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Third Training Workshop on 
Underwater Archaeology for 
African Countries  

 
In the framework of the UNESCO Convention 

on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage (2001) 

 
 

 
Introduction 
 
UNESCO fosters the preservation, research and protection of the world’s underwater cultural heritage. 
Its major tool to do so is the UNESCO 2001 Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural 
Heritage. The Convention sets reliable scientific standards for all activities directed at underwater 
cultural heritage and protects these from pillage and treasure-hunt. 

The underwater cultural heritage of East and South Africa is a witness of the intercultural relations that 
through navigation and trade networks happened in the Indian Ocean and beyond as soon as the first 
millennium AD. This heritage is still much threaten by the actions of commercially-orientated underwater 
“salvage” groups as it has been underlined in the UNESCO Africa Regional Meetings of Abuja (Nigeria) 
in 2013 and Malindi (Kenya), in 2015. 

One of the key challenges identified during these meetings was the need for capacity-building and 
training in the management of underwater cultural heritage and in the discipline of underwater 
archaeology. With a view to enhance Members States’ responses towards the study, protection and 
public enjoyment of Africa’s underwater cultural heritage and to assist in the ratification and  
implementation of the 2001 Convention, UNESCO organized an underwater archaeology training for 
the African countries together with the UNITWIN Network of Underwater Archaeology last May 2015 in 
Kemer (Turkey). This 12 days training was attended by 10 participants from different African countries 
that were introduced to the concepts and practices of underwater archaeology, site recording and 
management.  

Continuing with UNESCO’s commitment to provide capacities to African Member States to better protect 
their underwater cultural heritage, UNESCO will now again organize in Mombasa (Kenya) together with 
the Kenyan Ministry of Culture, a training workshop to take place between 10 – 20 December 2015. 
This workshop will deepen the lessons learnt and put into practice non-intrusive recording techniques 
and evaluation mechanisms in a real underwater archaeological site. 
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Objectives 
 
This training workshop aims at providing capacities to: 

1. evaluate and study the underwater cultural heritage; 
 

2. identify the potential threats to the underwater cultural heritage, as well as the mitigation actions 
needed to preserve it; 
 

3. record the underwater cultural heritage, its archaeological context and its significance; 
 

4. implement the UNESCO 2001 Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural 
Heritage. 

 

Participants 
 
The designated participants should preferably be archaeologists, cultural heritage experts, historians or 
conservators working within governmental institutions and the cultural heritage authorities. Participants 
will be admitted in function of the specific requirements that apply. As places are limited to 10 
participants, priority will be given to the States Parties to the UNESCO 2001 Convention or States 
preparing ratification. Equally the principles of geographical distribution and gender balance will be taken 
into consideration.  
 
The designated participants should be of good health and be certified divers, who have a minimum of 
20 logged dives. Participants are responsible for their health and well-being. The designated participants 
should be insured for diving and boat accidents.  
 
Potential candidates will have to provide the following documentation: 
 

 copy of University degree in archaeology, history, cultural heritage or discipline related; 
 adequate medical certificate;   
 copy of diving certification and log book with number of dives; 
 copy of diving Insurance certificate; 
 letter of support of the candidate’s National Commission for UNESCO, national competent 

authority or Permanent Delegation at UNESCO. 
 

Deadline to receive applications to take part in the course is 15 November 2015. 
 

Description of the course 

The course will run for a period of 10 days combining theoretical classes with practical sessions following 
the training schemes and standards collected in the UNESCO Foundation Course Manual on the 
Protection and Management of the Underwater Cultural Heritage1 and the UNESCO Manual on Activities 

directed to the Underwater Cultural Heritage2.   

 

                                                            
1 The UNESCO Foundation Course Manual on the Protection and Management of the Underwater Cultural Heritage was developed out of 
the UNESCO Training Course for the Asian Pacific Region in 2011 and it has been already used in several UNESCO training programmes in 
the Latin American and Caribbean region in 2012 and 2014. 
2 The UNESCO Manual for activities directed to the Underwater Cultural Heritage was published in 2012 and explain the Rules of the Annex 
of the 2001 Convention. 



3 
 

Theory Lessons 
 

The theoretical classes will take place in accordance with the UNESCO Training Manual: 
 

 Welcome and Introduction to the principles of underwater archaeology 

 The UNESCO Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage  

 The Annex of the Convention and the project design 

 2D and 3D survey and recording of underwater cultural heritage  

 Management of underwater archaeological resources  

 Desk‐based and significance assessment  

 Data management in maritime and underwater archaeology  

 In situ preservation 

 Intrusive techniques in underwater archaeology 

 Conservation and finds handling 

 Presentation of underwater cultural heritage 

 Boat recording and introduction to shipbuilding terminology 

 The African region’s situation of underwater cultural heritage ‐ Group Discussion 

 Geophysics for maritime archaeology 

 

Practical Lessons 
 
The practical session will consist in a series of dives up to 20 metres of depth aiming at putting in practice 
survey and recording methods learnt during the theoretical lectures of the course. The dives will take 
place on archaeological sites close to Mombasa, Kenya.  
 
Country Presentations 
 
Participants are asked to make a short 20 minutes presentation on the situation of the Underwater 
Cultural Heritage in their countries. These presentations will lead to a group discussion and reflexion on 
the threats that submerged heritage in African countries is facing as well as the means needed to 
mitigate these negative impacts. 
 
Teachers  
 
Caesar Bita  Underwater Archaeologist, National Museums of Kenya, Kenya 

Arturo Rey da Silva  Underwater Archaeologist, UNESCO HQ

Jonathan Sharfman  ACHA, South Africa

Christopher 

Underwood 

Underwater Archaeologist, Head of Maritime Heritage, Netherlands 
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Practical information 
 
 

 Travel expenses and accommodation will be covered by the organizers; 
 

 Accommodation will be provided in a local hotel; 
 

 Local transportation, diving equipment, as well as training and educational materials will be 
provided by the organizers; 
 

 Other daily expenses are to be borne by the participants. 
 
 

Contact 
 
UNESCO  Vitalice Fredrick Ochieng

UNESCO Regional Office for Eastern 

Africa 

 

 

Tel: +254 (0)20 7622356 

Email: vf.ochieng@unesco.org  

Arturo Rey da Silva 

UNESCO Headquarters 

Secretariat of the Convention on the 

Protection of the Underwater Cultural 

Heritage 

 

Tel: + 33 (0) 145684406 

Email: a.rey‐da‐silva@unesco.org 

National Museums of 

Kenya  
Dr Caesar Bita, National Museums of Kenya, Kenya 

Email: mcbita@yahoo.com  

 


