
the previous Iraqi regime,

Stressing the need for respect for the archaeological, historical, cultural, and
religious heritage of Iraq, and for the continued protection of archaeological,
historical, cultural, and religious sites, museums, libraries, and monuments,

Noting the letter of 8 May 2003 from the Permanent Representatives of the
United States of America and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland to the President of the Security Council (S/2003/538) and recognizing the
specific authorities, responsibilities, and obligations under applicable international
law of these states as occupying powers under unified command (the “Authority”),

Noting further that other States that are not occupying powers are working now
or in the future may work under the Authority,

Welcoming further the willingness of Member States to contribute to stability
and security in Iraq by contributing personnel, equipment, and other resources under
the Authority,

Concerned that many Kuwaitis and Third-State Nationals still are not
accounted for since 2 August 1990,

Determining that the situation in Iraq, although improved, continues to
constitute a threat to international peace and security,

Acting under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations,

1. Appeals to Member States and concerned organizations to assist the
people of Iraq in their efforts to reform their institutions and rebuild their country,
and to contribute to conditions of stability and security in Iraq in accordance with
this resolution;

2. Calls upon all Member States in a position to do so to respond
immediately to the humanitarian appeals of the United Nations and other
international organizations for Iraq and to help meet the humanitarian and other
needs of the Iraqi people by providing food, medical supplies, and resources
necessary for reconstruction and rehabilitation of Iraq’s economic infrastructure;

3. Appeals to Member States to deny safe haven to those members of the
previous Iraqi regime who are alleged to be responsible for crimes and atrocities and
to support actions to bring them to justice;

4. Calls upon the Authority, consistent with the Charter of the United
Nations and other relevant international law, to promote the welfare of the Iraqi
people through the effective administration of the territory, including in particular
working towards the restoration of conditions of security and stability and the
creation of conditions in which the Iraqi people can freely determine their own
political future;

5. Calls upon all concerned to comply fully with their obligations under
international law including in particular the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the
Hague Regulations of 1907;

6. Calls upon the Authority and relevant organizations and individuals to
continue efforts to locate, identify, and repatriate all Kuwaiti and Third-State
Nationals or the remains of those present in Iraq on or after 2 August 1990, as well
as the Kuwaiti archives, that the previous Iraqi regime failed to undertake, and, in
this regard, directs the High-Level Coordinator, in consultation with the
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International Committee of the Red Cross and the Tripartite Commission and with
the appropriate support of the people of Iraq and in coordination with the Authority,
to take steps to fulfil his mandate with respect to the fate of Kuwaiti and Third-State
National missing persons and property;

7. Decides that all Member States shall take appropriate steps to facilitate
the safe return to Iraqi institutions of Iraqi cultural property and other items of
archaeological, historical, cultural, rare scientific, and religious importance illegally
removed from the Iraq National Museum, the National Library, and other locations
in Iraq since the adoption of resolution 661 (1990) of 6 August 1990, including by
establishing a prohibition on trade in or transfer of such items and items with respect
to which reasonable suspicion exists that they have been illegally removed,  and
calls upon the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization,
Interpol, and other international organizations, as appropriate, to assist in the
implementation of this paragraph;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to appoint a Special Representative for
Iraq whose independent responsibilities shall involve reporting regularly to the
Council on his activities under this resolution, coordinating activities of the United
Nations in post-conflict processes in Iraq, coordinating among United Nations and
international agencies engaged in humanitarian assistance and reconstruction
activities in Iraq, and, in coordination with the Authority, assisting the people of
Iraq through:

(a) coordinating humanitarian and reconstruction assistance by United
Nations agencies and between United Nations agencies and non-governmental
organizations;

(b) promoting the safe, orderly, and voluntary return of refugees and
displaced persons;

(c) working intensively with the Authority, the people of Iraq, and others
concerned to advance  efforts to restore and establish national and local institutions
for representative governance, including by working together to facilitate a process
leading to an internationally recognized, representative government of Iraq;

(d) facilitating the reconstruction of key infrastructure, in cooperation with
other international organizations;

(e) promoting economic reconstruction and the conditions for sustainable
development, including through coordination with national and regional
organizations, as appropriate, civil society, donors, and the international financial
institutions;

(f) encouraging international efforts to contribute to basic civilian
administration functions;

(g) promoting the protection of human rights;

(h) encouraging international efforts to rebuild the capacity of the Iraqi
civilian police force; and

(i) encouraging  international efforts to promote legal and judicial reform;

9. Supports the formation, by the people of Iraq with the help of the
Authority and working with the Special Representative, of an Iraqi interim
administration as a transitional administration run by Iraqis, until an internationally
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recognized, representative government is established by the people of Iraq and
assumes the responsibilities of the Authority;

10. Decides that, with the exception of prohibitions related to the sale or
supply to Iraq of arms and related materiel other than those arms and related
materiel required by the Authority to serve the purposes of this and other related
resolutions, all prohibitions related to trade with Iraq and the provision of financial
or economic resources to Iraq established by resolution 661 (1990) and subsequent
relevant resolutions, including resolution 778 (1992) of 2 October 1992, shall no
longer apply;

11. Reaffirms that Iraq must meet its disarmament obligations, encourages
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of
America to keep the Council informed of their activities in this regard, and
underlines the intention of the Council to revisit the mandates of the United Nations
Monitoring, Verification, and Inspection Commission and the International Atomic
Energy Agency as set forth in resolutions 687 (1991) of 3 April 1991, 1284 (1999)
of 17 December 1999, and 1441 (2002) of 8 November 2002;

12. Notes the establishment of a Development Fund for Iraq to be held by the
Central Bank of Iraq and to be audited by independent public accountants approved
by the International Advisory and Monitoring  Board of the Development Fund for
Iraq and looks forward to the early meeting of that International Advisory and
Monitoring Board, whose members shall include duly qualified representatives of
the Secretary-General, of the Managing Director of the International Monetary
Fund, of the Director-General of the Arab Fund for Social and Economic
Development, and of the President of the World Bank;

13. Notes further that the funds in the Development Fund for Iraq shall be
disbursed at the direction of the Authority, in consultation with the Iraqi interim
administration, for the purposes set out in paragraph 14 below;

14. Underlines that the Development Fund for Iraq shall be used in a
transparent manner to meet the humanitarian needs of the Iraqi people, for the
economic reconstruction and repair of Iraq’s infrastructure, for the continued
disarmament of Iraq, and for the costs of Iraqi civilian administration, and for other
purposes benefiting the people of Iraq;

15. Calls upon the international financial institutions to assist the people of
Iraq in the reconstruction and development of their economy and to facilitate
assistance by the broader donor community, and welcomes the readiness of creditors,
including those of the Paris Club, to seek a solution to Iraq’s sovereign debt
problems;

16. Requests also that the Secretary-General, in coordination with the
Authority, continue the exercise of his responsibilities under Security Council
resolution 1472 (2003) of 28 March 2003 and 1476 (2003) of 24 April 2003, for a
period of six months following the adoption of this resolution, and terminate within
this time period, in the most cost effective manner, the ongoing operations of the
“Oil-for-Food” Programme (the “Programme”), both at headquarters level and in the
field, transferring responsibility for the administration of any remaining activity
under the Programme to the Authority, including by taking the following necessary
measures:

(a) to facilitate as soon as possible the shipment and authenticated delivery
of priority civilian goods as identified by the Secretary-General and representatives

CL/4100 - page 16



5

S/RES/1483 (2003)

designated by him, in coordination with the Authority and the Iraqi interim
administration, under approved and funded contracts previously concluded by the
previous Government of Iraq, for the humanitarian relief of the people of Iraq,
including, as necessary, negotiating adjustments in the terms or conditions of these
contracts and respective letters of credit as set forth in paragraph 4 (d) of resolution
1472 (2003);

(b) to review, in light of changed circumstances, in coordination with the
Authority and the Iraqi interim administration, the relative utility of each approved
and funded contract with a view to determining whether such contracts contain
items required to meet the needs of the people of Iraq both now and during
reconstruction, and to postpone action on those contracts determined to be of
questionable utility and the respective letters of credit until an internationally
recognized, representative government of Iraq is in a position to make its own
determination as to whether such contracts shall be fulfilled;

(c) to provide the Security Council within 21 days following the adoption of
this resolution, for the Security Council’s review and consideration, an estimated
operating budget based on funds already set aside in the account established
pursuant to paragraph 8 (d) of resolution 986 (1995) of 14 April 1995, identifying:

(i) all known and projected costs to the United Nations required to ensure
the continued functioning of the activities associated with implementation of
the present resolution, including operating and administrative expenses
associated with the relevant United Nations agencies and programmes
responsible for the implementation of the Programme both at Headquarters and
in the field;

(ii) all known and projected costs associated with termination of the
Programme;

(iii) all known and projected costs associated with restoring Government of
Iraq funds that were provided by Member States to the Secretary-General as
requested in paragraph 1 of resolution 778 (1992); and

(iv) all known and projected costs associated with the Special Representative
and the qualified representative of the Secretary-General identified to serve on
the International Advisory and Monitoring Board, for the six month time
period defined above, following which these costs shall be borne by the United
Nations;

(d) to consolidate into a single fund the accounts established pursuant to
paragraphs 8 (a) and 8 (b) of resolution 986 (1995);

(e) to fulfil all remaining obligations related to the termination of the
Programme, including negotiating, in the most cost effective manner, any necessary
settlement payments, which shall be made from the escrow accounts established
pursuant to paragraphs 8 (a) and 8 (b) of resolution 986 (1995), with those parties
that previously have entered into contractual obligations with the Secretary-General
under the Programme, and to determine, in coordination with the Authority and the
Iraqi interim administration, the future status of contracts undertaken by the United
Nations and related United Nations agencies under the accounts established pursuant
to paragraphs 8 (b) and 8 (d) of resolution 986 (1995);

(f) to provide the Security Council, 30 days prior to the termination of the
Programme, with a comprehensive strategy developed in close coordination with the
Authority and the Iraqi interim administration that would lead to the delivery of all
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relevant documentation and the transfer of all operational responsibility of the
Programme to the Authority;

17. Requests further that the Secretary-General transfer as soon as possible to
the Development Fund for Iraq 1 billion United States dollars from unencumbered
funds in the accounts established pursuant to paragraphs 8 (a) and 8 (b) of resolution
986 (1995), restore Government of Iraq funds that were provided by Member States
to the Secretary-General as requested in paragraph 1 of resolution 778 (1992), and
decides that, after deducting all relevant United Nations expenses associated with
the shipment of authorized contracts and costs to the Programme outlined in
paragraph 16 (c) above, including residual obligations, all surplus funds in the
escrow accounts established pursuant to paragraphs 8 (a), 8 (b), 8 (d), and 8 (f) of
resolution 986 (1995) shall be transferred at the earliest possible time to the
Development Fund for Iraq;

18. Decides to terminate effective on the adoption of this resolution the
functions related to the observation and monitoring activities undertaken by the
Secretary-General under the Programme, including the monitoring of the export of
petroleum and petroleum products from Iraq;

19. Decides to terminate the Committee established pursuant to paragraph 6
of resolution 661 (1990) at the conclusion of the six month period called for in
paragraph 16 above and further decides that the Committee shall identify individuals
and entities referred to in paragraph 23 below;

20. Decides that all export sales of petroleum, petroleum products, and
natural gas from Iraq following the date of the adoption of this resolution shall be
made consistent with prevailing international market best practices, to be audited by
independent public accountants reporting to the International Advisory and
Monitoring Board referred to in paragraph 12 above in order to ensure transparency,
and decides further that, except as provided in paragraph 21 below, all proceeds
from such sales shall be deposited into the Development Fund for Iraq until such
time as an internationally recognized, representative government of Iraq is properly
constituted;

21. Decides further that 5 per cent of the proceeds referred to in paragraph
20 above shall be deposited into the Compensation Fund established in accordance
with resolution 687 (1991) and subsequent relevant resolutions and that, unless an
internationally recognized, representative government of Iraq and the Governing
Council of the United Nations Compensation Commission, in the exercise of its
authority over methods of ensuring that payments are made into the Compensation
Fund, decide otherwise, this requirement shall be binding on a properly constituted,
internationally recognized, representative government of Iraq and any successor
thereto;

22. Noting the relevance of the establishment of an internationally
recognized, representative government of Iraq and the desirability of prompt
completion of the restructuring of Iraq’s debt as referred to in paragraph 15 above,
further decides that, until December 31, 2007, unless the Council decides otherwise,
petroleum, petroleum products, and natural gas originating in Iraq shall be immune,
until title passes to the initial purchaser from legal proceedings against them and not
be subject to any form of  attachment, garnishment, or execution, and that all States
shall take any steps that may be necessary under their respective domestic legal
systems to assure this protection, and that proceeds and obligations arising from
sales thereof, as well as the Development Fund for Iraq, shall enjoy privileges and
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immunities equivalent to those enjoyed by the United Nations except that the above-
mentioned privileges and immunities will not apply with respect to any legal
proceeding in which recourse to such proceeds or obligations is necessary to satisfy
liability for damages assessed in connection with an ecological accident, including
an oil spill, that occurs after the date of adoption of this resolution;

23. Decides that all Member States in which there are:

(a) funds or other financial assets or economic resources of the previous
Government of Iraq or its state bodies, corporations, or agencies, located outside
Iraq as of the date of this resolution, or

(b) funds or other financial assets or economic resources that have been
removed from Iraq, or acquired, by Saddam Hussein or other senior officials of the
former Iraqi regime and their immediate family members, including entities owned
or controlled, directly or indirectly, by them or by persons acting on their behalf or
at their direction,

shall freeze without delay those funds or other financial assets or economic
resources and, unless these funds or other financial assets or economic resources are
themselves the subject of a prior judicial, administrative, or arbitral lien or
judgement, immediately shall cause their transfer to the Development Fund for Iraq,
it being understood that, unless otherwise addressed, claims made by private
individuals or non-government entities on those transferred funds or other financial
assets may be presented to the internationally recognized, representative government
of Iraq; and decides further that all such funds or other financial assets or economic
resources shall enjoy the same privileges, immunities, and protections as provided
under paragraph 22;

24. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Council at regular
intervals on the work of the Special Representative with respect to the
implementation of this resolution and on the work of the International Advisory and
Monitoring Board and encourages the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the United States of America to inform the Council at regular
intervals of their efforts under this resolution;

25. Decides to review the implementation of this resolution within twelve
months of adoption and to consider further steps that might be necessary;

26. Calls upon Member States and international and regional organizations to
contribute to the implementation of this resolution;

27. Decides to remain seized of this matter.
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Security Council Press Statement on ISIL’s Destruction of Religious and Cultural 
Artefacts in Mosul 

• Security Council Press Release 

The following Security Council press statement was issued today by Council President Liu 
Jieyi (China): 

The members of the Security Council strongly condemned the ongoing barbaric terrorist acts 
in Iraq by ISIL [Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant] (Da’esh), including: the abduction of 100 
Sunni tribesmen from outside Tikrit on 25 February; the immolation of 45 Iraqis in Baghdadi 
on 17 February; ongoing daily attacks targeting civilians in Baghdad; and the deliberate 
destruction of irreplaceable religious and cultural artefacts housed in the Mosul Museum and 
burning of thousands of books and rare manuscripts from the Mosul Library.  

The members of the Security Council reiterated their condemnation of the destruction of 
cultural heritage in Iraq and Syria, particularly by ISIL, including targeted destruction of 
religious sites and objects, and noted with concern that ISIL and other individuals, groups, 
undertakings and entities associated with Al-Qaida are generating income from engaging 
directly or indirectly in the looting and smuggling of cultural heritage items from 
archaeological sites, museums, libraries, archives, and other sites in Iraq and Syria, which is 
being used to support their recruitment efforts and strengthen their operational capability to 
organize and carry out terrorist attacks. 

The members of the Security Council stressed again that ISIL must be defeated and that the 
intolerance, violence, and hatred it espouses must be stamped out.  The members of the 
Council further emphasized that such continued acts of barbarism perpetrated by ISIL do not 
intimidate them, but rather stiffen their resolve and stressed that there has to be a common 
effort amongst Governments and institutions, including those in the region most affected, to 
counter ISIL, as the Council resolved in United Nations Security Council resolutions 2161 
(2014), 2170 (2014) and 2199 (2015), and underscored the need for their full and immediate 
implementation by all Member States. 

The members of the Security Council reiterated that no act of violence or terrorism can 
reverse a path towards peace, democracy and reconstruction in Iraq, underpinned by the 
rule of law and respect for human rights, which is supported by the people and the 
Government of Iraq and the international community.  They reminded States that they must 
ensure that measures taken to combat terrorism comply with all their obligations under 
international law, in particular international human rights, refugee, and humanitarian law. 

 
Source: http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11804.doc.htm 

http://www.un.org/press/en/un-bodies/security-council
http://www.un.org/press/en/type-document/press-release
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc11804.doc.htm
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Director-General requests UN Security Council meeting on destruction of 
heritage in Mosul 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“I am deeply shocked by footage released today showing the destruction of statues 
and other artefacts of the Mosul Museum. I condemn this as a deliberate attack 
against Iraq’s millennial history and culture, and as an inflammatory incitement to 
violence and hatred,” said the Director-General. 

“This attack is far more than a cultural tragedy – this is also a security issue as it fuels 
sectarianism, violent extremism and conflict in Iraq. This stands in direct violation to the most 
recent United Nations Security Council Resolution 2199 that condemns the destruction of 
cultural heritage and adopts legally-binding measures to counter illicit trafficking of antiquities 
and cultural objects from Iraq and Syria. This is why I have immediately seized the President 
of the Security Council to ask him to convene an emergency meeting of the Security Council 
on the protection of Iraq’s cultural heritage as an integral element for the country’s security.”  

Large statues from the UNESCO world Heritage site of Hatra, as well as unique artefacts 
from the archeological sites of the governorate of Ninewah have been destroyed or defaced 
in the Mosul Museum, among many other pieces. 

“The systematic destruction of iconic components of Iraq’s rich and diverse heritage that we 
have been witnessing over the past months is intolerable and it must stop immediately”, said 
the Director-General, reiterating her numerous previous statements on this matter.”  

 
 
 
Source: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-
view/news/unesco_director_general_expresses_outrage_following_terrorist_attacks_against
_the_mosul_museum/#.VPYGtNHwvGh 

http://www.unesco.org/new/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/ERI/images/630x300/news_stop.jpg&md5=732d36a22d23c8ec0a40cd14f94726f5399d8e6a&parameters[0]=YTo0OntzOjU6IndpZHRoIjtzOjQ6IjUwMG0iO3M6NjoiaGVpZ2h0IjtzOjM6IjUw&parameters[1]=MCI7czo3OiJib2R5VGFnIjtzOjI0OiI8Ym9keSBiZ0NvbG9yPSIjZmZmZmZmIj4i&parameters[2]=O3M6NDoid3JhcCI7czozNzoiPGEgaHJlZj0iamF2YXNjcmlwdDpjbG9zZSgpOyI%2B&parameters[3]=IHwgPC9hPiI7fQ%3D%3D
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/unesco_director_general_expresses_outrage_following_terrorist_attacks_against
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/unesco_director_general_expresses_outrage_following_terrorist_attacks_against
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/unesco_director_general_expresses_outrage_following_terrorist_attacks_against
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Director-General welcomes UN Security Council statement on destruction of 
artifacts at Mosul Museum 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Director-General of UNESCO, Irina Bokova, has welcomed the UN Security 
Council's statement denouncing the attack on the Mosul Museum. 

“This statement is a strong testament to the unity of the international community regarding 
the tragic destruction of irreplaceable heritage for all mankind,” said the Director-General. 
“The members of the Security Council have reaffirmed the deep connection between the 
destruction of cultural heritage in Mosul and the persecution of people. It is the same strategy 
of terror and we must continue to fight against it by joining our efforts,” she continued.  

“The values of tolerance, cultural diversity and respect for human rights are stronger than 
these barbaric acts. UNESCO remains determined to do everything it can to assist the Iraqi 
government in preserving its heritage,” concluded Ms Bokova. 

Source: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-
view/news/director_general_welcomes_un_security_council_statement_on_destruction_of_a
rtifacts_at_mosul_museum/#.VPYE0dHwvGh 
 

http://www.unesco.org/new/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/ERI/images/UN_Sec_Council_800px.jpg&md5=8c046f4f8fe21d115e9634dfdbf3f998e5edcbd8&parameters[0]=YTo0OntzOjU6IndpZHRoIjtzOjQ6IjUwMG0iO3M6NjoiaGVpZ2h0IjtzOjM6IjUw&parameters[1]=MCI7czo3OiJib2R5VGFnIjtzOjI0OiI8Ym9keSBiZ0NvbG9yPSIjZmZmZmZmIj4i&parameters[2]=O3M6NDoid3JhcCI7czozNzoiPGEgaHJlZj0iamF2YXNjcmlwdDpjbG9zZSgpOyI%2B&parameters[3]=IHwgPC9hPiI7fQ%3D%3D
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/director_general_welcomes_un_security_council_statement_on_destruction_of_a
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/director_general_welcomes_un_security_council_statement_on_destruction_of_a
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/director_general_welcomes_un_security_council_statement_on_destruction_of_a
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