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2) List of DPOs Networks in Lebanon

DPO DPOs Bley) 550 Qe cilaliia | cilaiiall d<ud
Network
UNAPIEI - | FDA - Friends of Disabled Association Ol sliacal dunen | (Alagl) Slady)
Parents & | Wahat Al-Farah Association Llae palatially 4Uell ~ dll dal g dpnes Claaad
Institutional | Sesobel o | AIAIN Al
Associations | Lebanese Association for Special daidall Ay yill dutudl) dmaal) (il
National Education
Union for Al-Younbouh g su
Intellectual | Al Hadi Institute for Deaf and Blind Gl @byl 4 padly dmandl A8 galed) die
Disability | Children Jaal 5ill 5

Ray of Hope Ja¥l glak

Lebanese Autism Society s gl Aullll damaall

Association for the Parents of the Ol Jal donea
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Disabled

Lebanese Down Syndrome Association

Ghassan Kanafani Cultural Foundation

EHE] S e fa e

Al Zawrak Foundation B ) A e
La Felouque Al dman

ZVARTNOTZ - Lebanese Armenian
Community Social Workers' Union

Wi pualasiall 3 o3 dle J1 "Gl o5 )) 5 )" S 5

Al Amal Institute for the Disabled

FISTA - First Step Together Association

Liind

ACSAUVEL - Civil Association for the
Safeguard of the Child in Lebanon

"3 I il & Jikall sl lasal dgaall dranl)

CRC - Contact and Resource Centre

SLE Y5 dge gl Aadd) S s




UNAPIEI -
Parents &
Institutional
Associations
National
Union for
Intellectual
Disability
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Masakin Al Hayat Association

sladl Slie damas

Faith and Light Association

s Ol man

Yachting Club Le Foyer

) gl 8l gl

ICEC - Islamic Charity Emdad
Committee

MKSF - Dr. Mohammad Khaled Social
Foundations

elaal Al deas | s€all Glusa

Association - Ecole avance pour enfants
épileptique et enfants ayant des
difficultés d'apprentissages (Ecole

Avance)
LCH - Local Council for the Welfare of O grall (5 eyl aall Galadll
the Handicapped

NRDC - National Rehabilitation &
Development Center

Gl Ll ikl 8l

TSA - Together for Special Education Laiaal) 4y il b
Saint Emily De Vialar Center oYL 5n il Al K e
The Happy Child Association el Jilal) s 50

ASTUHA - Association of Tutors of

Ble Yl saxie (alaiN) jal sl

Handicapped

MIWO - Mabarra of the Islamic Women | daaiilly aall ASdl S j0) Zaa3la¥) ddludll ddayl jl 5 5
Organization (sl
FISTA 1 - First Step Together datdall Ay il lid
Association

DP - The Divine Providence

Ll Al Gmen. S e

FNDL - Assafina- Foyer Notre Dame de
la Lumiere

Tl il il o) - i

bl sy
clna!
alddll g
(i)




ADH - Association Days of Hope

Al Karma Association i Sl dman
UNAPIEI - | Bayt Al-Hanan oiall | Algll alay)
Parents & Dar Al-Baheej e )l Gilaaad
Institutional | SOWS - Sidon Orphan Welfare Society la A sl Ale ) nen | AlAN Al
Associations | LAM - Lana Al Mostakbal i) Wl (Alad)
National Association pour la réhabilitation des L) Cad)
Union for | handicapés (Happy Home)
Intellectual | TWT - Solidarity and Development daali g (paliald
Disability Association (Tadamun wa Tanmia)

SRWOS - Social Relief & Welfare laa 8 e laial) claddl) 5 slul gall Aumas

Organization in Saida

Empowerment for Independent Living AL el (€S duraa

Al Hanan Center g olall dmea - Lilal) cleadll SGdll Sl

Lalall cilalgay)

Mosa Center - Mosan Center for Gilad) Aoyl ) damea - Al Glalialy) ) ghas K

Children with Special Needs sl

School for Children with Special Needs dalall Glalia¥) g 9d dman

Forum of the Handicapped in North Sl gl 8 cpilaall oaile | Glaman AAG)
LCDP - Lebanon Ondlaal)
Lebanese Amal Foundation JeY) A e Gttty
Council of | Al Ru'ya - Vision Association for e g Jaalall g dpanll 4y ) dman
Disabled Rehabilitation and Care
People Lebanese University League of the Blind O 9aSall Guilill) ynmaladl dday)
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Al Jarha Foundation

Friends of the Disabled Association

Lebanese Autism Society

2=l ) G




LCDP - National Association for the Rights of Gl A Blaall (5 giad Agila gl Anaall | Clmany alad)
Lebanese Disabled People Ondlaal)
Council of | Empowerment for Independent Living AdBlELL Gl sl Ol
Disabled South Lebanese Society for the Blind (sl Cadsl) Aman

People Health Care Society Laaall le ) dmas

NDA - Lebanese Physically Handicapped Union Oaollll cppaesall alas) allasl)
National Youth Association for the Blind O 5iSall Al duman | 4Bl kgl
Disability | Lebanese Association for Self Advocacy A1 5 jualiall 40Ul dnand)

Alliance Association de Parents d'Enfants Sourds mall el BTN

NIA - Not Available NPT atlal)
National *gadll Al gl)
Inclusion

Alliance*

NCRPWD - | Not Available KNPYEY allasl)
National @il Ahgl
Coalition 93 palaiy)
for the *43leY)
Rights of

Persons

with

Disability*

*This is still in the process of becoming legally registered.

 islil fonsll e (8 L Y,
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3) Recent work of International NGO targeting PWD

Some recent work of six International NGO in Lebanon are collected through internet
desk research as below:

CTM ONLUS - Controinformazione Terzo Mondo ONLUS

CTMONLUS is a non-profit organization based in Italy with an office in Beirut,
Lebanon. Its work in Lebanon purports to alleviate poverty and improve living conditions
of disadvantaged communities. It has carried out several projects aimed at improving the
lives of persons with disabilities in Lebanon.

“Towards the social and economic integration of people with disabilities and the
recognition of equal opportunities- 7632/CTM/LBN” was a project that contributed to
increasing employment opportunities for people with disabilities. It raised awareness of
key policy makers on the social and economic contribution of PWD. The project also
improved the learning environment of vocational training centers, managed by the
Lebanese Physical Handicapped Union (LPHU) throughout the country.

The project on “Aid to the disabled people and children affected by the war in southern
Lebanon — ROSS I”” aimed at improving the social and health conditions of PWD affected
by the war of July-August 2006 through rehabilitation and physiotherapy.

Source: http://www.ctm-lecce.it/

Diakonia

Diakonia is a faith-based Swedish development organization that works with and
supports more than 400 local partner organizations in about 35 countries in the following
fields: democratization, social and economic justice, human rights, gender equity and
peace and reconciliation.

Diakonia in partnership with Community Based Rehabilitation Association (CBRA), a
local NGO, promotes the rights and participation of PwDs and their families and DPOs

in Nahr El Bared and Baddawi Camps for Palestinian refugees and surrounding area in
North Lebanon.

In partnership with the Lebanese Physically Handicapped Union (LPHU), Diakonia
produced the Disability Monitor to promote the accountability and progress in the
implementation of the law 220/2000. (Source: http://www.diakonia.se/)

GVC - Gruppo di Volontariato Civile
GVC is an independent secular Italian organization on social development. Among
GVC’s work in Lebanon, the “Support to the Integration of Disabled Children in

Lebanese Primary Schools” (2011-2014) aims to improve the cultural, educational, and
operative skills of school staff while motivating related institutions, civil society, and
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communities to participate in the process of the social inclusion of children with
disabilities. (Source: http://www.gvc-italia.org/)

Handicap International (HI)

Handicap International (HI) works in Lebanon to protect civilians from the danger of
landmines and other unexploded ordnance. Their demining activities focus on the
country's Northern Province.

Although they began working in Lebanon in 1992, their activities have expanded in
recent years in response to rising levels of conflict in the region. In 2007, they began
clearing an area of land in the southern Tyre region, which had been contaminated by
explosive remnants of war including hundreds of thousands of cluster munitions. 700,000
square metres of land have since been made safe, and they have safely destroyed 140,000
sub-munitions. In 2008, they started demining activities in the area around the Nahr el
Bared Palestine refugee camp.

Handicap International (HI), from November 2012 to June 2013, is assisting the most
vulnerable populations affected by the Syria crisis by identifying and responding to
specific needs through interventions including physical rehabilitation, psychosocial
support, and through the provision of assistive and mobility devices, core relief item kits
and winterization kits. In addition to the provision of specific and basic services, HI also
provides trainings to humanitarian partners on disability, inclusion and vulnerability
approaches. (Source: http://www.handicap-international.org)

Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA)

The Norwegian People’s Aid is a non-profit and humanitarian organization. Its key
programme aims to empower Palestinian Refugees and the marginalized Lebanese groups
to advocate and lobby for their social, economic and political rights.

Its programme on Disability (from 1983 to 2009) provided the injured during the Israeli
invasion as well as victims of previous hostilities (the clashes of the 1970’s) with care
including mobility devices, wheelchairs, professional rehabilitation, home adaptation
technology, and counseling. Its efforts in advocacy led to the creation of a network of
NGOs called “The Palestinian Disability Forum”. (Source: http://www.npaid.org/)

Save the Children

Save the Children develops activities in partnerhip with “the Inclusion Network™, which
an informal collective established in 2009 with an aim of achieving inclusion of persons
with disabilities within the family, the educational system and society. Its “Our Voice
project” in Beirut, aims to enhance young people’s knowledge and skills to take rights-
based action in their communities through media such as preparing news articles, photo
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essays and other media materials which lead to the enhanced public awareness on social
inclusion of persons with disabilities in general and in media in particular.
Source:http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.6115947/k.8D6E/Offic
ial_Site.htm

4) Media and Advocacy Good Practices in promoting the social inclusion of persons
with disabilities (PWD) in Lebanon

Media trend and the image portrayed of PWD

The media reflects and affects society’s attitude towards PWD. It exposes a society’s
level of understanding and tolerance, its fears and misconceptions, and even its norms
and customs related to this topic. At the same time, it shapes the society’s attitude
towards PWDs. As such, the media can function as an agent of change in this matter.

The media’s shortcomings in this issue may be attributed to a socially entrenched and
pervasive attitude called “ableism”, which is defined as “an expectation of the primacy of
a certain type of body and encompasses the practices that discriminate in favour of non-
disabled people.” They convey the social theory that disability is different from
impairment; the former is a social construct that stems from ableism while the latter is a
physical attribute. Accordingly, impairment becomes disability in the presence of the
ableist social structure. (Ellis, k. & Kent, M., 2011)

Advocacy, outreach and capacity development

The relationship between the Lebanese media and Persons with Disabilities (PWD) is
multidimensional: PWDs are consumers, subjects, or in some cases producers of media
content. During the civil war (1975 to 1990), the disability issue was covered with the
linkage to the some key public events such as the March for Peace in Crossings between
the Warring Parties in 1985, the Major Peace March in 1987, and the Symposium on
Marriage and Disabilities in 1988. In recent years, there are a number of initiatives
undertaken by Disabled Persons’ Organizations (DPOs) to make the media more
inclusive.

The Lebanese Physically Handicapped Union (LPHU) was among the first to mobilize
PWD advocating their rights and social inclusion in early 1980. In the early 1990s, LPHU
established Radio Sky in Bekaa, which became a medium for PWD to speak out to the
public and gain experience in media professional setting. Wow magazine was launched in
1999 to cover reports, articles, interviews, and new laws related to disability issues. It
also provided a guide on accessibility, with a technical cooperation with the As-Safir
newspaper. An employment guide for PWDs, launched in 2005 was distributed with
Annahar newspaper. The guide informed PWDs of employment opportunities and the job
application process. It also raised the awareness of employers on the skills and
competencies of PWDs, which can be simply their business asset. The “Haqqi” (or My
Right) Campaign in 2005 advocated for the better accessibility of PWDs to the polling
place through television commercials during prime times and talk shows.
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Many useful resources related to PWDs, such as the draft Law 220, are online at the
website of LPHU.

The Arab Organization of Disabled People (AODP) monitors the language used by the
media with regards to PWD and raises awareness on social attitudes towards PWD.
AQODP is active in regional publication outlets specialized on disability topics. In 1989, it
also launched its own magazine “Asda’ al Mu’ageen” (PWD’s echoes), in partnership
with the National Association for the Rights of Disabled People (NARD). The magazine
aims to tackle social inclusion of PWD from rights perspective instead of portraying
PWD as object of a pity.

The Ministry of Social Affairs ( MOSA) in partnership with several media institutions
organized in June 2012 and the Italian Embassy, a workshop on “Journalism Training for
the Visually Impaired” targeting the visually impaired media professionals. “Nahar Al-
Kafeef” 1is a Braille newspaper, funded by the Italian Embassy/. Since its launching in
2011, the weekly publication is distributed to DPOs and visually impaired individuals for
free.

The Our Voice project in Beirut, launched by the Inclusion Network and supported by
Save the Children, is a media and disability rights project that aims to enhance young
people’s knowledge and skills to take rights-based action in their communities through
media such as preparing news articles, photo essays and other media materials which lead
to the enhanced public awareness on social inclusion of persons with disabilities in
general and in media in particular.

Media as employers:

Radio Lebanon recruited Sami Jalloul, a visually impaired 35-year-old who ranked
second in the civil servants’ exams as a radio presenter. His first story was about Louise
Braille, the inventor of the tactile writing system used by the visually impaired in order to
read printed content. “Al Zaim”, a political TV show hosted Nasser Ballout to discuss
employment of PWD in 2013. Soon after, New TV recruited him as the country’s first
visually impaired TV presenter. His first report was titled as “Lebanon’s Visually
Impaired Can See Farther than the Government”.

Improved images of PWD:

More positive images of PWD are portrayed in recent TV talk shows and drama series:
“A Love Step”, a romantic television series (LBC, 2009) presented a positive and healthy
image of PWD. The heroine on a wheelchair, starring a former Miss Lebanon, has an
enticing love relationship with a non-disabled man. The message was to promote the
social inclusion of PWD. The OTV 30-minute talk show (2012), “Ma Mnekhtelef” (or
We Don’t Differ), hosted a group of PWD, who are also distinguished achievers despite
challenges and obstacles.
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